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PROcEEDINGS and DEBATES 


Of the FOURTH SESSION of the 


H 1 S8 FT 


HOUSE of COMMONS 


6 THE 


Fourteenth Parliament of Great-Britain. 


2 -v 


N arch 35 4, aud g. 
O debates. — ; : 
March 6. * 


The day for opening the budget. 


Lord North began with explaining the terms of the loan. Lot North. 


He enumerated the. {gyeral ſyms that had already been voted 
this ſeſſion by Parliament, to which he added thoſe that 
would probably be Kill voted to complete the ſupplies of the 
current year. The monies already voted have been men- 
tioned on the ſeveral days ; we {hall therefore mention only 


ſome of the moſt material articles that have not yet ap- 


peared, viz. 


For maintenance of camels employed . ER 
on the Thames, 7846 o 
Paid in penſions to perſons compelled to 
leave America, | 57856 © 
Deficiency on malt duty, 158000 o 
Ditto of grants for 1777, 38489 © 
Intereſt on exchequer bills, 48440 © 
There were other articles of leſs moment, which it is n 


leſs to enumerate 3 * but the ſum total amounted to 


N 


0 
O 
O 
0 
O 
eed 


. 13230318 2 10 


Towards defraying this expence, he 

reckons the land and malt tax, 

1,500,000/, exchequer bills as uſual ; 
Vor. IX. 3 
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een 1 minis: 7, 5 Gol? | 
| "The produce of the year ending April 5, 1777, exceeds 


b brought forward into 


PARLIAMENTARY A: 1778. 

and taking the ſinking- fund * by | 
- anticipation upon a 5th quarter, at 
3,000,000/. with ſome inferior ar- 


ticles, amounting in the whole to 7294786 O 62 


Balance, 5935562 2 35 
25 3 


The finking- fund, from the gch of April, 1776, to the gth 
of April, 1777, produced as follows: of 
, Firſt half-year, from Apirl 5, 1776, to October 10, 1776, 1907428 


| nd half-year, from October 10, 1776, to April 5, 1777, 985512 
Year's produce, from 5th April, 1776, to 5th April, 1777, 2892940 


The ſinking - fund produced from the 5th of April, 4777, to the 
EY Ta, sth of April, 1778. | 
Firſt half-year, from April 5, 1777, to October 10, 1777, 1700811 


Second half- year, from October 10, 1777, to April 5, 1778, 944115 


Year's produce, from gth'April; 1777, to 5th April, 1778, 2644926 | 


Produce of the year, from April's, 1776, to April 5. 1777, 2892940 
Produce of the year, from April 5, 1777, to April 5, 1778, 2644926 


— —ꝛ¼—-¾U— ͥ —— — 


the prodyce of the year ending April 5, 1778, 2248014 
But it muſt be obſerved, that in the year ending 5th April, 
1778, there was paid 100, ooo“. more to the civil liſt, 
than in the year ending 5th April, 1777; and, more- 
over, that half a year of the intereſt of the money 
borrowed on the tax on ſervants, was paid in the year 
ending 5th April, 1778, though no part of that tax was 
vet levied; theſe together make an additional produce 
in favour of the year ending 5th of April, 1778, of 150000 
The nett balance of produce in favour of the year end- 
ing 5th of April, 1777, is therefore only + 98014 


*> Though the above figures (it is believed) are accurate, or to a 
trifle ſo; yet it is very certain, from authentic and incontroverti- 


ble documents, that the nett receipt of the cuſtoms for the year 


1776, decreaſed from the nett receipt for the year 1775, in 
Ge amazing ſum of 1,075,960/. No exceſs in the exciſe, 
through the profufions of the war, or in any other branches of the 
revenue, could compenſate, or nearly compedſate, this diminution. 
Ir is therefore to be er- that this period is not even yet 


Ying ſomewhere, unaccounted for by the collectors or receivers. 
| C | 5 
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e public acedunts; and that the produce is 


A. 1778. F 
So that he propoſed: to borrow fix mil- 
lions upon the ſollowing terms: Each 


ſubſcriber of 1001. to be entitled to 3 5 
an annuity of 31. per cent. which he . 
valued at 66 10 © 


A farther annuity of 21. 10s. for 30 

years; which, at 14 years purchaſe, 

was equal to | 38.00 
And a proportionable ſhare of 48,000 

lottery tickets ; that 1s, eight tickets 

for every 1000/7. ſubſcribed ; the pro- 

bable profit on which would be 31. 

each; which for every 1001. was 2.8. © 


i | Total, 103 18 0 
He obſerved, that much art had been uſed, both at home 
and abroad, by the enemies of this country (declaring at the 
ſame time that he had no particular perſons in view) to de- 
preſs the credit of the nation, and even to prevent the loan 
from being obtained altogether ; for this reaſon, he withed 
the advantage to the ſubſcribers might be confiderable ; for 
that it was better to grant ample terms, than to riſk a bar- 
2 that might ultimately tend to our diſcredit. He there- 
ore thought it both juſt and wile to give the ſubſcribers ſuch 
a bargain as might turn out a profitable one. That he had 
held out no falſe colours to the lenders, nor let one ſyllable 
eſcape him, in regard to the probability of a war with 
France, the apprehenſion of which had lately ſo deeply af- 
fected the public funds, that they might not have it in their 
power to reproach him with events that might happen; 
that they therefore knowingly run the riſk of that contin- 
gency ; that he rather choſe to borrow upon worſe terms, 
than to hold forth flattering hopes of any kind whatever; 
that ſeveral reaſons might be afhgned for the preſent IE 
of money, beſides the rumour of an approaching war; ſuc 


By indulgences of this kind, ſhewn to thoſe intruſted with public® 
money, theſe. offices, with apparently trifling ſalaries, become the 
moſt beneficial the Treaſury have to beſtow ; and obſcure people, 
much to the diſgrace of the finance-adminiſtration, and to the pre» 
judice of the public (who are always in advance, and pay deafly for 
every ſhilling they are in advance) acquire, ſoon, and undeſervedly, 
princely fortunes in them, free even, from the envy, and the anxious 
uncertainties that ever attend on the offices of the more conſpicu- 


ous miniſters of ſtate. 13 gs | 4 


4 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 


as the extravagant ſpeculations many of our merchants had 
lately run into with regard to the ceded iſlands, and the pre- 
vailing faſhion of enjoying their fortunes immediately, or 
rather by anticipation : that beſides, giving good terms now, 
ſecured our credit in future; that the ſtocks, he apprehended, 
would not be lower, were a war actually declared; and that 

the money was actually ſubſcribed by ſubſtantial men, wh 

were themſelves able to advance it. x 
With regard to the annuity part of the loan, he obſerved, 
that it was better, and more advantageous to the public, to 
* grant it for 30 years than for a longer term; as the long an- 
nuities, of which there were above $2 years to run, ſold now at 
20 years purchaſe. And as it might better ſuit ſome perſons 
to have their annuities converted into a life annuity, and 
which would be of no prejudice to the public, he meant to 
put it in their optron, before the 22d of December, to do ſo. 

Among many other particulars, he took notice of the ex- 

eriment he had made of criminal labour upon the Thames, 
which had anſwered beyond all expectation; and hinted at a 
farther extenſion of the plan over the whole kingdom; and 
that, to eaſe the counties, it might be adviſable to bring to a 
fale ſuch of the royal foreſts as were now of little or no uſe, 
either for the growth of timber, or for royal grandeur. 

In the oa of his Lordſhip's ſpeech, which laſted near 
two hours, he took occaſion to obſerve upon the extenſive 
reſources of this country, notwithſtanding the deſpondency 
of ſome individuals; in particular, ſeveral acceſhons the 
finking fund would receive within a few years, ſuch as 
140,000/, of exchequer annuities, between the years 1792 
and 1798 ; and therefore, that in general it was better to 
borrow on higher terms, in a way that ſhould in a courſe of 

ears be adding to that fund. | 

His Lordſhip gave what he ſaid was a very pleaſing picture 
of the ſtrength, wealth, and ſtability of this country. 

His Lordſhipdid not enter upon the ſubject of the new taxes; 

but ſaid he ſhould n them on Monday next, the gth. 

| | arch 9. 3 
Lord Mort. Lord North, in the committee of ſupply, opened his 
Bf ſpeech by acquainting the Houſe, that the intereft to be pro- 
vided for was 330,000/; that to pay this it was neceſſary to 
provide a productive tax; that it was difficult to fix on any 
that would not be, in ſome degree, unequal : that he wiſhed 
to avoid burthening the lower ranks of people ; that it was 
not eaſy to come at the real property of individuals; but 
=” that 
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that cne ground of judging of this, which prevailed in all 
nations, was by the expence at which they lived ; and this, 
though it might not anſwer in every fingle inſtance, was yet 
a very good general rule; that laying the tax upon the con- 
ſumption of commodities was both equal and palatable, as 
the reſentment of the perſon taxed fell on the dealer, 
and not on the officer of the revenue; that the taxes on 
coaches, on ſervants, and on houſes, were proper and eligible, 
as they were viſible ſigns of ability to pay them; that a tax 
on bricks and tiles had formerly been thought of and reject- 
ed ; as likewiſe taxing houſes by the extent of their fronts, 
or by the number of their chimnies, which was the ſame as 
hearth-money, neither of which afforded a juſt eſtimate of 
the value of the houſe. He propoſed therefore to exempt 
all houfes under the rent of 5/. per annum from all taxation; 
that all houſes from 51. to 501, ſhould be rated at 6d. in 
the pound, and from 50. and upwards at 1s, to be paid by 
the occvpier; that this tax might be levied by thoſe who 
collected the window-tax, with a little additional aſſiſtance 
for a year or two, till the rates were fully adjuſted. He 
then proceeded, by the aſſiſtance of the window-tax, to form 
a computation what the preſent tax would raiſe; which he 


reckoned as follows : Lo 
In England and Wales, _ 2.59000 
In Scotiand, _ — 5000 
In all 264000 | 


He then propoſed an additional tax on all wines imported, 
viz, eight guineas per tun, or 24. a bottle, on all French | 
wines, and four guineas per tun, or 1d. a bottle on all other 
wine, which his Lordſhip computed would amount to 72, 558/. 
in the whole 336, 558 J. viz. 6, 558 J. above the ſum wanted. 

The following is his Lordſhip's calculation of the pro- 
duce of the above taxes. 


Houſe Tax. | 
24,000 houſes in London, Weſtminſter, and Mid- k 
dleſex, between 501. and 51. a year, | 14750 
30,900 ditto, above 5o/. per ann. 193500 
190,000 houſes in England and Wales, comprized 
at 151. on an average, — e 
17,000 houſes in Scotland, — 5000 


Carried over, 5284000 


— 


His Lordſhip ſaid he mould only ſtate this at 284,0007, 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 
> Brought over, J. 248000 


— | Additional Wine Tax. 
On claret and port, ant EY Auges 
| x ; ; 5 356088 
Required by ways and means, — 350000 
Surplus, 6088 


His Lordſhip concluded with obſerving, that it was no 
very agreeable employment to propoſe taxes of any kind ; 
that it was a meaſure neceſſary in point of honour, not a 
point of pleafure ; but that he thought 1t more honourable 
not to decline any duty of his office whilſt he held it, howe- 
ver difagreeable. 

Some debate enſued. The gentlemen in oppoſition 
faw it in a very contrary light, and conſidered it as high- 
ly oppreflive and diſproportionate. It was not, they ſaid, 
from the rent of an houſe altogether, that we can judge of 
the circumſtances of the tenant ; ſince we ſee that tradeſmen 
of every denomination are obliged, through neceſſity, to 
poſſeſs houſes commodioully ſituated, however highly rented, 
and to whom an additional out-going of a ſhilling in the pound 
will be of material injury. In ſeveral pariſhes of London and 
Weſtminſter, the houſes are burthened by the land-tax, poor- 
rates, window-tax, pavement, lights, watch, &c. &c. to the 
amount of eight ſhillings in the pound, and upwards; and 
it ſo happens, that the parties moſt heavily burthened are the 
leaſt able to bear it. | | 

The wine tax was oppoſed only with regard to the 
Oporto, as it affected the commercial alliance ſubſiſting 
between Portugal and us, and might produce a tax there 
on the importation of Britiſh manufaQtures. About half 
after ſeven, however, the motion for leave to bring in 
the bills paſſed without a diviſion. This being diſpo- 
ſed of, | | | 


Mr. Gilbert, Mr. Gilbert then made his promiſed motion, which was, 


„ That the better to enable his Majeſty to vindicate the ho- 
nour and dignity of his crown, and the dominions thereunto 
belonging, in the preſent exigency of affairs, there be gran- 
ted to his Majeſty one fourth part of the nett annual income 
upon the falaries, fees, and perquiſites of all offices under 
the crown (except thoſe held by the Speaker of the Houſe 

of Commons, the Chancellor or Commiſſioners of the Great 

P e .. 8 e Seal, 


2 
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A. 1778. DES ATE 
Seal, the Judges, Minifters to foreign parts, Commiffioners, 
Officers in the army and navy, and all others that do not 
produce a clear income of 2001. per annum to the perſon or 
perſons enjoying the ſame) and alſo of all annuities, pen- 
ſions, ſtipends, or other yearly penſions iſſuing out of the 
Exchequer, or any branch of his Majeſty's revenues, after 
deducting all fees and taxes thercon by authority of Parlia- 
ment ; to commence from 25th March, 1778, and to con- 
tinue for one year, and during the continuance of the American 
n 
The committee divided upon this motion, when 100 were 
for it, and 82 againſt it. . 
„Marc 10. | | 
The reſolutions of yeſterday. were reported, and all agreed 
to, except Mr. Gilbert's motion, upon which the Houſe” di- 
vided, 141 for it, and 147 againſt it. f | 
March 11. 


Mr. Sawbridge made his annual motion for ſhortening the Mr. Saw- 
duration of Parliaments. The queſtion was called for, and ide. 


the Houſe divided ; for the-queſtion 33, againſt it 83. 
The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the. ftate 
of the nation. | 


The ſubject this day was the ſtate of the navy, 
The following is the ſubſtance of the moſ? material papers which 


were referred to the confederation of the committee, 2 
State and condition of his Majeſty's thips and veſſels of war 
in Great Britain and Ireland, and on channel ſervice, No- 
vember 27th, 1777, according to the ſeveral weekly ac- 
counts delivered in to the Houſe of Commons by the Ad- 
 miralty-office ; being 205 ſail, whoſe proper war- com- 
plement amounts to 34, 996 ſeamen and marines. 


Sghips' names. Complement. Seamen muſtered. Marines muſt. 
Sandwich, 750 635 dow: 
Princeſs Royal, 750 428 44 

Monarch, 650 461 48 
Prince George, 750 518 48 

Princeſs Amelia, 700 279 43 

Valiant, 700 509 44 


Mars, - 600 515 48 


8 5 —— _ . 8 


* Theſe laſt words in Italic ere added by way of amendment. 
1 | Arden, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 
Ships“ names. Complement. Seamen muſtered. Marines muſt, 
Ardent, 500” 43 43 
Hector, 650 47 47 
Boſton, 220 193 35 
Courageux, 650 461 48 
Centaur, 650 47 5 47 
Grafton, 650 12 17 
Trident, 500 288 44 
Europe, 500 158 47 
Terrible, 650 403 46 
Worceſter, 500 - yes 48 
Active, 220 189 40 
Camel, 200 110 23 
Panther, 420 198 18 
Druid, 120 77 12 
Ruſſel, 650 156 16 
Sultan, 650 186 24 
Squirrel, 160 117 0 
Hazard, 120 71 © 
Oftrich, 120 71 8 
Leviathan, 120 100 15 
Conqueſtador, 400 278 48 
Sterling Caſtle, 50O 41 25 
Prince of Wales, 50 54 106 
Albion, 650 51 76 
Bedford, 650 552 127 
Bienfaiſant, 500 415 34 
Aſia, 500 465 85 
Conqueror, 650 495 42 
__ Shrewſbury, 650 48 2 
Fame, 650 222 16 
Ocean, 750 553 49 
Blenheim, 750 325 "<0 
* Boyne, 600 444 45 
Foudroyant, 700 559 45 
| Belleitle, 500 435 43 
- Burford, 500 423 43 
Queen, 750 438 4 
Thetis, 220 194 3 
Boreas, 200 156 0 
Weanle, IcO 120 23 
Wolf, 80 59 9 
Sherborne, 60 30 0 
Ferret, 80 28 


0 
Grey-hound 


. 


A. 1178. 


Ships* names. 
Greyhound cutter, 
Hawke ſloop, 
Lurcher cutter, 
Folkſtone cutter, 
Alert ſloop, 
Eſther cutter, 
Wells cutter, 
Andromeda, 
Dorſet yacht, 
22 ch Year cutters, 
Cornwall, 
Ranger, 
Sprightly, 
Speedwell ſloop, 
Arethuſa, 
Alderney ſloop, 
Waſp ſloop, 
Cupid ſloop, 
Harpy ſloop, 
Rattleſnake cutter, 
Ruby, 
Pelican, 
Minerva, 
Invincible, 
Exeter, 
Egmont, 
Huſſar, 
Torbay, 
Ramillies, 
* Reſolution, 
* Culloden, 
* Royal Oak, 
Proſerpine, 
Drake, 


Orford, hoſpital-ſhip, 


Nabob, 
Greenwich, 


60 
100 


DEB AE 


Complement. - Seamen muſtered, Marines muſt. 


2.8 
94 
28 
2 : 
25 
24 

2 


about 30 


No returns. 


r , , , ß d Eo 


CY 


— 


* Theſe three ſhips (after the returns) were completed to 
550 men each ; as per letter 8th ns 1777, from the 


commander in chief at Portſmouth, 
C 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 
Complement, Sramen muſtered. Marines muſt. 


Ships Names. 
Pacific, 
Lioneſs, 


Supply 
Dromed dary, 


Heart of Oak, 
Three Siſters, 
Lieth, 

Content, 
Merchant, 

Three Brothers, 
Satisfaction, 
Royal Charlotte yacht, 
Catherine ditto, 
Fubbs ditto, * 


Hired armed ſhips. 


160 
160 
160 
160 


Counteſs of Scarborough, 


70 
40 
40 


William and Mary ditto, 40 


Nightingale, 


Total, 


addition to be 2447. 


Supernumeraries belonging to other ſhips, not included in 


the above muſters, 1248. 


Weekly accounts of his Majeſty's ſhips and * employ- 
ed in North-America, according to the laſt returns from 
Lord Howe; prepared in purſuance of a precept of the 
Houſe of Commons, dated 27th January, 1778. 


6 


34996 


Ships' names, Complement. 
Carysfort, 200 
Perſeus, 160 
Lizard, 200 
Galatea, 160 

Daphne, 160 
-  Hinchiabroke, 74 
Livel 160 
N . 125 
Phœnix, 280 
Emerald, 


Theſe lately commiſ- 
ſioned; their com- 
plement will be 120 
men each. 


Employed to receive new⸗ 
raiſed men 


22154 
Of the number of ſeamen muſtered in Great "Weng, 


land, and channel-ſervice, according to the office-papers, 
940 appear to be over- ſtated, if the marines are allowed in 


Seamen muſtered. Marines muſt. 
136 
112 
138 
124 
117 


ooo 


Ir" 


Ships" names. 


Otter, 


Senegal, 


Richmond, . 


Thames, 
Raiſonnable, 
Solebay, 
Sphynx, 
Diſpatch, 
Swift, 
Zebra, 


Vigilant. 


Apollo, 


Eagle, 


Noneſuch, 
Somerſet, 


Ths, 
Roebuck, 


Liverpool, 
Camilla, 
Pearl, 
York, 


Strombolo, 


Garland, 
Triton, 
Viper, 


Magdalen, 


Rainbow, 


Mermaid, 


Blonde, 


Vulture, 
Cabot, 


Hunter, 


Scarborough, 


Albany, 


Hope, 

Syren, 
Milford, 
Amazon, 
Renown, 
Juno, 5 
Orpheus, 
Chatham, 
King's-fiſher, 


Complement. 
125 


125 


220 


220 
500 


200 


160 


%% n 


Seamen muſtered, Marines muſt. 
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ships' names. 


Complement. Seamen muſtered. Marines muſt. 


Alarm, 40 23 2 
Cerberus, 200 147 29 
Diamond, 220 164 44 

Flora, 220 159 a 
Lark, 220 155 34 
Unicorn, 160 59 19 
Greyhound, 200 164 2 
Ambuſcade, 220 160 40 
Centurion, 350 240 50 
St. Albans, 5oo 354 67 
Preſton, ; . oy 304 56 
1 160 of: + 32 

Jerſey, 140 Wn 7 
Thunder, | 80 31 0 
Carcaſs, 70 53 o 
Elephant, 40 "" I4 
Dependence, 40 - 7 10 
Experiment, 320 250 47 
Briſtol, 350 3 68 
Buffalo, 200 165 23 
Brune, 220 168 28 
333 200 = 32 

Mercury, 160 110 Bs x 
Raven, 125 75 17 

Swan, 125 87 10 
Scorpion, 125 81 13 
Falcon, 125 107 10 
Halifax, 40 38 0 
Haerlem, bs o o 

82 ſail. Total, 15980 11400 2.392 


Supernumeraries belonging to other ſhips muſtered, 511 


State and condition of his Majeſty's ſhips and veſſels of war 
on the Jamaica ſtation, on or before the 21ſt day of No- 
vember, 1777; according to account delivered to the 
Houſe of Commons from the Admiralty-office, 16th Fe- 
'bruary, 1778. ; | | 


Y Ships? names, Compliant, Seamen bee Marines muſt. 
Antelope, 350 _ 
'Winchelſca, =D = 3s 
Southampton, 220 163 27 


Eolu*” 


Ard DM ATE 8. 


Ships' names. Complement. Seamen muſtered. Marines muſt» 
Eolus, | 220 167 34 
Pallas, 240 181 41 
Loweſtoffe, 220 172 34 
Glaſgow, 160 122 34 
Atalanta, | 100 7. 18 
Porpus, 125 about 100 20 
Hornet, 125 91 — 
Lynx, | 125 85 28 
Diligence, 110 102 4 
Badger, 90 85 2 
Porcupine, 80 75 2 
Stork, | 90 76 2 
Race-horſe, 45 27 O 
Weſft-Florida, 39 about 25 o 
Bute, 160 128 26 
* Niger, 200 171 44 
Hind, 160 115 34 
Hound, TAR 95 27 
Sylph, 110 88 22 
Cameleon, 125 85 23 
23 ſail. Total, 3330 2655 524 
Total in the fleet of Great Britain, for home defence, 

being 105 fail, including royal yachts, &c. 24909 
Lord Howe, 82 ſail, — - - 14.30 
In the Jamaica ſquadron, 23 ſail, - 319 


Set off death and deſertion againſt abſent with leave and 
ſick in hoſpitals, and the number muſtered about equals the 
number paid by the nation. | 


. ————— — A. * —_ ä 


* — 


* Mr. T. Luttrell charged the Board for delivering a fal- 


lacious account to Parliament of the above ſquadron; as he 
himſelf he ſaid had ſeen the Niger frigate, and ſeveral more 


of theſe ſhips of war, in Great Britain on the 21ſt day of 
November, 1777. | 
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"fr Aecount of the Number of Seamin and Marines employed in 


the Service of the Royal Navy, from the 1/i March, 1770, 
to the 30th September, 1977, upon a Medium of each; di- 
ftinguiſhing the Seamen from the Marines, and what number 
of each are borne, and what muſtered in the Service. * 


Seamen. Marines. 
Months. — f — — ͤ ——-— mn 
Borne. Muſtered for victuals. Borne. Muſt. for vict. 
March, 1776, 21436 21977 6146 3241 
April, 22747 23265 6409 3400 
May, 24202 24851 6576 3584 
June, 24684 25843 6852 3093 
July, 2495 25014 7076 3755 
Auguſt, 2595 264.52 717 3903 
September, 26039 27174. 705 4051 
OQober, 27117 27672 7014 4418 
November, 30411 31245 7219 4596 
December, 33111 33227 740 4567 
anuary, 1777, 36289 36309 7412 4804 
ebruary, 37551 37303 7759 $134 
March, 39509 39453 7864 5358 
April, 40127 40270 1438523 
ay, 41316 41768 8572 5768 
June, 42044 42284 8695 5846 
July, 433855 43935 8931 6108 
Auguſt, 44995 44611 9139 6252 
Septem 45509 45372 © 943% 6341 
63191 638625 144898 0402 
Upon a medium, 332 58 36011 7626 4758 


M. SuckLING. J. WILLIAMS. Gro, MarsH. 


2 


err. 


R. TEMPLE. 


_— 


* This is the account which Mr. Temple Luttrell repro- 
bated, in the committee of the Houſe of Commons on navy 


affairs, as a groſs impoſition on Parliament and the nation; 


which he ſaid was proved manifeſtly by the official returns of 
the fleet at home, of Lord Howe's fleet in America, the 
fleet in Jamaica, &c. which returns he had called for, and 
were then on the table of the Houſe of Commons, 
September, 1777, | 55000 Borne, 
By the above account, J 51713 Victualled. 
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Mr. Fox. 


Mr. Temple 
Lak. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 


Mr. For moved, that the preſent ſtate of the royal navy 
for the defence of Great Britain and Ireland, is inadequate 
to the preſent very dangerous criſis of public affairs. 


Mr. Temple Luttrell began with an apology for the length 


of time during which he muſt trouble the committee ;* but 
preſumed he thould ftand excuſed in the opinion of every un- 
prejudiced perſon, when It was conſidered that the ſeveral offi- 
cial papers now 1n review, and which had occaſioned ſuch ex- 
treme trouble to the naval boards, had been (almoſt every 
one of them) ordered by the Houſe on his requiſition, after 
reiterated charges, during the current ſeſſion of Parliament, 
and two preceding ſeſſions, of venality, profuſion, and fraud 
in the preſent miniſters for the admiralty; and which 
charges he was now to maintain and make good, from official 
and uncontrovertible proof, as he had the proper parliamentary 
materials in his poſſeſſion, He had been greatly flattered, by 
finding that the ſenſe of the other Houſe of Parliament had 
gone along with him, in calling for copies of the ſame accounts, 
and periodical returns, to be laid before their Lordſhips; but 
he had reaſon to be till further ſatisfied in the candour of his 
own heart, to find theſe very teſtimonials preciſely correſpond 
with the ſtate and condition of the royal fleet, as he had 
deſcribed it in the Houſe before Chriſtmas laſt. But though 
he was ſufficiently uſed to the confidence of the admiralty- 
gentlemen. over the way, not to be much aſtoniſhed at 


their barefaced denial of the only regular and authenti 
vouchers for their conduct and expenditure, as had beta | 


forcibly demonſtrated by an honourable admiral in his eye 
[ Admiral Keppel]; yet that the majority of the members of 


the Houſe of Commons ſhould be the dupes of ſuch fallacy, 


or wilfully ſhut their eyes and their ears, and become ac- 


complices in the guilt (ill as he had grounds to think of majori- 


ties in theſe days) yet he could ſcarce ſuſpect they would go fo 
profligate a length, to abet any wicked miniſter whatever. 
The honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt Admiral Palliſer] 
had alleged that there were two diſtinct claſſes of 74- gun 
ſhips; that thoſe of the larger conſtruction, and heavier 
weight of cannon, have a " complement of 650 men, 
according to the laſt eſtabliſhment ; and inſtanced the Va- 
liant as of the latter claſs, which he boldly aſſerted to be 
manned with her complete war- complement. Now he defied 


— oc 


* He ſpoke upwards of two hours, 
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the honourable gentleman to. point out, excepting the Va- 
liant, one ſhip of 74 guns in the whole navy, which 
was allowed 650 men complement ; and he would read the 
number actually borne and muſtered on board the ſaid ſhip 
from the laſt office accounts, and ſhew the accuracy of the 
honoutable member's repreſentation. [Mr. Luttrell here 
read from, the weekly returns, the number actually borne, 
muſtered, and victualled; and the former amounted to 539 
only, and the latter to 509. ] It appears, by the returns of 
the royal navy, for the defence of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, that at the end of laſt November there were, yachts, 
cutters, and armed merchantmen included, in all 105 ſail, 
among which we reckon 45 fail of the line of battle, and of 
them 25 carry 74 guns ; of which'25, not more than two or 
three muſter within 5o men of the reduced war-complement, 
nor within 00 of their proper war-complement ; for I con- 
tend, that leſs than 650 will not be found ſufficient for ſhips 
of that claſs, according to the modern conſtruction and fize 
of ordnance, The ſize of a 74 gun ſhip, on the improved 
ſcale, is from 200 to 400 tons more than at the com- 
mencement of the laſt war; and with the number I pro- 
poſe, the ſea officers oppoſite to me will underſtand, that, in 
caſe of the neceſſity to quarter the crew at the ſtarboard and 
larboard tiers, both at one time, as may poſſibly occur in paſ- 
fing land- batteries, or engaging amidit an enemy's fleet, not 
more than ſeven private men can be allowed to a 32 pounder. 
Lord Anſon, in the laſt war, found 650 men abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for the complement of the 74 gun ſhips, that they 
might never go on action with fewer than 690; as a con- 
fiderable deficiency muſt always be allowed for captains? 
ſervants, and the ſervants of other officers, widows-men, 
fick on ſhore, or abſent on the duty of the ſhip in the 
room of preſſed men, &c, I have not ſelected the 74 gun 
ſhips as in a worſe ſtate than the reſt of the ſhips in commiſ- 
ſion; tho” the 25 fail have not within 3300 of their reduced 
complement, nor within 4500 of the proper complement for 
war. The ſecond and fourth rates are ſtill more defective, 
and the 64 gun ſhips in the ſame condition; and if it 
were not for an impoſing oſtentatious parade of pendants 
at Spithead, and the advantage of conferring a multitude of 


profeſſional favours, the noble Earl at the head of the admi- 


ralty would do well to turn over the ſeamen from one third 
of the men of war now in commiſhon, that the remainde 


might be of a proper force. 9 honourable member * : 
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atrocious impoſition upon Parliament and the public. 


cedent; for we are uſed to 


with a charge on the nation of near 2,000,000. "ſterling; 
being, if you allow for deaths and deſertions, the full pay of 


© PARLIAMENTARY 4. 1918, 
fo ably opened this debate [Mr. Fox] has juſtly ſtated that 
the numbers borne aboard the 105 ſail before mentioned, 
for the protection of theſe iſlands, did not, in the month 


of November laſt, exceed 25,550 ; in America 1 $2305, 


being 82 ſail; in Jamaica 3168, being 23 fail; and on all 
other ſtations and ſervices collectively, that is, the Leeward- 
iſlands, Newfoundland, Eaſt-Indies, Mediterranean, toge- 
ther with two ſhips on diſcoveries (and a very few of an 
inferior deſcription, not included in any return on your 
table) amounting to two men of war of 60 guns, three of 
50, eleven frigates, and fourteen or fifteen {loops or armed 


veſſels; if every one of them had a full war complement on 
_ board, they could not reckon 4500 men, making a total of ſea- 
men borne in the royal navy of Great Britain, in the month 


of November, 1777, to fall ſhort of 48,583, including marines 


aboard, and ſerving aſhore, ſupernumeraries, and every perſon 


whatſoeyer nominally in the pay of this country. It is evident, 
from the ſame circumſtantial and accurate returns, that the 
whole of the victualled in the royal navy, throughout the 
univerſe, including ſupernumeraries and marines, could not 
exceed 475,407. Yet, by an official paper, ordered by this 
Houſe, and delivered in before the laſt receſs, the numbers 
borne in September laſt, previouſly to the yery large addi- 
tional ſupply of hands, from {tripping your autumnal fleets 
of * merchant ſhips, are made to come up to $55,000, and the 
viQtualled to 51,715; which muſt be a moſt 9 Say 
OW- 

ever, Sir, J admit that ſuch impoſition is not without a pre- 
re of this nature of late 

years, on a like annual motion, which has been cuſtomary 
ever ſince the year 1750, when it was firft approved of and 
admitted, to ſhew us, as was.then expreſſed, the ſavings or ex- 
ceedings on the allowance of 4/. per month each man, voted 
for the ſervice of the year; a ftriking example of a fimi- 
lar piece of iniquity, and from the ſame delinquents, may 
be ſeen on your journals in the ſpring of the year 197%, 
when an account was given to Parliament of the number 
of ſeamen and marines actually barne aboard the royal navy 
during, the preceding year, at a medium of the ſeveral 
months, and ſpecified ſo he under 32,000 ;_ yet, within a 
few pages of that very account on your journals, you meet 


49,000 men, at 41. per month each man: conſequently, 
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d, there is a complete embezzlement of above 480, ooo0l. The 
th truth, Sir, is, that, in the year 1771, at a medium of the 
5, months, the number of ſeamen and marines in the actual 
all pay of the public, fell ſhort of 28,000 men; which proves 
7's that we were defrauded of more than 600,000/. in that year, 
upon this one article of expenditure, accounted for in the 


re- 0 , Accour 
"in ſea department; an earneſt of the preſent Firſt Lord's inte- 
ur  grity at his entrance into the naval difection. In Novem- 


of ber laſt, the numbers actually muſtered upon all the returns 
ied throughout the globe, and which conſtitute the real force 
on of your navy, were fewer than 44,500; and if you ſet off de- 
ſertion, &c. againſt thoſe who may be ſick in hoſpitals, or ab- 


1th ſent with permiſſion, or on the ſervice of the ſhip, you will 
find the 4/, per month each man, allowed by the nation, to 


nes | 4 
ſon be applicable to but few more than the numbers actually on 
nt, | tbe muſter- roll. . | - 

the Loet us now take under confideration the monies of late 


the years granted by Parliament, upon the ordinary and ex- 


traordinary eſtimates of the navy, delivered in by the Na- 
bis vy- office to the Board of Admiralty, and by them adopted 
er; and 8 in detail, in compliance of an order of 
di- this Houſe ; with the ſeveral articles requiſite to be provided 
ets for ſpecifically repreſented therein. During the eight years 
the of laſt war, that is, from the commencement of tlie naval 


and operations, early in 1755, to the year 1762, incluſive, the 


ordinary of the navy amounted in the total to 1,890,0007. 
and the extraordinaries to 1,500,000/. being on both eſti- 
late mates 3, 390, ooo J. (independent of navy ordnance) ; and of 
this ſum, the charge of building, rebuilding, and repairs, 
together with the preſerving the men of war in ordinary, 
ex- with extra ſtores, came to about 1,760,000/, Let us now 
wedſl take the eight years immediately following the peace; 
mi- when (as was juſtly remarked by an honourable member 
nay [Right Hon, Welbore Ellis, "Treaſurer of the Navy] in a 
72, high naval appointment) the fleet might neceſſarily, from 


iber the waſte and deſtruction of your very extenſive naval ope- 
rations during the war, become in the utmoſt want of being 
era improved and re-eſtabliſhed. Sir, in thoſe eight years 


(from 1763 to 1770, incluſive) the ordinary eſtimate was 
3,222,1671, and the extraordinary 1,9 16, 498 J. making to- 
gether 5, 138,665 J. (over and above naval ordnance) ; and of 


ng, = 2 © , 
y of which ſum, the building, rebuilding, and repairing, and 
the preſerving your ſhips out of commiſhon, and extra 


ſtores, came to near 2,350,000/. In the laſt eight years 
We | D 2 | (compre- 
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(omprehending the grants of Parliament for 1778) which 
takes in the whole of the Earl of Sandwich's maritime ad- 
miniſtration, the ordinary 'of the navy has amounted to 


3232, 693“. and the extraordinary to 3,239,379/. being in 


the whole 6, 4) 2, 021. of which, building, rebuilding, and 
repairs, preſerving fhips out of commiſſion, and extra ſtores, 
come to about 3, 500,0061: excluſive of ordnance, and ex- 
clufive of ſundry large ſums, charged in the account of the 
annual navy-debt for foreign timber, freights, various na- 
val ſtores, and excluſive of the conſiderable coſt to the na- 
tion, for zepleniſhing the ſtores, &c. conſumed by fire in the 
dock-yard of Portſmouth. So that the expence to the pub- 
lic, on the ordinary and extraordinary eſtimates of the navy, 
has, within the eight years of Lord Sandwich's wiſe and 
honeft management of the marine- boards, more than doubled 
che eight years of the laſt moſt 1 war; againſt the 
charges of which war to the Britiſh empire, ſo much has 
been repeatedly urged by the enemies to that illuſtrious 
ſtateſman, and ſucceſsful miniſter, Lord Chatham. 

Of theſe ſums granted by Parliament ſince January 1771, 
it appears evidently from the official papers now on your table, 
that 2, 560, oool. allowed for the building, repairing, and ſto- 
ring particular ſhips of war, named and reported by the navy- 


board, and expedient to have been repaired, and ſometimes ſaid 


to be actually taken in hand, has not been applied to the uſes 
approved of by this Houſe, and for which uſes alone it could 
be underſtood to be voted. ** But (ſay the gentlemen on the 
oppolite benches) if the money was not applied to the ſpe- 
cific articles for which it was aſked and granted, ſtill it has 
been duly laid out for other national purpoſes.” Why then 
has Parliament been denied the proper vouchers for the real 
expenditure of ſo enormous a ſum ? Why, Sir, when I took 
the liberty, a few days fince, to move for an account of the ap- 
plication of that'ſum, fo unwarrantably diverted into other 


channels, was I defeated in my purpoſe, by that uſual cloak to 


the peculation and infamy of miniſters, the Previous Queſtion ? 
If gentlemen will pleaſe to take the trouble of examining 
the nature and origin of theſe extraordinary eſtimates of the 
navy, they muſt be convinced that it has always been the in- 
tention of the Commons, and the indiſpenſable obligation of 
overnment, to have the money given thereon expended to- 
wardsthe object for which miniſters ſpecifically required it. An- 
nual allowances of this kind have been continued regularly for 
about tweaty-eight- years . laſt paſt, Previouſly to the year 
28 ER 1 1750; 
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1750, an article in the groſs was uſually inſerted in the ſtate 
of the navy-debt, for building, rebuilding, repairing ſhips and 
docks, &c. when the jealous and vigilant eye of Parliament 
obſerving thoſe demands unreaſonably to accumulate, required 
that a cloſe and ſatisfactory detail ſhould be thenceforward pro- 
duced of the ſeveral men of war neceſſary to be undertaken, 
and the work really meant to be done. I herefore an addreſs 
was preſented to the King (which ſtands on the journals of 
this Houſe) for the proper officers to bring in an account of 
what might be requiſite on theſe heads of building, repairs, 
&c. for the current year. The charges to this country on 
the ſeveral articles muſt of courſe be ſtated on a conjectural 
and- unpreciſe valuation ; for, till the work be compleated, it 
were impoſſible to aſcertain the exact expence of every ſhip 
built or repaired. But there is no power ever left by the le- 
giſlature, nor intended to be left, for miniſters at their option 
to change the application of the public money, to other and 
very different ſervices, without expreſsly having recourſe again 
to the approbation and conſent of this Houſe. So unconſti- 
tutional, ſo daring and dangerous a licence, ſetting both law 
and decency at defiance, and unknown to former govern- 
ments, was reſerved for the preſent deſpotic rulers over an 
abuſed and a too patient people. Early in the laſt century, 
we find that the refitting of eight ſhips of war for the nar- 
Tow ſeas coſt 5,761.1. 105. and to completely repair twelve men 
of war with hulls, maſts, and yards, came to but 8000 / this 
appears by the extraordinary · charge given into Parliament for 
the years 1625, 1626, and 1627, wherein the names of the 
ſeveral ſhips are ſpecified. The extraordinary of the navy 
fifty years ago (or articles uſually compriſed under that deno- 
mination) were from 40, Oo to 60, ooo l. Till the begin- 
ning of the late war, the money annually expended for the 
extra ſervices of the fleet rarely exceeded 100 0001, during 
the continuance of that war, it never went in any one year 
higher than 200,000/., and peace being concluded in 
1762, when Mr. George Grenville was Firſt Commiſſioner 

the Board of Admiralty, it was again brought within the 
compaſs of 100, ooo; after 1763, it from time to time very 
conſiderably increaſed ; but during the : preſent noble Earl's 
adminiſtration (even previouſly to the breaking out of the 
American civil war) it fell not much ſhort, communibus annis, 
of 400,000/. and is now augmented to ſo extravagant a height 
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The — in the ſtate of the navy debt, on the long liſt 
of ſundries heretofore accounted for under wear and tear, and 
properly 
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properly within the diſburſements of 41. per month, are a | 


heavy additional burthen on the ſubject, and render the pro- 


fligate diſſipation of the public revenue ſtill more glaring and 
notorious. By an eſtimate delivered to Parliament of the 


probable expence of the naval department for 1772, it 19 
computed that the wages of ſeamen and marines, taking offi- 
cers into the reckoning, will demand, one with another, 


11. 10s. per month]; viQualling 195. per month; there muſt 
confequently remain 11. 115. per month for wear and tear, 
&c. which, on 40,000 men provided for laſt year, comes to 


80, 600 /; and on the 60,000 men for 1778 will not fall 
much ſhort of 1,209,000/; which ought to ſupply hoſ- 
pitals, rigging, ſtores, and all other contingencies, for 


the naval ſervice, at the fulleſt demand, excepting. ord- 


nance, which is a diſtint branch of buſineſs, and ſe— 
parately provided for. The navy debt is ſo modelled and 
manufactured, that I cannot but conſider it as a mockery 
of all numerical inveſtigation; for, upon conſulting with 
very able accomptants, both commercial and profeſſional, they 
agree but in one point, which is, that miniſters have the par- 
ticulars of the navy-debt thus contrived, for perplexity's ſake, 
only to envelope in utter darkneſs the true appropriation of 


the immenſe ſums they extort thereupon from the public. I 


ſhall juſt obſerve, in the groſs, that the navy debt, at this 
day, amounts to as much as at the cloſe of the laft war, about 
three millions and a half. Ir increaſes two millions every 
year of the American war. When the noble Lord in the 
blue ribbon came to the head of the treaſury, January 1770, 
the whole arrear due was but 1,070,0004, But, Sir, having 
now ſhewn at what an enormous charge your navy has ſtood 
ſince 1771, when Lord Sandwich came to preſide at the ad- 
miralty, it will be proper that I proceed to conſider, whether. 
your fleet has or has not been improved under his manage-, 
ment. When a very amiable and renowned naval comman- 
der, now a member of the other Houſe of Parliament fLord 


Hawke] came to the head of that department, 1766, he found 


ſixty- one ſhips of the line fit for ſervice, of which nineteen 
were in commiſſion, and forty-two in ordinary, and fourteen, 
were upon the ſtocks : that noble Lord, during the four years, 
of his. naval adminiſtration, launched fourteen ſhips of the 
line of battle, repaired ee, gs and left fiſteen upon the 
ſtocks. Lord Sandwich, in ſeven years hw January 1771, 
to December 1777) has built and rebuilt twenty-one of the 
line, and repaired thirty-four. Fifteen are now building; 
but there are not 3 many men of war in a condition to 


ſtand 
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ſtand the ſeas, nor to perform ſervice, in caſe of a foreign war, 
as when Lord Hawke went out of office. The length of 
time that thoſe men of war have been in employ, which were 
conſidered by Lord Hawke to remain in a ſound ſtate, 
and the flender repairs they have fince required, prove that 
the commiſſioners of the navy-board were not miſtaken in 
their various reports to the admiralty reſpecting ſuch ſhips ; 
but that they were as ſerviceable and as perfect as Lord 
Hawke underſtood them to be. It has been more than 
once ſuggeſted in another place [| Houſe of Lords] either 
through groſs error, or a more reprehenſible motive, that 
Lord Sandwich had broken up forty fail of the line of battle 
ſince he came into power. Of the forty ſail of the line al- 
luded to, twenty-eight were ſo far from being on Admiral 
Hawke's liſt of ſhips in good condition, that they were not 
even on Lord Egmont's liſt, whom Admiral Hawke ſucceed- 
ed. They had long been ſentenced to be either broken up, 
or cut down to a lower rate; ſeven out of the forty were 
French or Spaniſh prizes, taken in the laſt war, and in a very 
doubtful fituation ; eight of the _ were actually em- 
| ployes abroad or on home-duty, when Lord Hawke reſigned, 
and the remaining ſhip, the Africa, was ſhamefully ſold for 
8001. three years ago, though ſhe might for 5000/7. have been 
made in the King's yard one of the beſt ſhips of 64 guns of 
the whole royal navy, and far preferable to many of her claſs, 
which have been repaired by the noble Earl, at the charge 
of above 20,c001. each. | 
The preſent board has poſſeſſed peculiar advantages, be- 
yond all former ones, in carrying on that line of buſineſs 
which reſpects the building and repairing of capital ſhips of 
war. They have had the uſe of the large baſon at Portſ- 
mouth, and all the docks have been open ; whereas that ba- 
ſon, and the two largeſt docks, were ſhut nearly the whole of 
Lord Hawke's time, It were to be wiſhed that Lord Sand- 
wich had followed the example of his predeceſſor, in repair- 
ing ſuch men of war only as would anſwer the labour and 
expence. We have now a nominal liſt of above ane hun- 
dred fail of the line of battle, of which fifty are in com- 
miſſion (I ſpeak of the official accounts before the commit- 
tee, made up to November laſt) viz. five in, North America, 
one in the Mediterranean, one in the Eaſt Indies, and forty- 
three on the home ſtation. And what is the ſtate of theſe 


men of war? The preamble to the report from the admiralty 


relative to the ſtore of timber in hand and contracted for 
(which report is on your table) ſets forth, that his _ 
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jeſty's ſhips in general launched in the courſe of the laſt war, 
having. been conſtructed with extraordinary diſpatch, and 
with green wood, a very rapid decay had been the conſe- 
quence ; adding, that the ſhips built immediately following 
'the war, were but little better than the others; and indeed 
this is demonſtrable from the repeated repairs thoſe ſhips 
have already had, that were launched from the ſtocks after 
the year 1763, and which, though ſome of them have never 
been ventured out to ſea, have been more than once repaired, 
at a very large expence. Now, Sir, of more than one hun- 
dred fail of the line (including thoſe in ordinary, or diſap- 
parelled) how many were built in the laſt war, and have 
therefore a poſitive ſentence of condemnation thus officially 

paſſed upon them? No leſs a number than one half. I have 
their names on an authentic paper in my hand; and of the 
remainder, ſeveral are reported, in your laſt extraordinary 
eſtimate, to want material repair. But it may be affirmed, 
that of thoſe ſhips conſtructed laſt war, a great many have 
undergone a thorough amendment, and are now in good or- 
der. Fir, am ſorry to find, that ſo many as eighteen of the 
line have been worked upon and patched with the very worſt 
kind of wood that can be uſed for ſuch purpoſes, viz. oak 
timber from Stetin. The foreign wood in general imported 
into your dock-yards (as well that of Roſtock, and the ſe- 
veral other ports of the Baltic, as from Bremen on the river 
Weſel) is of a bad quality, and has but little ſpine or roſin. 
The worſt timber of all is that from Stetin; as it has every 
bad quality attending the reſt, and is beſides ſingularly ſpungy 
and porous; and though it has been often remonſtrated againſt 
in the ſtrongeſt terms, by ſome of the moſt experienced and 
honeſt ſhip-builders in the royal yards; yet it is ſtill a fa- 
vourite wood with the reigning admiralty board, and the con- 
tractors for ſupplying it are much cheriſhed, to the ruin of 
your fleet, and endangering the health of your ſeamen, who 
are frequently ſet afloat in their hammocks, from the water 
ſoaking in, over-head, through the planks. The Mars 
was repaired with this timber only two years and a half ago, 
and the nation was charged for that repair above 26, ooo l. 
ſterling; as much as ſhe would have coſt building new from 
the ſtocks. It is, I believe, in the recollection of ſome gen- 
- tlemen now in the committee, with how poſitive a contra- 
diction, and how indecent an aſſurance, I was treated, by 
ſome perſons on the admiralty bench, previouſly to the Chriſt- 
mas receſs, hen l faithfully repreſented the ſad plight that this 
very ſhip was in at that time. The Houſe was made 1 7k 
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lieve ſhe was in perfectly good order, and that T was en- 
deavouring to impoſe upon Parliament. Sir, the Mars is 
found to be totally unfit for future ſervice; and therefore en- 
tirely ſtruck off from the liſt of your fleet. The Yarmouth 
and the Prince of Wales were alſo lately repaired with Ste- 
tin timber, ſo were many others of good exterior appearance, 
but which can ſcarce be ſaid to ride at anchor in ſafety. An 
honourable friend of mine near me is, I find, lately appointed 
to a 74 gun ſhip repaired with Stetin timber | Captain Wal- 
ſingham of the Thunderer] and built in the late war; I 
heartily wiſh him ſucceſs with his command ; butt would not 
have him truſt entirely to a report from thoſe who com- 
miſſioned her, of her fitneſs for the ſeas; On the account 
before us of the Jamaica ſquadron, he will meet with the 
Bute, reported by the admiral there to be fit for ſea in No- 
vember laſt; and within a month after, ſhe was found in ſo 
rotten a ſtate on her paſſage home, that it was impoſſible, even 
with fair weather, to keep her above the waves: fo ſhe was 
ſcuttled and ſunk: which, when the workmen of the com- 
manding-officer's ſhip (of the convoy) carried their tools 
aboard to effect, one of the tars ſaved them the trouble, by 
clenching his fiſt, and driving it, without much pain to his 
knuckles, clear through her hull. This Bute was, it ſeems, 
an old Eaſt-India trader, totally unfit for the Company's 
ſervice; but held at the admiralty-board ſufficiently ſtout and 
healthy for a public ſhip of war; and therefore contracted 
far at a high price. There is, I believe, another ſhip of a 
ſimilar ſtamp, called the Andromeda, now going upon go- 
yernment employ; and I ſhould be ſorry to inſure her exi- 
ſtence for a twelvemonth, at fifty per cent, Sir, there has 
been a moſt criminal negle& in the navy department, rela- 
tive to the ſeaſoning and preſerving ſhip-timber. I can prove, 
that a very excellent plan for this object of the firſt national 
importance, preſented by a gentleman of very high deſcrip- 
tion for his experience and induſtry, has not even been fa- 
voured with a peruſal ; while ineffectual and futile projects, 
which require no time for conſideration, are, through lazi- 
neſs or partiality, very readily received and adopted. The 
real fact is, that in this climate your timber fit for ſhip-build- 
ing, let it lay in ſtore ever ſo long, and though in the moſt 
perfect natural ſtate, cannot be depended on for durability, 
without expedients of art. We have loſt or neglected the 
beſt method of ſeaſoning timbers, ſo as to render them durable 
in the frames of ſhips. Our capital ſhips of war heretofore 
laſted near half a century, The Royal William, a firſt- rate, 
Vor. IX, ? wo "it 
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cut down to an 84, was, a few years ago, the favourite ſhip 
on ſervice of the whole navy of Great Britain, either for 
working on the ſeas, or to encounter an enemy; ſhe was 
built'in 1719 : and 1 could name thany others, within my 
obſervation, whoſe frames remained ſound and fit for fervice 
thirty-five or forty years, though in continual employ. Nei- 
ther are the ſhips of war belonging to other maritime nations 
ſo bad, in theſe times, as thoſe of the Britiſh navy. The 
Spaniſh two-deckers, of 80 and 74 guns, are the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt durable in the world ; not only thofe built in the 
iſtand of Cuba, of cedar-wood and matiogany, but even ſuch 
as have been conſtructed in the European ports of Spain, 
by Engliſh builders, and upon the ſame models with our 
ewn. We have few men of war on our liſt that have proved 
ſo laſting as the Centaur, Bienfaiſant, and the ſhips of war 
in general that were. taken 'from the French twenty years 
ago ; they have ſtood us but in little -for repairs, compared 
with others of the ſame claſs built in England; particular- 
go it we take into conſideration, that they have been con- 

antly kept in commiſſion. - The number and ſtate of Lord 
Howe's fleet in America has been greatly miſunderſtood” by 
the Houſe; of the eighty-two ſail under his command in 
November laſt, two are hoſpital-ſhips; upwards of thirty ate 
flaops of war, armed-merchantmen, and ſmall- craft, and 
eleven of the reſt carry but 20 guns. His frigates have 
many of them not been eleaned theſe three years, and one- 
third of the Whole number were cleaned juſt two years ago; 
nine or ten are declared to be fotten or leaky'; and almoſt 
every ſhip er veſſel is reported, by his Lordſhip's return, 
to want a ſupply of gunner's ſtores. In Great Britain, 
and for home-ſervice; you have no more than eleven 
frigates in commiſſion, and not ſix in tolerable condi- 
tion, that remain to be equipped on an emergency. Thoſe 
infirm and diſearded merchant-veſſets, armed for war, and 
which ſwel} the numbers of the royalofleet to ſo high an 
amount; fuch veſſels as the Two” Brothers, Two Siſters, 
Kc. would be of little ſervice againſt French or Spaniſh 
cruiſers; they are preciſely the ſhips of the very worſt de- 
feription ;- bulky and unmanageable, nor- able to engage nor 
avoid an enemy; and no ſea-officer of character and expe- 
rience would willingly hazard his character in the beſt of 
o e | 

Let us now conſider the ſuppoſed danger of an in vaſion 
from France, and the comparative force at ſea of both na- 
tions, and how far we may be better or worſe prepared . 
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repel ap attack, than on former emergencies. At the com- 


mencement of naval hoſtifities in 1755, we ſeized, before a 
declaration of war, their very beſt ſailors, to the amount of 
ſome thoutands, At the beginning of the next year, on the 


eve of declaring war, we had near ſeventy fail of the line of 


battle fit for ſervice, of which fifty-five were actually in 
commiſſion, from 60 guns upwards ; and they muſtered. 
25,005 men. The frigates were then three times the number 
of our prefent ſtrength, beſides 38 ſhips of 50 guns: and 
we were ſo apprehenſive of an invaſion, and fo dreaded its 
conſequences, that an embargo was laid on the outward- 
bound trade, and a proclamation iſſued, requiring the inha- 
bitants all along the Britiſh coaſts, on the firſt appearance or 
alarm of an hoſtile fleet, to drive their . cattle to the di- 
ſtance of at leaſt twenty miles from the ſhore ; yet we had a 
land-army, for our internal ſafe-guard, of near 30,000 


effective national troops, beſides 24,000 Hanoverian and 


Heſhan auxiliaries ; and our reſources for men (now ſo 
exhauſted from emigrations for adventure, or by this fa- 
tal American conteſt) were entire, and abundant. The 
French navy, at that period, amounted to fixty-eight men 
of war of the line of battle, of which forty-fix were in 
commuhon, carrying 32,000 men. Early in 1759 we were 
again terrified with threats of an invaſion from the coaſt of 


Brittany, though we had then the moſt formidable fleet of 


men of war, that- any country had: been able to fit out fince 
the creation of, the globe. Our line of battle thips in com- 


miſſion amounted to ninety- five, with above 50,000 ſeamen 


and marines aboard; and we had more than one hundred 
frigates, or ſhips of 20 guns and upwards, completely 
manned. The fleets of France, before the engagement of 
the Foulon ſquadron off Cape Lagos, under M. De la Clue, 
againſt Admiral Boſcawen, conſiſted of fixty-fix fail of the 
line, actually on ſervice, manned with 46, 50o ſeamen and 
ſoldiers; their frigates, comparatively with ours, were of 
very inconſiderable force. Vet, gentlemen, recollect, that 
even after the deciſive defeat of the French ſquadrons 
in all parts of the world, during that campaign; Sir Ed- 
ward Hawke's: defeat of M. Conflans, and Sir George Po- 
cack's/ ſueceſs againſt M. D' Ache in the Eaſt- Indies, by 
which yictories the naval power of France was almoſt anni- 
hilated-;z even at that time did a pitiful armament of three 
imall veſſels, under the command of a corſair, and with a 
handful of troops aboard, land, without reſiſtance, in Ire- 
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land, ſpreading a ſerious panic throughout that country, and 
occaſioning the greateſt uneaſineſs and confuſion here, — 
France has at this criſis fifty-ſeven ſhips of the line, of 
which, forty, from 60 guns to 116, may be ready for ſea, 
and completely manned with able mariners, by means of their 
regiſter, in three weeks. Spain has a lift of ſixty- one of the 
line in Europe, and four more nearly built, in the port of the 
Havannah. They have thirty-five men of war, of yery 
capital force, that can (J am confidently aſſured) go upon 
ſervice immediately. I have already ſhewn to the commit- 
tee the infirmity of our ſhips of war, neither have we any 
extenſive means, at this conjuncture, of compleating their 
eſtabliſhment; I admit that a certain number of ſea- faring 
perſons now ſkulk within land, who might perhaps come 
forth, in caſe of a rupture with the Houſes of Bourbon, 
though they keep aloof from the preſent unnatural quar+ 
rel; but theſe recruits could not exceed a very few thou- 
ſands, You have lately drained the nation of that. part 
of its inhabitancy to which you might have had an occa- 
fional recourſe for this end. Your ſupplies are exceedingly 
reduced; and we have voted for the current year more ſea- 
men than this country has ever yet been able to furniſh for 
war, independent of her American colonies. You have 
voted aboye 48,200, beſides marines, The moſt we could 
ever get, excluſive of marine-ſoldiers, in the laſt war, or in 
any former wars, was $52,000; and of theſe full 10,000 
were natives of the continent of North-America. Beſides, 
till the year 1760, your number of European ſeamen were 
but 30,000 ; though after the unexampled and heroic tri- 
umph of the Britith flag over every part of the ocean, fo- 
reigners from almoſt every power in Chriſtendom were in- 
elined to enter into our pay; and actually did fo, in conſi- 
derable numbers, from Portigal, from the northern nations, 
and the ſeveral little maritime ſtates of Italy. At preſent 
there is neither the ſame credit ſtamped on your arms to in- 
duce ſuch. exotic ſupplies, nor have they equal lure of proſ- 
perous and prafitable cruiſes. Let thoſe gentlemen who hug 
themſelves with a comfortable perfuaſion of our entire ſecu- 
Tity from invaders, becauſe of our inſular ſituation, and vi- 


gilance or ſuperior dexterity of our fleet; recolle&t how 
many invaſions of theſe iſlands ftand recorded in hiftory. 


There have been, ſince the Norman conqueſt} twenty-four 
invaſions of Great Britain or Ireland, nine of which have 


been made good, without any moleſtation on the ſeas, and 


ſeven 
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ſeven haye proved ſucceſsful, . Between 1685 and 1689, 


four invaſions were effectuated. In May, 1685, the Duke 


of Monmouth ſailed from the Texel with three ſhips, and 
landed without reſiſtance, after beating about in bad weather 
nineteen days, in the Engliſh Channel, which then ſwarmed 
with cruiſers, diſpatched to intercept his paſſage. In 1688, 
the Dutch fleet, with the Prince of Orange aboard, after- 
wards King William the Third, and which conſiſted of fifty- 
four men of war (beſides tranſports and other veſſels, about 


five hundred) failed from Helvoet, and ſtretched for the 


channel. Lord Dartmouth at that time lay with the Eng- 
liſh ſquadron, of ſixty-one ſhips of the line, at anchor in 


the Downs; the weather became thick and hazy, as is uſual,” 


with the wind to the ſouthward of the eaſt. The Dutch 
men of war were full ſeven hours before they could all 
ſtretch to the weſtward of the Engliſh, and extended ſeveral' 
miles 1n length ; yet the Prince contrived to reach Torbay, 
and land his whole army unoppoſed ; though Lord Dart- 
mouth got under way with the utmoſt expedition poſhble, 


and crouded ſail to encounter the enemy, I am aware that 


ſome writers of that time have hinted: ſtrong ſuſpicions 
againſt the loyalty and zeal of the Britiſh commanders ; but 
the fact is, they uſed their beſt endeavours, and once got 
within fight of the Dutch rear; but the wind ſhifting ſud- 
denly to the weſtward, and coming on to blow freſh, juſt as 
the Dutch men of war had reached Torbay (or as ſome authors 
alledge, overſhat their deſtination in the night) they were 
enabled to fetch the landing-place, while the ſhips in chace 
were forced, by the ſame gale, ſo far back as the Iſle of 
Wight. The year after the abdication a ſquadron of 
French men of war (fourteen) landed King James and 
ſeveral of his chief military officers at Kinſale, without meet- 
ing with the Engliſh ſquadron diſpatched to prevent their 
debarkation; and not long after, a ſecond. French fleet met 
with the ſame facility of landing, and put on ſhore a nume- 
rous foreign army, for enabling King James to diſpute the 
poſſeffion of that kingdom with his ſon-in-law. But, 
Sir, this alarm of an invaſion, and the preſent debilitated 
ſtate of Great Britain and Ireland, will render it abſolutely 
neceſſary that we reſerve two thirds of our preſent force for 
the heart of the realm, The noble Lord with the blue rib- 
bon Lord North] ſpeaks in a high tone of preſumption, and 
boaſts of the “ vigour of our navy :” being particeps crimi- 


nis (I ſuſpe@) with the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, rather 
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through miſchievous policy than ſhort- ſightednels. Ano- 
ther honourable member, oppoſite to me ſ the Lord Advocate 
of Scotland] truſts much to the exertion of our, ſuperior na- 
val armaments, <* with energy.” How, Sir, can you ſpare 


one ſhip of the line from the defence of this country, in caſe / 


of a French and Spaniſh war? Suppoſe you had forty-three 
or forty- four of the line manned to their full war- comple- 


ment; this ſtrength would ſcarcely ſuffice to cover your har - 


hours and coaſts; you would have no cruiſers, no, weſtern- 
ſquadron—What is to become of your Weſt-India iſlands, 
your Afiatic ſettlements, and the important fortreſſes of 
Gibraltar and Mahon? The foreign ſtations, for a defenſive 
war only againit France, will require near tifty ſail of the line; 
and againſt the two Houſes of Bourbon united, you cannot do. 
with fewer on theſe ſervices than ſeventy-five or eighty. Your 
whole preſent extent of the line of battle would be little better 
as was lately faid by a noble Earl in the other Houle) [| Lord 
zatham | than a Mediterranean command, with proper re- 
liefs. When have you ſeen fo few as twenty fail of the line 
on that ſervice, againſt the united power of Verſailles. and 
Madrid? Early in this century (the-reign of Queen Anne) 
Sir George Rooke and Sir Cloudeſly Shovel commanded a 
fleet of more than fifty ſail of the line in that ſea; and the; 
fleet of the enemy was full as numerous; they had ſe- 
venteen three-deckers. In the reign of George the Firſt, Sir 
George Byng had upwards of twenty. ſail of the line of 


battle in the 


— 


eſſina fight ; and his force was repreſented as 


inadequate to that ſtation. In the late King's reign (the war 
before the laſt) the ſquadron under the Admirals Matthews 
and Leftock conſiſted of above forty men of war of *he 
line; and the combined fleets, of France and Spain proved 
fully their match. I ſhall perhaps be told, that in 1562, 
when the French and Spaniards were united againſt Great 
Britain, we had few more than twenty fail of the line of 


battle in the Mediterranean, off Cadiz; and notwith- 
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propriety of ſuch idea, by the noble Lord who preſides as firſt 
commiſſioner for navy affairs; perhaps (as the honourable 
member [Mr. Fox] who opened this debate has already ob- 
ſerved to the committee) not through ignorance in that no- 
ble Lord, but becauſe he wiſhed to avoid taking a compara- 
tive view of the number of 50 gun ſhips at this time, 
in our navy, to what we had in former wars. True it is, 
that our 50 gun fhips, at preſent, in and out of commiſſion, 
do not exceed fourteen or fifteen; there were, till within 
theſe few years laſt paſt, near thrice that number. But, 
Sir, there can be no doubt of the propriety of calling thoſe 
ſhips men of war of the line. They carry the ſame weight 
of metal (twenty-four pounders and twelyes) as 60 gun 
ſhips; and in action lead the van or cloſe the rear; and of 
courſe are brought into the line of action, unleſs where the 
enemy is inferior in number; in which caſe they general: 

keep at a diſtance, to replace diſabled veſſels in the line, if 
occaſion ſhould require it; otherwiſe, to protect the unarmed 
part of your fleet, to chace ſhips of the enemy, to repeat ſig- 
nals, and for other contingent duties. In the laſt war, and 
the war preceding the laſt, very eminent ſervices were per- 
formed by your ſhips of 50 guns, the Hampſhire, Portland, 
Antelope, &e. under Baird, Stephens, and other gallant 
commanders. ' In the Toulon fight, the Guernſey, of 50 
guns, was oppoſed in the Britiſh ſquadron to the Poder, a 
French man of war of 64 guns, and actually forced her out 
of the line. In 1755, when Admiral Boſcawen detached five 
of his ſquadron to block up four fail of French men of war of 
che line of battle, three of thoſe five were ſhips of 50 guns. 
In ſhort, Sir, the authority of the noble Peer FLord Briſtol] 
one of the beſt accredited ſea-officers in the world, might 
lave been deemed of ſufficient weight to decide whether they 
are to be accounted among your line of battle or frigates. 
Sure J am, that in caſe of a foreign war, we ſhall have need 
to employ them 'as ſhips of the line; and there are ſome 
ſhips of that claſs now on the American ſtation, which, from 
the ad vantage they poſſeſs of good Britiſh crews, and being 
thoroughly feaſoned to che element, and to naval duty, 1 
ſhould not be in much pain for, were a combat to happen 
with a French man of war of 60 guns; although I do not 
think the ſhips of our fleet in general ſo conditioned, with 


diſcuſſion 5 but am again to urge, in excuſe, the very great 
importance 
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1mportance of the matter before you, and the peculiar man- 
ner in which I had pledged myſelf to Parliament, to efta- 
bliſh and verify reiterated charges of groſs error, and peri- 
lous miſmanagement (not to uſe worſe epithets) againſt 
a formidable miniſterial board. It is but too evident 
that your ſhips of war fit for ſervice are fewer in number, 
and thoſe leſs to be depended on for duration, than ever was 
known ſince Great Britain has been a maritime power; that 
twice as much money has been expended within the laſt eight 
years, for building, repairing, and preſerving your ſhips, 
as was applied to theſe objects during the whole courſe of 
the laſt glorious war ; and that the preſent noble prefident at 
the admiralty-board | Lord Sandwich] after expending a ſum 
of money thereon, which might have conſtructed one hun- 
dred fail of the line, and as many frigates, new from the 
Rocks, has your navy at this day on not near ſo formidable a 
footing, as when he came to the board in January 1771, 
As to ſeamen and marines, though we are now in the 
month of March, you want upwards of 12,000 to complete 
the numbers voted for the ſervice of the current year; for 
the laſt weekly accounts differ but immaterially from thoſe 
made up to November laſt, now before the committee; nei - 
ther will you eaſily find the means of ſupplying ſuch defi- 
ciency, _ you have raiſed your entrance-money to 
121. 25. for each volunteer (including the public encourage- 
ments beyond the 51. 55. from the crown) to the great preju- 
dice of commerce, and ruin of the merchants; and the men, 
thus dearly bought, are not in general of a mould, or profeſ- 
ſional deſcription, to be compared with thoſe recruited on ſimi- 
lar emergencies heretofore. Men are not to be had for navy 
nor army; though for the latter you have lowered the ſtan- 


dard almoſt to dwarf ftature, and doubled the bounties. If 


the bill for encouraging ſeamen and ſea-faring perſons to 


enter voluntarily, which I did myſelf, in the laſt ſeſſion, the 


honour to propoſe to the Houſe, had met with a favourable 
reception, many thouſands of your beſt mariners, who are 
now gone over to Holland, or ſerving in the fleets of your 
revolted ſubjects, might have been within reach at this 
day. At a future ſeaſon, notwithſtanding former prejudices, 
and every minifterial diſcouragement for the ſake of per- 
quiſites, I ſhall revive my earneſt endeavours to augment the 
pay of your ſeamen. 1n times of peace, to provide for them 
under the infirmities of age, and limit the time of their ſer- 
vitude ; till you aboliſh the horrid unconſtitutional __— 
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of impreſſing, and hold out theſe lures, you will never find 
the profeſſion of a ſeaman much followed by the lower orders 
of the people; and I fully demonſtrated, in the courſe of a 
former debate, that the preſent enormous expences to the 
nation in providing ſeamen (the natural conſequence of com- 
pulſion and violence) might in great meaſure be ſaved. I look, 
Sir, upon thoſe miniſterial gentlemen who voted laft year 
againſt bringing in a bill for ſuch ſalutary ends, to be an- 
ſwerable for no fewer than 160 innocent lives at leaſt, which 
have fallen a ſacrifice to the preſs-warrants, and the ſa- 
vages indiſcriminately let looſe to enforce them upon free- 
born ſubjects; beſides a multitude of ſeamen driven into 
foreign pay. Sir, your fleet can never cope with the con- 
federate naval ſtrength of France, Spain, and America: I 
own, high as I eſteem your naval character, I ſhould dread 
the conteſt. The beſt of the northern ſeamen of the Ame- 
rican continent are yet in reſerve; they made a conſiderable 
part of Gates's land army at Saratoga, being wiſely pre- 
vented, by the general convention of New-England, from 
entering into naval employ, while their ſervice could be of 
far greater utility on ſhore, and they ran leſs riſque of 
falling into the hands of the Britiſh invaders. Bur, Sir, 
ſhouid the thirteen united provinces of America become free 
and independent, I could in reafon entertain no very direful 
apprehenfions. therefrom. Thirteen hundred miles of coaſt 
will not be found equal to the extent of the coaſts of Great 
Britain and Ireland. In theſe our iſlands are ports for ſhip- 
ping more in number, and full as commodious ; our popula- 
tion 1s at preſent in the proportion of near four to one; and 
our inſular ftate is better adapted to promote external 
commerce, and internal mercantile communications, than 
is the caſe with that vaſt expanded continent of America; 
our climate is happier ; our poſition, as to the three other 
quarters of the globe, far more advantageous ; the ſouthern 
coaſt of America during one half of the year being un- 
wholeſome, and incommoded by long calms, or irregular 
inſidious currents; the northern provinces ſubject to thick, 
tempeſtuous weather, and ſcarcely acceffible during the 
winter ſeaſon. I believe, we have in Great Britain and 
Ireland more cultivatable and productive territory, than in 
all the thirteen ſeceded provinces put together; I mean, 
within the limits of their great chain of lakes. Cataracts im- 
menſe, torrented rivers, high mountains, and impervious fo- 
reſts, are noble and magnificent features for painting or poe- 
Vor. IX. | " uy 3 
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try; but in practical ſocieties, and for the ends of agricul- 
ture, manufactures, or commerce, they cannot ſurely be 


preferred to the humbler ſtreams of England ; to our fertile 


plains, and more practicable foil. While you compel the 
natives of the thirtcen provinces to become, to a man, ſol- 
diers or ſeamen, in their own defence, they may be formi- 
dable indeed to your Weſt-India iſlands, or on remoter en- 
terprizes ; but if once left to ſettle in peace, their intereſt, 
their ſober wiſdom and gravity, above all, their natu- 
ral love of liberty, and jealouſy of military power, will 
dictate to them to lay aſide the ſword and firelock, and take 
up the ſhuttle and the ploughſhare ; they will turn their 
thoughts to huſbandry to manufactures, and to eftabliſh a 
pacific civil goyernment, on the baſis of induſtry and com- 


mercial policy, That they may rival us in ſeveral branches 


of trade I don't deny; but ſuch rivalry will ſerve (I truſt) 
as a ſpur to the genius and ingenuity of the natives of this 
country, and ſtimulate us to make uſe of thoſe ſuperior ad- 
vantages with which (as. I have already obſerved) we are 


bleſſed by nature. Improve your oriental and your Afri- 


can trades ; the latter may, with proper management, be 
be made ablolutely to govern the commerce. of America at 
European markets, Africa produces not only the commodi- 
ty, but likewiſe the labourer to reap and to work it; the in- 
digo, the rice of Carolina, the tobacco of Virginia, cannot 
be produced without the African Negroes; a voyage from 
Great Britain to Senegambia is performed in little more than a 


fortniglit. Thoſe who ſpeculate upon the imperial greatneſs of 


the Americans at ſome future day, perhaps go far beyond 
the bounds of human probability. Who can ſay what in- 
teſtine diſſentions, what epidemical diſeaſes, what bloody 


wars, or other ill-fated events, to cruſh ſuch ambi- 


tious and glorious proſpects, may or may not he found in 
the future hiſtory of that continent, though the firſt page of 
it is now ſo promiſing, ſo auſpicious? Perhaps, Sir, when 
zuſt approaching towards the zenith of their glory and pro- 
ſperity, Providence may (as has been, in our days, the caſe 
with the motlier- country) tor the completeſt of all curſes in 
the nature of ſublunary things, beſtow ſuch a ſet af mi- 
niſters to rule over them, as thoſe wha have, under 
George the Third, precipitated this nation from the & 
pinnacle. of fame and happineſs,. to the loweſt abyſs o 
wretchedneſs and diſgrace. I hope, Sir, we ſhall, in good 
time, before the well- affected parts of your American colo- 
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nies embrace the confederacy of the thirteen, now in a fair 
road of independence; I ſay, I hope we ſhall have wiſdom 
enough to preſerve them from the like contagion and revolt. 
Canada, Newfoundland, tlie gates of the river St. Lau- 
rence, together with Nova Scotia, and the two Floridas; 
are as yet appendages of the Britiſh empire. Tis much to 
be apprehended, that we may ſee hoſtile banners braving the 
coaſts of England and Scotland next ſummer, with more 
ſtripes than thirteen. I heartily join the honourable mem- 
ber who has ſpoken on this ſubject with his uſual ſpirit, ac- 
curacy, and ſagacity [Mr. Charles Fox] and with extreme 
ſatisfaction ſecond the reſolutions he has put to the com- 


| mittee ; as nothing can be clearer than the inadequate ftate of 


our naval power to the preſent crifis of public affairs, except- 
ing the proſtitution, the miſmanagement, and atrocious cri- 
minality, of thoſe miniſters whom our deluded Sovereign 
has fatally choſen to entruſt with this main bulwark of- the 
empire, 


35 


Mr. Hippe/ley Cure, in the courſe of the debate, ſaid, he Mr. Hippes 
had lately left the kingdom of France, and was perfectly J Cane. 


convinced a war would very ſoon break out between Great 
Britain and that country; that France was arming with the 
utmoſt alertneſs ; that the troops were marching in large 
bodies to the ſea-ports; and that every thing wore the ap- 
pearance of military preparation. 


Verſailles had checked her ardor, and had ordered the troops 
to march back from the ſea- ports to the interior proyinces. 


Admiral Keppel took occaſion to ſay, that if he had the Admiral 
honour to be employed in the ſervice of his country, he ra- Ke 


ther wiſhed to have a ſmall fleet well fitted and completely 
manned, than a large number of ſhips badly equipped. 
The previous queſtion was put, and carried without a di- 


viſion. 1 
March 12. 


Mr. Alderman Wilkes, made his annual motion, reſpecting Mr. Wilkes, 


the Middleſex election. The queſtion was called for, when 
the numbers were for it 36, againſt it 88. : 


Hon. Fames Luttrell. The ſubject which T think it my Hon. James 
duty to enter upon, is certainly of importance beyond my Tutmell. 


abilities to do juſtice to; but I beg leave,to offer my ſenti- 
ments to this Houſe as a proof, that not only the firſt and 
moſt diſtinguiſhed of its members, but even down to myſelf, 
| F 2 who 


Lord North denied this; and declared that the court of Lord Nsrb, 
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who have the leaſt pretenſions amongſt you, are equally wil- 
ling to exert themſelves to the beſt of their abilities and ca- 
pacity, hoping to apply effectual remedies to thoſe evils, 
which have brought on this nation a crifis of ſuch. great diffi - 
culty and danger. 

T hat it would always have.been more honourable and wiſe 
for Great Britain to have offered proper terms of peace to the 
calonies, than to have held out unconditional ſubmiſſion, I 
belieye every perſon will admit, who is convinced by this 


war, that no names, however pompous and high ſounding, 
whether the divine inſtitution of prerogative, ſupremacy of 


Parliament, or dignaty of the nation, can ſanctify to a free 
people acts of injuſtice, tyranny, and oppreſſion. | 

With reſpect to the conciliatory plan, that it would have 
proved both expedient and ſucceſsful to have offered ſuch a 
plan ſome months ago, nobody can reafonably deny : but 
how far the meaſure is expedient now; that is to ſay, how 
far it is in itfelf adequate to obtain peace under the circumſtan- 
ces of the preſent times, remains & yet to be proved. I ſin- 
cerely wiſh it ſucceſs, and convinced of the ruinous expence 
and fatal conſequences attending the war, I was happy to ſee 
any plan brought into Parliament, which might tend to de- 
clale a diſpoſition towards peace on the part of Great Britain: 
but 1 cannot give credit to miniſters who ſeem reſolved to 
make.the good which Parliament and the nation might agree 
to, totally impracticaple to be carried into effect; miniſters, 
who, conſcious that they are an obſtacle to terms, however 
adequate, proving acceptable in America, are capable of ſet- 
ting higher value on the emoluments of their offices, and gra- 
tification of private ambition, than on the peace and proſpe- 
rity of the empire. For, Sir, we may debate and vote as we 
pleaſe, Americans, not us, are to decide the fate of the con- 
Ciliatory plan; and undoubtedly they will not only take into 
their conſideration the fairneſs. or artfulneſs of your propoſals 
for peace, but the men they are to truſt to for performance and 
future conſiſtency of conduct; and let theſe miniſters be ever 
ſo much flatrered by the extraordinary fupport they have met 
with here, let them call themſelves by what pompous names 
or high titles they think fit, they undoubtedty are the men 
who perſecuted and inſulted America ; therefore, Sir, by 
what madneſs can Americans be fuppoſed to conceive that 


men fo rewarded and in favour for having broke through 


their charters, and trampled on their juſt rights, will never 
dare in future to break the faith of any treaty, or by undue 
influence here attempt to violate the moſt ſacred pledge of le- 
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giſlature? May not America receive every propoſal, whilſt 
ſuch men are kept in power, as an inſult ? May not America 
conceive that now a blow is meditated at liberty through ſtate 


craft, which force of arms could not effect? Or how can 


ſuch a wavering miniſtry be depended on? who appearing at- 
tached to no fixed principles of public juſtice, can be bound 
by no ſyſtem of policy or. maxims of government, changin 

the object of the war with every weſtern breeze, and now af” 
ſuming the borrowed plumage of the peaceful dove, flattering 
themſelves America will not diſcern the cruel vultures that 
have preyed on her. Such miniſters may deceive themſelves, 
but to all the world muſt appear as inadequate to peace, as 
they have proved themſelves incompetent to war, | 

We can only hope, Sir, that America will not think it ne- 
ceſſary to guard againſt an inferior and ſecondary power, a cer- 
tain deſcription of men who appear to act under the reſponſi- 
ble miniſters, but who have held out this olive branch in a 
moſt ſuſpicious and equivocal manner. I mean that ſort of 
Janus politician, who has on) face towards America, another 
towards his Majeſty ; one countenance expreſſing peace, har- 
mony and unanimity, and another disfigured with the ugly 
paſſiens of falſe pride, hatred and revenge; one voice to vote 
in favour of perſecuted America, another to talk vehemently 
of inſulted, degraded, powerful Great Britain, Such unde- 
eiſive ſupport can do ſervice to no country, and I truſt they 
will prove the laſt, the leaſt in power; for ſooner ſhall the 
two faces of Janus meet, than America and Britons through 
their mediation. 

I regret, Sir, that parliament was not ſooner allowed to 
enquire into the ſtate of the nation; for I think that enquiry 
ought to have been finiſhed, as a ſolid foundation for a treaty 
of peace, as I truſt the object of that enquiry is to redreſs 
grievances, by removing all obſtacles, whether men or mea- 
ſures, in order to prevent a perſeverance in inevitable ruin. 
When miniſters are found guilty, ſurely to correct vice by 
cheriſhing it is a new experiment ; and perhaps a miniſtry, 
who by their preſent conduct bear fatal teſtimony of their paſt 
ruinous and bloody errors, may be thought more in character 
as patrons of the ſavages, then examples of Britiſh integrity, 
humanity and virtue, worthy of American confidence and 
eſteem, | | | 

Some indeed pretend, that it is inconſiſtent with our duty 


to ſhew the weak and perilous fituation of this country. 


Good God, Sir, was there ever an enquiry into the ſtate of 
the nation becauſe miniſters were virtuous and Great Britain 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778, 
In proſpetity ? Amidſt all the glories of laſt war, who would 
have moved an enquiry into the ftate of the nation ? It can 
only be called for when great calamity requires immediate re- 
dreſs. Such is now the ſituation of public affairs: and it is 
*therefore our duty to open the eyes of our Sovereign to misfor- 
tunes, in which he is not leſs a ſufferer than his people, and 
to convince him that thoſe miniſters who loſt his dominions, 
by endeavouring to make the prerogative of the crown in- 
compatible with the happineſs of the ſubject, have proved 
themſelves equally an enemy to both. | . 
If the treaty with France has taken place, I fear it is not a 
queſtion that thirteen provinces, and the hearts of a brave 
and powerful people, are loſt to his Majeſty ; it is rather 
what men and what meaſures, can ſave the we of America ? 
But ſuppoſing the caſe not totally deſperate ; if ruin or ſepa- 
ration 1s not unavoidable, yet ſurely it is at leaſt a criſis when 
the meaſures to prevent it ought to be ſent out with ſuch an 
unqueſtionable appearance of ſincerity, that it may be received 
as a proof of his Majefty's affection and love of juſtice to- 
wards his ſubjects, rather than as an aſſent extorted through 
fear and neceſſity; extorted from miniſters openly obſtinate 
and cruel, till diſappointed in their arbitrary views abroad and 
become jealous of their rivals at home. | 


Perhaps the noble Lord in the blue ribbon expects to be an 


exception, becauſe he formerly propoſed a conciliatory plan, 
As to the noble Lord's heart, ] believe it has never been con- 
ſulted in the cabinet ; and as to his conciliatory plan, it ap- 
peared to the Americans indeed more plauſible than uncon- 
ditional ſubmiſſion, but not more expreſſive of peaceful inten- 
tions - for the theory of Parliament's deſiſting from taxation 
as long as the American tribute ſhould amount to as much mo- 
ney as a vote of this Houſe ſhould require, was a mockery, 
of freedom and the practice of exacting ſuch a tribute by force 
of arms, tyranny and oppreffion. 

We know that miniſters muſt govern the nation; the duty 
of Parliament is to ſee they do it honeſtly and wiſely, or to 
endeavour to remove them from his Majeſty's councils. It is 
likewiſe the duty of Parliament to ſupport and look up to 
men who have more honourable pretenſions to the confidence 
and eſteem of the Sovereign and the people: in ſuch men it is 
meritorious to ſeek places of truſt ; for the crime cannot con- 
fiſt in holding a public office; the vice is in employing the po- 
wer to bad purpoſes, Lord Chatham was a truer patriot for 
having availed himſelf of that power which enabled- him by 
his wiſdom and virtue to raiſe his country to the higheſt * 
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Jof glory and proſperity, than if be had indolently content- 
ed himſelf with the duty of a private member; and it is rea- 
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" B ſonable to ſuppoſe, that his Majeſty may find able, vigilant, * 
and experienced ſtateſmen, capable of governing with infinite 11 
more ſteadineſs and judgment, more for his Majeſty's honouſt | 14 
0 and peace of mind, upon ſounder principles of publie juſtice, iy 


more likely to be confided in by Great Britain and by America, 
than theſe miniſters who have loſt one half the empire and 
0 nearly ruined the other half. : 
It was long, too long, thrown out to the public, that thoſe 
who contended in Parl:ament for equal liberty and equal hap- 
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i pineſs in every part of the Britiſh empire, were an American 
- faction: whilſt peace was attainable on ſuch terms, mini- 


ſters, were accuſtomed to allow that America could only de- 
pend on ſuch a faction for performance; a faction, Sir, who 
ſtill muſt have the credit of not being apt to give up their opi- 
nions of public juſtice, nor affect to change their principles; 
a faction, who warned theſe miniſters over and over again, 
not to delay a treaty till ſuch time as it ſnould be neceſſary to 
exchange unconditional ſubmiſſion in America for uncondi- 
tional ſubmiſſion in Great Britain; and moſt of whom I be. 
lieve ſtill look with aſtohiſnment at perſons who ſeem to per- 
ſevere in perſuading Majeſty, that nothing is inglorious for a 
King to bereduced to conſent to, except to change his mini- 
ſters, - | * 

By every intelligence from America, and by the nature of 
man, I think it appears that America is not blind to paſt in- 
juries. I think it is evident, that theſe miniſters, are odious, 
miſtruſted, and abhorred there; and from that I infer, that 
the Americans will refuſe to enter into any negotiation with 
the commiſſioners, if ſuch miniſters are to remain in power. 
Then what will be the uſe of the conciliatory plan, even ſu 
poſe it to be ever ſo perfect? Sir, is it not reaſonable to believe 
the Americans will refuſe to put any future confidence in men 
who have already betrayed them, murdered them with ſavage 

eruelty, abuſed them with the tongue of hatred, and ap 

to be rewarded inſtead of puniſhed for having ſo done? 
May not the confidence with which ſuch miniſters trample on 
the ſubjects, cauſe them to go farther than miſtruſt of the 
minifte? and materially affect his Majeſty's honour ? Muſt 
we force the Americans to give us more fatal proofs that they 
are neither cowards nor. fools? Will they not juſtly attribute 
to a want of ſpirit in this country, not a want of ſpirit in 
that country, any idea of putting future confidence in ſuch a 
miniſtry ? And the delay of explanations and altercations 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 


would only tend to cement their connection with the Houſe 
of Bourbon, and tempt all America to be unanimous for in- 
dependency. In order, Sir, to counteract ſuch misfortunes 
as much as is now poſſible, but at all events as it well be- 
Domes Parliament to ſupport his Majeſty's honour, 1 ſhall 
move an addreſs to prevent any miſconſtruction being put on 
his Majeſty's love of juſtice, and ſincere feelings for the ca- 
lamities of his ſubjects, and diſtracted ſtate of the empire, 
which certainly mult outweigh in his royal breaſt all conſide- 
ration for favourites or individuals. The addreſs, will like- 
wiſe put theſe miniſters into the hands of their beſt friends, 
the commiſhoners, who undoubtedly will do them no inju- 
ſtice: and feeling as I do, Sir, that it is inconſiſtent with 
human nature, inconſiſtent with that ſpirit which has mar- 
ked the character of the Americans, and inconſiſtent with 
common-ſenſe, to ſuppoſe that in the moment of victory 
they ſhould adopt their bittereſt enemies to be their friends 
and benefactors ; conceiving that the arbitrary meaſures were 
not a more odious obſtacle ro reconciliation, than theſe mini- 
Ners who adviſed them; I ſhould be wanting in firmneſs as a 
man, and in my duty towards my Sovereign and'my country, 
if 1 fat in filence, out of reſpect to the private ambition of 
ſuch miniſters, rather than contend for the peace and happi- 
neſs of the whole empire. I ſhall, therefore, move the fol- 
lowing addreſs, truſting that as miniſters are grown ſo very 
liberal in giving up the moſt eſſential claims of this country 
L upon America, that they will not be indecently tenacious of 
objects which are certainly of infinitely leſs importance, though 

not leſs neceſſary to be relinquiſhed, if Parſiament hope to 

keep or to acquire ſome friends in America, or conceive that 

for leſs than indeperidence any part of the thirteen provinces 

will now ſubmit to make peace with Great Britain. ; 
„Moved that an humble addreſs be preſented to his Ma- 

Jeſty, to beſeech his Majeſty that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to 
inſtruct the commiſſioners, whom his Majeſty may name, for the 
purpoſes of carrying into execution the act, aneided, tc an atto 

enable his Majeſty to appoint commiſſioners, with ſufficientpo- 

wers to treat, conſult, and agree upon the means of quietting the 
ditorders now ſubſiſting in certain colonies, plantations, and 
rovinces cf North America, that in caſe the ſaid com- 
miſſionets ſhall find that the continuance in office of any 

public miniſter,- or miniſters of the ctown of Great-Britain, 

mall be found to impreſs ſuch jealouſies or miſtruſt in one or 
more of the revolted colonies, as may tend materially to ob- 
ſtruct the happy work of peace and fincere conciliation be- 

. tween 


4⁰ 


. FS. HE . "s 
1 FE hel bl 
% » i 4 
— * eee — 
7 
= 


+ 46 #4 448 FL 
* _— 8 * 


1 
a 9 — p 
— — — pn ee — 96 


1 ll 
" U 
8 


—_— 
*. 


* 
ho! 


"; 
CON 
K's. Ad 


8 1 


4 
2 * 8 r — 4w 
+. A * 72 * 
2 7 —— Es dE 
N * ade 
* 4. 71 * * 


You, IX . G . N op 


A. 1778. % AF E; * : 41 


tween Great Britain and her colonies, that the commiſſioners 
may be enabled to promiſe, in his Majeſty's name, the earlieſt 
removal of ſuch miniſter or miniſters from his Majeſty's coun- 
eils. a 

Mr. 7. Johnſtone, ſeconded the motion. FE 

Lord Beauchamp objected to the mode of proceeding ; aſ- Lord Beawe , 
ſerting that the only parliamentary one was, to addreſs bis n. 
Majeſty to diſmiſs thoſe miniſters who were. odious to the 
people, or ſuſpected of mal-adminiftration. But there was 
no occaſion for ſuch addreſs, as he beliceved it was generally | 
2dmitted both within and without doors, that the preſent mi- 
niſters, were highly approved by the whole people of Great 
Britain and Ireland, | 

Mr. Rigby ſaid, that he liked to hear gentlemen ſpeak out, Mr, Reh. 
as they now did; crying out againſt men, and not meaſures. 

That if they had not told him, they looked more to men 
than meaſures, he ſhould nevertheleſs have been ſure of it. 
That the Americans reſpected no one ſet of men more than 
another, and had as ſoon enter into treaty with the preſent 
miniſters, as with thoſe who paſſed the declaratory act. 

Mr. Fox obſerved, that he thought, that ſince the time of Mr. Fes. 
old Cato, the doctrine of peccata omnia ſunt paria had been 
exploded. That he ſhould not have thought the honourable 
gentleman had ſo particularly been given to the maxims of 
that order, as implicitly to adopt them; for that he himſelf 
ſaw great differences between the grievances, if there were 
any in the declaratory act, and thoſe which had been the cauſe 
of the preſent war, 

Sir Cecil I/ray. Though he wiſhed the miniſtry ſhould be gir c 
removed, and even removed out of the world, for the miſchiefs Fray. 
they had brought on this country, if it could be done le- 
gally and conſtitutionally ; yet oppoſed this motion as uncon- 
Ritutional ; and that if carried, it would not effect the purpo- 
ſes intended, of promoting a conciliation with the colonies, 

That to remove a miniſter, it muſt either be on the petition 
of the people who conceived themſelves ill governed or op- 
preſſed, or on the addreſs of the Houſes of Parliament; but 
to give a power to a part of the empire to do this againſt the 
opinion of the reſt (for that the miniſtry had acted in con- 
formance to the opinion of the people he inferred, from the 
impoſſibility they would have had of proſecuting their plans 
if contrary to it) would be the ſtrangeſt idea, perfectly un- 
precedented, and might be a moſt dangerous example to futu- 
rity; as on every diſguſt in our own dominions, every ambaſſa- 
dor to foreign parts might negotiate away the undoubted con- 
ſtirutional rights of the executive power. 
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PARLIAMENTARY. A. 1778. 


Nor did he think it would be attended with any good con- 
ſequence, in reſpect to the treaty now to be negotiated with 
the colonies, if they entered into a treaty ; what they would 
expect would be good terms, and good ſecurity, for the per- 
formance of them. | 

That he apprehended America would demand better terms 
for herſelf when treating with her moſt avowed enemies, than 
ſhe might from thoſe whoſe general ſentiments had been in 
favour of her proceedings; but that a removal, perhaps tem- 
porary, of any miniſter, could give no ſecurity for the per- 
formance of them. Had the motion gone not only to the re- 


moval, but to the utter excluſion, of all thoſe who had poured 


* 


poiſon into the ears of Majeſty, with an appointment of men, 
and adoption in the King of different principles, ſome ſecurity 
might be defired from her; but that the ſecurity of the terms 
to America muſt be from the removal of the Britiſh armies, 
and the appointment of her own goyernors, and to this he ap- 
prehended we muſt agree. | | | 

He did not apprehend we had given up any thing, in the 
Jaws lately paſſed, which of right belonged to us; that we 
never had any right to tax, or regulate the charters of Ameri- 
ca, without their conſent ; but that the motion tended to 
giving up the honour of this nation, in its eſſential points, 
without any poſſible advantages to ourſelves. 

Mr. Aubrey ſaid, that he believed the laſt honourable gen- 
tleman who ſpoke, might find commiſſioners having power of 
diſmiſſing miniſters, and that of negotiating for the repeal 
of all acts whatſoever, in the ſame page of the journals ; 
that notwithſtanding what the right honourable gentleman 
[Mr. Rigby] had ſaid, „of all ſets of men being alike to 
the Americans,“ he could aſſert from authority, that the 
Congreſs had repeatedly declared, that they never would treat 
with our preſent ſet of miniſters, which was a ſtrong impli- 
cation at Jeaſt that they would treat with another ; that whe- 
ther indeed they did this in imitation only of the magnanimous 
reſolutions of our miniſters that, they would never treat with 
the Congreſs, he could not tel]; that however, as the delenda eft 
Carthago had been a favourite maxim on the treaſury-bench, 
when England had the ſuperiority, he thought it might be 
reafonably expected, that the cry of the Americans would, in 
return, be at leaſt the diſmiſſion of our miniſters ; that policy 
directed us to take every ſtep to regain the affections of the 
Americans, but that it could not be hoped for, while our af- 


fairs were entruſted to thoſe hands by which their country 


had been ravaged, and their friends and relations put to the 
ſword. What reliance would the Americans put in the moſt 
pacific and moſt amicable declarations, when uttered by _ 
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mouths who had hitherto never talked of any thing leſs than 
checking the growth of the coJonies, which he took to be only 
a milder and modefter expreſſion for what they afterwards in 
fact attempted, the ſtarving and extirpating them. That it 
was with the concurrence of this miniſtry that Lord Hilſbo- 
rough pledged the faith of Parliament, as well as the honour 
of his Sovereign (for his approving Lord Bottetourt's expla- 
nation of his letter was certainly adopting it for his own) that 
no alteration ſhould be made in the ſyſtem of taxation: a 
promiſe, which, as ſoon as it had ſerved the purpoſe of allay- 
ing the diſcontents of America, they no longer regarded, or 
thought of, when intereſt prompted them to break it. And 
that intereſt was ſo trivial that it demonſtrated they either 
thought very lightly of their honour, or elſe meant to introduce 
by degrees an important and an oppreſſive taxation: the very 
reverſe of what they had ſo ſolemnly promiſed through the 
medium of Lord Hilſborough. That he was convinced, 
that, unleſs it werehmagined, that the ſentiments of a whole 
people could change as ſuddenly as the conduct of the noble 
Lord [Lord North] had done, the Americans would never 
agree to any negotiation, while the preſent miniſters remained 
in power. 


43 


Hon. James Luttirell in reply. I beg leave to ſay a few Hon. Famer 


words more, in defence of the motion; and to explain more £utrre!l. 


fully the opinions which induced me to think 1t proper ; for, 
Sir, if no degree of cenſure 1s due to the miniſters, ſome 
may be thought due to me for having moved ſuch an addreſs. 
Comparing what I have ſaid, with the language of their 
friends, and dependents, or with their encomiums upon them- 


ſelves, undoubtedly I have ſaid too much; but, Sir, it is 


not on the characters they bear either on one fide this Houſe 
or the other, that J urge the neceſſity for ſuch an addreſs ; it 
is on their characters in America; becauſe on the degree of 


confidence that Americans may think it wiſe and prudent 


to repoſe in them, muſt depend the fate of the conciliatory 
bill : for if performance of promiſes ſhould be doubted, there 
can be no negotiation ; and without which the conditions of 
the plan, can be of no utility; and certainly all I have ſaid 
againft the miniſters, is extreme moderation when compared 
with publications of the Congreſs, or the opinions generally 
declared by the Americans. . 

I am ſurpriſed to hear a noble Lord | Lord Beauchamp] 
affirm that the preſent adminiſtration, ' is approved of in 
Great Britain ! Good God, _ is the American war adoubt ? 
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Ts the loſs of ſo many valuable ſubjeQs gone for ever a doubt? 
Is the decline of commerce, the failure of public credit, the 
ſquander of the public treaſure, are theſe things doubted ? Is 
it ſcarce a doubt that ſuch miſchiefs of the ſtate, will temp 
France, and Spain, to declare war againſt us ? No, Sir, theſe 
are not doubts, theſe are the works of this adminiſtration, 
theſe are broad facts which ſtare men in the face, and make 
them look at each other with aſtoniſhment. 

Gentlemen talk of degrading the dignity of Great Britain, 
by ſetting leſs value on the office, and emoluments of a mini- 
ſer, than a revenue, acts of Parliament, and claims, formerly 
of advantage to the crown, all of which have been relinquiſhed 
in hopes to put an end to ſo ruinous a war. Sir, I have no 
ſuch cient ideas of miniſters ; I know no etiquette that 
can- juſtify our ſacrificing the peace and proſperity of the 
empire, to their private ambition; and as to the objection to 
the motion for want of a precedent, if there has been none, 
permit me to add, that there never was ſuch an occaſion 
before, to require ſuch a meaſure. The preſent miniſters 
certainly provoked the Americans to aim at independency, by 
oppoſing their juſt demands, and forcing them into new and 
dangerous claims: if the ſame miniſters, mean to perſevere 
in ſimilar policy, till America ſhall not only be independent 
but totally ſeparated and unconnected with England, then in- 
deed it matters not to the Americans, who ſhall be miniſters 
of Great Britain, But, if we areto be united upon the princi- 
ples of the conciliatory bills, if we are to regulate commerce, 
to protect each others property, to be again connected, by 
any tie of mutual faith and confidence, nay, even by alli- 
ance, it muſt ever be of conſequence to America, who ſhall 
be miniſters of Great Britain. 

An honourable member | Sir Cecil Wray] conceived the 
motion, not to be ſufficiently expreſſive, becauſe it left the 
King at liberty, to turn the miniſters out but for a day, or 
to take them again as ſoon into his councils, Mr. Luttrell 
obſerved that he had too great a reſpe& for his Majeſty to 
think him capable of trifling with an addreſs of Parliament, 
and the expreſs deſire of half his dominions ; he was therefore 
glad, that the motion was totally inconſiſtent, with ſuch 

range miſapprehenſions of his Majeſty's goodneſs, as de- 
ſcribed by that honourable member. If indeed, upon any 
int of etiguette, the motion could be condemned, he was 
led into the error, by paying attention to his Majeſty's firſt 
miniſter | Lord North] for when to the aſtoniſhment of many 
I he 
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| he obſerved, that the commiſſioners ſhould treat with rebels 
nin arms, and the Congreſs, the noble Lord aſſigned as a rea- 
3 | fon, that no etiguette whatſoever ought to be an obſtacle to 
Ne grand object of peace. That place or penſion ſhould 
not be an obſtacle was not promiſed ; but that no etiguette 
, | ſhould oppoſe the conciliatory plan, he did undoubtedly de- 
>  clare. Mr. Luttrell ſaid, he regretted much that the addreſs 
was not moved by a member of greater importance than 
himſelf; as he thought it of conſequence, and neceſſary to 
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be granted; but he ſhould fit down with the ſatisfaction of „ 
' | having done his duty to the beſt of his abilities, in times 12 
| WW like theſe ; and that would give him ſome conſolation even F. 
in defeat. 8 | 1 
t The Houſe divided; for the motion 55, againſt it 150. 92 
b March 16. | » 
0 Lord North gave notice that next day he ſhould preſent a Lord North. "i 
» i meſlage from the King. | | . 
n Mr. Grenville ſaid, he believed the ſubject of the meſſage Mr. Gren- | "1 
s was already anticipated by the Houſe. But that gentlemen vis. 1 
might be truly, as well as fully, informed, before they deter- 0 
d mined what anſwer to give, he begged leave to move, a 
c MW ©& That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to g 
t defire that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to order that there 9 
be laid before this Houſe, copies of all communications from 2 
's WW his Majeſty's ambaſſador at the court of France, or the 


French ambaſſador at this court, touching any treaty of al- 
liance, confederacy, or commerce, entered into between the 
court of France, and the reyolted colonies in North America.” 

Lord North ſaid it would be exceedingly improper to pro- Lord Nes. 
ll WW duce the papers; as they would expoſe certain perſons who 
had given ſecret intelligence : and moved the previous 
queſtion, | 
c Mr. Grenville ſaid he did not wiſh to expoſe any man; and Mr. Gree» 
r 8 amended his motion with, “ or extracts.“ — 

Lord North faid the amendment could not be received after Lord Verb. 
the previous queſtion had been moved. 

Mr. Fox got up in great warmth, and reprehended Lord Mr. Fez. 
North in the ſevereſt terms, for what he called quibbling 
and Chicane, | 

Lord North withdrew his motion; and the amendment Lord Nerth. 
was received: after which he moved the previous queſtion 
again. He deſired the Houſe to take notice, that he had 
never ſaid the treaty between France and America was not 
ined ; and added, that kis policy for concealing it was * 
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The French had been the firſt to make it known, If it was 

the intereſt of France to publiſh it, it was the intereſt of 

England to conceal it. He called the French ambaſſador's , 

reſcript inſolent and offenſive ; and concluded with ſaying, 

it was his firm unalterable reſolution to keep his place. 

The Houſe divided; for the previous queſtion 231, againſt f 
| { 


it 146. | 
| | March 17. 1 
Lerd Nerth. Lord North acquainted the Houſe, that he had a meſſage ſh; 
from his Majeſty to this Houſe, ſigned by his Majeſty ; and Wl q 
he preſented the ſame to the Houſe ; and it was read by Mr. r. 
Speaker, and is as followeth, viz. 
«© GEORGE R. u 
His Majeſty having been informed, by order of the iff , 
French King, that a treaty of amity and commerce has been i 
ſigned between the court of France, and certain perſons em- Ik 
ployed by his Majeſty's revolted ſubjects in North America, ¶ ti 
has judged it neceſſary to direct, that a copy of the decla- ne 
ration, delivered by the French ambaſſador to Lord Viſcount N 
Weymouth, be laid before the Houſe of Commons; and at III 
the ſame time to acquaint them, that his Majeſty has thought ¶ ſa 
proper, in conſequence of this offenſive communication on 
the part of the court of France, to ſend orders to his am- 
baſſador to withdraw from that court. 
© His Majeſty is perſuaded, that the juſtice and good 
faith of his conduct towards foreign powers, and the ſince- 
ty of his wiſhes to preſerve the tranquility of Europe, 
will be acknowledged by all the world ; and his Majeſty 
truſts, that he ſhall not ſtand reſponſible for the diſturbance 
of that tranquility, if he ſhould find himſelf called upon ta 
reſent ſo unprovoked and ſo unjuſt an aggreſſion on the ho- 
Nour of his crown, and the eflential intereſts of his king- 
doms, contrary to the moſt ſolemn aſſurances, ſubverſive of 
the law of nations, and injurious to the rights of every ſo- 
yereign power in Europe. | 
His Majeſty, relying with the firmeſt confidence on the ¶ the 
zealous and affectionate ſupport of his faithful people, is de- ¶ the 
termined to be prepared to exert, if it ſhall become neceſſary, W dio. 
all the force and reſources of his kingdoms ; which he truſts A, 
will be found adequate to repel every inſult and attack, and Am 
to maintain and uphold the power and reputation of this W* 7 
country. G. R. 5 
Lord North alſo preſented the following paper, 4 
copy of a paper delivered to Lord Weymouth by tac Mar- 
quis de Noailles, on the 13th of March, 1778. _ A 
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Majeſty, has received expreſs orders to make the following 
declaration to the court of London: | 
«© The United States of North America, who are in full 
poſſeſſion of independence, as pronounced by them on the 
| I fourth of July, 1776, having propoſed to the King, to con- 
ſolidate, by a formal convention, the connection begun to be 
eſtabliſned between the two nations, the reſpective plenipo- 
IE tentiaries have ſigned a treaty of friendſhip and commerce, 
1 IU defigned to ſerve as a foundation for their mutual good cor- 
reſpondence. | 
„His Majeſty being determined to cultivate the good 
underſtanding ſubſiſting between France and Great Britain, 
© I by every means compatible with his dignity, and the good 
of his ſubjects, thinks it neceſſary to make this proceeding 
known to the court of London, and to declare at the ſame 
„time, that the contracting parties have paid great attention, 
not to ſtipulate any excluſive advantages in favour of the 
t French nation; and that the United States have reſerved the 
t liberty of treating with every nation whatever, upon the 
tame footing of equality and reciprocity. 
* © In making this communication to the court of London, 
- I the King is firmly perſuaded ſhe will find new proofs of his 


3 re LAS 


that his Britannic Majeſty, animated by the ſame ſentiments, 
will equally avoid every thing that may alter their good har- 
„ WW mony ; and that he will particularly take effectual meaſures 
so prevent the commerce between his Majeſty's ſubjects and 
n the United States of North America from being interrupted; 
J- 


and to cauſe all the uſages received between commercial na- 


tions to be, in this reſpect, obſerved, and all thoſe rules which 


can be ſaid to ſubſiſt between the two crowns of France and 

Great Britain. | 

* In this juſt confidence, the under- ſigned ambaſſador 
thinks it ſuperfluous to acquaint the Britiſh miniſter, that 

che King his maſter, being determined to protect effectually 


me lawful commerce of his ſubjects, and to maintain the 


1 dignity of his flag, his Majeſty has, in conſequence, taken 
F eventual meaſures in concert with the United States of North 
America. | | | 
London, March 13, 1778. 
ie Signed, 


Le M. DE NOAILLES.” 


„The under-figned ambaſſador from his moſt Chriſtian 


Majeſty's conſtant and fincere diſpoſition for peace; and 
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Lord North. 


Mr. Baker. 


Sir George 
Yonge . 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1578. 


Lord North moved, that an humble addreſs be preſented to 
his Majeſty, to aſſure him, &c. 
Lord George Germaine ſeconded the motion, but ſaid no- 
thing elſe. 
Mr. Baker thought it was not ſufficient to ſay we were in 
this dilemma, which the French ambaſſador's paper told us; 
but enquiry ſhould be made how we came into it : and 


moved the following amendment (after aſſurances of ſup- 


port) : © Hoping and truſting that his Majeſty will be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to remove from his counſels thoſe ꝓerſons 
in whom his people, from paſt experience, have reaſon not 
to place confidence, in the preſent momentous fituation of 
public affairs.” 

Sir George Jonge ſecondedy and ſaid, that nobody could feel 
more than he did the general reſentment at the daring inſult 
offered us by the crown of France : that it ought to be re- 
ſented, and the injury repelled ; and he did not doubt we 
had ſtrength and ſpirit to do it. But that he could not help 
at the ſame time lamenting the very diſtreſſing fatuation of 
public affairs, and the continued ſcenes of miſconduct, which 
he was convinced had encouraged the Houſe of Bourbon to 
offer this inſult. That we ſhould in vain offer ſupport to his 
Majeſty, if we did not at the ſame time inform him of the 
incapacity of thoſe in whom he had truſted for the manage- 
ment of his affairs; and the little reaſon his people had to 
place any confidence in them. That it was evident to all 
men, the French had from the beginning fomented this 
American war. To put the matter out of doubt, the pre- 
fent notification- confeſſed that their connexion with Ame- 
rica took its date from the declaration of independency 1n 
July, 1776 ; that it was plain a negotiation had been carrying 
on ever fince ; that the ſervants of the crown ought to have 
known this ; that he therefore concluded they did know it; 
they were unfit to govern a great country, if they did not; 
that, without now dwelling upon their having concealed and 
denied it, at leaſt, they ought to have been prepared for this 
event; that, inſtead of this, the very treaty, and the noti- 
fication, appeared to be a matter of as great ſurpriſe to the 
miniſters as to any body elſe. That their being unprepared 
for it had left the kingdom equally ſo; and expoſed, naked, 
and defenceleſs, after a ruinous and diſgraceful war with 
America, for three years, to the attacks of the united force 


of the Houſe of Bourbon, without any means prepared to 
reſiſt it. That our land forces were barely ſufficient for our 


defence, 
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defence, without any means to garriſon or ſtrengthen our- 
diſtant fortreſſes, ſettlements, or dependencies : that our na- 
vy, at the utmoſt, conſiſted of no more than thirty or thirty- 
five fail of the line fit for ſervice : that twice that number 
was neceſſary for the various operations of war: that we had 
not a ſhip in the Mediterranean; fo that Gibraltar and Mi- 
norca were left unguarded : that we had none in the Eaſt- 
Indies, or in Africa, and but a weak force in the Weſt-In- 
dies: that France had ſtrengthened herſelf in all theſe parts; 
and, in ſhort, all our dependencies were in imminent danger. 
That our credit was at the loweſt ebb; and the people 
had no confidence in government: that the French 
knew all this; and were by theſe circumſtances encouraged 
to offer us this inſult : that the people knew it ; and his Ma- 
jeſty ought to know it: that we beſt could inform his Ma- 
jeſty of the caſe of his f and the beſt. time of doing 
it, was when we were offering him our ſupport; to expreſs 
our defire, that he would do the only thing which could 
make any ſupport effectual. That nothing could tend more 
to depreſs the ſpirit of the people, or encourage our enemies, 
than the notion, that the ſame men who had ſo uniformly diſ- 
graced us, and degraded the honour of the nation, as well as di- 
miniſhed and expoſed to danger, not only the dependencies, 
but the very vital ſtrength of this empire, were likely to be 
ſtill further truſted to carry on a war, the moſt important 
and alarming that ever this country was threatened with, 
That as experience would make it impoſſible for the nation 
to have any confidence in the preſent minifters, after ſuch 
repeated inſtances of folly, neglect, and incapacity, the re- 
moval of them could alone realize any offers of ſupport, 
and revive the drooping ſpirit of the people; and that he 
was convinced this fingle meaſure would cauſe more alarm 
to our enemies, from the apprehenſion of the probable vi- 


gour and wiſdom of our counſels, when truſted in abler 


hands, than all the warlike preparations we might make, if 
directed by the ſame imbecility which we had hitherto ex- 
perienced, and they had fo well availed themſelves of. He 
was really aſhamed to ſee thoſe miniſters who had brought 
us into the diſgrace of receiving ſuch an inſult, as that 
French paper was, upon the government of this country, 
ſhould dare to be the people to lay it before Parliament, and 
to tell the Houle that they were the people ready to carry on 
the war. Therefore he roſe to ſecond his honourable friend's 


motion, which expreſſed the ſenſe of the nation. That 


theſe miniſters. ought firſt to be removed, before any ſtep is 
Yor, IX, | H | ; taken 
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Iss Avguſt laſt, the Americans, by their commiſſionen cor 
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taken. The French would not have dared to offer ſuch an 
inſult to any other miniſtry. | Ap 
Governor Pownal!. I do not riſe to defend miniſters ; the 
object of this day is much above all ſuch conſiderations. I 
do not take into my eſtimation the pretenſions of any ſet of 
men ; and as to the preſent miniſters, . an examination of f 
their paſt conduct, which is to come under conſideration in a 
few days, we ſhall be better able to judge how far they are 
to be truſted for the future. In the magnitude of this day's 
buſineſs, Iwill not mix, even in my ideas, any ſecondary ob- 
jects. I am ſorry that it has entered into, or makes any part 
of, the ideas of my honourable friend [Sir George Yonge]W ;. 
becauſe, as there is no man in the Houſe for whom I have à 1 0 
higher reſpe&, ſo there is no one to whoſe ſentiments I am f 
more diſpoſed, on many occafions, to ſubfcribe. Burt I fee 
that ſome miſtaken ideas of the ſtate of this buſineſs has b 
miſled him. He thinks that this treaty has been under ne- 
gotiation (our miniſters ignorant of it all the while) for two ie 
years paſt, From an exact narrative of the ſtate of the 
buſineſs, he will ſee that the very idea of ſuch a treaty has 
not been fix months in exiſtence; and the actual negotia- 
tion not more than three months. As I never pretume to 
aſſert any thing in this Houſe, in which I am not grounded 
as to the fact or the truth; as I have never aſſerted any thing 
which the Houſe has not found to be true in the event; ſo, 
upon ſuch important matters as I ſhall now diſcloſe, I wi 
not do it without accompanying that which I ſhall aſſert 
with the actual proofs. And I the rather do it on this oc- 
caſion, as I think that that ftate of this buſineſs, which my in- 
formation enables me to Ive, 1s the beſt commentary on 
the nature and'purpofe of the French paper laid before us; 
and alfo does beſt point out the conduct we ought to hold in 
conſequence of it. 
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at Paris, beggn to preſs the miniſters of France to appear ye: 
M in their favour, and to give them ſubſtantial ade 
and effective aſſiſtance. But theſe miniſters, for variouliſ ten 
"reaſons of ſtate, were deaf to theſe calls; they did nolifff cve 
chooſe, by committing themſelves in the alliance with Ame. be 
rica, to involve themſelves in a war with England. Theſſf ſub 
did not mean to give real fupport to America, nor to meeſſ the 
in arms the force of Britain. They wiſhed, by remaining for- 


oſtenſibly neuter, to encourage Great Britain to go. on in ¶ cile 
ruinous conteſt ; and, by privately affiſting the Americans ter 
to encourage them to go on in giving caule for ſuch con cog 
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ni teſt. They wiſhed the continuance of the war; and to aſſiſt 
neither party further than to prolong it, and to widen the 
breach. On this occaſion, and to obviate theſe 1deas of falſe 
policy, the commiſſioners from the Americans preſented a 
memorial bearing to this very point; of which I will read 
ſome parts, moſt relevant to the preſent buſineſs. 


& Eætrac of a Memorial delivered by the American commiſſuners 
to the court of France, 1778. 

“ The court of France ſuppoſes that- the war between 
Great Britain and the United American Colonies will cer- 
e] tainly continue for à conſiderable time longer, without any 
open interference on the part of France. But this ſuppo- 
m ſition is even more fallacious than the former; the Britiſh 
© government have every thing to loſe, and nothing to gain, 
by continuing the war. 
pe «© After the preſent campaign, they will therefore doubt- 
"0 leſs make it their great and Iaſt effort to recover the dominion 
he of America, and terminate the war. They probably -hope 
25 chat a few victories may, by the chance of war, be obtained; 
2-W and that theſe on one hand, and the wants and diſtreſſes of 
to the Coloniſts on the other, may induce them to return again 
ed to a dependence, more or leſs limited, on Great Britain. 
WM They muſt be ſenſible, that if ever America is to be con- 
0, quered by them, it muſt be within the preſent year: that if 
u it be impoſſible to do it in this year of the diſpute, it will be 
er madneſs to expect more ſucceſs afterwards, when the diffi- 
e: culties of the Americans? former fituation are removed; 
"WF when their new independent governments have acquired ſta- 
du bility ; and when the people are become, as they ſoon will 
be, well armed, diſciplined, and ſupplied with all the means 
of reſiſtance. | 

© The Britiſh miniſtry muſt therefore be ſenfible, that a 
= continuation of hoſtilities againſt the colonies, after this 
"i year, can only tend to prolong the danger, or invite an 
additional war in Europe; and they therefore doubtleſs in- 
"NF tend, after having tried the ſucceſs of this campaign, how- 
"FF cyer it may end, to make peace on the beſt terms which can 
ebe obtained. And if they cannot recover the colonies, as 
OM ſabjefts, to admit their claim of independency, and ſecure. 
chem by a foederal alliance. Therefore no means are left 
for France to prevent the coloniſts from being ſhortly recon- 
"'Þ ciled-to Great Britain, either as ſubjects or allies, but to en- 
under immediately into ſuch 4 with them as will ne- 

ceſſarily preclude all others; ſuch as will permanently bind 
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and ſecure their commerce and friendſhip, and enable them 
as well to repel the attacks, as to ſpurn at the offers of their 
preſent enemy. | 
& Tt muſt be remembered, that the firſt reſiſtance of the 
coloniſts was not to obtain independency, but a redreſs of 
their grievances ; and that there are many among them who 
might even now be ſatisfied with a limited ſubjection to the 
Britiſh crown. A majority have indeed put in for the prize 
of independency : they have done it on a confidence that 
France, attentive to her moſt important interefts, would 
ſoon give them open and effectual ſupport. But when they 
find themſelves diſappointed ; when they ſee ſome of the 
powers of Europe furniſh troops to affiſt in their ſubjugation; 
another power proſcribing their commerce; and the reſt 
looking on, as indifferent ſpeQators ; it is very probable 
that, deſpairing of ſoreign aid, and ſeverely preſſed by their 
enemies, and their own internal wants and diſtreſſes, they 
may be 1nclined to accept of ſuch terms as it will be the in- 
tereſt and diſpoſition of the Britiſh government to grant 
them. Lord George Germaine, but a few weeks ſince, de- 
clared in the Houſe of Commons, that his hope of ending 
the American war this year, was principally founded on the 
diſappointment which the coloniſts would feel, when they 
diſcover that no aſſiſtance is likely to be given them from 
France. The Britifh adherents in America will ſpare no 
pains to ſpread and increaſe that diſappointment, by diſ- 
couraging repreſentations; they already intimate that France, 
equally hoſtile to both parties, foments the preſent war, 
only to make them mutually initrumental in each others 
deffruction. 8 
Should Great Britain, by theſe and other means, de- 

tach the colonies, - and re- unite them to herſelf, France will 
irrecoverably loſe the moſt fayourable opportunity ever of- 
fered to any nation, of humbling a powerful, arrogant, and 
hereditary enemy; an opportunity which no human wiftom 
could have produced, and which the moſt zealous of her pa- 
triots could ſcarcely have hoped for. | 
gut it is not ſimply the opportunity of reducing Great 
Britain which France will loſe by her preſent inaRtivity ; for 
her own ſafety, and that of all her American poſſeſſions, will 
be endangered the moment in which a reconciliation takes 
place between Britain and Ameri aa. 
„ The King and miniftry of Great Britain know and feel 
that France has encouraged and affifted the cplanifts in their 
preſent reſiſtance; and they are as much incenſed . 
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her, as they would be, were ſhe openly to declare war. In © 


truth, France has done too much, unleſs ſhe intends to do 
more. Without giving the coloniſts effectual aſſiſtanee, it 
would have been better to have left them wholly unaffifted. 
The Britiſh nation, naturally inimical to the French, is 
anxious for peace with America, that ſhe may turn her arms 


againft this kingdom ; and at once gratify her revenge and 


her avarice. This is now the general language of the peo- 
ple, and of the leaders of the oppoſition, But any one, wha 
reflects upon the preceding obſervations, cannot doubt but 
that whenever peace with America 1s obtained by Great 
Britain (whatever may be the conditions of it) the whole 
Britiſh force now on the continent of America will be ſud- 
denly tranſported to the Weſt-Indies, and employed in ſub-- 
duing the F 

loſſes and expences which Great Britain has ſuffered and in- 
curred in this war, and to revenge the inſult and injury 
France has done her, by the encouragement and aſſiſtance 
which ſhe is ſuppoſed to have fecretly given the coloniſts 
againſt Great Britain,” | | 

This memorial was preſented about the middle of Auguft. 
It had no effect; but, on the contrary, as the French mini- 
ſters ſaw that the diſtreſſes and apprehenſions, which the 
Americans felt, began to preſs hard upon them, they took 
that occaſion (profiting by their diſtreſs) to try to drive a 
hard and inequitable bargain with them, -on the ground of 
their neceſſities. Unſtead of aſſiſting them, they rather added 


to their apprehenſions, by ſeeming diſpoſed to give up their 


ſupport. When the account of General Burgoyne's ad- 
vance, and of his taking Ticonderoga arrived in France; 
when the Americans had almoſt loſt all hopes; the French 
wiſhed to ſee them driven to deſpair, They reaſoned, that, 
from neceſſity, the Americans muft ſurrender their intereſts 
into their hands without' conditions, On this occafion all 
negotiation with France was at a ſtand; and mutual re- 
proaches arifing, had almoft driven matters to an open breach 
betwixt the commiſſioners and the French miniftry. The 
commiffioners wrote to the Congreſs, ftating their ſituation. 
Here, Sir, was a moment that Providence ſeemed to offer to 
the good fortune of this country. In this moment, commu- 
nications of this ſtate of things came to a very private and 


very inconfiderable individual; they were made to me, with 


direct explanations, that the Americans were willing to open 
a treaty with this country, for reconciliation and re- eſta- 
bliſhment of peace; and that although the a 
* 9 0 © 


rench ſugar-iſlands there, to recompenſe the 
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of their independency was a hes N fine qui non, yet on that 
point, and on all ſuch points, with which the affairs of Ame- 
rica and this country were entangled, they would do every 
'thing to ſave the honour of their parent country. In what 


I now diſcloſe I betray no confidencies; I diſcover no man's 


ſecrets; I am authoriſed and at liberty for all I ſlay. The 
overture was made by communication of a letter, with ex- 
planations thereupon. The letter was dated Paris, 11th 
Septemper, 1777. It repreſented, that The French mi- 
niſtry ſtill kept them | the American commiſſioners] by their 
conduct, in a very perplexing ſtate of uncertainty ; for al- 
though they continued to afford very conſiderable aſſiſtance, 

et their caution to avoid a war with England ſeemed to be 
redoubled. That if the Americans urged them upon the ſub- 
ject, they ſhrugged up their ſhoulders, and ſaid, the Newfound- 
land ſhips and the Spaniſh galleons were not yet arrived. The 
Americans ſaw that the Congreſs would undoubtedly be much 
diſguſted at this conduct; and ſuggeſted in the letter, that if 
the Engliſh miniſters had wiſdom enough immediately to ac- 
knowledge the independence of America, there was good rea- 
ſon to think that ſuch a treaty might be made with her, as 
would put Great Britain in an happier and more flouriſhing 
fituation, than ſhe could poſſibly arrive at by purſuing any 
other conduct; and as to the mere point of honour, America, 
they ſaid confidently, would help them out in that matter, 


This opportunity, however, they feared would be irretrie- 


vably loſt in a ſhort time; as it was natural to think that Ge- 
neral Burgoyne's temporary ſucceſs would probably rekindle 
the frenzy which had begun to abate in England; the event, 
therefore, ſeen in this view, might be conſidered as equally 
unfortunate to both countries.” 3 

Ouvertures of ſuch a nature coming thus to me, an uncon- 
nected individual, who had no communications with mini- 
ſters, as ſuch, nor any right to ſuch communications, what 
was I to do, or not to do? I decided, in the moment, that 
the ſuppreſſion of ſuch an important communication would 
have been criminal to my country. And yet, Sir, as I would 
neither commit myſelf to any individual, nor be ſo un- 
juſt as to commit any perſon in employment by ſuch a 
communication, I did not communicate with the miniſter ; 
I did communicate this matter where I thought it moſt pro- 
per ſo to do; and by means of which I knew T ſhould have 


an authentic anſwer. . I ſaid, that communications had come 


to me, by which I knew poſitively that there was now, in the 
preſent moment, an opportunity of opening a treaty mb 
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the Americans; but that an acknowledgment of their inde- 
pendency was a cauſa ſine qua non. I explained, however, 
that every method to ſave the honour of the mother country, 
which could be deviſed or propoſed in the points and forms 
of buſineſs, would be adopted and accepted, ſo as to cover 
appearances; and even to aid miniſters in the execution. 
Thus far I went in what I communicated; and ſaid I was 
ready to go into a full explanation of the whole ; but would 
make that only to cabinet council. I had my anſwer, that 
the ground was inadmiſſible in the firſt inſtance, And there this 
matter dropped ; and this one opportunity (ſuch as can never 
happen twice) was loſt for ever. 

After this, 1n the latter end of September or beginning of 
October (fo my information ſays ; but I will not be poſitive 
as to the preciſe period) the American commiſſioners renew- 
ed their negotiations with the French miniſtry on a new line 
of treaty, They formed and communicated a project of a 
treaty, conſiſting of ſeveral articles, reſpecting commerce, 
and the neceſſary ſupport and protection of it, if entered 
into. Several of theſe articles, I think eight or nine, 
were accorded to,“ as a kind of ſtipulation, or convention; 
but with conditions annexed, to be reciprocally expected 
from the Americans. This therefore ſtood ad referendum. 
Several copies of this project in convention were, in the lat- 
ter end of December, ꝓ by different ſhips, ſent to America; 
and in this ſtate this matter remained before Chriſtmas. May 
I be permitted here to refer myſelf to the Houſe, and to aſk, 
whether, after I had ſeen the. Americans, through extreme 
pique at the conduct of the French towards them, and in 


delpair of their own affairs, almoſt of the further exiſtence 


of their caue 3 coming to England, and wiſhing once more to 
treat: yet when under circumſtances by which they were re- 
duced to the loweſt ebb ; when they had loſt all hope in their 
own reſources ; when they deſpaired of any aſſiſtance from a- 
broad; ſtill refuſing even to have propoſitions made towards the 
opening a treaty, unleſs on the ground of their independen- 
cy ; and when afterward I had known that they and the 
French had convened. in articles and ſtipulations for com- 
merce, which totally ſuperſeded our act of navigation; 


whether I had not ground for ſaying what I did before 


Chriftmas, when J firſt announced to this Houſe, and per- 
haps to the country, that our ſupremacy over America was 
gone for ever; and that our navigation act was aboliſhed and ab- 


rogated; And as to the particular ſtate of the negotiations, 


bad I not ground to ſay that they remained as a convention 
| on 


* In No- 
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ds the meaſure of reconciliation has its baſis in the acts which 
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on a project of a treaty ſent to America, but not ſigned, 
precitely as I ſtated it? I wiſh the fact had been attended 
to, and ated upon, at the time. It was perhaps even then 
not too late. «; Ws | 

Although the French had continued thus to train on 
the Americans, and refuſed to ſign any treaty ; yet in the 
moment that the noble Lord Tord North] brought for- 
ward, in this Houſe, his idea of reconcihation between 
Great Britain and America; and that the French ſaw 
it was ſuch as might be made the baſis of a reconcili- 
ation; they immediately ſent to the American commiſ- 
ſioners, and at once told them, they were ready to make and 
3 an actual treaty witli them, on the ground of the pro- 
ject which had been propoſed. This is the treaty referred te 
in that paper which the French minifter delivered to his May 
jeſty's Secretary of State. This treaty, preceded by ſuch 
conduct as the French held towards the Americans, before 
they ſaw that they had drawn themſelves into the neceſſity 
of tigning it; this treaty, into which the French have been 
precipiated before they really intended; does not alter my 
idea of the probability of our having even yet peace with Ame- 
rica, if we well but tale the way that leads to it, and the only 
one that is open. Nothing but the perverſeneſs of our own 
£ondutt can croſs it. We know that the Americans are, 
and muſt be independent; and yet we will not treat with 
them as ſuch. We acknowledge it in our own acts, and 
a& and enact under the influence of this idea; and yet we 
are not to recogniſe it in the only place where it can be of 
uſe, and where the crifis of our affairs demands it. So far 


are paſſed, the legiſlature of this country has actually and 
in deed (hewever we may cover our ſhame in words) given 
vp all right of government over the Americans. If govern- 
ment itſelf retains the leaſt idea of ſovereignty, it has al- 
ready gone too far for that; if it entertains the leaſt hope 
of peace, I ſay it has not gone far enough; and every ſtep 
we thall take to put the Americans back from independency, 
will 46005 them the more of the neceſſity of going for- 
Ward. a . ' a 
Look into the four great acts of their proceedings; flow, 


but in meaſuted ſteps; feeling their ground before they 26 
ſet their foot on it; yet when once ſet, there fixed for evet. 
Their firſt great act was their DECLARATION OF Tha 
RIGHTS in 1774. The rights there zeclared, claimed, and in- Pliſay 
Alla upon, are incompatible with provincial, and jnapplicable V 


3. A. 1778. EV | 
1, Ito any other than a ſovereign independent government, 
d Jhaving all the powers neceſſary thereto within itſelf, 
n Their next great act of ſtate was the deduQtion of their 
reaſons for taking up arms in defence of theſe rights, pub- 
n Wliſhed in A MANIFESTO to all the world. Can thoſe rea- 
ze ſons and allegiance ſtand on any ground of agreement? Can 
r= MWthey and ſupremacy ſtand any where on the ſame ground? 
Their next act was the DECLARATION OF THEIR 
INDEPENDENCY ; not ſuddenly taken up as an ebullition 
of enthuſiaſm, or in the bitterneſs of pathon and revenge; 
but rather as coming on of courſe, by a train of events, linked 
together by a ſyſtem of politics. This declaration was not 
»- Mmade till two years after the firſt act, and not until July, 
1776 ; and not even then, until they were prepared for their 
next great act, their act of confederation. 


*. . | 
ch After having renounced their allegiance to the crown of 
re MGrcat Britain, and all political connection with the nation; 
y Neach province (thus become an independent community) 


formed and eſtabliſned (as an original act and compact of 
he people) their reſpective governments; and theſe, thus 
ormed by a mutual and indiſſoluble ACT OF CONFE- 


% MOERATION, have eſtabliſhed a great republican empire; 
n rhich, by principles of nature, and not of politics, neceſſa- 
A Fly ſprung up from the ground whereon their affairs ſtood, 
th f theſe people, when they viewed their cauſe abandon- 


ed, as to all aſſiſtance which they looked to in Europe; when 
ſinking, as to all appearance of what the utmoſt exertions of 
heir own reſources had done; when clouded with deſpair ; 
ould not give up the ground of independence, on which they 
vere determined to ſtand ; what hopes can there be, and from 
vhat quarter, that they will now, when every event of fate and 
fortune is reverſed to us, and turned in their favour ; when 
hey feel their own power able to reſiſt, to counteract, and, 


l- In one deplorable inſtance, ſuperior to, and victorious over 
pe ours; when they ſee their cauſe taken up in Europe; when 
ep they find the nations, amongſt which they have taken their 


qual ſtation, acknowledging their independency, and con- 
luding treaties with them as ſuch 5 when France has aQtual- 
ly and avowedly done it ; when it 1s known that Spain muſt 
follow, and that Holland will—what hopes can there be, 
and from what quarter, that they will, all at once, pull down 
heir own new governments, to receive our provincial ones ? 
hat they will diſſolve their confederation ? That they will 
Fiavow all their reaſons for taking up arms? And give u 
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all thoſe rights which they have have declared, claimed, and 
inſiſted upon, in order to receive ſuch others at our hands, az 
ſupremacy on one hand will, and dependency on the other, 
can admit them to? It is nonſenſe, not even to be liſtened 
to! And as to that filly ſtory of their having been willing 
to reſcind their vote of independency, it has not even ground 
to ſet its foot upon. If they give up their independency, 
they muſt reſcind their whole ſyſiem, contained in the four 
reat acts of ſtate. That there was a period, in laſt autumn, 
when they deliberated whether they ſhould wave the ground 
of independency, in order to get on the ground of treaty, 
is true; but the propoſition itſelf went no farther than that; 
nor was that propoſition adopted. IND 

Although I am certain, and I think every one muſt ſee, 
that we ſhall never conclude any peace, or come to any ſet- 
tlement with the Americans, but by treaty with them as in- 
dependent ſtates; yet I do not think that Parliament ſhould 
immediately declare them independent. What I mean and wiſh 
to urge is, that Parliament ſhould extend the powers of the 
commiſſioners, tothe enabling them to treat, conſult, and final- 
ly to agree, and acknowledge the Americans as independent; u 
conditicn, and in the moment, that they will, as ſuch, forme 
federal! treaty, offenſrue and defenſive and commercial, with us. | 
the commiſſioners are not 1o empowered, they had better 
never go; their going will be a mockery, and end in dif- 
grace, I ſay not theſe things to embarraſs the buſineſs « 
the commiſſion ; on the contrary, I with to give efficient 
thereto, and to make plain the way of the commiſſionen 
J hope nobody in the Houſe will think I am acting this part 
as though I was to be one of them, I moſt certainly fhal 
not be one of them; yet I with the buſineſs to have a gool 
iſſue. Such we may have; we may have peace with Ame 
rica, if we will but once quit the ground of theory, an 

take that which lies open before us in fact. | 
Although the French, in order to take advantage of that 
time which we have loſt, have, on a ſudden ſtart, figned 1 
treaty with the American commiffioners at Paris; it is not 
however yet ratified by the Congreſs in America. And i 
we do not loſe more time, we may yet be in America wit! 
our propoſitions before it is ratified. If we do get there it 
time, and our propoſitions are ſuch as I have ſuggeſted 
ſuch as come up to the point which the preſent crifis de 
mands, I have every confidence, that we ſhall find in th 
Americans a preference and a predilection in favour of th 
4 . : * 0 0 
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a Wold connections. Beſide this, if every other part of the 
ground be taken equal, it will be more their intereſt to form 
el commercial connections with us, than with the French; at 
2 Wicaft, to have (at the ſame time) ſuch with us as they have 
nd with the French. In all the maritime towns of America, com- 
merce is diffuſed at large ; almoſt every man that keeps a ſtore 
is a merchant ; but of theſe, not five, I believe ſcarce one, in 
a hundred, underſtands one word of the French language. 
How are theſe then to carry on this French commerce ? It 
uſt fall jnto the hands of the few who accidentally un- 
derſtand this language. The underſtanding French, not the 
having a capital; the having had French, not the having 
had commercial connections, muſt become the requiſite 
qualification of a merchant. The many (if this matter 
omes to be conſidered in any of theſe towns) will ſay to 
he few: All this is mighty well for you, gentlemen; but 


iht will not do for us; we can have nothing to ſay to pro- 
* poſitions which muſt be impracticable to us. This, I ſay, 


ill be the caſe, if we admit their independency; but if we 
lo not, the great intereſt of the ſtates will not give way to 

e private advantages of this or that ſet of mega, eee and 
very other conſideration will vaniſh before their zeal for 
ndependency, which they have fought their way up to, and 
vill maintain. | 0 . £143 5 

Although I may appear perhaps to ſome to have made a 
ng digreſſion; yet I hope I have brought it to the point 
inder conſideration, and have ſhewn, that if we will take 
ur meaſures according to the actual circumſtances of our 
tuation, which, I ſay, are not altered by the invidious con- 
luct of the French, we ſtill may have peace with America. 
The conduct of the French is a ſtill ſtronger and additional 
eaſon why we ought to adopt this ſyſtem: and every thing 
hich has relation to our ſafety, honour, and even perhaps 
xiſtence, requires that it ſhould be adopted on the inſtant, 
rely, without loſing one moment, or hazarding the caſt 
f one ſingle event; a hazard which is not within the rules 
f inſurance to calculate. 9 5 e 
If you do not adopt this idea of a fœderal treaty with an 
dependent nation, let us ſee how the treaty will com- 
tence. The Americans will, before they begin any con- 
erſation towards treaty, demand; 1ſt, That the commiſ-' 
oners withdraw the troops. 2d, That they open the treaty 
taking an equal ſtation with the Americans, as one fove- 
gn ſtate with another. 75 That they engage to reim- 
8 2 
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ſioners deviſe to give to theſe demands? If they treat with 


It is not become neceſſary to our ſituation, and the ſtate 


rences and advantages which the American ſeamen and ſhip- 


tion to that purpoſe in my pocket: but it is too much te 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1118, 
burſe them the expence which, we have put them to; and to 
ſecure to them dedomagement for the loſſes which they have 
ſuffered. They know that we are not in circumſtances to 
make either this reimburſement or dedomagement by ac- 
tual payment of money ; they will therefore propoſe that 
the commiſſioners engage to give up to them Canada, 
Nova Scotia, and the Newfoundland fiſhery, in lieu 
thereof; and this they will inſiſt upon. This I know, and 
this I affirm, Now what anſwer can any of the commil- 


the Americans as with revolted ſubjects whom they with to 
reclaim, and whoſe peace they muſt purchaſe at any rate, 
they muſt either riſque all peace in the very threſhold, or 
agree to theſe ceſſions. On the contrary, the acknowledging 
the Americans as independent ftates debarraſſes this bufſineß 
of all fuch difficulties ; for what claim of any ſuch ſort can 
any independent ſtate with whom you are at war ever have? 
Had any nation ever ſuch? And did any ever make ſuch? 


of things, that we ſhould acknowledge in politics what does 
actually exiſt in event; but, rebus ſic fiantibus, it is be- 
come the wiſeſt and moſt politic meaſure that Great Britain, 
reſpecting herſelf, can now take. Her act of navigation, 
which I muſt always diſtinguiſh from the acts of trade, 
which is an act to encourage Britiſh feamen and ſhipping, 
will then give to Britifn ſeamen and ſhipping thoſe prefe- 


ping have now the ſole profit of; and ſhe will not loſe, 11 
the profits of her on trade, more than flie now incurs ex- I 
pence in protecting that of America. If this was the pro- { 


per time for ſuch diſcuſſion, I could ſhew this to demonſtra- 


tion throughout the whole ſyſtem. If I could entertain au 1 
idea that any man in this Hauſe hoped to regain the depen - d« 


dency of America, I would ſhew what that dependeneiſ h. 
would be. It is enough now to ſay that it would be a deluſiy in 
and a ruinous one to the intereſt of this country; and that the te 
ſupremacy would become dangerous to the conſtitution of it an 

tr, 


It is enough, perhaps too much, to have ſaid and ſtated what! 
have done, I only throw it out to try the ſenſe of the Ju 
Houſe. If they ſhould ſo ſec their. intereſt, as to think thi 
meaſure a proper one, I ſhould be ready to explain the whole 
and to move it; nay, I am even ready now. I have a mo- 


be riſqued haſtily. The only uſe therefore that J wiſh 4 
. make 
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make of the doctrine I have held, is, to convince the Houſe, 
that the power and intereſt of this country is yet on ſafe 
and good ground, if we have the wiſdom to take it ; if we 
do not, it matters little what change we make of our mini- 
ſters; or what commiſſions or commiſſioners we ſend to Ame- 


rica. If we do adopt it, the meaſure will execute itſelf; 


and it fignifies very little what miniſters we keep, or whether 
there be any at all. Some gentlemen, I ſee, laugh. I re- 
member the time, and a very critical one too, in the laſt war, 
in actual time of war, when for ſeveral days there was no 
miniſter in this country. When, in the year 1756, I came 
over from America, with the plan and -propoſal of changing 
the object of the war, by making a dire attack on Canada, 
commenced by the ſiege of Quebec; I was in town for ſe- 
yeral days, without any body being able to tell me to whom 
[ was to addrets myſelf. Mr. Fox was juſt then gone out, 
and no ſucceſſor was as yet fixed upon. At laſt I had the 
pleaſure to find that Mr. Pitt became the minifter; and 
from that happy moment commenced the ra of all the ſuc- 
ceſſes and glories of the laſt war. Now here, if an indivi- 
dual may be permitted to expreſs his private wiſh ; ant T 
think one may; at leaſt, 1 will venture to hazard it; I 
ſhould wiſh that the preſent miniſters would adviſe his Ma- 
jeſty to take that ſame great man, now Lord Chatham, to 
his councils, and to their aid; and that they would, as the 


miniſtry of the former reign did, lend him their majority, 


In the moment in which it was known that he had a lead in 


the councils, and the direction of the forces of this country, 


in that moment we ſhould have peace in America, and 
ſhould lower the haughty creſt of France. | | 

Thus much as to the ſtate of our negotiations with Ame- 
rica. In my opinion, the ſtate of the French negotiation 
does not make any alteration in them. We never could 
have obtained peace without acknowledging the American 
independency ; we never could have obtained any exclufive 
terms of commerce. The French treaty is not excluſive ; 
and the ground is now open to us, if we are not too proud to 
tread upon it. If we loſe no more time, we may now have 
Juſt as good terms as we could before have had. And whe- 
ther we do it at firſt or laſt, with a good grace, or grudgingly 
and of neceſſity, the event will be the ſame ; we muſt Aal 
acknowledge the independency of the free ſtates. On the 


other hand, there is rather an advantage to be derived from 
this French notice; it may oblige miniſters to think of ſuchr— 
ee meaſures 
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meaſures, and may juſtify them in adopting ſuch. Although 
it might have been wiſdom, prudence, and good policy, to 
have taken up, of their own motion, this meaſure ; yet per- 
haps they would not have been ſo well juſtified in it as they 
will now be, 24 
As to the apprehenſions and fears, almoſt to the deſpairing 
of our ſafety, which my honourable friend has expreſſed 
I own I do not feel theſe fears; and, with the leave of the 
Houſe, I will tell him the reaſon, I ſhall ſay nothing to the 
ſtate of our force or defence in Europe; I will ſpeak only 
to that part which it was once my buſineſs to underſtand, 
The ſhare I had laſt war in the plans, as well as execution 
of the meaſures in America, give me ſome right to ſpeak 
with confidence ; and I ſhall ſpeak out without reſerve, 
Thoſe who never knew, or thoſe who have forgotten my 
ſervices, may ſee all that I ſay, and perhaps more, juſtified, 
by referring to the Secretary of State's office, or the Board 
of Trade. | | e 
Having loft thoſe provinces which experience hath ſhewn we 
could neither govern, nor ſubdue, nor conſequently maintain 
ourſelves in, by the Hiſtem we had adopted; I think, inſtead of 
being weaker, we may become the ſtronger, by the event. If we 
take ſuch part of the troops as we have now in America, and fo 
place them in Canada and Nova Scotia as to put thoſe provin- 
ces out of inſult, at leaſt, out of danger, we may certainly ſe- 
cure that point; and there can be no excuſe if we do not 
do it. We-ſhall be able to maintain ourſelves in thoſe parts 
of the dominion which we do poſſeſs, and can govern. The 
reſt of the troops, there, which are now employed to no effect, 


and to no end, may be ſo much additional effective ſtrength, 


which may be employed either offenſively in the Weſt-In- 
dies, or brought home for our defence here. The having 
loſt the provinces on the continent, will become a more ur- 
ent motive to keep good guard over thoſe of the iſles, 
he miniſters now will have it in their power to ſend a pro- 
per defence to the Weſt-Indies; and they will become the 
ſafer by our loſſes in other parts. eee 
The great fleet, which ſeems at preſent totally uſeleſs 
and unemployed, may be ſo diſpoſed, that part of it may 


be ſtationed to cover and defend the ſea- line of our pro- 


vinces, Nova Scotia and Canada and the fiſheries; another 
155 may be ſent to ſtrengthen our ſquadrons in the Weſt- 
ndies; while a third part ſhould be formed in a ſquadron, 


confifting of frigates, ſloops of war, and armed veſſels, and 
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ſtationed about the Bahamas, ſo as to command and protect 
the debouchie of our Weſt-India navigation; with orders 
to join either the North- American or Weſt-India ſquadron, 
as the caſe may require, I ſay, Sir, taking .up and con- 
cluding our American negotiations wiſely ; allowing facts to 
be fats; and concluding a peace with the Americans as in- 
dependent ſtates; and then aiſþpo/ing of our fleets and ar- 
mies in America, in ſome ſuch arrangement as I have men- 
tioned 3 we ſhall not only be out of all fear of the French, 
but we ſhall begin to find, that we have a more collected, 
ſtronger, and effective force, than ever we could have had 


under our former circumſtances, and under our former ſyſtem 


of admimſtering them. 

In this confidence, therefore, paſſing by all idea of who 
are, or who ſhould be, our miniſters, which I am totally 
againſt mixing in this day's buſineſs; T am for the addreſs 
propoſed, in every ſenſe and feeling of the reſentment it 
expreſſes. | gh 


Mr. Conolly ſaid, he got up to ſtate the dangerous and de- Mr. Conolh. 


fenceleſs ſtate of Ireland; and called upon the Houſe to give 


their attention to that injured but S faithful country, 


That when he ſpoke of the fidelity and loyalty of that coun- 
try, and of its attachment to Great Britain, he muſt con- 
fine himſelf chiefly to the Proteſtants there ; but that theſe 
Proteſtants, without aſſiſtance from hence, were ſo far from 
being able to give aid to this country, that perhaps they 
were not able to defend themſelves. That upon a late very 
exact numeration of the people in Ireland, there were found 
to be 2, 120, 231; of which, the Proteſtants were 677, 804. 
That theſe Proteſtants were chiefly in the northern parts of 
Ireland. That in the ſouthern provinces, ſhould the French 
land any force that looked like being ſerious, or could be de- 
pended upon, there were at leaſt 150,000 ready to join them. 


Mr. Melliſp. J muſt declare mylelf under an anxiety I ne- Mr. Mts. 


ver before have felt; ignorant of our real ſituation, igno- 
rant of miniſterial information ; but determined to give my 
opinion on his Majeſty's meſſage according to the informa- 
tion before me. I little expe to have ſeen the time, 
when this Houſe would tamely have ſubmitted to the inſo- 
lence of the Houſe of Bourbon. Sir, this is a declaration 


of war, intended as ſuch, and ought to be anſwered by us 


in the ſame ſtile. © The addreſs moved by the noble Lord 
appears to me to be framed in the office of a ſecretary of 
Rate, and not in that of the miniſter, It ſeems calculated 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 
for negotiation, where France intended no negotiation ; 
and, conſequently, where we ſhould give a formal detiance 

to this inſult, He then argued much on the weakneſs of 
France; ſaid that we could borrow the principal ſum, where 
they could get only the intereſt: in ſhort, that, we could 
raiſe fix millions, where all the accuracy even of French 
financiering could ſcarce get 330,000 from the people. That 
that the nobility and gentry not 1n the army were againſt 
the war; the people deteſted it; and none but the army 
wiſhed it. That their army, though great and reſpeQable, 
had their enemies; perhaps Bavaria alone might employ 
them. That their navy made more tigure on paper than at 
ſea ; and he did not doubt we ſhould give as good an ac- 
count of them as we had formerly done. That as to Ame- 
Tica, he remembered what a learned gentleman had obſerved 
ſome years ago; that there never was a revolution in which 
one- fifth of the people were engaged: that the American 
army might have filenced the opinions of the more quiet 
men; but it was by no means 3 proof that we had no friends 
in America; and that he did not doubt, when the bills 
giving up taxation, and repealing the charter bill, and the tg. 
tea-duty, reached them, we ſhould have more; and ſtill 
more, when the inhabitants found their governors were 
giving them up to France. That he never called Ameri- 
cans cowards ; nor did he ever think them ſo; neither did 
he think them ſo brave as to wiſh to encounter unneceſſary 
difficulties. That all men were equally brave, in proportion 
to their military education: that therefore Americans had 
one advantage, as a militia, over moſt nations, that they 
were inſtructed from children in the uſe of the firelock. - So 
far he would allow them brave, but no further. That bl 
truſted their ſenſe would ſhew them the advantage of an ac- 
commodation with us. That though theſe were his ſenti- Nane 
ments, he heard with attention and reſpect the ſentiments o 
others; and therefore when he heard ſome gentlemen proWay 
poſe the independency of the colonies, though he differed ton 
tally, he ſtill did not ſay it ought not to be a ſubjeQ of ar 
gument in the Houſe. But that the Houſe of Bourboi 
ould dare to talk to tlus nation of the intlependency of oulffef | 
colonies, was what a Britiſh Houſe of Commons would no{Wuc« 
formerly have borne, He was therefore diſſatisfied with thhea 
motion of the noble Lord, as negotiating; not anſwering th not 
inſult, That, without entering into the queſtion, how faſſniec 
miniſters were or were not capable? he thought it always the) 
| | DR | dangeroui the 
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Waws; then they went into direct rebellion, and this war 
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dangerous experiment to change a miniſtry on the beginning 
of a war. It was not ſo fatal as a minority on the death of 
a king ; but not much leſs fatal, | „ 8 
Mr. Melliſh went on: As to the meaſures to be purſued, ' 
do not pretend to adviſe ; but I will venture my opinion, 
hat, for our home defence, the militia ſhould be called our, 
both here and in Ireland. That it ſhould be confidered 
hether the army in America could make any decifive 
troke; if not, I think it ſhould be drawn off; not for the 
efence of a Newfoundland fiſhery, Nova Scotia, or our 
eſt-India iſlands : but for the attack and ſtorm of the 
French iſlands; to teach the infolence of France what muſt 
ver be the conſequence, if they dared to affront either the 


Britiſn flag, or the Britiſh arms. 


65 


Mr. Pitt mentioned and lamented the baneful influence Mr. Pir, 


which had for a long time pervaded, and ſtill continued to 
prevail over the councils of this great 2 


Mr. Fenkinſon, However fate may have diſpoſed the events Mr. Jin- 


of this war, it is on the ground, and in the principles by &inſen- 


hich it became neceſſary, a ju/? war. There never was, on 
the moſt popular plan of government, a doubt, but that every 
part of the ſtate, ſhould bear its ſhare of the burthen of the 
ſtate as it ſhared in the protection. Although the Americans 
did not deny this; yet when they inſiſted that they ought not 
o pay any taxes towards the ſupport of government, but what 
they paid in the profits which we derived from the monopoly 
of their commerce, they did abſolutely refuſe to pay in the 
ay of tax or contribution; when this ground failed them, 
and they took the uſe of reaſoning that this N had 
no right to tax them for thoſe purpoſes, and put their re- 
ſiſtance on ground that diſputed and denied the ſovereignty 
of the crewn, and the ſupremacy of the whole government, 


nd ſet themſelves in array to oppoſe thoſe legal methods by 


hich government had à right to enforce its authority and 


on the part of this country, was @ juſi war. When the coun- 
try which felt itſelf almoſt ſinking under the burthen of taxes 
which lay upon it, found thoſe Americans (in bringing up 
f whom, and in the protection of whom, they had in two 
ſucceſſive wars incurred ſuch enormous expences, as our taxes, 


Wheavy as they were would ſcarce pay the intereſt of) would 
Wot only not pay any thing in aid, but moſt ungratefully de- 
nied, that we had done any thing on their account, or that 
81 


hey had any obligation to us for what we had done: that 


ovifithey now diſdained our protection; and even refuſed to give 
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quarter or ſhelter to the] troops that the King ſent there fo 


their protection, and the maintenance of his dominions ; tha 


=_ refuſed all intercourſe with us; prohibited our commerce 
and finally plundered our merchants acting under our lau, 
and not contrary to any whichthey pretended to have, 


Then the apprehenſion of the merchant was firſt alarmed, 
then the manufacturer was at laſt, though ſlowly, provoked, 
The country would no longer fit tamely to bear the inſult Wi 
all degrees of people aroſe in one unanimous reſentment, and 
the war became a popular war: and therefore, Sir, I ſay thi 
war with America was a juſt, and has been a popular war, 
Why it has not been a ſucceſsful one, I will not now take 


upon me to ſay. 
The want of ſucceſs, and the length of its continuance, 


has at laſt brought upon us the inſults and meditated attacks of 


our enemies, the French, who are become their allies. And 
it ſeems as if it was the duty of a good man, who loves hi 
country, to paint our affairs (become thus indeed perplexed) 
as though they were deſperate, and that we had not even the 
means of defence left to reſiſt any attack which the enemy 
might make upon us here at our own doors. The force that 
we have in Britain has been repreſented as nothing. Now, 
Sir, I may venture to affirm, on certain authority, that, ex- 
cluſive of officers and ferjeants, we have now in Britain 
ſeventeen thouſand three hundred effective men, rank and 
file. As to the ſtate of our funds, the fall is not ſo great, 2 
the means uſed by our enemies abroad, and our intereſted ene- 
mies at home, to fink them, ought to have made them. The 


time was critical and perilous. There was a call in more 


countries than ours for money on loan: greater calls were till 
expected; the very paper on your table would not have been 
preſented at this very moment, had it not been the moment 
in which the French politicians and their adviſers thought it 
would moſt affect the preſent loan. Inſtead of that effec (by 
its not having affected it ſo much as they, and thoſe who 
knew more of the matter than they, expected) it has ſhewn 
the relative ſtrength of our credit. The lean has even roſe to- 
day ; and I underſtand the firſt payment will be made. 

But, Sir, credit, which is nothing but opinion, muſt from 
its nature be eſtimated as relative ; having no abſolute baſis 
but truſt. The queſtion is not, whether | ſhall truſt or not; 
but whom I had beſt truſt, In this view of it, which is the 
real one, all the monied world had rather truſt Great Britain, 
than any other power whatſoever. While intereſted and par- 
ty people decry our credit, look 'at that of F N — 
1 25g $8 11 French 
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French could not borrow above 1, 000, oool. and that loan is 
now twenty per cent under par. 2 

France, even in time of peace, has. not been able to go on 
upon her peace eſtabliſhment ; and yet, under theſe circum- 
ſtances, ſhe has a marine to raiſe and form 

In ſhort, Sir, to ſpeak out; it is not our credit alone, it 
is not the French credit, ſo much more than ours, that is ſink- 
ing. This phantom of credit, whoſe whole foundation is truſt 
and opinion, and which, by a mutual concurrence of that 
opinion and truſt, has created funds, and become as money 
to the great trading maritime powers of Europe for ſo long a 
time, has now at laſt almoſt ſpent itſelf in its operation ; and 
the great politicians of the world begin to look only to real 
force, ſupplied with real money ; while the efficiency of the 
great maritime powers who have made their exertions on cre- 
dit is every where at the higheſt pitch to which it can go, and 
will every day decline. 

The great military powers in the interior parts of Europe, 
who have amaſſed together great treaſures, and have modelled 
their ſubjects into great armies, will in the next and ſucceed- 
ing period of time, become the predominant powers. 

France and Great Britain, which have been the firſt and 
ſecond rate powers of the European world, will perhaps for 
the future be but of the third and fourth rate. 

But ĩt is not in the ſinking of eredit only that France is di- 
ſtreſſed: The ſpirit of free enquiry, and the effectslof an ex- 
tended commerce, have introduced a ſpirit amongſt the French 
people that is wholly incompatible with their government ? 
Contrary to all precedent, contrary to all ideas of that go- 
vernment ; a reaſoning has propagated, and even entered into 
ſome of the lines of bufineſs, that the vingtieme is a donne 
gratuite and that every individual has a right to judge of it. 

Beſides this; one bad effect of the zeal with which they af- 
fected to take up the American cauſe, and which they now learn 
in earneſt to have an affection for, has tainted their principles 


with the ſpirit of republicaniſm. | 


Theſe principles of liberty always diminiſh the force of 
government ; and if they take root and grow up in France, 
we ſhall ſee that government as diſtsacted and unſettled as any 
other. I do not therefore think we have much to fear from 
France. We may repoſe ourſelves on the ſuperior credit and 
actual ſtrength of our own government, and ought not to 
ſuffer any inſult to go unreſented. | 


| 
| 


General Conway began by expreſſing the reſentment he Gen. din. 
felt, as a Briton, at the treatment we had received from“ 


France, by that paper; and was ſorry to ſee the ſtate of hu - 
K 2 miliation 
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miliation this country muſt be in; that any nation had darel 
to conceive the idea of delivering ſuch an inſult, An ide: 
of the danger that had been expreſſed we were in, from an 
invaſian ; and defenceleſs ſtate to repel any ſuch, On thu 
ground, he ſaid, he did not adopt the fears people had expreſ, 
ſed, nor did he ſee the caſe ſo dangerous as people had re. 
preſented... He owned that Ireland was in a defenceleſs ſtate; 
but that he thought it impoſhble for miniſters to ſec, and no 
take iminediate care to provide a remedy, As to England, 
he had not the ſame apprehenfions ; for that we had, in- 
cluding the militia, thirty-three thouſand troops with which 
we could take the field. Beſides which, he hoped, and did 
not doubt, but that when our country was invaded, ou 
Tights and liberties attacked, every individual in the country 
would ſhew the ſame ſpirit that the Americans had done: 
and he thought that a pretty ſtrong example, and proof in 
fact, how impracticable a thing it was to invade a free coun- 
try, while the ſpirit of liberty remained in it; which he 
hoped was not yet dead in this country, But though this 
was his idea reſpecting Great Britain, and an invaſion of it, 
he did not fee that we were in any ſituation to carry on ſuch 
a war as that we were now threatened with, 
That what troops we had were moſtly loſt in a ſervice 
where they could do no good; nor did he ſee how it was 
offible to recruit them to their proper eſtabliſhment, much 
= to reinforce them ſo far as muſt now become neceſſary, 
That we had no allies to add to our own forces; and in this 
ſituation the force of the whole Houſe of Bourbon was now 
united to the power of America. When we look back to 
the advantages which we derived from that force laſt war, 
was there a man upon earth who could think it poſſible, now 
that foree was againſt us, that we could ever ſhew our face, 
or appear _ the ſeas? That our trade muſt be totally 
undone. That, in ſhort, there remained nothing for us but 


to try to regain the Amerioans. There was no other mez- 


ſure we could poſhbly take, -but to immediately adopt the 
propoſal thrown out by the honourable gentleman at has left 

hand [Governor Pownall]. 11. 
That he had proved to demonſtration that there was no 
other method of having peace with America, but acknowledg- 
ing them to be what 8 really were, and what they were de- 
termined to remain, Independent States; and making a trea- 
ty and alliance with them as ſuch. That peace with America 
was abſolutely neceſſary; and that cyery other idea of peace 
| | 5 


* 


W 


was only deceiving ourſelves, and expoſing the public to a 
hazard that muſt end in diſappointment, if not ruin, to this 
country. That he thought he ſaw in the Houſe a ſecret 
conviction of the truth and neceſſity of this propoſition, 
which he hoped their good ſenſe would ripen into ſome act 
on the preſent oecaſion; for if it did not, the opportunity 
to be derived of any good from it would be loſt; and we 
ſhould be at laſt obliged to come into that from neceſſity, 
which we might now make ſome merit of. That he always 
thought, as things were ſuffered to go on, that this would be 
the ground on which we muſt make peace at laſt; and that 
he had received great comfort from the proofs that the ho- 
nourable gentleman had given that that ground was ſtill open 
to us. And indeed, as a further proof, that gentleman had 
communicated to him, ſince he ſpoke, a matter that did ab- 
in folutely confirm it; which was, that he had ſeen a letter 
n-W of Doctor Franklin's, ſhewn to him by the perſon to whom 
he it was written, ſince the ſigning the treaty between France 
as and America; wherein he ſaid, that if Great Britain would 
i, give up the idea of ſupremacy, and treat with the Americans 
ch as Independent States, ſhe might yet have peace with Ame- 
rica, If that peace was necetfary, as every body muſt ſee 
it was, what had we to do, but immediately to take up the 
idea that had been ſo fairly and manly thrown out? 


of his employments ; and as the intereſt of the empire, no 
leſs than his own pride, required his continuance in office, 
he was determined not to quit the helm while the ſhip of the 
ſtate was tofled about in a ſtorm, until he ſhould have 
brought her ſafe into port, He could not ſee any great 
foundation for the preſent alarms of the public : if the ſtocks 
were now low, it was merely the effect of a ſudden panic, 
the general concomitant of a dread of war, Since he had 
come into the Houſe, he had received intelligence that the 
firſt payment of the ſubſcriptions to the new loans had been 
made: the ſeeming backwardneſs to fill the loan was to be 
attributed to the largeneſs of the national debt, rather than 
to the approach of a war. Great Britain had always been 
no Wo punctual in the payment of intereſt, that ſhe never can 
g: (vant money. The dread of an invaſion was a mere bug- 

bear; and though ſuch a thing ſhould take place, the nation 
had very little reaſon to be apprehenſive for the conſequences. 
Our navy never was, at the commencement of a war, in ſuch 
n flouriſhing condition as it is at preſent ; the new levies 


Were 


7 


Lord North repeated his opinion relative to a reſignation Lord North. 
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Eol. Barre, Colonel Barr jaid, if Lord North had been a penſioner 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1178. 
were almoſt compleated, and would, together with old troops 
at home, form a body of 30,000 men for the defence of the 
kingdom. That the public might be the more at eaſe with 
regard to an invaſion, his Majeſty had reſolved to have re. 
courſe to that conſtitutional meaſure ſo often recommended 
by gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe, and which, he 
hoped, would be ſufficient to ſilence all our fears, and ſet 
our minds at reſt: the object the King had in view was to 
call out and embody the militia; which, he flattered himſelf, 
would be able, in conjunction with the regulars, ſo to guard 
the coaſts, as to make an invaſion a matter of too much difh- 
culty to be attempted by our enemies. The inſult offered by 
France to this nation was of the moſt diſgracefnl nature; 
his Majeſty, in reſentment, had recalled Lord Stormont, his 
ambaſſador at Verfailles; and as he knew that the honour of 
the nation was dear to every gentleman in the Houſe, ſo he 

- truſted that there was not a man in it who would not riſque 
his life and fortune to wipe off the ſtain that it had received; 
and that conſequently no one would refuſe to agree to an ad- 
dreſs, which was to aſſure the King, that he ſhould find in 
his faithful Commons every ſupport neceſſary to maintain 
the honour of his people, and the dignity of his crown. 


of France, he could not have acted more in the French inte- hu 
reſt than he had done. And here he recapitulated the ſe- in 
veral acts brought in by his Lordſhip againſt the Americans. Ne 
Each miniſter, he ſaid, had been guilty in his different de- 4; 
partment, but the noble Lord had been guilty in all. fa 
* Governor Joh:;/tone obſerved, that he always had been, cal 
and ftill was, againſt the independence.of America. He al-the 
ways ſaw it in the light of imaginations and viſions, which he 
entlemen here were pleaſed to amuſe themſelves with. It N cou 
was not the idea of America herſelf, He ſaid he was ex- Tin i 
tremely ſorry to ſee the idea adopted here by gentlemen with les 
whom he had acted; that if he found he had been acting Hand 
witlr gentlemea who were ready to give up the ſupremacy of 
this country over America, and to acknowledge the inde-Mfear, 
endency of America, he would ſooner crots the floor, and rope 
join thoſe miniſters, whoſe meaſures, in beginning and con- mor 
ducting this war, he had always diſapproved, than continue 
to act with thoſe gentlemen who were entailing ruin upon 
this country. | : 
Mr. Dundas [Lord Advocate. ] ſaid, if there was no othetWn;j.. 
help for it, and nothing elfe could be done, he ſhould rather 


will 


— 


ex · 
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wiſh for the propoſition thrown out by the hon, gentleman 


[ Gov. Pownall] of forming a fœderal union, than loſing A- 
merica totally, or letting her fall into the hands of France. 
He did not chuſe to part with America as an enemy. But as 
that time, he thought, was not yet come, every meaſure 


| ſhould be tried firſt; and if it was unavoidable, we could 


but acquieſce in what we could not prevent. 


71 


Sir George Longe ſaid, Very well! you mean to come to sir Gage 
that at laſt ; and you now let us ſee you mean it. Yonge. 


Mr. Aubrey ſaid, that fince the noble Lord in the blue 
ribband had ſo ftrongly expreſſed his defire of retiring, 
which, it ſeemed, the dread alone of his ſucceſſor's cauſing 


confuſion in the ſtate prevented him from, he begged leave 


to remind his Lordſhip, that there was one great ſtateſman, 
at leaſt, who had neither forced the cabinet, nor ever ſcram- 


Mr, Aubrey. 


bled for a place (according to the learned gentleman [the Lord 


Advocate's ] expreſſions) but who had once already conducted 
our public affairs with the perfect unanimity of the two 
Houſes of Parliament, as well as with that of the nation at 
large. That he did not now mean to arraign the conduct of 
the noble Lord [Lord North] who muſt, however, allow him 
to ſay that his adminiſtration had been at leaſt unfortunate. 
That he and his friends had had. the management of the 
American war for three years; which had produced nothing 
but a ſeries of diſappointments and diſaſters ; plainly ſhew- 


ing them not to be a match for America alone, How then 


would they. reſiſt the power of France, added to that of 
America ? That war, under thoſe circumſtances, would be a 
ſtate of deſpair. That, therefore, at ſo alarming and criti- 
cal a moment as the preſent, he could not help imploring 
the interpoſition of the noble Earl he had alluded to; though 
he was far from conſidering him as the only ſupport this 
country had left 5 becauſe he knew there were yet thoſe men 
in it, who, by their known abilities, integrity, and princi- 
les of liberty, both deſerved and poſſeſſed the good opinion 
and confidence of the public. That the noble Earl, howe- 
ver, was not only looked up to by this country, but was ſo 
feared, as well as reſpected, by every foreign court in Eu- 
rope, that his very. name alone, were he in power, would 
More contribute to put a ſtop to the hoſtile deſigns of the 
rhole Houſe of Bourbon, than all the mighty preparations 
ve had lately heard ſo much boaſted of; or any, that, he 
eared, the preſent condition of this country was able to 
make. That to expatiate upon that great character youn 
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be needleſs and ſuperfluous ; for, in his opinion, the unani- 


hold it from thoſe who had brought us into them. 


to the rights and poſſeſhons of every ſovereign power it 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1113, 


mity we enjoycd at home, as well as the glory we obtained 
abroad, under that noble Earl's adminiſtration, was his beſt 
That, as all parties agreed that he had once ſaved the nation 
from the ' diſgrace and the ruin of an unſucceſsful war, it 
ſurely was as reaſonable for us to place our confidence in 
him, in theſe times of difficulty and danger, as to with- 


Lord Ongley thought it was improper to ſay about mini. 
ſters in the addreſs. 
The Houſe divided upon the amendment ; for it 113, 


againſt it 263. 
* : March 18. 
Addreſs preſented. 


The humble Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons to the King, 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
WE, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament aſſembled, return 
our humble thanks to your Majeſty, for the communication 
of the paper e to the Lord Viſcount Weymouth, by 
order of the French King ; and for acquainting us, that, in 
conſequence of this offenſive declaration, your Majeſty has 
thought proper to order your ambaſſador to withdraw from 
the court of France : and we beg leave to aſſure your Ma- 
jeſty, that it is with the utmoſt difficulty we can reſtrain thr 
ſtrongeſt expreſſions of the reſentment and indignation whid 
we feel for this unjuſt and unprovoked aggreſſion on the ho 
nour of your Majeſty's crown, and the eſſential intereſts o 
your kingdoms, contrary to the law of nations, and injurious 


Europe. | 

The good faith and uprightneſs of Jour Majeſty's con 
duct towards foreign powers, and the ſincerity of your in 
tentions to preſerve the general was muſt be acknow 
ledged by all the world : and your Majeſty cannot be confi 
dered as reſponſible for the diſturbance of this tranquility, 1 
you ſhould find yourſelf called upon to reſiſt the enterprize 
of that reſtleſs and dangerous ſpirit of ambition and aggran 
diſement, which has ſo often invaded the rights, and threa 
tened the libertics, of Europe. | 

We ſhould be wanting in our duty to your Majeſty, 
our conſtituents, and to ourſelves, if we did not give yo 


Majeſty the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of our moſt zealous aſliſtanc 
391 | 3 
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- W and ſupport: and we have the firmeſt confidence, that, in 
d every demonſtration of loyalty to your Majeſty, and of love 
t of their country, your faithful ſubjects will vie with- each 
n other; and that no conſiderations will divert or deter them 
it from ſtanding forth in the public defence, and from ſuſtain- 
in Wing, with a ſteady perſeverance, any extraordinary burthens 
1- Wand expences which ſhall be found neceſſary, for enabling 
vour Majefty to vindicate the honour of your crown, and to 
1- protect the juſt rights and eſſential intereſts of theſe kingdoms, 


3 The King's Anfwer. 
Gentlemen, | 
I RETURN you my hearty thanks, for this very dutiful 
and affeQtionate addreſs. I make no doubt, that, aſſiſted by 
the advice of my Parliament, and ſupported by the ſpirit of 
my people, I ſhall, under the divine Providence, be enabled 
to repel every inſult on the honour of my crown, to maintain 
the rights of my ſubjects, and to defend all my dominions. 


March 19. OD 
The Houſe in committee on the ſtate of the nation. The 
ubje& this day was the expedition from Canada. The 
anada papers were read, 


impracticable; not being directed to any point, nor in any 
enſe the right way. Though the miniſter of the American 
lepartment | Lord George Germain] might ſay, and he un- 
lerſtood did ſay, he took the idea and the plan from General 
burgoyne ; yet he affirmed the contrary. The plan was 
ot General Burgoyne's ; it differed from General Bur- 
goyne's; and wherever it did ſo, it blundered. This expe- 
lition was not a plan of diverſion in our favour, but a di- 
erſion againſt ourſelves, by ſeparating that force which 
dught to have been united to one point, that of diſperſing 
ie rebel army; inſtead of which, it left General Howe too 


Went General Burgoyne, with a {till leſſer army, to a place 
here the enemy were much ſtronger. He ſaid this only 
or argument, to ſhew that the meaſure was originally wrong 
n the deſign 3 and added, that he ſhould move ſomething 
n this point. But the matter upon which he ſhould make 
is preſent motion, was that part of the execution which 
longed to the miniſter, + not to the officers. - The princi- 
al and ſole deſign of ſending General Burgoyns from Ca- 

Vor. IX. ? 3 nada, 


Mr. Fox ſtated the plan of the expedition as wrong and Mr. Fox, 


veak, upon the plan the noble Lord ſuggeſted to him; and 
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nada, was that of forcing his way to Albany, and making a 
junction with General Howe. This was a plan of co-ope- 
ration, in the execution of which two parties were con- 
cerned, but orders were given to only one party ; the othe: 
party was left ignorant of the deſign. This appeared from 
the miniſter's letters to the commanders, and from the com- 
manders' letters to each other. It was intending two men 
to meet at one place, but giving orders to only one to go 
there ; and then blaming the execution, becauſe the other, 
who did not know he was to go there, did not meet him; 
but who, on the contrary, had acquainted the perſon with 
whom the orders lay, that he was going another way. Upon 
theſe grounds, he inſiſted, that the whole diſconcertion and 
failure of General Buagoyne's expedition, was owing to 
either the ignorance or negligence of the ſecretary of ſtate 
who had the direction of it; by which one of his Majeſty's 
armies was totally loſt, and in conſequence of that, thirteen 


| provinces were loſt, to the utter ruin of this country: He 


moved, that the committee would come to three reſolutions, 
which were, in ſubſtance, That the plan of the Canada 
expedition had been ill concerted ; that, from the meaſures 
adopted, it was impoffible it ſhould ſucceed ; and that the 


ijnſtructions ſent to General Howe, to co-operate with Ge- 


Ld. Nugent. 


Mr. Mac- 
deraid. 


Mr. Folife. 


neral Burgoyne, had not been ſuch as were neceſſary to in- 


ſure ſuccels to the latter. After which, he ſaid, he ſhould 


offer another reſolution of cenſure upon the noble Lord 
[Lord George Germain |]. | 

Lord Nugent principally ſpoke to the impropriety of the 
enquiry into the ſtate of the nation; it now appearing, as 
he had always foretold it would, to involve in it the cate of 
abſent men. As a charge was now brought againſt a noble 
Lord, who was ſecretary of ſtate in the American depart- 
ment, it muſt now be decided upon ; otherwiſe he ſhould 
move for the chairman leaving the chair. 

Mr. Macdonald faid, enough was now brought to ſhew 
there was blame fomewhere. It was a fact admitted on both 
ſides the Houſe, One fide of the Houſe laid the blame on 
the noble Lord; and that charge he thought muſt be deci- 
ded upon. But he begged the committee to recollect, that 
if it was decided that the blame did not reſt 'upon the noble 
Lord, a further enquiry remained to be made, who it did 
reſt upon. | | 

Mr. Foliffe. The event of the expedition to Canada, has 
not only annihilated the idea of the conqueſt- of _— 

. B 


* 
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but has loſt an army of eight thouſand men; has coſt this 


country an infinite ſum, and the-lives of greg Sh of 


its beſt ſubjects. It is the blackeſt page in the Engliſſi hiſto- 
ry; it is a diſgrace which this nation never can recover. 
But, dreadful as the conſequence of this event is, and may 
be, much as this country muſt ever deplore a cataſtrophe ſo 
fatal, and ſincerely as I wiſh the heavieſt vengeance to fall 
on thoſe who merit it, I think it would ill become the can- 
dour which ought to diſtinguith this Houſe, it would even 
be a ſubverſion of juſtice, were we to condemn thoſe who 
concerted the plan, merely becauſe it has not proved ſuc- 
ceſsful. The deſign cannot be judged of by the event. It 


would be an affront to the underſtanding of thoſe who hear, 


it would be an inſult to common ſenſe, was I to pretend that 
] thought the loſs of Burgoyne's army was the effect of 
chance; or that this country would not minutely enquire 
and reſent it. It is impoſſible to conceive 8000 men redu- 
ced to the ſituation they are, without great fault in ſome one. 
It muſt either reſt in thoſe who concerted the plan, in him 
who had the conduct of it, or in thoſe on whoſe co-opera- 
tion ſucceſs depended. I could have wiſhed that this enqui- 
ry had been deferred; for, indiſputably, it would be the 
higheſt injuſtice, it would be cruelty in the extreme, to ex- 
tend your enquiry to the conduct of General Burgoyne. 
He even knows not of the ſubject of your deliberations. 
Whether his raſhneſs precipitated this army into deſtruction, 
or whether his delays produced this unhappy ſurrender, we 
can come to no reſolution. We ought not to ſuffer ourſelves 
to form an opinion. To cenſure, or even to queſtion, his 
conduct, at this time, would be a breach of all the laws of 
juſtice, by which, every man ought to be preſent when he is 
accuſed, If, Sir, I am unwilling to condemn, or even to 


ſcrutinize, the conduct of General Burgoyne, it becomes 


me to be no leſs guarded in what I ſay of Sir William Howe. 
Great guilt may reſt with him; but there bong no paper of 
importance relative to him before us, except the letter of Lord 
G. Germain of the 18th of May, we muſt be ſilent reſpecting 
that great officer, until he returns to England. I ſhall there- 
fore only ſubmit to you my ſentiments on the conduct of the 
noble Lord at the head of the American department ; and I 
hope to demonſtrate, that the loſs of this army can no way be 


attributed to him; that the plan was not only practicable, 


but that it was neceſſary for him to adopt it; and that hecon- 
tributed every thing in his * to enſure ſucceſs. 7 
| 2 t 
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At the opening of the campaign, in 1777, the attention 
of the whole nation was taken up by the intended junction 
of the armies, and thereby cutting off all communication 
between the northern and ſouthern provinces, Every one 
approved the meaſure. I am warranted, therefore, in ſay- 


ing, that the voice of the whole country concurred with the 


noble Lord; and had it ſucceeded, there cannot be a doubt 
of the moſt happy conſequences to this country. Unleſs 
the rebel army could be brought to a general engagement, 
{ſkirmiſhes might protract the war, at a vaſt expence; and 
though ſucceſsful, but little forward the concluſion. 

The reputation of General Burgoyne, the univerſal opi— 
nion of his ſkill and bravery, made him appear to the noble 
Lord, and to the whole world, as the fitteſt general that 
could be found for ſuch an expedition. He ſolicited it by 
his letter iſt of January, 1777; by No. 9 he ſtates his 
plan for the campaign. The nation called ſor it. The General 
ſolicited the undertaking; and himſelf forms the plan. The 
noble Lord would have deſerved every degree of cenſure, had 
ke impeded, or even if he had not forwarded the attempt, [I 
have no doubt he thought well of it ; but had his opinion 
been contrary, it would be impoſſible to juſtify his refiſt- 
ing the calls of his country, and the ſolicitations of a brave 
and favourite general. The advantage of crofling the coun- 
try was obvious; by this means all communications between 


the northern and ſouthern provinces would have been pre- 


vented. Had General Burgoyne received the expected co- 
operation, the army under General Waſhington muſt have 
been reduced to the neceſſity of a general engagement. The 
advantages being infinite, had the event been ſucceſsful, was 
not the miniſter warranted in attempting it ? Would he not 
have been condemnable, if he had adopted any other? I 
think, Sir, it cannot be controverted ; I think the gentle- 
men on the other fide muſt admit, that the plan of dividing 


the northern and ſouthern colonies was practicable; that the 


nation called for it; and that no other plan would have ſo 
immediately tended to conclude the war. 


Let us now, Sir, enquire, whether the ſecretary of ſtate | 


complied with the requiſitions of the general, and by every 
means in his power, promoted the ſueceſs of the undertaking. 
No complaint having been made, that every neceſſary to 


forward the expedition was not afforded ; I might be war- 


ranted in concluding that the General was ſupplied with eve- 


| FY thing he'could with, But yet, let us examine that matter, 
I 8 General 


4 % „ n 


General Burgoyne, by his thoughts on the war, expreſſes 
himſelf thus: 1 conceive the operating army, excluſive of 
troops left for the ſervice of Canada, ought not to confiſt of 
leſs than 8000 regulars, rank and file; the artillery, in the 
memorandums of General Carleton, a corps of watermen, 

2020 Canadians, and a thouſand or more ſavages ; the Ca- 
- MWnadians and ſavages were totally out of the power of the 
ſecretary of ſtate; and he could only give direction to Sir 
Guy Carleton to provide them, if poſhble. All that was 
| Within the immediate power of the ſecretary of ſtate were 
the regular troops, and the neceſſaries of the army. By the 
etter, 28th March, 1777, from Lord George Germain to 
ir Guy Carleton, he is required to put 7173 effective men 
under the command of General Burgoyne, and 675 under 
he command of Colonel St. Leger; making together 7848. 
It was hardly poſſible to be nearer the number; and I defy 
be moſt determined perſecutor of miniſtry to ſay, this event 
vas Owing to the want of 150 men. -—— 

By the letter from Lord George to Sir William Howe, 
8th May, 1777, he has theſe words: that the King truſts, 
whatever you meditate may be executed in time to co-ope- 
ate with the army ordered to proceed from Canada, This 

a proof that co-operation was expected by all parties. 
ould the miniſter do more? Will any man conduct your 
fairs, if he is to be accountable not only for the expedien- 
y, but for the ſucceſs, of every meaſure? A general of 
e greateſt military ſkill, executing a deſign of his own ſug- 
eſting, commanding the number of troops he required, 
applied with every neceſſary his imagination could ſuggeſt, 
pported by a co-operation of the armies, ſo far as the mi- 
Iſter is concerned (that muſt be ſuppoſed) could there be a 
I Wirer proſpect of ſucceſs ?- Could the miniſter imagine that 
Er William Howe would not give his aſſiſtance; or that 
8 eneral Burgoyne, finding himfelf diſappointed in that ex- 
e ation, would ſtill perſiſt, and not ſecure a retreat? The 
o neral ſpeaks of his peremptory orders; they paſſed through 

r Guy Carleton ; and expreſs, that General Burgoyne and 

e plonel St. Leger are to be put under the command of Sir 
y illiam Howe; and until they receive order from him, 
. Ey are to act at diſcretion ; but they are never to loſe view 
o If their intended junction with Sir William Howe, as their 
cipal object, a 8 
Ihey are to act at their diſcretion Is that peremptory? — 
„ ey are to have in view their junction with Sir William 


a J | Howe ; 
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Mr. Dun- 
das. 


Sir Richard Sir Richard Sutton thought the papers did not warrant d 
Sutton. 


am content with having ſhewn the expediency of the me- 
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Howe; but until that junction is eſtabliſhed, they continue 
to act as their diſcretion dictates. But, Sir, had the orders 
been the moſt peremptory that language can convey, they 
could not have been compulſory, when dangers and difficul- 
ties aroſe which could not be foreſeen. Orders are given 
according to the appearance of things at that time they are 
iſſued; they ceaſe therefore to be peremptory when affain 
totally change. No general would undertake an expedition, 
unleſs ſomething was left to his diſcretion. Orders muſt be 
conveyed in general terms; and muſt be applied according 
to the intention of thoſe who give them: they can be no 
otherwiſe interpreted, than to regulate that which 1s incon- 
ſiſtent with the general plan, and dangerous in itſelf, and to 
adopt ſuch a line of conduct as ſhall moſt conduce to thy 
end propoſed. What was the end propoſed by this expedi . N 
tion? By croſſing the country, to produce a junction of the 
armies. The general's duty, therefore, was to obtain the end, 
The mind of man cannot furniſh a reaſonable ground to con- 
ceive that, at all events, however the face of affairs might 
change, let what difficulties might ariſe, let a ſituation be ſup 
poled, in which it was impoſſible for his army to eſcape being 
cut to pieces; yet that he was to proceed at all hazards— 
Such an interpretation would have deſtroyed the intent d 
the expedition; and it is not poſſible to imagine, that the 
general could conſider himſelf bound to obey ſuch order 
though he had received them from the ſecretary of ſtate 
Much more might be ſaid 5 but I ſhould precipitate myſel 
into a condemnation of thoſe I do not wiſh to mention, | 


ſure is apparent, the practicability of it obvious, and tha 
the ſecretary of ſtate appears to have done every thing that 
miniſter attentive to the duty of his office was able, to et 
ſure its ſucceſs. He appears to me, therefore, to merit tit 
hearty thanks of his country. 

Mr. Dundas [Lord Advocate] commented on the paper 
with a view to ſhew, he ſaid, that the plan was a wiſe one 
that it was attended to in the execution with aſſiduity al 
ability; that it was a plan of junction of co-operation, 10 
a junction of the bodies of the armies 5 and that the nova 
Lord had given orders to every officer to attend to that c 

eration. 


committee to agree to the propoſed reſolutions; and there 
fore they ought to be thrown out, 


8, : | 

ue A. 1778. D E. B A * E 8. 79 
ll Mr. Powys thought there was an impropriety in the mea- Mr. Powys. 
© Wiure, becauſe General Burgoyne was abſent. Sir George 
u- Sir George Howard was of the ſame opinion. Howard. 

en 


Lord John Cavendiſh ſaid, it would have been better if Lord be 
General Burgoyne was preſent ; but thought there was mat- (on 
ter enough in the papers to juſtify the reſolutions, 

Mr. Burke ſupported Mr. Fox throughout. Mr. Burke. 

Lord North ſaid it was proper for him to riſe, though the Lord Nerth. 
harge was not perſonal againſt him ; yet as nothing was 
done by the noble Jord, that had not the concurrence of all 
his Majeſty's miniſters, he muſt conſider himſelf as included; 
and that it was his duty to take his ſhare in the crime, if any 
vch was proved, and in the cenſure, if any ſuch was paſſed. 

He faid, all proper orders were given for ſuch co-operation 
ff force, wherever it was employed; all tending to the ſame 
nd, though not in the ſame line, nor in lines that commu- 
jeated with each other. 

Colonel Barre obſerved, the noble Lord had ſaid nothing col. Barre. 
o the purpoſe. Thoſe who acknowledge themſelves to be 
xccomplices, and were, of courſe, particeps criminis, were the 
deople who took upon themſelves to be advocates. 

Mr. Medderburne took the ſame line as the Lord Advocate _ wi 
ad done, | = 
Lord George Germain followed Lord North exactly. —— 
Mr. Dunning faid, the noble Lord [Lord George Ger- Mr. pun- 
ain] had promiſed to ſend to General Howe the ſame or- ning. 
lers he had given to General Burgoyne. He had negle&ed 
o do it. He poſitively aſſerted his Lordſhip never did ſend 
em. 

Mr Thurlow ſaid, he got up to exculpate Lord Wey- Mr. Tz4u-- 
nouth from the ſhare he had, as one of the King's miniſters, #w. - 

Mr. Fox replied, that though that noble Lord was his par- wr. Fes. 
cular friend, yet he thought his criminality was of another 
ind, His Lordſhip's ignorance of the treaty between 
rance and America, deſerved a cenſure of a much higher 
ature, | 

The queſtion was called for, and the Houſe divided ; for 
he reſolutions 44, againſt them 164. | | 
Mr. Fox, in great warmth, declared he would not make yr. For. 
hother motion ; and taking the reſolution of cenſure out of | 
pocket, tore it in pieces, and then went out of the Houſe, 

s ſoon as Mr. Fox was gone, Mr. Wedderburne moved, 


hat it does not appear to this committee, that the failure of 
. % th e 
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public, that a new contract ſhould be entered into with ſome 
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the expedition from Canada aroſe from any negleC in the 
ſecretary of ſtate. r 
This reſolution was agreed to in the committee; but was 
never reported to the Houſe. . 
Adjourned to the 23d. 
March 23. | 
Sir Grey Cooper preſented to the Houſe the following paper, 


ARTICLES of AGREEMENT, indented, had, made, Wn 
and concluded, this 20th Day of December, in the 11th 
ear of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the 
hird, by the grace of God King of Great Britain, 
France and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, and fo forth, 
and in the year of our Lord 1770; between the Lords 
Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, for and on the 
part and behalf of his Majeſty on the one part, and the 
Right Honourable Thomas Harley, and Henry Drum- 
mond, Eſquire, of the other part. = 


WHEREAS, upon the 29th day of November, 1768, ain 
contract was made between the then Commiſſioners. of his 
Majeſty's Treaſury, and the ſaid Thomas Harley and John 
Drummond, Eſquires, for providing ſufficient quantities of 
money for the ſubſiſtence of his Majeſty's forces in North - re 
America. And whereas the ſaid John Drummond hat 
defired, in writing, to be immediately diſcharged from the 
further ſervice and execution of the ſaid contract, without 
further notice; and the ſaid Lords Commiſſioners having, 
on his Majeſty's part, agreed to accept of the ſaid reſigna- 
tion: it is therefore thought neceſſary, for the ſervice of the 


able and fit perſons for performing the ſaid ſervice. And 
whereas the ſaid Thomas Harley and. Henry Drummond are 
willing and defirous to take and receive all ſuch ſums of mo- 
ney as ſhall from time to time be iſſued or wanted for theÞwe 
purpoſes aforeſaid ; and invert the ſame in purchaſing Spa- on 
niſh milled dollars, and other Spaniſh coined filver, and Spa- Nin 
niſh or Portugal coined gold, either in England or the colo- 
nies, as they ſhall find ſuch filver and gold may be pur. 
chaſed on the moſt advantageous terms for the ſervice ol 
the public; and, to pay over ſuch monies in New-York, 
Nova Scotia, .Louiſbourgh, Quebec, and Montreal, as the 
ſame ſhall be wanted for the ſervices of the ſaid forces, and 
purpoſes aforeſaid, 8 

| | They 


e BEE ATEL 
8. 1 hey the ſaid Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond 


he rendering particular and clear accounts, as well of all the 
profits that may ariſe by their tranſactions, as alſo of all 


as Noſts and charges attending the ſame ; for all which ſervices 


and their labour and pains therein, they are to have and re- 
keive a clear allowance of one and a half per cent. This in- 
lenture therefore witneſſeth, and it is hereby covenanted 
er. Ind agreed, by and between the ſaid Commiſſioners of hi 
ajeſty's Treaſury on the part and behalf of his Majeſty, 
le, Wind the ſaid Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond, in 
th MWnanner and form following: that is to ſay, 
he They the ſaid Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond, for 
in, Mhemſelves, and their heirs, executors, and adminiſtrators, 
th, Wo ſeverally covenant, contract and agree, to and with the 
rds Haid Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, that they the 
the Maid Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond, will take and 
the Meceive all ſuch ſum and ſums of money as ſhall from time 
m· Ne iſſued for the pay and ſervice of his Majeſty's troops 
nd forces in America; and ſhall immediately, upon ſuch 
flues, invert the ſame, in the purchaſing, either in Eng- 
„1 und or in the colonies, as may be found moſt for the 
his dvantage of the public, Spaniſh milled dollars, and other 
hn {Woaniſh coined filver, and Spaniſh and Portugal coined 
old ; and will (unavoidable accidents only excepted) pay 
rer and deliver ſuch monies to the reſpective paymaſters, 
ho are or ſhall be appointed to receive the ſame in New- 
(ork, Nova Scotia, Louiſburgh, Quebec, and Montreal, or 
ſuch other places in North-America where his Majeſty's 
ng, MWrvices require that a paymaſter be appointed. For which 
na- id monies, the ſaid paymaſters are from time to time to 
theMWive the ſaid contractors proper receipts and acquittances. 


mel And the ſaid Commiſſioners of his Majefty's Treaſury, 


1th the ſaid Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond, their 
eirs, executors, and adminiſtrators, that they ſhall be al- 
wed all coſts and charges that ſhall attend the inverting the 
onies ſo to be iſſued to them into ſuch coined filver and gold 
oin, and the delivering the ſame to the ſaid paymaſters of 


olo- he ſaid forces, either in New-York, Nova Scotia, Louiſ- 
bur-urgh, Quebec, or Montreal, or other places as aforeſaid. 
e oi And the ſaid Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond, for 


ereby further covenant and agree, that they will fairly and 
athfully account for, and duly anſwer to his Majeſty, all 
Vo. IX. 8 M Profits 
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or and on the part of his Majeſty, do hereby agree, to and 


emſelves, their heirs, executors, and adminiſtrators, do 
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profits and advantages which ſhall or may ariſe by and upon 
the monies to be inverted in manner aforeſaid. And the {aid 
Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Treaſury do agree, that the 
ſaid Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond, their heirs, 
executors, adminiſtrators, or aſſigns, ſhall be allowed, have, 
and receive, for their labour, pains, and ſervices, in receiving 
all ſuch monies, and inverting and paying over the fame, i 
full and clear allowance of one and a half per centum. 
And it is hereby agreed, that ſufficient ſecurity, to the 
liking of the ſaid Commiſhoners, ſhall be given by the 
ſaid Thomas Harley and Henry Drummond, for the due 
performance of the ſeveral articles of this indenture, on their 
parts to be done and performed, before they ſhall enter upon 
the execution thereof. . | | 
And it is hereby declared and agreed, by and between the 
ſeveral parties hereto, that this contract ſhall commence from 
the day of the date hereof, and continue for one whole year 
certain, and from thenceforth until the end of twelve calen- 
dar months after warning ſhall have been given, either on 
his Majeſty's part, or by the ſaid Thomas Harley and Henry 
Drummond, their heirs, executors, adminiſtrators, or aſſigns, 
Laſtly, it is covenanted and agrecd, between all the par- 
ties to theſe preſents, that the Commiſſioners of his Majelly's 
Treaſury, or any of them, ſhall not be liable, in their per- 
ſons or eſtates, to any action of covenant, or any other pro- 
ceedings whatſoever, in any court of law or equity, by rea: 
ſon or means of their being on his Majeſty's behalf made 
parties to this contract. 
In witneſs whereof, the ſaid Commiſſioners of his Maj: 
ſty's Treaſury, and the ſaid Thomas Harley and Heor 
Drummond, have hereunto interchangeably put their hand 
and ſeals, © Signed, | | 
F 5 NorTH. 
G. OnsLow. 
C. * 
E YSON. 
. TowN$HEND, 


- 


with. Lord North acquainted the Houſe, that he had a meſſag 
from his Majeſty to the Houſe, ſigned by his Majeſty ; an 


he preſented the-ſame to the Houſe ; and it was read by Mr 

Speaker, and is as followeth, viz. =. * | 
THE French King having concluded a treaty of ami 
and commerce with his Majeſty's reyolted ſubjects 70 North 
» 3 bd 8 g 8 — » . . i ; . meri q 
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America, and his Majeſty having received advice, that the 
warlike preparations in France become every day more con- 
fiderable ; his Majeſty thinks that, in this eritical conjunc- 
ture, he ſhould not act conſiſtently with the care and concern, 
which he always feels for his faithful people, if he omitted 
any means in his power that may contribute to their defence: 
therefore, in purſuance of the acts of parliament, enabling 
his Majefty to call out and aſſemble the militia, in the caſes 
therein mentioned, his Majeſty has thought it right to make 
this communication to the Houſe of Commons ; to the end 
that his Majeſty may, if he ſhall think proper, cauſe the 
militia to be drawn out and embodied; and to march as oc- 
caſion ſhall require. G. R. 

Reſolved, nemine contradicente, 


That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to 


return his Majeſty the humble thanks of this Houſe, for his 
moſt gracious meſlage ; and to expreſs the juſt ſenſe we have 


of his Majeſty's goodneſs, and of his paternal care of his 


people, in providing every means in his power that may tend 
to their defence, and in his intention to call out and aſſem- 
ble the militia, if it ſhall be found neceſſary for that purpoſe. 


Lord North moved to bring in a bill to continue an act of Lord North, 


the 16th of his preſent Majeſty, for employing convicts on 
the river 'Thames, 


Mr. Burke feared the time would come when we ſhould Mr. Burke. 


put priſoners and felons to death on the principle of economy. 


Sir William Meredith diſapproved of the mode of puniſh- Sir zyyliom 
ment; ſaid it was much more ſevere than tranſportation, and Meredith. 


totally repugnant to the general frame of our laws. 
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Mr. T. Townſhend ſaid the act had not the deſired effect, Mr. T. 
for robberies were encreaſed inſtead of being diminiſhed ; Tewnſbend. 
that in the courſe of the winter every day furniſhed ſome 
freſh account of fome daring robbery or burglary. He ſaid, 
ſcarce a night paſſed in which there were not robberies com- 
mitted in . and firing of piſtols heard. 

Mr. Gaſcoigne ſaid, he had been to ſee the convicts at work; Mr. G. 
that their puniſhment was far from ſevere; that though it was ccigne. 
called hard labour, they do not do as much work in a day as 
may be done for hire for ninepence, a KY 

Mr. Gilbert ſaid, the act was meant as a temporary law. Mr. Gilbert 
and as ſuch he was for continuing it, till ſomething elſe was 
ſubſtituted in its place. | | 
Sir Charles Bunbury ſaid, that we ſtill poſſeſſed ſeveral places sir Charles 
in America, to which felons could be tranſported, Bunbury. 

A 2 Mr. 


2 yy — — - 

L * 
—— ow -, ea 
«py 


2 "tz Ki; * 8 4 - * — - 
x * " 7 L E - - + - — — — hy 2 2 
ren n — R — 1 N . F e 52 — ws 
* oo > * * at „ —_— 44:95 my NE) N 4 
7 a . 7 : 82 8 — — 
4 * 4 : 


—W "4% 
St . ? 
Be. £6 


- - 


ng 
o_ K 
4 1 
. 5 
„ 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


84 A. 1778 

Mr. F. Mr. F. Mzntagu was for ſending the bill to a committee 

Mentagu. He ſaid, he expected a bill upon a much larger plan; but in 
the mean time, if that ſhould not be practicable, he thought 
the preſent act ought to be continued. 

Mr. Burke, Mr. Burke ſaid, the felons ought to be tranſported to Ca— 
nada, Nova Scotia, and the Floridas. 

Sir Richard Sir Richard Sutton moved for a committee to enquire into 

Suttos. the ſtate of the priſoners, and to report the ſame to the Houſe, 


The other motion was withdrawn, 
Col. Barre, Colonel Barr? gave notice that he would make a motion 
on Friday next (the 27th) reſpecting the expenditure of the 
public money. 

Eord North obſerved, that the motion would lead to a large 
field, and if the gentleman would not declare to what par- 
ticular parts of the expenditure his motion was meant to be 
directed, it would be impoſſible for him to rely on his bare 
memory, ſo as to be able to give the Houſe a clear and fatis- 
factory account. | 

Colonel Barre ſaid he did not mean to take the noble Lord 
by ſurprize, nor was his motion a captious one. He would 
aſk no queſtions but what might be eaſily anſwered. 

Lord Gezrge Cavendiſh remarked, that he never remembered 
it to be cuſtomary to give the Houſe a bill of fare on notic: 


of a motion. . 
March 24. 


No debate. 
| March 25. 

The Houſe in committee of ſupply. 

Lord North moved, that 1, 400, 9231. be granted to his mo- 
jeſty, to defray the extra expences of his majeſty's land forces. 

; That 18,895/. be granted for the charge of the augmenta— 

tion to his majeſty's forces. 

That 6998“/. be granted for the expences of roads and 

bridges in Scotland. 


Lord North. 


Col. Barre. 


Ld. G eorge 
Ca vendiſb. 


Alarch 26. = 

Lord North preſented the bill for laying a tax upon houſes, 
and moved, that the ſecond reading be on Monday next, the 
Zoch. 5 $ 

Sir George Yonge wiſhed the ſecond reading deferred to 1 
more diſtant day, as he took it to be a matter of very great 
conſequence to the inhabitants of the cities of London and 
Weſtminſter, and parts adjacent, in one point of view; and 
to the whole landed intereſt of England and Wales in ano- 
ther. He ſaid, the noble Lord's attempt to hurry it throug! 


the Heuſe wore a very ſuſpicious appearance; that certain) 
x it 


Lord North. 


Sir George 
| Tenge. 


of 
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it was one of the moſt oppreſſive and injurious taxes that was 
ever deviſed ; and reſembled more a law of puniſhment upon 
the metropolis, than a fair, equal, and proportionate tax 
upon property. He doubted not but the citizens of London, 
&c. would, if they had due notice, petition that Houſe 
againſt it; and this was the means taken to ſteal a march 
upon the perſons to be affected by the bill, and carry it 
through the Houſe by ſurpriſe. He ſaid, the chancellor of 
the exchequer had acquainted the committee, when the tax 
was firſt propoſed, that farm houſes were to be exempted. 
He begged to know from the noble Lord, if proviſion had 
been made in the bill for that purpoſe ? | 
Mr. Byng, after condemning the bill, in ſtrong terms, Mr. Byng. 
ſaid, the noble” Lord had given the committee likewiſe to 
underſtand, that manſions would be exempted, becauſe, if 
they were not, the tax would operate to all intents and pur- 
poſes as a land-tax : yet, if this iniquitous tax muſt paſs, he 
would be againſt the exemption ; becauſe then the people 
without doors would have juft reafon to ſay, the individuals 
compoſing that Houſe had taxed every one but themſelves. | 
Lord North replied to the firſt ſpeaker, that farm houſes of Lord North, 
certain denominations might be exempted ; but he never en- 
tertained a fingle idea of not taxing manſions; but in the 
committee (the principle of the bill being clearly out of the 
queſtion) would be the proper place to ſettle thoſe matters. 


Mr. Burke moved to have the bill printed, that thoſe who Mr. Burke. 


were to bear nine tenths of the burden, which it intended to 
impoſe, might be timely informed of its contents. He called 
ita bill of puniſhment on the citizens of London, &c. for 
their daring to diſapprove of the American war. 

Hon. T. Walpole ſaid, it was a melancholy conſideration, Hon. T. 
that thoſe and their poſterity who, within and without that Valpele. 
Houſe, diſapproved and reprobated the American war, ſhould 
have their inheritances and properties mortgaged for the enor- 
mous ſums ſpent and laviſhed in endeavouring to effe& ſyſtems 
equally fraught with folly, cruelty, and injuſtice, He ſaid, 
the noble Lord in the blue ribbon could not, without mani- 
feſting the higheſt contempt for the inhabitants of this great 
metropolis, refuſe to conſent to the printing of the bill, His 
worthy relation (the late Sir Robert Walpole) who, without 
any diſparagement to his Lordſhip, was his equal in ,the 
ſcience of politics, upon a falſe alarm, acted in the manner 
now recommended, .on his own account, A great alarm, 
ſuch as that againſt the preſent bill, was raiſed in the year 
1733 againſt the exciſe ſcheme, A falſe bill was printed and 
circulated through the country. The miniſter moved to have 
one 


E 


ms * I _ 


— 


r May 


— 
n > 


tare © 
I Noone _ - 


* 11 


n 


2 D « —_— * 2 2 Ay 
12 


2. 
5 


ra k , * 
W nene 


Nen 


% 2 f 
* MYR - 3 to 78s 


- -— i%* a _ n 9 = E 
© "Bk 1 * 2” 


r erg re wn gs SG 
- _ | "oe * * 4. + 
= 


— 2 — n - 4 * 2 — 3 AC y 
4 — * * pe 2 7 oy —— 
e rn 


5 * 5 n —— 
N 4 n n 
n e 44 .* 
. 2 0 2 * 
LR 8. > 4% 5 a. 
\ - Ty „ bt 


* "a 7 "7 - 

” # 4 - . 
* * = ”F 4 

o ; 4 8 » 
— * * a hs * N 
s =_— < E TS; 
ve \ PRs 
— Cr Ph + Sig - 


* — 
—. i ⏑˙·˙ — - + — 


— «© - - — 
rr 


— 2 
— — 
* 


wb 


— 


—— — 


PE — 0p wy 


- — N 
= bn \ III = = 2 \ 
— Cz R 2 » — 2 221 4 — 
1 * n 4 _ oy 
# 4 . Pp 4 + ah 6. io” : ——— - 
— ae —_— 2 —— — — — — — 
3 2 — — > AT ————— —— — — — — — 
— 02 2 — — re — — 2 2 3 — - - 
— _—_ ö has. ha 
— — — — — — — - — 


86 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1% 


one printed by the order of the Houſe, by which means the 
counterfeit was detected, and the clamour in a great meaſure 
inſtantly ſubſided. | 

Mr. Rigty. Mr. Rigby oppoſed the printing of the bill, as unprece. 
dented in reſpect of a money bill. It was an eſtabliſhed rule, 
he ſaid, never to print them; and if the preſent bill ſhould 
be printed, what end would it anſwer? for it was likewiſe 
another eſtabliſned rule, never to receive a petition againſt a 
money bill. | 

The queſtion was then put, and the diviſion was; for print- 
ing 44 ; againſt it 71. 

Mr. Gaſ- Mr. Gaſcoigne (Sir Charles Whitworth being indiſpoſed) 

cone brought up the report of the reſolutions agreed to in the com- 
mittee of ſupply. 

Mr. Rigly, Mr. Rigby ſald, he had, fince the preceding day, made 
particular enquiry into the matter reſpecting the ſtoppages of 
the armies ſerving in America, and had found, that the ſame 
had been iſſued by the deputy paymaſter-general, by orders 
from the commander in chief, by warrants for that purpoſe. 
He then read, from papers, the orders from Sir William 
Howe, directing to pay ſo much, and to ſtop ſo much, on 
account of ſo many rations of proviſions. He profefled his 
ignorance of the particular grounds of thoſe orders Thoſe 
lay with the general to explain, who he doubted not would 
do ſo very ſatisfactorily in due time. This could not be done, 
however, till next year, when the whole would be cleared up 
to the ſatis faction of the Houſe. 

Lord Norah. Lord North ſaid, that every thing upon future examination 
would appear clear and fatisfatory ; that the rations were 
diſtributed; and where they were not, there the ſtoppages 
accrued, That the ſtoppages were made on the effective 
men, and non-commiſſioned officers; and, conſequently, 
though the numbers might be conſiderably lefs, the effectives 
and the number of rations diſtributed, might eaſily account 
for the difference. 

Mr. Boker. Mr. Baker was ſevere on the contractors, for providing the 

gold coin, He faid, the commiſſion was exorbitant, and 

unprecedented. But ſuppoſing that one one-half per cent. 
might be reaſonable for the Spaniſh and Portugal coins, which 

he was ſure it was not, what would the nation think of mi- 

niſters, who could with ſuch a -wanton hand, enough tt 

create the moſt unfavourable ſuſpicions, give a commiſſion dl 

one one-half per cent. on Engliſh gold ſent to America, an( 

bills drawn on this country by the commander in chief. 

infiſted that half per cent. was full encugh, and was the cut 

rent price for which acceptances were done by every merchant! 
1 1 
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3. in the city of London, and that too on ſmall ſums, where 
there was more trouble in accepting and paying five thouſand 
pounds, than what fell to the ſhare of the contractors in ac- 
cepting and paying a million. He ſpoke. of the 300, ooo 
guineas ſent to America, and obſerved, on that article alone, 
the contractors made only the trifling ſum of four thouſand 
ſeven hundred and twenty-five pounds. 5 


ſolution the ſum of 160, oool. His reaſon for doing ſo was, 
that he hoped an Engliſh houſe of commons would never 
conſent to pay this ſum, which he ſaid had been advanced to 
purchaſe hatchets, tomahawks, ſcalping-knives, razors, ſpurs, 
&c. for the ſavages of America, to butcher, torture, ſcalp, 
and maſſacre old men, women, children, and infants at the 
breaſt. 5 | 

On the queſtion the amendment was rejected; 21 for it, 
and 56 againſt it. 


March 27. 
No debate. | 
Adjourned to the 3oth, 
| | March 50. 


Houſe-tax bil] read a ſecond time. No debate upon it. 


ſums which had been granted for army extraordinaries for the 
three laſt years, and how ſhamefully they had been ſquandered. 
He read, from papers on the table, the ſums granted ; the 
detail of each year's expenditure; the particular ſervices ; 
and the perſons who had performed the contracts. He ſaid, 
when the firſt extraordinaries of 800,002), came before that 
Houſe, in the year 1776, he endeavoured to get explanations. 


till the next year. We have as yet procured no more than. 
an account of the ſums iſſued, to whom iſſued, and the ſer- 
vices for which they were iſſued. All theſe are not vouchers 
to the Houſe; the vouchers ſhewing in what manner the 
money thus iſſued has been expended will come the next year. 


the So it happened, he ſaid, the following, and ſo it has hap- 


and pened this year. This Houfe has each ſucceſſive year been 
told, that they are to have the vouchers of the preceding; 
none have been as yet produced; but the noble Lord, after 
his repeated and ſolemn promiſes, has thought proper to keep 


mi- | 
| toffithe parliament and nation in the dark, The fame confidence, 
n obe might call it ſhameful confidence, and deluſion on one 


lide, anq the fame ſhameful and traiterous ſervility on the 


Mother, 


Mr. Burke moved an amendment, to except out of the re- Mr, Burkes 


Colonel Zarrz, He began with obſerving the enormous Cel. Barre: 


The anſwer was, We have no vouchers; thoſe cannot be had 
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He ſaid, it was not even the money that was thrown away 


but that that was permitted to lie in the hands of favourite 


placemen, favourite agents, and favourite contractors. In 
ſome inſtances, this money was permitted to lie in the hands 
of men, anſwering to thoſe ſeveral deſcriptions, for fifteen or 
twenty years, while this ruined, diftreſſed nation, was bor- 
rowing money at upwards of five per cent. He remarked, 
that a thouſand lame apologies were made day after day; 
ſuch as that there were not clerks enough in the auditor's 
office. Why not have clerks enough? Such again was the 
ſhameful pretence' in the navy- office, that they could not 
undertake the hiring the tranſpott victualiers. Why not 
employ additional clerks, ſurveyors, &c. But theſe were 
mere flimſy pretexts, to blindfold the nation, and prevent 
them from diſcovering the iniquitous jobbs that were daily 
carrying into execution. If clerks, ſurveyors, and com- 
miſhoners were wanting, and that the precious agent and con- 
tractor, Mr. Atkinſon, was able to ſupply them all, in his 
own perſon (that, for aught that appeared, being the caſe), 
why not employ this worthy gentleman to audit the accounts! 
He next turned his attention to Mr. Gordon, the inſpector 
of proviſions at Corke, who had only at the rate of upwards 
of ten thouſand pounds a year for his trouble, for what might 
be as well, he would not fay better, executed for halt ſo 
many hundreds, But he was apt to ſuſpect, that poor Mr, 
Gordon had not all the profit ſet up to his account, 

The colonel next proceeded to ſtate the expences of the 
reſpective years of the late glorious war, and compare them 
with the firſt, ſecond, and third years of the preſent diſgrace- 
ful, ruinous, and inglorious war; and proved fairly, that 
when we had more than half of Europe to contend with, our 
expences were not near ſo great, Where was the balance? 
W hat our conqueſts? Where were our prizes? Where 


were our victories? We had been beaten, defeated, or 


baſed, in every attempt. We had ſpent, or would ſpend, 
by the cloſe of the preſent campaign, upwards of thirty mil- 
lions of money; and, to fill the meaſure of national cala- 
mity, we were on the eve of a war with France and Spain, 
as well as America, Here he took a more particular view of 
agents, contractors, ſplitting of profits, &c. particularly of 
the contracts and agencies of Harley and Drummond, on 
the Spaniſh, Portugal, and Britiſh gold coin; and the ſelt— 
denying Mr, Atkinſon, relative to his rum contract, and 
agency for the line of tranſports for the treaſury, He con- 
tended, that the rum contract was full fifty per cent. 2 
| | =p much 
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much; that the tranſport ſervice, including the commiſſion, 

as à loſs of twenty per cent. to the public; and that the 

ontract for remitting money, and accepting bills given to 

Harley and Drummond, would be a waſte of public money, 

ittle ſhort of 230,000/. He ſaid, the rum contract had been 

eferred to three merchants of the firſt reputation in the city, 

by the treaſury ; the reſult of which was, that after the mer- 

hants had made the moſt ample allowance, there remained 

an exceſs of profit or douceur, for ſomebody, of full thirty 

der cent. He ſuppoſed, a reaſonable ſhare to the contractor 

or his trouble and riſque. He ſaid, it was well known that 

he price of rum in the iſland is ſeldom more than twenty, or 
enty-one pence the gallon; that 54. for profit and freight 

5 a great allowance; but did not wonder that great ſums had. 

deen devoured by contracts, when the noble Lord in the blue 

1bbon was ſo criminally ignerant as not to know. currency 

rom ſterling, But ſurely, if the noble Lord was ignorant 

ff the difference, was it not culpable in him and his col- 

eagues at the treaſury-board not to enquire of ſome perſon 

yho was capable of informing them on the ſubject ? 

Lord North roſe in great warmth, He ſaid, he was pretty Lord Net. 

ure it was ſterling ; but gentlemen cried no; and he, to hu- 

nour them, acquieſced, though afterwards, upon enquiry, 

t proved to be ſterling, and that he was right. | 

Colonel Barr# reprehended the noble Lord ſeverely for his Col. Barre, 

liforder, in a ſtrain of irony, The noble Lord, ſays he, 
ems to be in a paſſion. I am not ſurpriſed at it. I ſhould 

e ſurprized if he did not feel; but only mark his Lordſhip's 

hiloſophic command of temper, he has not been the leaſt 

hat 2 in interrupting me; not in the leaſt diſorderly, to 

ur Ie ſure, 

e! Lord North roſe again, and was proceeding in a high tone, 

ere When he was called to order. Continuing ftill on his legs, 

or Wie cry of chair! chair ! ſucceeded, The Speaker told his 

nd, M.ordſhip, that the proper time to reply to the honourable 

11]- Wentleman, who was opening the grounds of his motion, 

Ja- Would be when he had ſat down, 

in, Colonel Barre was ftill proceeding; and for nearly a quar- 

of er of an hour it was with great difficulty that the reſent- 

of ent of the noble Lord could be repreſſed. At length, how- 

on er, the peremptory orders of the chair prevailed, and his 

elf Lordſhip ſat down, | 

and Colonel Barr reſumed the thread of his diſcourſe. He Col. Barre. 

on- id, the motions he meant to propoſe might ſeem rather new, { 
too Fecauſe not lately practiſed ; but there were nevertheleſs ſe- 

uch Vor. IX. N veral 
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veral precedents in the journals in their ſupport, particularly 
in the years 1653 and 1667; and in the years 1694 and 169), 
as well as ſeveral others. 

He next obſerved on ſeveral other parts of the account. 
He ſaid, there was the ſum of five thouſand pounds paid to 
Sir Thomas Mills for an office enjoyed in Quebec ſome years f 
ſince. He could not poſſibly ſee how this ſum happened not 6 
to be paid before. He ſaid, twenty-three thouſand pound; h 
were charged for carrying on war againſt the Caribbs, He F 
had enquired of ſeveral] gentlemen, within and without q 
doors, who have property in the iſland of St. Vincents, who 
anſwered, they heard nothing of any war exifting in that 
iſland ſince the laſt troubles. He ſaid, in Meſſrs. Harley and 4 
Drummond's account, there appeared a want of voucher 
for eighty thouſand pounds. That there was a charge of 
one hundred and eight thouſand pounds for ſheep, and for 
cabbages, and other vegetables, excluſive of another mon- 
ſtruous charge for ſour crout ; beſides the enormous ſum o 
forty thouſand pounds paid to Lord Cornwallis without ac- 
count, 

He ſaid, that the laſt war in America, commiſhoners ha 
ten pounds a day; but now they were paid at the rate of 2 


. 3 th 
hundred pounds a day. Said, that America, perceiving oui ti 
luxury, diſſipation, and extravagance; and ſeeing us im 
merſed in corruption, reſolved to ſeparate from us; and he ® 
was well aſſured, that that was one of the great motives fa * 
her erecting herſelf into a ſeparate and independent ſtate, Hil dh 
reflections were very ſevere upon miniſtry in general, an be 
pointedly ſo upon Lord North. The colonel painted in i tile 
ſtrongeſt colours, our gloomy proſpect ; ſaid that Briſto! ha vey 
already felt the fatal effects of this war; that Liverpool ha 
done the ſame ; and that London itſelf was ſo oppreſſed wic hu 
the misfortunes of it, that ſhe had not courage even to com "8 
plain. He quoted Reynell, that if the Engliſh ever ha} _ 
their manners ſo corrupted, and their principles of liberty ill the 
changed, as to attempt to put fetters upon the colonies, the fai. 
will ſoon become flaves themſelves ; that all Europe uſed! 8 
look upon England as her pride, but that ſhe now turnt per 
from her, and cheriſhed that pride in the Weſt, that phœniſ ſin. 
riſing out of our aſhes. | 3 

He obſerved, that the noble Lord had the drum beat i z, 


that Houſe, and the ſtandard of war hoiſted againſt America hin 
and looked upon none as his friends but ſuch as enliſted 0 
the terms of compelling America, by the point of the {wort 
to a ſurrender of her liberties, The noble Lord's power W 7a 
I orealf 
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great, and his means of preſervation greater; but they all 
proved too weak for that reſiſtance which a ſpirit of freedom, 
and legal and conſtitutional liberty, inſpired. | 

He concluded, by ftrongly recommending public cecono- 
my; that diſſevered as the empire was, we had no right to 
the expenſive pomp belonging to a great ſtate; that we were 
become a little one; that we ſhould ceconomiſe the little we 
had left ; but that the very men, who had brought us to this 
ſituation, would probably that very night reject the means of 
doing it. | 

He then moved his reſolutions, which ſubſtantially im- 
ported, that a committee be appointed to inſpect the public 
accounts, and to report their opinion thereon to the Houſe. 


Lord North ſaid, he was ſtill right; for it was not cur- Lord North, 


rency, but ſterling. If he had been ignorant of that cir- 
cumſtance, he did not expect to hear it imputed to him as a 
crime. He ſaid, if governors abroad drew bills on the trea- 
yy how could it be helped? They had no money there, 
and money muſt be expended in building barracks, forts, &c. 
and in raiſing defences within their reſpective governments, 
They muſt account for what they had drawn ; and though 


they had over-drawn, the preſent was rather too delicate a 


time to proteſt their bills, | 
He ſaid, he had no objection to the propoſed committee, 
but ſhould wiſh not to have it above ſtairs; becauſe he could 


not attend there, on account of public buſineſs; but if in 


the Houſe, could and would attend, and ſhould wiſh to know 
before-hand, to what heads of expenditure the honourable gen- 
tleman meant chiefly to direct the enquiry, that he might be 
enabled to give a proper anſwer, 
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Mr. Cornwall ſaid, the eſtimates were formed above an Mr. Ca- 


hundred years ago, and that all the materials uſed in ſhip- al. 


building, repairs, ſtores, &c. are increaſed treble in the 
value. This circumſtance, he ſaid, would fully account for 
the extra's, and the great increaſe of the navy debt. He 
ſaid, accounts were confuſed things to look into; but the 
treaſury had done every thing that could poflibly have de- 
pended upon them, to inſpe& and regulate them, He ſaid, 
ſince ever he ſat at the treaſury-board, he diſliked governor's 
accounts; but what could be done? Here he copied, ver- 
batim, the argument of the noble Lord who ſpoke before 
him. He ſaid, he thought it extremely improper to refer the 
rum contract to the merchants, without telling them the real 
price of the rum; inſtead of which, they fixed an arbitra 
yalue on it, much below the real price, which was the reaſon 
N43 | that 
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that all their deductions were wrong. He added, that public 
affairs could not be tranſacted with more care and attention 
than they were at preſent; that therefore he could not ſee the 
leaſt occaſion for adopting the method propoſed by the ho- 
nourable gentleman; particularly as the contractors would 
refund to the treaſury what they had taken beyond a fair price, 
and that the treaſury would look to that and receive it ac- 
cordingly; that the nation was not, at preſent, in a proper 
temper; and that this would only add to the calumnies and 
detractious ſpirit of the day. 

Governor Johnſtone obſerved, that the very reaſons aſſigned 
by-the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, were the ſtrong- 
eſt that could be poſſibly given in favour of the enquiry into 
the public accounts; becauſe he had acknowledged that the 
accounts were intricate, and difficult to liquidate, He ſaid, 
the treaſury had been greatly impoſed on in the rum contract, 
and he believed knowingly ſo; for if they had done their 
dutyg to make enquiry, they would have found that the cur- 
rent price of proof rum in the iſlands is 1s. 11d. and 44. or 
5d. at moſt, was fully ſufficient for freight, leakage, &c, 
and was what any fair trader, or honeſt man, would be fully 
content with, He ridiculed Lord North's ſelf-ſufficiency, as 


he called it, in objeQing to its being a ſecret committee, 


laying ſo much ſtreſs upon his own preſence being eſſential 
to the carrying on the buſineſs in it; ſaid that for his part, 
were he to judge of the effect the noble Lord's preſence would 
have upon any future buſineſs, by what it had had upon all 
paſt, he ſhould wiſh his abſence from the committee ; that cer- 
tainly the ſituation of the affairs his Lordſhip has hitherto 
had the immediate management of, was, he thought, but 
little inducement for the Houſe to give much weight to the 
objection made by him to the ſecret committee, 

Mr. Aubrey thanked the honourable gentleman who made 
the motion, to whom he was ſure the Houſe in general, and 
every country gentleman in particular, was ſo much obliged; 
that the papers on the table abounded with- ſuch inſtances of 
extravagance, that it plainly appeared there was no other 
poſſible method of checking the careleſs profuſion of mini- 
ſters, but the one moved for ; that not to comply with the 
propoſed enquiry, would be a.breach of the truſt repoſed in vs 
by our conſticuents; that if it was put off, not only the 
preſent miniſters, but all future ones, would regard it as a 
declaration, that impunity is a confirmed privilege of office; 
and that the rapacious contractor would receive it as a licenſe 
for plunder ; that the valour of our officers and ſoldiers * 

no 
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not alone ſave the country; that there muſt be a ſtrict atten- 
tion to the finances, and application of public money; that 
without this, even another Marlborough or another Wolfe 
would not avail us; to uſe the words of one who was a great 


ſtateſman, as well as a great poet, 
In vain doth valour bleed, 
While av'rice and rapine ſhare the land. 


93 


Mr. Jentinſon ſaid, he was for the motion in part, but he Mr. Jenlis- 


was againſt the opinions of the committee being reported; en. 


that upon condition that the motion was amended according 
to that idea, he ſheuld vote for the ſelet committee. He 
ſaid, he knew the treaſury-board was always very exact in 
making enquiries before it entered into any contract; and 
made no doubt but the board had been equally circumſpect on 
the preſent occaſion. He ſaid, he did not think this a proper 
time for the committee of accounts. The Houſe was not in 
a temper to go into ſuch a tedious, difficult examination, and 
it might be productive of great miſchief, by diſſeminating 
il-founded charges, calumnies, &c. 


* 


Mr. Burke replied, that to appoint the committee would Mr. Burke. 


be the beſt means of preventing calumnies, and of refuting 
ill- founded reports. The calumnies, if they deſerved that ap- 
pellation, were already ſpread; enquiry, leading to a diſclo- 
ſure of truth, was the ſureſt way to detect fal ſehood. If I had 
to do with a man (ſays he) who ſuſpected me, and that I was 
conſcious of my own innocence, I would deſire, JI would in- 
treat; and, if I could not otherwiſe perſuade him to do me 
juſtice, I would, if in my power, compel him to examine 
into my conduct or accounts. He ſaid, he differed in ſenti- 
ment, as to the opinions not being reported from the com- 
mittee, with the facts, but he did not zfterwards inſiſt upon 
his objection; ſaid, that he could not ſee the great neceſſity 
there would be, for the noble Lord's | Lord North] being 
preſent at the committee, or even particular uſe there would 
bein it, unleſs to brow-beat ſome, and ſupport prevarica- 
tion in others. 


Lord North ſaid, he would repeat again, he had no ob- Lord North. 


jection to a committee, but not up ſtairs; or if the Houſe 
liked a ſelect committee better, he would be perfectly content. 


Mr. Harley ſaid, that the part of the public accounts rela- Mr. Harley. 


tive to him, would take up but very little of their time. 


Mr. Alderman Bull. It is ſeldom, and for a few minutes Mr. Alder- 
only, that I ever venture to beg the attention of the houſe ; man Ball. 


but, Sir, I think it a duty I owe to my conſtituents and to 


my country, to declare my opinion upon points, in which 1 


eſteem 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 


eſteem this Houſe to be in a peculiar manner the guardians, 


W hat | have in view has ſome relation to the motion before 
you ; the facts I ſhall mention are well known, though I think 
they have not been duly attended to. Sir, during the late 
peace, adminiſtration paid off eleven millions of the national 
debt; the public, however, did not, nor could they perceive 
any advantage they gained by this reduction of the debt, the 
taxes continuing the ſame, until they were told, that if we 
ſhould be again involved in a war, they would then be able 
to borrow the amount of the ſum paid off, without laying 0 
freſh burdens upon the people. Sir, we have had a war, and ˖ 
how have theſe miniſterial aſſurances turned out? Inſtead of y 
fact, they were all deluſion. The firſt moment ſupplies were \ 
required, new taxes were propoſed. Two millions one ?. 


hundred and fifty thouſand pounds were funded the year iſ 
before the laſt ; for this ſmall ſum (compared with eleven * 
million) freſh taxes were levied upon the people. The laſt 

ear five millions were funded, and proportionable taxes were il ©* 
impoſed. Part of the additional load of the preſent year, our Tr 
taſk-maſters have indulged us with the knowledge of. 1!“ 
ſhould not have troubled the Houſe with theſe obſervations, if | 
any gentleman had noticed them before. on 


Sir, I cannot riſe in this Houſe, without adding a word 


upon the ſubject of the preſent unhappy war. My opinion 2 ; 
has ever been the ſame ; I think it founded in e and . 
executed in inhumanity. 1 hope the people will be rouſed toꝛ 
contemplation of the perilous ſtate in which they now are: 4 


there may not be a week between us and total ruin. We f 
have loſt America; our madneſs has driven her to indepen- 
dency ; and that independency, in defiance of our reſo]ves, | fe 
am confident ſhe will ſupport. Beſides this, we have to l.. 
ment, and miniſters to anſwer for, the loſs of many thou- 
ſands of valuable lives, and many millions of money, which 
no ſucceſs in ſuch an iniquitous war can ever repay. Theſe, 
Sir, are ſome of the fatal effects of the wiſdom of the preſent 
miniſters. Deluſion has ſucceeded deluſion, and diſgract 
has ſucceeded diſgrace, till little remains to be added to tht 
catalogue of our calamities, 

The honourable gentleman that made the motion has ſaid, thoſ 
that the citizens of London are now ſo depreſſed, that they 5 


hardly dare complain; yet, Sir, though a citizen of London — 
J dare to give we opinion in this Houſe, and in the hearing _ 
of certain noble Lords. This opinion I have long held, and Ss 


in which I am more and more confirmed by every day's expt 
| '* rien 
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rience. I am the more ready to declare this opinion, becauſe 
I do moſt firmly believe it to be the opinion, not only of the 
minority, but the majority of this Houſe alſo. I mean, Sir, 
that the great objects of the preſent adminiſtration, their 
aiders and abettors, are, and ever have been, to aggrandize 


| and to enrich themſelves ; to plunder, to im poveriſn, and to 

' WM cnſlave the people. 

: Col. Barr#'s motion having been amended by Mr. Corn- Col. 
© WW wall, by leaving out the words, „to report their opinion 

k thereon,” the Colonel ſaid, that from the ſele& committee 


in 1773, much was expected, and little came forth ; that he 
; ſhould wiſh to withdraw his motion, rather than hang out to 
| the public hopes of redreſs, and that ſomething would be 
done, and afterwards diſappoint the public expeRation, by 


: being able to effect nothing, as the matter was to be decided 
2 in the Houſe, where the parties concerned were certain of a 


majority. 


cauſe it implied a cenſure without a tittle of proof, that that 
cenſure was well founded, He ſaid, he had been upon the 
7 India committee. 


if Mr. Bayley repeated what he had often ſaid reſpecting the Mr. Bi. 


rum contracts ; that is, that he had offered miniſters better, 
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Barra. 


n Mr. Stanley ſaid, he did not approve of the committee, be- Mr. Stanley. 


Mor at leaſt as good, rum, for half the price they had charged 

n the public. 5 

1 Fir George Yonge, for the committee, ſaid, that the papers Sir George 
: en the table contained the charge, and that it was incumbent Te. 

e: on thoſe it might be ſuppoſed to affect, to endeavour to re- 


fute it. 


VE A cleft committee was then moved and agreed to, Queſ- 


* tion moved to chooſe by ballot in the manner of ſtriking a 
J. kelect committee, in the caſe of controverted elections. 


Agreed to. 


Ou - 
lich 
eſe, 
ſent 
race 
the 


A petition of the free burgeſſes, freeholders, and inhabi- 
tants, of the town and county of Newcaſtle upon Tyne, was 
preſented to the Houſe, and read ; ſetting forth, that, Deeply 
affected with the preſent public diſtreſs, and apprehenſive of 
the imminent danger if not total ruin of our political conſti- 
tution, we look up to you, as the only proper guardians of 
thoſe rights and privileges, which we have committed in 
truſt to your defence and protection. We have long beheld, 
with concern, the growing incroachments of miniſterial po- 


ſaid, 
the 
don 
ring 


ver, and that power and influence given to intereſted men, 
e Whoſe avowed principles are diametrically oppoſite to the ſpi- 
| | rit 
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rit of our excellent conſtitution, which accompliſhed the ex- 
cluſion of tyranny, by the late glorious revolution, and the 
ſubſequent elevation of our preſent moſt gracious Sovereign's 
illuſtrious family to the throne of theſe realms. After a long 
train of unredreſſed increaſing evils, we find ourſelves in- 
volved in an unneceſlary, expenſive, and ruinous civil war; 


many thouſands of our brave countrymen have been loſt ; 
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many millions of the public treaſure expended ; our taxes 
daily increaſing ; our trade and commerce declining ; many 
of our reſources cut off; our national credit finking ; and all 
(without the leaſt proſpect of public advantage) perſiſted in 
by our miniſters againſt the moſt humble petitions and juſt 
remonſtrances, until repeated ill ſucceſs, and the proſpect of 
a foreign war, have at length convinced them of their error 
and miſconduct, and compelled them inconſiſtently to ſolicit 
(probably too late) for thoſe terms which reaſon and truth 
had long ago ſued for in vain; we therefore pray, that the wiſ- 
dom and attention of Parliament may be ſeriouſly engaged to 
Inveſtigate, and effectually root out, the cauſe of theſe evils, 
to eſtabliſh the peace and happineſs of ſociety, by humbly ad- 
drefling his Majeſty to remove from his preſence and councils 
for ever thoſe men, who from motives of intereſt, or vindic- 
tive ambition, may have deſtroyed this peace, interrupted this 
happineſs, and forfeited the confidence of the people ; and, 
to prevent ſucceeding delinquents from being miſled by the 
flattering hopes of impunity, we pray, that legal but rigorous 
and exemplary puniſhments may be impartially inflited upon 
any who are found to have betrayed the juſt rights, and ſacri- 
ficed the welfare, of their country; that ſuch effectual check 
may be given to vice and corruption, and ſuch countenance 
and encouragement to public virtue, as may unite a free and 
generous people upon the ſolid baſis of loyalty and mutual af- 
fection, and enable us, with that prevalent aſſiſtance which 
depends upon the Divine Approbation, to eſcape the wiles, 
and repel the aſlaults, of our natural, inſidious, and power- 
ful enemies. 


Ordered, | 
That the ſaid petition do lie upon the table, 
March 31. 
No debate. | 
April I. 


Private buſineſs. 

he following is a liſt of the ſelect committee appointed to 
inſpe into the expenditure of money, &c, upon Col. Barrès 
motion : 9 


d to 
re's 


Sir 
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Col. Barre, Sir William Baggot, 
Sir Edward Aſtley, Lord John Cavendiſh, 
Mr. Ellis, Sir G. Elliot, 
Mr. Hatton, Mr. Macdonald, | 
Mr. C. Melliſh, Mr. Brereton, | 
Mr. D'Oyley, Mr. Elwes, 
Mr. Groſvenor, Mr, Jenkinſon, 
Mr. Medley, Mr. F. Montagu, 
Mr. Norton, Mr. Oliver, 
Lord Parker, Mr. Stanley, 


Sir Robert Sutton, 
£7 April 2. 

Lord Nugent moved, that a committee of the whole Houſe Lord Na- 
be appointed to conſider of the trade of Ireland. His Lord- ent. 
ſhip obſerved, that the conduct of Great Britain towards its 
ſiſter kingdom had been no leſs impolitic than unjuft, and that 
the preſent ſituation of public affairs called particularly on 
this country to enter into a reviſion of the Iriſh trade laws. 

Mr. Burke ſpoke to the ſame purport ; ſaid, Ireland was Mr. Barde. 
now the chief dependency of the Britiſh crown, and that it 
particularly behoved this country to admit the Iriſh nation to 
the privileges of Britiſh citizens, : 


themſclves, and, inſtead of promoting the ſtaple manufactory 
of this country, that of woollens, had the direct contrary ef- 
fet, by furniſhing the French with raw materials, which 
enabled them to rival and underſell us at all the markets in 
urope, : 
Sir William Meredith confirmed what Mr. Baker had ſaid ; Sir William 
dſerving, that the Iriſh, in order to pay the enhanced value Meredith. 
f lands, were obliged to carry their wool to France, where 
it brought a moſt exhorbitant price. . 
Mr. Byng ſaid, he hoped the narrow policy which induced Mr. Byng. 
this country to prevent the people of Ireland from manufac- 
uring their native produce, was at an end. He truſted, there- 
fore, that the Houſe would come to the buſineſs with one 
art, ant] a ſpirit of unanimity. | 
Queſtion put on Lord Nugent's motion, and agreed to 
nem. con. | ; 
Mr. Powys then roſe, and obſerved, that a right hon. gen- Mr. Powys. 
leman [Sir William Meredith] had given notice ſome days - 
unce, that he would make a motion, for leave to bring in a 
ill for repealing certain laws relative to America ; that he 
and ſeveral gentlemen daily attended in expectation of ſuch - 
notion, but the right honourable gentleman hath hitherto 
Vor. IX, 2 forborne 


Mr. Bal er ſaid, the reſtrictions on the Triſh trade defeated Mr. Baker. - 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 178, 


forborne to give any intimation to the Houſe, one way or the 
other, whether he had dropt all further thoughts of it, or had 
determined to make it on a particular day, 

Sir William Meredith ſaid, he was obliged to the honoura- 
ble gentleman for thinking any thing he could offer was wor- 
thy the attention of the Hoyſe ; ſaid, he intended to have 
made his motion day after day, but other buſineſs and late 
Houſes conſtantly intervened to prevent him ; beſides, part 
of the time he was much indiſpoſed ; but now, that he was 
nearly recovered from *his late illneſs, he would, with the 
approbation of the Houſe, make it on Monday next. Mon- 
day was accordingly fixed upon, 

The Speaker then called upon Mr. Wilkes, to make his 
promiſed motion relative to aids and benevolences. He ſaid, 
the reaſon he particularly called on the honourable gentleman 
was, becauſe he underſtood he had a motion to make, and 
then, and not till then, there would be a queſtion before the 
Houſe to debate on. At preſent there. was none. But if 

entlemen will continue to converſe when notice of a motion 
15 known, he begged the Houſe would revert back to the old 
rule, and not give any previous intimation, but accompany 
the notice with the motion itſelf. 

Sir Philip Jennings Clerte gave notice, that he would on 
Thurſday move for leave to bring in a bill for diſabling con- 
tractors, or perſons ſharing any part of the profits ariſing 
from contracts, from fitting in that Houſe, 

Mr. Alderman 7/:ltes, In this free country, where the 
people have fo conſiderable a ſhare in the legiſlature, I hold 
it to be the duty of every man to watch over the conſtitution, 
The members of this Houle are more particularly delegated 


to a charge of this moment and importance. Any wilful 


negligence or inattention in us would be a breach of truſt, 
and highly criminal. In this thorough conviction, I ſhall 
take the liberty of ſubmitting to your conſideration ſome late 
proceedings, becauſe I am convinced they are, although 
countenanced by tbe higheſt authority, directly repugnant to 
the genius of our laws and government. The late encroach- 
ments on the conſtitution by the executive power of the ſtate 
have neither been gradual] nor inconfiderable. 

Among the great outlines of this well-poized conſtitution, 
J believe it will be acknowledged, that one of the moſt ſtrik- 
ing is, the power aſſumed and regularly exerciſed by this 
Houſe, of granting the money of the people, which creates 


the dependence of the Crown on Parliament for ſupplies. . 
The purſe of the nation has been ſubject only to the con- 


troul 
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d troul of this branch of the legiſlature, So that a jealouſy has 
prevailed on this occaſion, that the other Houſe have never 
been ſuffered to make the leaſt alteration in a bill, which 
could in any way be conſtrued to be a money bill, even by a 
fine or penalty in!an enacting clauſe. This, Sir, is the pla- 
ſtic power of our creation. It gives us a certain, not a pre- 
carious, exiſtence. It is the ſingle circumſtance, which, un- 
der every change of miniſters, enſures to us the meeting an- 
nually within theſe walls, Were the land and malt taxes 
made permanent, could a revenue adequate to the whole an- 
nual public expence, and probable contingencies, with neceſ- 
ſary ways and means, be voted by Parliament for a term of 
years, I ſhould ſuſpeR the preſent ſet of miniſters would ad- 
viſe as long an intermiſſion of Parliaments as took place under 
ſome of the Stuarts. I do not mean, Sir, that they have now 
any thing to dread from the tame repreſentatives of an injured 
people, whom former miniſters; who held the ſame princi- 
ples and conduct, uſed to approach with fear and trembling. 
Miniſters have now drawn the ſting of this great popular al- 
ſembl7. We have ſeen this very ſeſſion ſuch a ſervile com- 
plaiſance, ſuch an extreme of contradiction to themſelves, as 
ſhocks common faith, and muſt diſgrace the majority here irt 
the eyes of all Europe. No cameleon ever ſhifted more ſud- 
no Cenly to the oppoſite colour, than they have done from inſo- 
"> Pence, intemperate rage, and war, to meekneſs, peace, and 
almoſt humiliation to the Americans, ee SAVE 
Can any thing, Sir, be more alarming to the ackrow- 
_ right and privilege of this Houſe, than the doctrine 
ately propagated, and the practice begun, of giving private 
ids, benevolences, and ſubſcriptions, for public purpoſes, ta 
it. Wie Crown without the ſanction of Parliament? The conſti- 
| Witioi has wiſely placed in the Crown the right of raiſing 
orces on a very preſſing and dangerous emergency. It is a 


- power neceſſary for the ſafety of the ſtate, for the defence of 
t to he people. The ſtrongeſt check is however at the ſame time 


ch- Fiven to any improper exerciſe of this power. It is control 
ed by the neceſſity of an application to Parliament for the 
naintenance of ſuch forces. If troops could be raiſed, kept 
p, and paid, without the concurrence of this Houſe, the 
ik. berties of this country muſt be at the mercy of the military, 
this Dad their commander in chief, perhaps an ambitious prinee. 
Dur ſtatute law, Sir, is not ſilent on this occaſion. Every 
„rar in the mutiny act it is expreſſiy declared, that, „ the 
Fiſing or keeping a ſtanding army within this kingdom, in 
oul me of peace, unleſs it be 2 1 the conſent of Parliament, 
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is againſt law,” But, Sir, if the Crown can by a preroga- 
tive, which is not diſputed, raiſe a ſtanding. army, and by 
private loans, benevolences, or ſubſcriptions, keep this ſtand. 
ing army on foot, no application whatever need be made to 
Parliament. Our government would be that of the fword, 
not of the law, to which all appeals muſt betrifling and inef. 
ficacious. Parliaments are now convened to vote neceſſary 


ſupplies, which are regularly aſked of the Commons on the 


firſt day of the ſeffion. If government could receive them in 
any other mode than by the grants of this Houſe, the legiſla- 
ture itſelf would not only loſe its nant fandlics 
but become uneceſſary, and very ſoon obnoxious. The exe- 
cutive power muſt be truſted with the raiſing of forces, but it 
is likewiſe the duty of this Houſe to their conſtituents to take 


care that the number of thoſe forces be ſo proportioned to the 


defence of the ſtate, that the ſecurity of the ſubject may be 
provided for, and yet no alarm given to a vation very juſtly 
jealous of the leaft danger to its liberties. While the military 
receive their pay from the grants of this Houſe, the mainte- 
Nance of the army muſt depend on the approbation of Parlia- 
ment; but if an artful or enterprizing prince can find other 
reſources, the ſoldier will then look up to the prince, and nat 
to the repreſentatives of the people. The executive and le. 
giſlative power muſt now concur in the meaſure of keeping on 
foot any number of regular troops, both in its firſt adoption 
and continuance, or it cannot he the act of all the conſtituent 
parts of this government. If a defigning prince, hoſtile, like 
moſt princes, to the cauſe of liberty, ſhould be able to raiſe 
an ariny, and by foreign gold, and the mad zeal or intereſted 
views of a party among us, could contrive to keep it on foot 
without the aid of Parliament, what ſecurity have we for the 
preſervation of our civil rights and privileges? The refuſal of 
ſupplies in this Houſe to force the diſbanding an army could 
have no valid effect, for the parliamentary grants would net 
be ſolicited, Future princes might govern, like the Stuarts, 
without Parliaments, by the exertion of an over-ſtretched 
prerogative, and even juries be under the controul of a crown 
officer, when the grand inqueſt of the nation was ſuperſeded. 

The conftitution of this country, Sir, would be wounded 
in another branch of the legiſlature, in the Houſe of Lords, 
by any grants of money, but through the medium of Parlis. 
ment. The Peers have undoubtedly the right to reject 4 
money bill. T hey may now, by their negative, force the dil: 
banding any number of troops, which they think unneceſlary, 


or dangerous to the ſafety of the nation. This important = 
= vilege 
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vileze would be taken from them, if ſuch a body of troops 
were to be maintained by any private loans, benevolences, or 
ſubſcriptions. The whole authority of the ſtate would thus 
be abſorbed in the Crown, and the two other branches of the 


legiſlature become a mere phantom, ſuppoſing even their 


forms to be preſerved. . | 

[ expect, Sir, that it will be afked, are we not at liberty 
voluntarily to give our money to the Crown ? Are free gifts 
from the ſubject to the King illegal? There is, Sir, ſcarcely 
a country in Europe which has not groaned under the op- 
preſſion of what are called free gifts, The very term is be- 
come ridiculous, Many a peaſant has periſhed in a loath- 
ſome dungeon, becauſe he would not be compelled to a don 
gratuit, The Engliſh hiſt6ry ſupplies innumerable inſtances 
of the cruel] exaction of what have been termed voluntary 
loans and benevolences to the King, Many families have 
been ruined under the Tudors and Stuarts, becauſe they 
would not be compelled to make free will offerings againſt 
their conſent to the ſovereign. The indiſcreet ardour of a 
few begins a ſubſcription, or loan, and then the reſt of a na- 
tion are compelled, under pain of our utmoſt royal diſplea- 
ſure, to the ſame exertion, ſometimes to their utter deſtruc- 
tion, Neither can equallity be obſerved in ſuch contribu- 
tions, whereas the fair and equal proportion of what every 
ſubjet ſhould pay to the exigencies of the ſtate is one of the 
moſt important objects of every legiſlature, It becomes then 
the wiſdom of Parliament to put a ſtop to all abuſes of this 
nature by an expreſs ſtatute. i | 

I have heard, Sir, the act of the 13th of Charles II. men- 
tioned as an enacting law on this occaſion ; but, Sir, it b 
no means reaches the preſent caſe. That act only provides, 
that no commiſſions or aids of this nature can be iſſued 
out, or levied, but by authority of Parliament, and that this 
act, and the ſupply hereby granted, ſhall not be drawn into 
example for the time to come.” The nature of thoſe aids 
and commiſſions was by authority under the great ſeal of Eng- 
land, to empower certain perſons to receive ſuch fubſcrip- 
tions as his Majeſty's good ſubjects ſhould voluntarily offer; 
no perſon, not being a peer of this realm, in ſuch offer or 
preſent, to exceed the ſum of 200. nor any peer of this 
realm the ſum of 400/. Reference is always, in this act, to 
commiſſions iſſued under the great ſeal. The neceſſity, how - 


Jever, of ſuch an act at ſuch a period plainly ſhews the ſenti- 


ment of that Parliament, as to the general doctrine of loans 


Ind ſubſcriptions, without the concurrence of the legiſlature. 


There 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 119, 
There was, Sir, ſomething peculiarly offenſive to this 
Houſe in the manner and time, which the zealous partizang 
of a deſperate adminiſtration choſe, for the late unconſtitu- 
tional mode of raiſing money without conſent of Parliament, 
The miniſter had dictated to the majority an adjournment of 
a very unuſual length. Immediately after, their agents were 
buſily employed in getting ſubſcriptions and raiſing troops, 
There had not been the leaſt previous intimation of the new 
plan to this Houle, nor the uſual meflage from the Crown, 
No alarming ſtate-ſymptom had recently appeared, accordin 
to the apprehenſion. of miniſters. The noble Lord with the 
blue ribband [Lord North] aſſured us, that he knew nothing 
of a treaty between America and France, nor did he believe 
its exiſtence, ſo judiciouſly had the immenſe ſums we had 
voted for ſecret Cookin been applied. The Houſe adjourned 
an the tenth of December, and we have on our table a letter 
from the war- office of the 16th, in which the ſecretary at 
war tells a gentleman very near me, [Sir Thomas Egerton, 
bart.] that he “was commanded by the King to acquaint 
him, that his Majeſty approves of the very handſome offers 
made by the town of Mancheſter, through him, for raiſing a 
regiment of foot at their own expence, the regiment to con- 
fiſt of eight battalion companies, one company of grenadiers, 
and one of light infantry.” The eagerneſs of the inhabi- 
tants of that loyal town to ſubſcribe, could only find a pa- 
rallel in their efforts in the year 1746, and in the ſplendid 
zeal of another equally well. affected town in the ſame coun- 
ty, I mean Liverpool. It appears from the ſame letter, that 
the Mancheſter regiment was to conſiſt of no leſs than 10:0 
private men, beſides' a colonel, lieutenant-colonel, major, 
captains, lieutenants, enſigns, ſerjeants, corporals. drum- 
mers, and fifers. The ſame eſtabliſhment was to take place 
for Liverpool. Lord Barrington promiſes, in the King's 
name, that, the officers ſhall be entitled to half-pay, in 
caſe the regiment ſhall be reduced after it has been once efta- 
bliſhed.” This was to be conſidered as an engagement from 
the public, although without the leaſt communication to 
Parliament, or conſent of this Houſe. The ſame promiſes 
were made to all the different corps which were to be raiſed 
during the late adjournment in another part of this iſland, 
where the proteſtant ſucceſſion in the illuſtrious houſe of Ha- 
nover is now become the idol of the people. All the new- 
raiſed Scottiſh regiments were to be entitled to half-pay. 
TEheſe abſolute engagements for public money to be after- 
wards voted by Parliament, were made in direct-violation - 
8 the 


# A. 1978. WE HH AF ©. 
2 the rights of the repreſentatives of the people, and this mur- 
dered conſtitution. On ſuch terms the ſecretary at war's 


ins Wictters on our table ſtate, that Colonel Gordon's, Colonel 
u. Mackenzie's, Colonel Murray's, Colonel Maclean's, Licute- 


nant Colonel Campbell's, Lieutenant Colonel Mac Don- 


he Inell's, the Edinburgh, Glaſgow, and Liverpool regiments, 
ps were to be raiſed. Private ſubſcriptions for the raiſing of 


theſe corps were at the ſame time warmly ſolicited by the 
agents of adminiſtration, and carried on with an uncommon 
ſpirit, immediately after the adjournment for the holidays. 
Some great men had the additional douceur of the lift of the 
ther gentlemen recommended through them for commiſſions, 
being honoured with the royal approbation, and the ſecretary's 


eve o . 1 
nad Wllurance, in the King's name, that they ſhould have commiſ- 
ned ons as ſoon as ever the regiment was raiſed;“ beſides the 


bribe of the half-pay. The ee, of ſtate, Sir, for the nor- 
berg department, ventured to aſſert, in the King's name, 
hat theſe private ſubſcriptions. were conſtitutional, In a 
etter from that learned Lord, the Earl of Suffolk, to Sir 


unt 
Fers ohn Wodehouſe, of February 17, it is ſaid, “ J have had 
g a e honour of laying before the King a copy of the reſolu- 


ions delivered to me; and am now to inform you, that his 

yeſty is fully ſenſible of the conſtitutional zeal and loyal- 
y which dictated thoſe reſolutions.” The moſt important 
t theſe reſolutions, . which were agreed to at Norwich, is 


p3- 

did Ie raifing money, by a private ſubſcription, for ſeveral 
un- {MWrowed public purpoſes reſpecting the army. The ſubſcri- 
hat ers not only gave liberally from their own purſes, but pro- 


ned to uſe their beſt endeavours, and to exert their utmoſt 
fluence, in that county and city, towards carrying thoſe 
ſolutions into execution; contrary to what has been de- 
onſtrated to be the eſtabliſhed doctrine of the conſtitution, 
at the crown cannot receive the money of the ſubject, for 
ublie purpoſes, but through the medium of Parliament. It 


(cir repreſentatives, not the partial benevolence of a few 
tereſted individuals, in what ſome, as private men, may 


ſes nagine a common concern of the ſtate, while others find it 
iſed Whcrative Job for themſelves and their dependents, by the gift 
nd; IF traffic of commiſſions, with the reverſion of half-pay for 
Ha- e, entailed on the nation. | 


| confeſs, Sir, that there is one circumftance, with reſpect 
the Mancheſter, Liverpool, and ſome Scottiſh regiments, 
uch gives me pleaſure, I rejoice that they are to be ſent 

| | to 


ght, ſurely, Sir, to be the conſent of the whole people, by _ 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 111, 


to Gibraltar and Port Mahon, to replace the Hanoverians ; 
for I think not mw the ſpirit of the conſtitution groſsly vio- 


| 
lated, while the electoral troops of Hanover remain in poſſeſſion . 
of thoſe fortreſſes, but the ſtatute law of the realm may be eva- #1 
ded. In the “ act for the further limitation of the crown, and 
better ſecuring the rights and privileges of the ſubjeQ,”. it is Mt 
declared, © that all and every perſon and perſons, who ſhall No 
or may take and inherit the ſaid crown, by virtue of the li- Wo 
mitation of this preſent act; and is, are, or ſhall be, recon- Wa 
ciled to, or ſhall hold communion with, the ſee or church of 
Rome, or ſhall profeſs the Romiſh religion, or ſhall marry 2 
Papiſt, ſhall be ſubject to ſuch incapacities, as in ſuch caſe 
or Caſes are by the ſaid recited act proyided, enacted, and 
eſtabliſhed.” We all remember, Sir, a very near relation 
of the crown, the Hereditary Prince of Heſſe, married to: 
daughter of England, openly embracing the Romiſh reli. ne 
gion. If a miſguided prince could ever be ſo far perverted 
as to follow the religion, as well as the maxims, of the laſt 
Stuart King, and the Hanoverian troops ſhould then be in 
poſſeſſion of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, although the crown 
of England would be forfeited, the Elector of Hanover 
might {till ſecure the poſſeſſion of thoſe important fortreſſes, 
which belong only to the imperial crown of this realm. | 
approve likewiſe the departure of thoſe regiments ; for Ire. me 
collect what paſſed in the march of the Scottiſh rebel armyMeef 
ſouthward, in 1746. I ſhall be glad to hear of their ab- in 
ſence, becauſe I do not think an invaſion of this country, am: 
the preſent criſis, quite ſo chimerical a project as the con- o 
gueſt of America, I have read in the London Gazette, 
where truth was found in the laſt reign, a © liſt of the ret 
officers, in the Manchefter regiment, taken at Carliſle,” b 
the hero of Culloden. | | 
I am aware, Sir, that at the period to which I have alluded 
many ſubſcriptions were carried on, and regiments raiſedWen 
without a previous application to Parliament. At the brez 
king out of that rebellion, the legiſlative body was not fitting ug 
A long prorogation in the autumn, had taken place, as uſuil 
The capital of Scotland had ſurrendered to the rebels, eve! 
before the Parliament could” be aſſembled. Never was 1 
more eaſy, or perhaps willing, conqueſt. The rebels wenffther 
in full march into the heart of the kingdom. Every thin 
dear and valuable to Engliſhmen was at ſtake. Without tou 
moſt vigorous exertions, the cauſe of public virtue muſt har 
ſunk for ever. The greatneſs of the criſis called * ſuc] 
I : | | Pirite 
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s; ¶ ſpirited meaſures, as could not be warranted in times of pro- 
o- found peace and public tranquility, In this ſenſe only 
on ought the famous paſſage in Lord Hardwicke's ſpeech to be 
a- Nunderſtood. The firſt law of every ſtate is the ſalus populi. 
nd When that Lord High Steward paſſed ſentence of death on 
tis the Scottiſh peers in 1746, he obſerved, “ Men of property, 
all Nof all ranks and orders, crowded in with liberal ſubſcriptions, 
li-Vof their own motion, beyond the examples of former times, 
n- Wand uncompelled by any law; and yet in the moſt legal and 
of N warrantable manner, notwithſtanding what has been 1gno- 
y a Wrantly and preſumptuouſly ſuggeſted to the contrary.” He 
aſe I delivers the d:Z7um with unuſual and indecent warmth, with 
und the furious zeal of a convert; for of this ignorance. and pre- 
jon Miumption his Lordſhip had unluckily been himſelf guilty. 
oA well-known letter from him to a gentleman in Surry, a 
eli Jnear relation of a worthy member F588 Scawen, Eſq. j 
ted whom J ſee in his place, which is ſtill extant, in the mo 
laſt Nexpreſs terms condemns all private ſubſcriptions to the crown, 
e infor public purpoſes, as abſolutely illegal. But, Sir, I con- 
un feſs, that J very little value the ſentiments of lawyers in ge- 
ver Hneral, on the great topics of government. We have indeed 
ſſes, Hin this Houſe three or four gentlemen of the law, of the moſt 
I enlarged underſtanding, and extenſive genius; but the com- 
mon obſervation ſtill holds good, that lawyers, of all pro- 
feſſions, ſeem leaſt to underſtand the nature of government 
in general; like under workmen, who are expert enough at 
making a ſingle wheel in a clock, but are totally ignore 
ow to adjuſt the ſeveral parts, or regulate the > oven. 
bat wiſe and deeply learned Whig, Lord Hardwicke's pro- 
feſſed model the great Chancellor Somers, would not, I be- 
lieve, have delivered ſuch a doctrine as law. Vet, Sir, in 
my humble idea, thoſe ſubſcriptions were not only juſtifiable, 
ut meritorious, I will venture to ſay patriotic ; for they 
tended to the ſalvation of the country. Perhaps, Sir, after 
e extinction of that wicked, unprovoked rebellion, we 
dught to have acted as we did in the caſe of the embargo on 
all ſhips laden with wheat or wheat flour, in September, 
1766, The order of the King and council was certainly 1r- 
gular, illegal; but it ſaved the people from famine 3 and 
erefore was ſanctified by an act of the whole legiſlature. 
Ihe preamble of that indemnity bill ſays, Which order 
F-ould not be juſtified by law; but was ſo much for the ſer- 
ice of the public, and ſo neceſſary for the ſafety and pre- 
Vo, IX. 1 | + ſervation 
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aſſerted their independency, of which they had at that tim: 


PARLFAMENTARY AK. 175. 


ſervation of his Majeſty's ſubjects, that it ought to be juſti- 
fied by a& of Parliament,” 

I expect, Sir, to hear it objected, that the preſent time b 
by no means a proper ſeaſon for ſuch a motion; as we are 
fonte y on the eve of a war with France, and the whole 

ouſe of Bourbon. This obje&ion will have no weight 
with me; for no man can be more zealous to ſtrengthen the 
bands of goverament, even to ſtrain eyery nerve-of the ſtate 
in a juſt war againſt France, our ancient enemy, the com- 
mon enemy of the liberties of Europe. I would, however, 
do it in a parliamentary way. I ie this Houle, i in a 9000 
cauſe, to grant the ampleſt ſupplies againſt that ambitious ſv 
formidable, and encroaching power; although I think the 
preſent miniſters wholly inexculable, in being thus long 
duped by flimſy pretexts, and unmeaning verbal aſſurancts 
The metlage to this Houſe of March 17, tells us, that the 
conduct of France is © contrary to the moſt ſolemn aſſu- 
rances, and ſubverſive of the lawt of nations.“ Thoſe mok 
ſolemn aſſurances deceived none but the credulous court d 
England, and the miniſters on the other fide of the Hoa, 
who wiſhed to be deccived. As to the law of nations, in 
my opiniod, it clearly juſtified the conduct of France. | 
call on any gentlemen, the deepeſt read in Grotius, Puffen 
dorff, and the other writers on the rights of war and peace, 
and the law of nations, to prove, from a ſingle paſſage, thi 
the French ambaſſadox's late declaration is ſubverſive of ti 
of nations. The United States of America were, 2 
concluſion of the late — * on a footing with all oth 
ſtates. They had, by the moſt public acts, with a full cho 
rus of applauſe from almoſt the whole northern hemiſphere, 


near two years full, poſſeſſion. The preſent conduct d 
France to America likewiſe receives the fulleſt juſtification 
from the former conduct both of England and France u 
Holland and Portugal, when they ſeparated from the Spanill 
monarchy, and became independent ſtates, We both went 
further than; France has done in this inſtance. France an 
England, at that time, furniſhed; entire regiments, ſbipse 
war, ammunition, and. all warlike ſores, to Te revolted ſub 
jects of the Spaniſh monarch, The immediate cauſe 0 
complaint, at the, preſent period, is only that France 

concluded a treaty, of amity and commerce with Americ 
Is this an unjuſt. aggreſſion on England? Is this a juſt cau 
of — on our ſide, and will it warrant the * 
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this country, as well as France, in all the horrors and cala- 
«Mmitics of war ?: France ſeems indeed to be taking a dreadful 
an revenge on us, by ſecuring to herſelf the commerce of Ame- 
rica, as an indemnity for all ſhe ſuffered during the laſt war; 
but, in the treaty, ſhe has acted according to the law of na- 
tions, Yet, Sir, if we muſt be forced into a war, I do not 
eſpond. With the ſame great miniſter, who ſo gloriouſly 
onducted that war, and the ſame noble efforts in the people, 
ſhould not doubt of equally brilliant ſucceſs 5 provided we 
had peace with America, to whom, in no ſmall degree, we 


f Europe. The navy of this country, which is its ſureſt 
bulwark, owes its greatneſs to our colonies, has © grown with 
their growth, and ſtrengthened with their ſtrength 3”? a navy 
chich has ungratefully and barbarouſly laid their towns in 
alhes. Trade and commerce, the ſupport of moſt nations 
he chief care of the wiſeſt, have derived their late vigou? 
and ſpirit from America, What dreadful commercial cala- 
ities have we ſuffered ſince the unhappy conteſt with 
er! If ſhe joins the whole Houſe of Bourbon againſt us, 


eaſt, the power and glory of England, which have not, till 


y the ſcythe of all-devouring Time, that ftrikes empires 
rom their root, be in danger of being cut off by the ſword 
pf her juſtly incenſed offpring. We have been found une- 
qual to the conteſt with America alone. A Congreſs, wor- 
by of Rome, while Rome was free, tumidas contudit minas 
of an inſolent miniſter, and the venal majority of a Britiſh 
Parlament, All our miniſters, Sir, have been groſsly ig- 
Worant as to the real ſtrength of that vaſt northern continent. 
ven the great man, who is now removed into the other 
ouſe, delivered a very weak and ill- founded opinion here, 
n the debate on the repeal of the accurſed ſtamp- act, that 
the force of this country could cruſh America to atoms.“ 
The force of this country, aided by Heſſians, Hanoverians, 
nd all the other German mercenaries, has effected nothing, 


ps' the gs 

ſubP»t unſoldier-like retreats, in three years. The united force 
ſe off Europe, Sir, cannot cruſh America to atoms, if we conſider 
e hahe natural ſtrength of the various component parts of that 


mmenſe continent. Peace, peace, therefore, with America, 
ught to be our object. Force has been found as unavailing 
ing ill-directed. N I | 

FI F. „ 


we what ſhare of conſideration we have among the powers 


| ſhall Begin to be alarmed for our own independence. At 


is fatal period, withered, like a fair flower, nor been mowed 


107 


n 


þ "_—_ _ wk. 4 > 4 
8 pn a 


r 
<4 yp 7 a 


1 % * 
4 


DDr 


8 


8 : * *s- 
3 
* 


* * 
a 0 
r 
1 1 = 4 + 


by: Nr 
Ws n -> 15 - 
5 A 2 
abr a 1 


* 
3 Sy * . 
1 


P 


„679110 + 
T ad. 


bay rye 8 0 
TY 


7 e 
2 * n 
ne ers 


3 


* 
e 


D 


** 


4 La 


— — be — — 


— „ : 
1 on. Ir So gp Hon — Sp 
* — Ce - 


: 4 2 4 F l J 
boot > i; Ed Sas. en ͤ LC rr es +4 
CLI © _ Nn : A. 8 3. 3 2 e 2 4 ws 


1 


——— ͤ ͤ— » BUYS oe OE — ————9—2—6 — ——— — 
* 


** 


7 2 — 
LON ng 2 * . 
_— 


JETS 22 
— 


* 3 
. 


» — < - * TIT”) 
FC >< 8 
8 * * 4 ns Who 3 hs > a 


&. P 
Nan 
je J 


* 2 »4 
—— — 


r 
— r 
„ 6 


n 
fo , 
1 # 
4 
'F 1 
i + 
1 
„ 
1 
= Us 
F = 
F-7 
L4 «© 
l - o 
$41: 
11 5 
1 
1 F; 
=! 9 
«2 
1 ks 
„ 
2 
2 
»» 
Ws 
bY 
Co 
4 9 
1 
* 


* e age 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 111, 


I fear our conduct has cemented the union between Ame- 
rica and France, Since the affair of General Burgoyne, 
and the French acknowledgment of their independence, it 
cannot be ſuppoſed that the Americans will ever think of re- 
turning to a dependence on this country. The experiment, 
however, Sir, might be made, of endeavouring to «detach the 
United States from France, by an acknowledgment of their 
independence, and a league of more than amity and com. 
merce, a treaty offenſive and defenfive with the mother 
country. The ſame religion, language, laws, love of liber. 
ty, the fame common ſtock and progenitors, the genus Lati. 
num Abanique patres, a reciprocity of the important intereſts 
of commerce, all theſe might conſolidate the baſe of a firmer, 
more compact alliance, than ever. yet was formed between 
two empires. But, alas! perhaps theſe are only pleaſing 
viſions, mere phantoms of the imagination, unſubſtantil 
mockeries, and the reality will be an obſtinate and bloody 
war, to be concluded, poſſibly, even in this reign, in a farther 
diſmemberment of the Britiſh monarchy. I heartily wiſh, 
Sir, a war With France could be avoided. I know we are 
unprepared, and that the people have no confidence in go- 
vernment, They have even a horror of miniſters, who have 
loſt more than, half our empire. The provocation of the 
day cannot juſtify a war. The treaty is only of amity and 
commerce with America, not of hoſtility againſt Gre: 
Britain, or any power. England, in my opinion, ought to 
have done what France has done. But has the, Sir, aQd 
againſt us in a manner to juſtify hoſtilities on our part? | 
the principle, or the policy, of our conduct, quite aſcertain- 
ed to be juſt, wiſe, or expedient? An ignorant and incapa- 
ble ſet af miniſters have brought us into ſo diſgraceful a ſi- 
tuation, that we can neither proceed with ſafety, nor retreat 
with honour. In ſuch contempt is this nation now held, 
that even Portugal, which was lately almoſt a province 0 
this kingdom, looks down upon us with inſolence. 

Sir, the ſpirit of liberty is a ſpixit of jealouſy. It ought te 
Be more ſo than ever at the preſent era, which ſeems pecu 
liarly fatal to the cauſe of public freedom in Europe, whik 
it is victorious in the weſtern world. Every man, wht 
wiſhes well to the free Engliſh government, muſt be alarmed 
for its ſafety, when he reflects on the fate of the neighbour 
ing. nations, of the moſt conſiderable ſtates. A late even]. 
ought always to be in the perſpective of the true lovers fonl 
public liberty. The kingdom of Sweden, one of the freeſſfend 
EE „ monarchit 
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le- monarchies in the world, has recently fallen under the gal- 


ne, ling yoke of deſpotiſm, by the treachery and perjury of its 


it king. The moſt ſolemn legal obligations, and explicit com- 
re- N pacts, enforced, as it was ſuppoſed, by the moſt ſacred ſanc- 
vt, ¶ tion of oaths, were found inſufficient to ſecure the liberties 
the Mof that brave people from the invaſion of the military ; at 
cir the inftigation, and by the command, of a monarch, to whom 


m- Mevery ſpecies of fraud and deceit ſeems familiar. No ſove- 
her MWreign, in any age or country, ever made ſtronger and leſs 


er · Nequivocal promiſes to his people, cemented by all the holy 


ati- ties of religion. The ſpeeches from the throne always held 


eſts Mout a profound veneration for the laws, an inviolable at- 
er; Mtachment to the eſtabliſhed conſtitution, The pious hypo- 
een Nerite not only expreſſed his own abhorrence of arbitrary po- 


ing wer, but declared that he would conſider thoſe as the worſt 


tial Menemies of his perſon and government, as the vileſt traitors 
to their country, who ſhould, in any way, and under any 
pretence, ſeek to add to his power, or to introduce an unli- 
mited authority in his perſon. He even pretended to think 
it his greateſt glory to be the firſt citizen of a free country; 
and he aſſerted, that to govern it free and independent was 
zaveMWhis higheſt ambition. He repeatedly, with great parade, 
reminded the Swediſh nation of the oaths he had taken to 


ſo religiouſly attached; while at the ſame time he was me- 
ditating the means of enſlaving his people. By the aſfi- 
ance of the army, he has acquired the moſt abſolute and 
leſpotic power. According to the new form of govern- 
ment, the ſtates of Sweden cannot aſſemble, but by the roy- 
| permiſhon. The King is to chuſe the ſenate. They 
Jave no right to deliberate upon any thing, but what the 
King pleaſes to lay before them. If the contributions are 
ot granted within three months, the old are to remain. In 
eaſes of neceſſity, the King may impoſe taxes, till the ſtates 
are aſſembled. There would have been no neceſſity for this, 
f a ſlaviſh party among his own fubjects had been willing 
Wand able, by any private aids, loans, benevolences, or ſub- 
ileWcriptions, to put it in his power to ſupport a military eſta- 

bliſnment, and to raiſe new levies at his pleaſure. Th as 


the army, navy, and all employments, civil and military, 
The perjured Sovereign of Sweden, by the affiſtance of 
ly a {mall part of the military, has enſlaved his people, 
elend made himſelf the abſolute tyrant of a limited monarchy, 

36 —" 


them, and the excellence of the conſtitution, to which he was. 


Nell as the Sovereign of England, has the ſole diſpoſition of 


®, 


109. 


10% PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778 
in which he was born and educated, and whoſe conſtitution 
1 he was ſworn to preſer ve.“ 


I know, Sir, that in the important motion, which L-have 
the honour of ſubmitting to the Houle, I ſtand on the firm, 


= * 


— — — 4 
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In the King of Sweden's ſpeech at the opening of the diet, 
on the 25th of June, 1771, he declared. Born and educated | 
among you, I learned from my early youth to love my country, N. 
4 to conlider it as my greateſt happineſs that I was a Swede, a M* 
% my greateſt glory, that T was the firſt citizen of a free people, 
« To tee this nation happy, is my firſt object; to govern a / 
and independent people, the height of my ambition. Do nat Mc 
% ſuppoſe theſe are van words, contradicted perhaps by the ſecret f 
« ſentiments of my heart. "They are the true pictures of a hear Wl 
% glowing with the moſt ardent love for glory, and for my coun- ſl; 
% try A heart too honeſt to dictate what it does not feel, 700 proud 
% ever to recede from au engagement.” On the 28th of February, 
= 1772, his Swedith Majeſty ſolcmuly confirmed, by oath, and his 
- ſignature, the twenty-four articles of the AF of Bond or Obligation b 
_ to the People. | | 2 
Mr. Sheridan * the King, who that morning [Aug. 19, 1772] 
jt 5 Poſe from his bed the mnf? limited prince in Europe, in the ſpace of ec 
3 mvo hours, rendered himſelf no lef3 abſolute at Stockholm, than th 
_ | French Monarch is at Verfaille:, or the Grand Scignior at Conſlan- 
_ __  tanople, Page 300. | 

_ Since the eſtabiiſhment of the late form of government, in the 
year 1720, the Swedes had hitherto beheld only Foreigners on the 
throne, Frederic the Firſt, and Frederic Adolphus. Page 255. 

A Hiſtory of the late Revolution in Sweden; by Chalet 
lt Francis Sheridan, Eq. of Lincoln's-Inn, and Secretary to 
_ the Britiſh Envoy in Sweden, at the time of the late Re- 
1 | volution, | 8 ö 
= | The King of Sweden was congratulated, in the higheſt ſtrains 
4 , of flattery, by the courts of France and England, which per- 
fectly agreed in their joy on this victory over liberty. The 
0 French Gazette gave a falſe and partial account of this #n- 
= | gloriaus reuoſution, which was ſaid to be per preparte, and ob- 
. lerved, tout manquoit a fa Majeſté Sucduiſe ; elle ne s'eſt pu 
manquee a elle meme ; fa prudence, ſa fermetc, fon audace, difons 
mieux, fa, wertu a fſvpplce à tout. Les Sruatrurs, afſembles dam 
leur falle of inaire.Etoient aux fenẽtres lorſque des officers vinrent 
teurapportet'Pordre de refter tranquilles dans Pappartement—ili 
voulurent' repltiquer, mais leur pouvoir ariftocratique n'impoſoi 
1 plus; ils durent obeir, i - . 
5 ie preſent King uf Sweden was in Paris at the time of his fa. 
ther'e death, in Februarv, 1771. It is agreed, that he planned in 
that capital the ruin ot the libertirs of his country). 
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| conſtitutional ground of Engliſh: liberty, and the rights of 
on WF Parliament, I therefore particularly claim, and call for, 
the ſupport and aſſiſtance of thoſe whom J love and vene-- 
ave rate, the real Whigs, and friends of this excellent conſtitu- 
mM, tion. They are naturally jealous of every infringement on 
the peculiar privileges of this Houſe, as the repreſentatives 
of all the Commons. The fundamental rights of Engliſh- 
men have always been their peculiar care. Any acceſſion of 


ted a Va. 
8 power to the dangerous influence of the crown, without the g 
* ſanction of Parliament, they muſt reprobate. In this caſe, 


ple, our very exiſtence, as a legiſlative body, is brought into 
ge jcopardy. From every principle of duty to the free ſyſtem 
not of government under which we live, and even of ſelt-pre- : 
cret Wſcrvation, this motion ought to be ſupported ; and, in con- 
eat ¶ ſequence, I hope for unanimity, when I ſupplicate the Houſe, 
dun, that leave be given to bring in a bill, more effectually to 
prevent the dangerous and unconſtitutional practice of giv- 
by ng, or granting money to the crown, as a private aid, loan, 
benevolence, or ſubſcription, for public purpoſes, without 
the conſent of Parliament.” | 
77 Sir Thomas Egerton thanked the honourable gentleman, Sir ns- 
e of ſor taking notice of his letter; ſaid, the people of Man- Egerton. 
te eheſter were as loyal ſubjects as any the King had; and 
fan. Nhat induced them to ſubſcribe, or propoſe to raiſe a regi- 
ment, was to affiſt his Majeſty in aſſerting and maintaining 
. he juſt rights of the conſtitution. It was true, ſome of the 
as eople of Mancheſter were in rebellion in 1745; but he 
ought it extremely ungenerous to rake up the aſhes and 
zults of the dead, as a ground of throwing the moſt unjuſt 
alumnies on the living.” He ſaid, the number engaged in 
he unhappy affair alluded to, were comparatively few that 
ived near the town ; and could affirm, from his own know- 
edge, that as there were no people more perſonally attached 
0 the perſon of the King, ſo there were none who were 
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ei nore eager or ready to ſupport the rights of the conſtitution. 
F ya Mr. Burke ſaid, Britiſh liberty would be but a mere ſha- Nr. Burte. 


low, if the King on the throne could either legally or con- 
ututionally raiſe troops without the confent of Parliament. 
There were caſes of emergency, when the ſafety of the 
late depended upon a timely and conſtitutional exerciſe of 
e prerogative z ſuch as in the caſe of an invaſion, dearth, 
xc. but pending; the fitting of Parliament, he held any at- 
ot to raiſe troops, without a conſent direct or implied, 
o better. than a royal uſurpation of parliamentary _— 
e 


12 4+ PARLIAMENTARY A. 1. 
He ſaid, a ſupineneſs, a political ſtupor, had ſeized Parlia- 


ment, and that we now ſeemed to be juſt ripe for ruin, 
La Nagerts Lord Nugent ſpoke a few words; ſaid the vote of credit 
was a full, legal, and conſtitutional authority for the meaſure, 
The queftion being put, the motion was negatived by a 


1 of 71 to 40. 
Lord North. rd North gave notice, that he would to-morrow moye 


to have ſome allowance made to ſubſcribers to the loan, in 
order to make up the loſs ſuſtained by them, on account of 
the event which took place before their firſt payment was 


made; alluding to the notification delivered by the French 
ambaſſador. : 
Mr. Bz»g. Mr. Byng ſaid, he never heard of ſuch—he was going to : 


ſay, ſo barefaced a propoſition. or impoſition. This, in- 
deed, would be a precedent, with a witneſs, for all ſucceed - 
ing miniſters. Did not the noble Lord tell the Houſe, with N 
his uſual confidence and tone of authority, what great advan- 
he had given ſubſcribers; and had he the face to come now, 
to put his hand into the national pocket, in order to recom- 
penſe his friends, who had, as a mark of favour, of private 
and parliamentary kindneſs, got great ſums in the loan? Wa 
the noble Lord to have ſhared the profits, if there were 
any; and was the nation only to be the ſharers of the loſſes} 
Mr. Baker. Mr. Baker ſaid, he was aſtoniſhed at the noble Lord's te- 
merity, and his conſequent contempt of Parliament; it was 
indeed, beyond endurance. He would put a queſtion to th 
noble Lord : Suppoſe, as had often been the caſe, in forme: 
loans, that the ſubſcribers had made three, five or eight pe 
cent. would the ſubſcribers come to his Lordſhip, or thai 
Houſe, and refund the difference ? Would they come to tht 
bar, and tell the chair, Our gains have been exorbitant ; we 
run no riſque; we might win, but could not loſe; an 
we are now, as a matter of right and juſtice, come to mak 
a tender of our profits ? | 
© Mir. Burke. Mr. Burke was equally ſevere on the miniſter, He co 
tended, that the 1dea of loans was ridiculous, if this was t 
: be the effect of them. 1 | 
Lord Nerch. Lord North replied, he thought the propoſition but jul 
as the event alluded to had happened before the firſt ſub 
ſcription. If the ſubſcribers were to be the ſufferers, | 
would be out of the power of any miniſter to raiſe a lo: 
at a future time upon any critical occaſion, 
Mr. Grew - Mr. Grenville ſaid, the noble Lord knew, at the time th 
will. budget was opened, that the event would happen in : fe 
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ays, and before the day that the firſt payment was to be 

ade. He dared ſay, the noble Lord would hardly deny it; 

ind if he knew, he would repreſs his feelings, and leave it to 

he Houſe to fix upon an epithet ſuited to ſuch a conduct; 

he Houſe might find dut a name, he could not; for the part 

e noble Lord had ated. He faid, he would move a ſimilar 

notion to that he moved before—for an addreſs to his Ma- 
ſty, to lay before the Houſe copies of all letters received 
rom our ambaſſador at the court of Paris, &c. relative to the 
caty entered into between France and America. | 
Queſtion put; Houſe divided; Ayes 45, Noes 66. 
Houſe then went into committee on houſe tax bill, Mr; 
ilbert in the chair. | | 
Sir George Yonge ſpoke againſt the principle of the bill; ſaid 


ie tax was unequal, 
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u Mr. Byng faid, it was in every ſenſe a land- tax; that ſome Mr. yay. 
an. Iaces already pay 48. 6d. land- tax, particularly the pariſh in 


hich he reſided, SN | | 

Sir Grey Cooper ſaid, it would not operate as a land-tax, for — Grey 
ntlemen might pay it optionally; they might live in leſs "7": 
uſes, or reſide abroad, but cannot ſhift or avoid the land- 

x, People in general of all deſcriptions would live in 

uſes ſuited to their fortunes. (- |; 

Mr. Byng moved, that houſes rented at 10l. a year, and Mr. Bf. 


4 der, ſhould not pay. 
ir Cecil Wray was of the ſame opinion. Sir Cecil 


Mr. Burke ſaid, there were many ſmall freeholders who —— 
yned houſes of Gl. or 8l. a year, who worked harder, and were 

Ich poorer, than many that paid rent, and were only day- 

bourers. F 1 Fea 3 ee” 

Queſtion put, and negatived by a majority of 69 to g1. 

Moved, that houſes at 41. and under be exempted. Com- 

nee divided; Ayes 61, Noes 68. | | _— | 1 
dir George Yonge moved, that houſes. let at 6l. and under Sir George 7 
uld not pay. Obſerved, that the miniſter had produced * | 
information of the ſum any particular deſcription of hou- 
would bring in; ſaid, ſuch a neglect was ſhameful, and 

treating Parliament with indecency and contempt: : | 
dir Grey Cooper ſaid, the charge of negle& was ill founded; Sir Cry | 
Ide noble Lord, or adminiſtration, had been remiſs in their er, 


joa, they were ready to ſubmit their condutt to the judg- 
nt of the Houſe, but not to individuals. I 
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Sir Geerge Sir George Yonge ſaid, he did not mean individuals; nor did 
Tenge. he know before, chat the honourable gentleman was the tax- i 
miniſter. = 
Mr. Powys for the motion; Colonel Onſlow againſt it: f. 
Mr. F. Cornwall and Mr. Byng {poke for the motion, m 
Queſtion put; Ayes 58, Noes 81. th 
Mr. Szw- Mr. Sawbridge ſaid, it was ſuppoſed the tax would raiſe Mc: 
bridge. 200, oool. out of which 180,000l. would be raiſed in the me- 


tropolis. po 
Then motion for gl. 5s. per annum; Ayes 57, Noes 8;, 
Then for Fl. 1s. Ayes 58, Noes 85. We 


Ld. Orgy. Lord Ongley in favour of the tax, and recommended one on pr 
public houſes, which he ſaid would bring in 70,0001. a year, Nn 
At twelve o'clock the minority moved to adjourn. For the 
queſtion 27, againſt it 49. 
Proceeded till one o'clock, and adjourned. 
1 5 April 3. 
In committee on the houſe- tax bill, ſeveral amendmen 
Sir Grey were ptopoſed and rejected. Sir Grey Oo propoſed to 
ce. tax the farm-houſes. 
Mr. Powys. © Mr. Powys called upon Lord North, and reminded him of 
his opinion, that farm-houſes were not a proper object of taxa 
tion, yet he had now broke his word, and changed his opi 
* nion. — He faid, if a perſon rented land to which à large houſ 
was attached, he would be liable to be taxed to the eſtimate 
value, though perhaps he did not occupy one fourth of it. 
5 George Sir George Yonge ſaid to the ſame purport, and obſerved 
nge. That a houſe might be taxed at an higher value than the far 
mer actually paid for houſe and land. | 
Lord North. Lord North. ſaid, he never entertained a ſecond opinion q 
the ſubject; that he felt the objection againſt tax ing fam 
houſes, ee he did not ſee how the line could be drawn, with 
out ſo far as it went defeating the tax.—If any gentlem: 
could propoſe a medium, he profeſſed himſelf willing to ado 
3 
Sir Rickarg Sir Richard Sutton offered an amendment to the dhe 
Suiten. that houſes coming within the deſcription alluded to, ſhou 
be raxed at the rate of ten pounds per annum, and no mo 
An wat farm baut rated at a —_—_— rent, thould be er 
enen 25 
n Hauſe was reed to without any e PENN and: | 
bill being gone through, the Chairman ordered to report th 


bill and amendments, © * | 


I 
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As ſoon as the Speaker took the chair, Lord North in- Lord North. 
formed the Houſe, that the propoſition he promiſed to ſub- 
1, mit to the Houſe relative to e EG the ſubſcribers to 
the loan that day, he propoſed to defer till ſome day in the 
ſe ¶ courſe af the next week, —He obſerved, that the Houſe was 
- thin, but if there had been a full attendance, he ſhould have 
poſtponed it for a few dass. „„ —_ 
Mr. Dayid Hartley ſaid, he wiſhed that the noble Lord Mr. David 
would entirely lay afide all further thoughts of his intended * 
on propoſition ; for whatever other objections, in point of œco- 
. nomy, or otherwiſe, there might be againſt it, there was one 
be chich to him was amply ſufficient; that he foreſaw it would 
be highly injurious to public credit. 5 
Sir George Yonge adopted the tame opinion, and moved, that Sir Cœrrge 
the liſt of the names ſent from the treaſury to the bank, of Je. 
nt thoſe who were to have ſcrip; and the liſt returned from the 
tu bank to the treaſury, ſhewing who had paid the ten per cent. 
be laid before that Houſe. „ 


After a few words private converſation with Lord North, 
Mr. David Hartley roſe a ſecond time, and faid he wiſhed the Mr. David 


honourable gentleman would withdraw his motion for the 1 
preſent, and ſee whether the noble Lord would perfift in his 
firſt intention that of making the propoſition.— He ho ed 
the noble Lord would think better of it. It would cauſe . 
confuſion in the firſt inſtance, and prevent the people from 
Abies en e parliament," nne tranſactions, 

uture. | £4 ii e +233 hiee oilerot ores 

Sir George Yonge withdrew his motion, and the Houſe ad- Sir Gwrge 
jurned to the 6th, | Str Sek ii 16118 8 

75 N April 6. 25 


Mr. Robinſon reported the houſe- tax bill with the amend- 1 Mr. Robin- 
Mr. Byng moved an amendment to Sir Richard Sutton's Mr. Byng. 
amendment, - that houſes of ten pounds a year be in- 
krted as taxable inſtead of five pounds and upwards. He 
ſud, this became neceſſary, as the farmer who rented two or 
bree hundred acres of land was exempred, while a poor, la- 
ouring man that rented a houſe at five or ſix pounds and did 
otoccupy even ahalf of that, but let it out in rooms to perſons 
of his own deſcription, would be obliged to pay, or be ſubje& 
ohave his bed taken from under him, and ſold to pay the tax. 

Sir George Yonge declared himſelf of the ſame opinion; ſaid, Sir Geerge 
e diſliked the power veſted in the ſurveyor, to aſcertain the Tenge: 
ent of houſes at his own diſcretion, | 

Mr, 
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Mr. Baid- Mr. Baldwin ſaid, as the pabbc faith had been pledged to 
Vis. thoſe who ſubſcribed, he muſt vote for the bill as it ſtood re. il of 
ported, unleſs thoſe who propoſed to diminiſh the fund for an 
paying the annuities to the public creditors would ſubſtitu WF 
oY other tax by way of equivalent, : | 
The queſtion was put for the amendment, and carried by ail rat 
majority of 77 to 70. | | 
ir Willem Vr alia Meredith roſe, and ftated the grounds of his fro 
Wa. * promiſed motion. He deſcanted on the ſeveral obnoxious | 
acts paſſed ſince the year 1 76 3» pointing out their deſtructive ger 
tendency one by one. He ſaid, every ſtep towards a recon-Mll the 
ciliation with our colonies would prove fruitleſs, without a full, Mar 
open, and unequiyocal repeal. It was his fincere opinion, il fel 
that America would never accept of our friendſhip, unleſs it no 
was founded upon a baſis of intereſt, equally broad and com · ¶ fon 
prehenfive with what they were likely to draw from their ſen 
preſent connection with France. If we made offers of 2 
dane with France, moſt certainly America would con 
ive Great Britain the preference, Our brethren, deſcended fro: 
BE the lame ftock, ſpeaking the ſame language, profeſling Pa 
pearly the ſame religion, and formed to the ſame ſtudies, ha. ing 
22 and purſuits, we had every chance to ſucceed and tonvalil. \ 
range, thould the Colonies find an equal intereſt, by giving 
way to their prejudices, and their native affection for the pa. 
rent ſtate. He ſaid, that other nations would be : jealous o 


their manufactures and commodities ; Sweden of her iron; 


Denmark of her timber; Ruſſia of her naval ſtores ; in ſhort, 
every power to the no ard. He adviſed not to ſend out / 


the commiſſioners with their preſent powers, To give powerWrigt 
to ſuſpend, and not repeal, was doing next to nothing; or even ua 
repealing the reſt, and leave the declaratory law ſtanding, andWjc n 
the ſame difficulty would recur, For ſuppoſe commithonersMjrſ 
- ſhould be authoriſed to aſſure the Congreſs, that the declara-W / 
tory a& would be repealed, what poſſible ſecurity could the doe 
Congfeſs have for the performance, Parliament being ſtill atMcou; 
liberty to diſſent, though America ſhould agree to conciliate Wothe 
He then moyed, that an act of che öth of the preſent king, E 
intituled bc an a& for the better ſecuring the dependency of 
his Majefty's dominions in America, upon the crown ander 
1 of Great Britain” might be read, It was read, ing 
He then moved, That leave be given to bring in a bill to re · om 


peal the ſaid act. 
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Mr. P. Burrel ſeconded the motion. He deſcribed the ſtate 
of our fleets, armies, finances, negociations, in ſtrong colours, 
and warmly preſſed the neceſſity of a repeal. | 
Mr. Powys ſpoke for the repeal. | x | 


Mr. Fielde ſaid he approved of the principles of the decla- wir. Field. 
ntory act; but obferved, that the whole American ſyſtem and 


plan, laid down and purſued by adminiſtration, had been taken 
from the Marquis de Montcalm's letters. 
Sir Cecil Wray. 


the repeal of the declaratory act. If this country bas fuch 
aright, I do not apprehend ſuch a repeal would have any ef- 
fect; it would leave us in directly the ſame {tate in which we 
now are ſuppoſed to be, fully poſteſſed of it, though for rea- 
ſons of convenience we might wiſh not to talk of it at pre- 
ſent, q 2 1 | 

But, Sir, I give my vote for the queſtion under a ſincert 
conviction, that the declaration contained in the act is fo far 
from being true, that the very reverſe of it is fo, and that the 
Parliament of Great Britain has no power to paſs laws bind- 
ng America in any caſe whatſoever. 2 88 + 

When America was firſt ſettled, the whole right to con- 
queſt, diſcovery, and diviſion of lands was in the King ;—it 
vas in his power to grant them to any body, and on any con- 
dition. This power he uſed in. America, in all caſes without 
ind in ſome againſt the conſent of Parliament, who never in: 
feed ſuppoſed that ſuch feudal rights were veſted in them. 

At what time the King gave up or Parliament uſurped theſe 
rights is not now my buſineſs to inquire ; but I muſt maintain 
that unleſs America had conſented to ſuch a ceſſion, America 
x not bound by it, but her rights remain the ſame as when 
jrſt eſtabliſhed by her charters. 1 

A late deciſion in the King's Bench fully eſtabliſhes this 
loctrine. — The King may lay any impoſitions on a conquered 
country by his own authority, till he has by proclamation or 
ftherwiſe given yp that power by eſtabliſhing another. 

Had I thought this act declaratory of the real power of 
Parliament, I ſhould have voted for the repeal of the ob- 
doxious acts, on the idea of their inexpediency ; but think- 
ing as I do, that the Parliament of Great Britain has no 
power to paſs laws binding America in any caſe whatſoever, 
| ſhall certainly concur with my honourable friend in voting 
or the repeal of the declaratory act. 


Mr. 


Was I of opinion with the honourable Sir Cecil 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt, I ſhould be againſt the queſtion for 779 
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Mr. Graves Mr. Graves moved, that the debate be adjourned to that p 


Earl Nu- 
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day two months. It was agreed to. 
, April 7. te 
The Houſe in committee, Lord Midleton in the chair, to Ito 
take into conſideration the acts of Parliament relating to the al 
trade of Ireland. | ENT 
Earl Nugent, on whoſe motion the committee had been 
formed, opened the buſineſs. From a long ſeries of un- an 


| ſhaken loyalty, the Iriſh, he ſaid, were entitled to every en- 


couragement which good and faithful ſubjects could deſerve, N th 
and a wiſe and grateful government could give; oppreſſive ¶ nu 
laws had hitherto been their only reward: he did not, how- an 
ever, mean to complain; if he did, his generous countrymen i an 
would difavow his complaints: they now ſee Great Britain 


in diftreſs; that filences their reſentment ; and forgetful of tle 


their wrongs, unſolicited they now make a tender of their I an! 
lives and fortunes for our ſervice, If our narrow policy had bl 
not kept them low, they would ſend over ſomething more vel 
ſubſtantial than addreſſes; we ſhould ſee their armies arrive lis, 
here for our defence. Would the Parliament of Great Bri 
tain ſuffer every ſentiment of gratitude and juſtice to be. inac- 
tive in their breaſts? Would they become deaf to the voice 
of policy? He truſted, he was ſure, they would not; and 
he had not a doubt but the Houſe would give ample proof 
that they were not void of diſcernment to ſee, nor of . ineli- 
nation to reward merit. He had taken a view of all the lam 
which bear hard on Ireland, and, truſting to the juſtice and 
humanity of the Houſe, he had drawn up a few reſolutions he f 
which he hoped the committee would adopt. Some oppoſ- I by 1 
tion would, he feared, ariſe from a quarter from which h 8 


7 could never have expected it; he meant from the Weſt - India wor 


tive to be given up. He did not doubt but the Houſe woul 


planters : he could not conceive why they ſhould oppoſe ¶ ture 
relaxation of the trade laws reſpecting Ireland; he knew ſe· ¶ that 
veral gentlemen who had plantations in the iſlands; theyWured 
told him, that they could alledge nothing againſt the expe· if th 
diency of the meaſure he was now about to propoſe: he di N 
covered, indeed, that the planters were much in the power oi moti 
the merchaats here; that the two and a half commiſſion on thy perſt 
ſugars exported from this kingdom to Ireland was too luen 


diſregard any oppoſition from ſuch ſelfiſh views; he wou 
not, however, have any thing in his motions which cou 
ry be oppoſed ; he would make them in ſuch a manne 
as he hoped would gain them the unanimous 1 
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the committee; a circumſtance that would make the pro- 
poſed indulgence to the Iriſh the more agreeable to that e- 
t ple, and challenge all their gratitude. 
His Lordſhip then moved, that the Iriſh might be permit- 

ted to ſend on board of Britiſh veſſels, navigated according 
o to law, to the coaſt of Africa, and our ſettlements abroad, 
e all forts of Iriſh manufactures, woollen and woollen cloths 

only excepted. 
n Mr. Pelbam profeſſed. himſelf a * to Ireland; Mr.Pclbom, 
nnd faid, that no man had a greater reſpect for that kingdom 
1- Wl than he had; he was not, however, without his doubts, that 
e, the preſent meaſure would be highly detrimental to the ma- 
ve WE nufactures of this country; the taxes in Ireland being low, 
„- and labour cheap, the Iriſh would be able to underſell us, 
en and thereby ruin ſeveral of our trading towns. 
in Lord Beauchamp begged leave to ſet the honourable gen- Lord Beau- 
of Wtleman right. The taxes in Ireland were many and high); chang... 
ir WW and, proportionally to the means of paying them, conſidera- 
adi bly greater than in England. Some gentlemen who had tra- 
re velled into Ireland, had, from the opulence of its metropo- 
ve lis, and the unbounded hoſpitality of the people of faſhion, 
ri- ¶ formed very unjuſt ideas of the real ftate of the kingdom: it 
0 · N was reduced by oppreſſive laws to a wretched fituation ; their 
ic loyalty was, however, ſuperior to every ſelfiſh conſideration 3 
ad they ſaw nothing but our danger; and though our acts had 
do baniſhed into foreign countries numbers of their brethren, and 
li ett them in a miſerable ſtate, ſtill they were willing to ſtrain 
un every nerve to ſerve us in the moment of diſtreſs: a braver, 
00 more generous, and more loyal people was not to be found; 
on he flattered himſelf, therefore, that they would be treared 
of: by the Houſe according to their high deſerts. 
hell Sir Thomas Egerton was of opinion, that this kingdom Sir Thomas 
cial would ſuffer by its indulgence in this point; the mandfac- Ege. 
eures of Lancaſhire, in particular, would be ruined; and 
le ¶ chat county alone would, as he was informed, loſe one hun- 
heyMdred thouſand pounds per annum in the article of checks only, ; 
if the meaſure now propoſed ſhould paſs into a la w. 

Mr. T. Townſhend expreſſed his warm approbation of the Mr. T. 
motion ; ; was happy to te the/miſt of prejudice begin to diſ- Townſend. 
perſt; would be happy to give the meaſure a broader bot- 
tom: though as ſtedfaſt a proteſtant as any gentleman in the 
Houſe, he declared he ſnhould be glad to fee forme means 
adopted to grant ſuch indulgencies to the Roman Catholics 
of e as might attach that great body of men to the 


pre- 
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Lord North. 
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preſent government: their affections had been alienated; he 
wiſhed to recall them by indulgent behaviour. He hated the 
Romiſn religion for its perſecuting ſpirit 3 he would not on 
that account wiſh to be a perſecutor. 

Lord North, adverting to what Mr. Townſhend had ſaid, 
declared he would with all his heart concur in any meaſure 
that could tend to anſwer ſo defirable an end; but it was 
not their province ; it was the province of the Parhament 
of Ireland: the laws which were ſo ſevere againſt the Ro- 


man Catholics had originated there, and redreſs of domeſtic 


grievances ſhould of right originate likewiſe from chem; and 
he was of opinion, that the Iriſh Parliament would ſee where 
the grievance lay, and redreſs it, for there was not any 
where a people of more liberal ſentiments than the Iriſh. 

The penal laws of Ireland were the conſequence of appre- 
henfion, which, however groundleſs, always adopts the moſt 


cruel and ſevere policy. The Iriſh complained, and com- 


2 with juſtice. Leaving to the candour of their own 
arhament to grant ſuch indulgence to the Roman Catho- 


lies as their loyalty deſerves ; he requeſted the Houſe would 


IA. Nogere. 


N. Nugent. 


to that which was in their power, and their province: 
to relax the trade laws, would benefit the Iriſn, and ultimate- 
ly enrich ourſelves; embarked in the ſame cauſe with us, 
ey could not be called our rivals in trade, but their rivals 
were our rivals. The exception of woollen cloths he would 
ſaymothing to; it might not, perhaps, be juſt: but it was 2 
point given up by the Iriſh, and confirmed by an antient 
compact: if it ſhould be found in the courſe of the proceed- 
ings on this buſineſs that any other exceptions were neceſſary, 
the Houſe. no doubt would make them. Upon the whole, 
the motion ſhould meet his hearty concurrence. 

On the queſtion being put, it was carried nem. con. 

Lord Nugent theri made another motion, That the Iriſh 
might be permitted to import all forts of ware and merchan- 
diſe from the coaſt of Africa and plantations abroad, indigo, 
tobacco, and ſugar only excepted. The word ſugar was in- 
ſerted by his Lordſhip, merely to prevent an oppoſition from 
the Weſt-India merchants ; but on the motion of Lord New- 
haven, it was left out, and the motion paſſed nem. con. 
Lord Nugent again moved, That glaſs manufactured in Ire- 
land might be exported by the Iriſh, except into Great Bri- 
tain ; and that Iriſh cotton yarn might be imported duty- 
free into Great Britain. | i | 14 how 

Theſe motions paſſed unanimouſly, 


Mr. 


"Wa; 193%. DEBATE 8... 121 
Mr. Burke then moved, That Iriſh ſail- cloth might be im- Mr. Burke. 
ported into this kingdom duty- free: This motion likewiſe 


paſſed nem. con. 
April 8. 


Lord North acquainted the Houſe, that he had à meſſage 14. Neth; 
from his Majeſty, and he preſented the ſame to the Houle, 
and it was read by Mr. Speaker, and is as followeth, via. 


« GRORGE KRA. 3 

« HIS Majeſty being reftrained by the laws now in being, 
from making proviſion for his younger children out of the 
hereditary revenues of the crown; and being defirous, that 
competent proviſions may be made for the honourable ſup- 
port and maintenance of his dearly beloved ſons, Prince Fre- 
derick Biſhop of Oſnaburgh, Prince William Henry, Prince 
Edward, Prince Erneſt Auguſtus, Prince Auguſtus Frede- 
tick, Prince Adolphus Frederick, and of his dea-ly beloved 
daughters, Princeſs Charlotte * N Matilda, Princeis 
Auguſta Sophia, Princeſs Eliſabeth, Princeſs Mary, and 
Princeſs Sophia; and for the honourable maintenance and 
2 of Prince William Frederick, and Princeſs Sophia 

atilda, the ſon and daughter of his dearly beloved brother 
illiam Henry Duke of Glouceſter; his Majefty hopes, 
at he ſhall be enabled, by act of Parliament, to grant an 
annuity of ſixty thouſand pounds to the {ix princes, and a 
annyity of thirty thouſand pounds to the five princeſſes; ani 
and to grant an annuity of eight thouſand pounds to: Prince 
illiam Frederick, and an anfuity of four thouſand pounds 
o Princeſs Sophia Matilda, the ſon and daughter of the 
Duke of Glouceſter ; the annuities to his Majeſty's ſons and 
laughters to take effect after his Majeſty's demiſe, and the 
annuities to the ſon and daughter of the Duke of Glouceſter 
d take effect after the death of the Duke of . Glouceſter. 
nd * Majeſty recoinmends the conſideration thereof to 
iis Houſe. i. | BY . ivo 245 - 


G. R. | 


, Ordered, nemine contradicente, _.- - IRE 26] 
That leave be given to bring in a bill, for enabling his 
Majeſty to ſettle on their 1 higkieſſes the Princes Fre- 
lerick Biſhop of Oſnaburgh, William Henry, Edward Er- 
Fett Auguſtus, Auguſtus Frederick, and. Adolphus Frede« 
Fick, an annuity. of fixty thouſand pounds per amum; and 
No to ſettle on their royal highneſſes the Princeſſes Char- 
. (one Auguſta Matilda, Auguſta Sophia, Elizabeth, Mary, 
„Vor. IX. _ and 


I22: 


ing to Great Britain, on tlie coaſt of Africa, be permitted wil 
be exported from thence into the ſaid kingdom of Ireland; 


\ "a 
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and Sophia, one other annuity of thirty thouſand pounds per I 2 
annum; and alſo to ſettle on his highnefs Prince William ti 
Frederick one other annuity of eight thouſand pounds per an- ſe 
num, and on her highneſs Princeſs Sophia Matilda one other m 
annuity of four theuſand pounds per anmm; and that the Ig 
* orth, the Lord Barrington, the Lord Beauchamp, Ir 
r. Cornwall, the Lord Weſtcote, the Lord Palmerfton, ¶ ot 
Mr. Thomas Townſhend, Mr. Burke, Mr. Jenkinſon, Sir ¶ be 
Grey Cooper, Mr. Rigby, Mr. Hartley, Mr. Ellis, Lord fe. 


George Germain, the Earl Nugent, Mr. Baker, Mr. At- W ty. 


torney General, Mr. Solicitor General, and Mr. Robinſon; ¶ pe 
do prepare and bring in the ſame, qu 
Lord Midleton (according to order) reported from the i gl: 
committee of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to Ned, 
take into conſideration the feveral acts of Parliament relating MW lan 
to the trade and commerce of Ireland, the refolutions which 
the committee had directed him to report to the Houſe; Wthe 
which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered. in at the ¶ bei 
table, where the ſame were read, and are as followeth, viz, Wcea 
Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That | 
all goods, wares, and merchandize, being the produce or ma- Wall 
nufacture of the kingdom of Ireland, be permitted to be ex- 
ported directly from the ſaid kingdom, in Britith ſhips navi- 
gated according to law, to be imported into any of the Bri- 
tiſh plantations, or to any of the ſettlements belonging 'to 
Great Britain on the conſt of Africa; wool and woollen ma- 
nufactures only excepted. | | 
Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
all goods,” wares, and merchandize, being the produce of any 
of the Britiſh plantations; or of any of the ſettlements belong 


indigo and tobacco only excepted. 3 

. Reſolyed, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
the provifions of an act, made in the nineteenth year of his 
late majeſty, King George the Second, intituled, An ad 
for granting to his Majeſty: ſeveral rates and duties upon 
glaſs; and. upon ſpirituous liquors, and for raifing a certain 
ſum of money by annuities, and a lottery, to he charged o- 
ther ſaid rates and duties, and for obviating fome doubts about 
making out orders at the Exclicquer, for the monies advanceaee 
upon the credit of the ſalt duties, granted and continued t 
his Majeſty, by an act of the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament; 


+ 4 a 


14 
1 
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and allo an act made in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, inti- 
| tuled, “An act for granting to his Majeſty a duty upon all 
ſervants retained or employed in the ſeveral capacities therein 
mentioned; and for repealing ſeveral rates and duties upon 
e glaſs, impoſed by an act made in the ninetecnth year of the 
„rign of his late Majeſty, and for granting to his Majeſty 
„cocker rates and duties upon glaſs, in lieu thereof; and for the 
better collecting the duties upon glaſs; and for repealing the 
{ Wl ſeveral rates and duties charged by an act, made in the tweny 
- Wty-niath year of the reign of his ſaid late Majeſty, upon all 
perſons and bodies politic and corporate, having certain 
quantities of ſilver plate, which prohibit the exportation of 
e glaſs from Ireland, manufactured in that kingdom, be repeal- 
oed, with reſpect to ſuch glaſs exported directly from Ire- 
land to any places except to Great Britain. 

hM Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
de duties now payable on the importation of cotton yarn, 
being the manufacture of Ireland, into Grgat Britain, do 
. {Wccale, and be no longer paid. >, 

t Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, That 
a- {Wall fail cloth and cordage, of the manufacture of Ireland, be 
permitted to be imported from Ireland into Great Britain, 
tree of duty. | : 

The firſt reſolution of the committee being read a ſecond: 
time, and an amendment being propoſed to be made therere, 
ge Houſe was moved, Thatthe ſtanding order of the Houſe, 
Wot the gth day of April, 1972, © That no bill relating to 
trade, or the alteration of laws concerning trade, be brought 
Into the Houſe, until the propoſition ſhall have been firſt con- 
hidered in a committee of the whole Houſe, and agreed unto 

by the Houſe,” might be read; and the ſame being read ac- 
-Wcordingly, vo 

Ordered, that the ſaid reſolution be recommitted to a com- 
uittce of the whole Houſe, | nn | 
The ſecond reſolution of the committee being read a ſecond 


ad Dime: | | 
pon] Ordered, That the ſaid reſolution be recommitted to the 
anonmittee of the whole Houſe, to whom the firſt reſolution 


1 


re- committed. | 
The ſubſequent reſolutions of the committee, being read a 
\ceoccond time, were agreed to by the Houle. 13 
1h Ordered, That a bill, or bills, be brought in, upon the 
aree laſt of the ſaid reſolutions now agreed to by the Houſe, 
Ws K 3 April 
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Mr. D. 
Hartley. 


which are, indeed, inconteſtable; fince that time, this ſub- 


very little more to do now, than to walk over the ground 


tions which I ſhall offer to the committee this day ar 


PARLIAMENTARY. A. 8. 
April g. 
Mr. D. Hartley. Sir, the motions which I ſhall lay before ll , 
the committee of the ſtate of the nation to day, are nearly to 
the ſame effect as thoſe which I offered to the confideration of 
the Houſe before Chriſtmas. I was then told by the noble 
Lord at the head of the revenue, that they were more proper 
for the conſideration of this committee, which was then ap- 
inted to fit upon the ſtate of the nation, than to be 3 
directly, and in the firſt inſtance, before the Houſe, which 
in the formal way of ceremonious buſineſs might, perhaps, 8 
be true; but as my wiſh was, that the Houſe and the public I E 
ſhapld be informed in the earlieſt period of the ſeſſion, of the 
unmeaſurable expence of the American war, I took that oppor- 
tunity of giving a computation of the total expence, from the A 
beginning of the war to the end of the campaign of the year 
1778. There was no objection or refutation then attempted 
by the firſt Lord of the treaſury, to any of the article, 


ject has been again canvaſſed and diſcuſſed in another Houſe, 


upon the ſame _ and documents which I laid before 
you upon this ſubje&t before Chriſtmas : LU have, therefore 


again, and juſt to recite the documents upon which the mo- 


founded, | 

In computing the expence of this American war, I ff 
Rate the expence of the navy, army, and ordnance in ead 
year ſince the commencement of the war, and ſubſtract fron r 
the expence of each year reſpectively, the average expenlil = 
of the navy, army, and ordnance, in the time of profound} | 
peace. "The difference will ſhew the expences — way bliſt 
the war. "Bhs | | the 

The firſt article which it is neceſſary to ſtate, is the ordiſithe 
nary expence of the navy, army and ordnance upon the pen 


To 


eſtabliſhment, under the following heads, — 
| | ; itt 
2 . L. Dit 
6000 ſeamen — — - $3200 
rdinary of the navy upon an average, from 1764 Tot: 
to 1772 N — — —  - -. 41000 na 
Ship-building, upon an average, from 1766 to 1270 284 Ded. 
1 | | FE bl 
Carried over 15200 
- ——Wxcc 


Brovg 


We 1996 D-LB AT-E-S: 
Brought over V. 152þ000 


0 Anal encreaſe of the navy debt upon 16000 ſfea- | 
omen, on the average of 1763, 66, 67, 68, 69 111000 


f | 
Average peace eſtabliſhment for the navy 1637000 
＋ 1 —d 
1 M. 35 
it Guards, garriſons and plantations, about 1000000 
ch Chelſea and half- pay ä - 2 230000 
x, Wl Staff, widows, &c. — — - 1.5000 
ie Extraordinaries of the army, upon an average from 
_— YT; , - oo = + 1 
r · £ : | ; — 
be Average peace eſtabliſhment for the amn 1514000 
ear : ; —d'äb mrm——_— 
ted ORDNANCE. 
les WW Ordinary * - - | - > --* 05 
ab- Extraorainary — - = 50000 
uſe 
Average peace eſtabliſhment for the ordnance 220000 
RECAPITULATION. | 
Average expence in time of peace for the navy 1637000 
Ditto for the army — — I 514000 
Dito for the ordnance - - - 220000 
Total p=ace eſtabliſhment for navy, army and ord- 
nance = * - EEE” 337 1000 


Having thus got a computatieon of the ordinary peace eſta- 
biſhment, I have taken out from the journals the amount of 
the expences incurred in each year ſince the commencement of 
ie war, each in totals, are as follows: 

1775. 1776. 1777. 
Expences of the navy 2496538 4153214 4590458 
Ditto of the army 2206457 4799008 4003948 


NN n—_— 


[ . 1783225 6103582 5844000 


| xcels 
| The 


Ditto of the ordnance 451239 522360 620594 
Total navy, army and ord- 1 e 
nance for each year 5154225 9474582 9215000 
Deduct for the peace eſta- a : or; 
bliſhment 3371000 3371090 3371000 
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The ſums already voted for the preſent year 1778, are MW. 
as follow : 


For the a\ 40058 a 
or the navy - : 205895 
Far the army | — — — — 2842557 E 
For the ordnance - - - 382816 
0 : . | r 
7231265 
Articles to be added upon computation, vix. militia. 500000 
Expences upon the vote of credit and for extraor- 
dinaries of the army in 1778 8 2500000 
Encreaſe of the navy-debt in 1778 _ 2000009 
Extras for the ordnance in 1778 - - 400000 
Total navy, army and ordnance for 1778 126312608 
Deduct the ordinary peace eſtabliſhinenr 3371099 
Exceſs in 1778 = "ITN » 8 C. 9260268 1 


Theſe are the exceſſes of the ſeveral years of this war above f t 


the current peace eſtabliſhment, vix. 4. 
Exceis for 1775 — - 1783000 
1776 - - - 6103000 


. 1777 — - 584400 
; 1778 


7 : n 22090000 


But this is by no means the whole, for beſides theſe ex 
pences which appear under the reſpective heads of account iu 
each year, chere muſt remain immenſe arrears upon the wind-ſiſſade, 
ing up of hottoms at the concluſion of any war, even if it by 
ſuppoſed that this fatal American, war, with all its conſe 
quences, could be brought to an end with the preſent year 

making an eſtimate of this article, we muſt look at th 
experience of the laſt war, which produced arrears and un- ur- be 
Iiquidated demands to the amount of near 10, oo, oo0/. Ie net 


＋ 

1 

+ 
© 
Ne) 
I 


the preſent caſe, the great diſtance of the ſcene of action wilt is 
Joc x . 


every article, being in a country where during t fel 

laſt war every thing was friendly and aſſiſting you, but non, it 
unfortunately totally the reverſe. The charge of paying tiWrine 
troops till they can be brought hame, and before they can Mn ha 
diſbanded, particularly the foreign troops, for ſome of whicitce 
we are to pay even twelve months after they are returned intich t 
their own country; the expepce of re- conveying our =_ lain: 
| . artillet 


, A. 1778. FSA TE | 


artillery and ſtores acrofs the Atlantic, and ſending the fo- 


reigners to Germany, with all our ſubſidies, arrears, and de- 


5 Wnmands of every fort, which will be coming in upon us from 
ear to year, and probably a war with the houſe of Bourbon, 
b Wcinnot be eſtimated at lefs than the ſum of 10,000,000. 
- {Wherefore the total expence will ſtand thus, 

For the exceſſes of the navy, army and ord- . 


nance, above the current peace eſtabliſhment, as 

ranged under the reſpective years 1775, 1776, 5 
111, 7778 5 22, 990, ooo 
Arrears by computation, after the cloſe of 

e war, ſuppoſing it to be brought to a termina- 

wn by the end of the year 1778 - 10, ooo, oo 


1 L. 32,990,000 
00 MW This ſum, enormous as it is, will, J fear, be very ſhort of 


reality. At what rate ſhall I ſet the loſs and deſtruction 
f the trade of this country, with all its rich reſources and 
roduce ? At what rate ſhall I ſet the loſs of thirteen pro- 
inces, once the pride and ſtrength of the parent-ſtate 2 At 
at rate ſhall I ſet the ruin of the Britiſh navy, which has 
itherto been the bulwark and ſafeguard of this country? At 
at rate ſhalt J ſet the lives of many thouſands of Britiſh 
bects, whoſe valour might have been reſerved for the de- 
e of their country, inſtead of being thrown away in the 
tempt to entail flavery upon the new world? Theſe are 
les not to be eſtimated in the vile traſh of pounds, ſhillings 


de, the revenues, and all the ſtrength: and reſources of this 

untry, are ſacrificed to the purſuit of this mad and ruinous - 
ir, We have already waſted as much money as the prin- 
al of a three ſhilling land mortgaged for ever would 
wunt to. The intereſt of thirty-ttiree millions, at only 
1 per cent. is 1, 320, ooo. per annum, which is more than 
nett produce of three ſhillings in the pound upon dand. 
It is endleſs to be for ever recapitulating all che grievanees 
follies of this war. It is more than ſimply ſelf- deſtruc- 
n, it is ruin twice told; for it is not only cutting off our” 
ine and commerce, but it is throwing both fromſout our 
u hands into the lap of dur enemies. America is the 
tee of the Britiſh marine; three ſhips out of four upon. 
uch the Britiſh commerce is navigated, are of Ameriean- 
ding, That marine, and that commerce, which once 

3 | were 
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the commerce and the marine of this country are deſtroyed, 


to recommend it, as che opinion of this committee, that | 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 
were 6urs, ate driven from our ports into thoſe of France, 
Public credit muſt in the end fink under ſuch conduct. When 


all the means of ſupporting public credit are gone. Our mer- 
chants are cruſhed, and not ſupported - by the government 
they live under; what can we expect but perpetual bankrupt- 
cies, with which every Gazette is now filled? Even fince 
the commencement of the preſent ſeſſion, the public funds 
are fallen 25 per cent. the 3 per cents are fallen from 80 and 
upwards, down to 60: that fall is the deſtruction of twenty 
millions of property. Three and thirty millions may by 
computation be ſet as the oſtenſible expence of the war: but 
it is only a ſmall part of the total of the deſtruction of pro- 
perty occaſioned by the war; twenty millions more of the 
property of the ſtockholders have been annihilated in a fey 
months. The price of land is fallen in the ſame proportion, 
What is the landed gentleman to do, who is called upon to 
diſcharge a mortgage which may be upon his eftate ? He 
muſt ſell his land, perhaps, at twenty or twenty-five yeary 
purchaſe, inſtead of thirty or thirty-five, and his pittance 
which remains muſt ſtand the brunt of taxation accumulated 
in eyery ſhape. The havock and ruin of this curſed Amen- 
can war overtakes us at every turn. Neither the landed man, 
nor the merchant, nor the manufacturer, nor the . widow, 
nor the orphan, can eſcape its fury. All theſe curſes are er 
tailed upon us by the continuance of the American war. he 
adviſers and conduQtors of this war have a heavy account ta 
anſwer for to their country. There are thirty or forty, thoi 
ſand ſeamen loſt to this country; thirty or forty thouſand 
land forces deftroyed ; between thirty and forty milhons d 
money waſted and conſumed ; one hundred ſhips of capit: 
force cut off from our natural ſtrength; whole armies ſw: 
lowed up, and all this to purchaſe the loſs of thirteen-cok 
nies; and, perhaps, when we have ſtripped ourſelves of e 
natural powers of defence, we may invite an invaſion at hom 
and bring the ſeat of war to our own coaſts, Surely, there 
fore, upon the fam total of the experience which we have! 
dearly bought, and upon the certain proſpect of all the fas 
ther evils which threaten this country, I am juſtly entiti 


is unbecoming the wiſdom and prudence of Parliament 
proceed any farther in the ſupport of this fruitleſs, experunt 
and deſtruttive American war. 1 745850 Ga! 
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I never can refrain again and again from preſſing upon you 
he neceſſity of an immediate peace with America. There is 


|, Wothing that can deſtroy the powers and faculties of this 
-- MWountry, but its being divided againſt itſelf, Give us peace 
it With America, and we ſhall be ourſelves again. Give us 
t- gain our American family compact, and I ſhall be the laſt 


nan to fear the houſe of Bourbon; and with reaſon, for 


ce 
ds Nonfidence ſhould not be vain and viſionary, but ſhould take 
id raſonable grounds for its foundation. The unfortunate treaty 
ty Which is already too far advanced between France and Ame- 
y Wiz, may poſſibly deprive us of the affiſtance of America in 
ut Woy conteſt with France, even if you were to make peace 
o- With America this moment. But in any caſe we ſhould at 


aſt recover to our uſe an hundred ſhips of force, which are 
ow cut off from us, we might recover the uſe of thirty or 


n, Norty thoutand men both by land and ſea, either for defence, 
to Ir for offence if neceſſary. If you would make peace with 
emerica upon equal and fair terms, trade would again return 
an your ports, and public credit would thereby feel the means 
f ſupport. And beſides this, what is beyond every thing 
telle in national operations, unanimity would give vigour to 
ri-Wur counſels, Foreign powers, inſtead of deſpiſing us for 


r folly, and lying in wait to take advantage of the waſting 
f our ſtrength, ſhould ſtand in awe of the powers of this 
untry, when conducted upon the principles of wiſdom and 
iſtice, and would abandon the thoughts of any inſults or at- 
ack upon the honour or rights of this country. They have 
lt and ſhrunk under its power when united, and conducted 
an able adminiſtration, The means are {till the ſame, if 
gere were the ſame wiſdom in our counſels, _ | 
No man can charge me with diſparaging the. powers and 
zeulties of my country; my ſentiments have always been 
le very reverſe, that they exiſt in all their vigour ; but that 
ey are miſapplied. They are not directed againſt the natu- 
ll enemies of this country but againſt itſelf, i would wiſh 
at this diſtinction ſhould make an impreſſion upon the 
nds of the committee, and of the public, and of all forei 
urts. If you would be prevailed upon to relinquiſh this 
war, all would be well. There would then be no ground 
occaſion left for a war with France, or with any part of 
e houſe of Bourbon, And if they were either to unrea- 
nadle, or ſo unwiſe, as unneceſſarily to provoke a war, we 
ould be well prepared, and capable of reſenting every inſult, 
d of repelling every attack upon the national honour. But 
Vor. IX, „ id 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1, 


it is our folly alone that tempts them. I have pleaded ſo i 
zealouſly for the reſtoration of peace with America, that [ 1 
with to attach the explanation with it, as not undervaluing It 
the powers of this country in reſpect to any foreign nations fo 
if we were at peace with ourſelves. It is no diſparagement u 
any country to adviſe them againſt impoſſibilities. Give u fe 
peace with America, and there is nothing under heaven tha" 
this country needs to fear. For theſe reaſons I have drawn - 
up a particular reſolution expreſſive of this well grounded 


confidence, if ſuch meaſures of wiſdom are purſued, by which 
the national faculties and exertions may be reſerved, for the 
juſt and neceſſary occaſions of ſupporting its own dignity, 
and defending its own rights, inſtead of profuſely laviſhing 
them away in the purſuits of injuſtice, folly and madneſs, 
But it may be ſaid; How ſhall we obtain peace; and up- 
on what terms? We would have an honourable peace. And 
ſo we may, for who makes war with us? It depends upon 
ourſelves. We have only to relinquiſh our folly and quix- 
otiſm, and there is an end. It is the madneſs of the under. 
taking, and the obſtinacy of perſevering even after conviction 
that is diſhonourable. The diſhonour comes from them who 
would precipitate their country into impoſſibilities, who ad- 
viſed the King not even to give an anſwer to the united peti- 
tion of all America, when they were at the feet of thi 
country ſeeking for juftice, You ſpurned them from you 
with indignation. It was the miniſtry of this country who 
would admit of no reaſonable or conſtitutional terms. | ſay, 
reaſonable and conſtitutional terms, becauſe I preſume that 
the miniftry themſelves will fo denominate the terms which 
have been lately voted in this Houſe in thoſe concihatory 
bills, which have received the unanimous ſanction of the le- 
giflature, If thoſe terms are reaſonable and conſtitution; 
now, then they always were ſo; yet theſe bills contain nei 
ther more nor leſs than the very offers which were made ti 
this country from the Congreſs in their laſt petition thre 
years ago. Many and many propoſitions, tantamount to. 
- theſe, have been made by the oppoſers of this mad war, bu... 
the miniſtry have always cruſhed them by an inflexible in- 
fluence in the counſels of this Houſe, I myſelf did, mori. 
than three years ago, viz. upon the 27th of March 1775, 0. 
fer to this Houfe the very identical terms, or nearly ſo, which 
axe contained in your late conciliatory acts, and which wer 
taken as the foundation of the petition of the Congreſs in ta 
month of July 1775. The draught of a letter of regie « 
ny | 3 3 . a 


* 
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to the colonies in the uſual and accuſtomed manner, which 
[i [then laid before you, might have made peace at that time, 
> for thoſe terms were accepted by the Congreſs in their peti- 


tion to the King and addreſs to the people of Great Britain, a 
few months after. That they were reaſonable and conftitu- 
tional terms I am juſtified now at leaſt to ſay, becauſe in your 


ſan&ion of the legiſlature. I hope therefore that I may ſtand 
xcquit for one, as never having ſacrificed the honour of this 
country by any mean or unbecoming propoſal. It is not to- 
wards thoſe who have oppoſed this mad war, that you are to 
book as the cauſes of the irkſome ſituation in which you* nd 
yourſelves now. If our advice had been followed, things 
would not now be as they are, Many thouſands of lives, 
many millions of money would have been ſaved to this coun- 


yolved. | 


liſnonour of refuſing the reaſonable and conſtitutional terms 


by f accommodation offered by your colonies in the fone 1775. 
rbat was the fatal æra which gave an inflexible obſtinacy to 


te counſels of this nation, to require abſolute and uncondi- 
tional ſubmifſion before you would treat, The preſent mini- 
ter of the American department entered into his office, with 
he public avowal of theſe principles. All Europe was ran- 
cked for mercenaries to impoſe unconditional ſubmiſſion up- 


rt to ſeek their ſafety in independence and foreign alliances. 
twas the miniftry of this country which drove. the Ameri- 
Is into foreign alliances, by the example of hiring foreign 
oops, and which reduced them to the alternative of uncon- 
ſitional ſubmiſſion or independence. In this dilemma they 
ole the latter; and in ſuch a dilemma they ſhould have 
nade no other choice, If you would have conceded to them 
taſonable and conſtitutional terms of connexion, they did 
er and over again diſavow every wiſh or claim of indepen- 
ace. It is the adminiftration of this country who have 
reed them into independence; they now poſſeſs it, nor is it 
our power to wreſt it from them. Let it be remembered 


Wt. By the advice of your miniſters you ſet all prudent. 
nſels at defiance, and by the folly of their conduct you 
e loſt America. N 


S 2 We 


late — Thi they have received the unanimous 


try, much honour and proſperity would have been its lot, in- 
ſtead of the diſtraction in which we now ſee ourſelves He - 


You are to, thank your minifters for having led you to the 


n your colonies. What then was there left for them to do, 


o drove their country to ſet the whole upon this deſperate 
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We may have peace with America if we chuſe it, but not 
upon the terms that we might have had it at the time when 
the petition from the Congreſs was rejected, nor even upon 
the terms that we might have had fix months ago. The 
only rule that we ſeem to follow, is, to refuſe the terms which 
may be had at the time, till it becomes too late, and then we 

ſee our folly. I myſelf told the adminiſtration in this ver 
place before Chriſtmas, that there was an opening to treat 
by which they might have prevented the treaty betweer 
© Ran and America. The conduct of the 3 court te 
wards the Americans had been ſo deceitful and unfatisfaQor 
as gave the greateſt diſguſt. I informed them that the 
might hit the blot, and take advantage of it. My words! 
this Houſe were, Do it before you firep. They flept and didi 
not. They prevailed upon the Houſe to adjourn itſelf fa 
two months, and the time was loſt. If nothing leſs than in 
dependence will now do, you muſt thank the adminiſtratior 
who have driven things to all extremities. You have trie 
the event of three campaigns, and have failed in all. Yo 
have loſt an entire army, you have likewiſe loſt your time t 
recruit and augment that which remains, and the moſt pre 
bable-proſpe& for Sir William Howe's army, is, that the 
may = the ſame fate with that under General Burgoyne 
unleſs you have the prudence to withdraw it in time, 
Izgrieve to ſee that things are come to fo deſperate a pals 
none of the meaſures which have brought us to it, had m 
. concurrence. or conſent. I would have adviſed far othen 
At preſent there is no other advice left to be given, but 
concede and to confirm that independence to America, whic 
Fou have forced upon them. I know that you will not con 
ſent to this, and that all counſel is vain, but I know likewi 
. that the time will come when you will think it a good ba 
gain to make peace with America, ſimply upon the terms 
independence, TI would adviſe the repeal of the Canada at 
but I know likewiſe that this will not be done; yet the ti 
may come when this act may be repealed without your cot 
ſent. Look to Canada, and perhaps to the Floridas. 
might likewiſe be worth while to think of your Weſt Ind: 
iſlands. Yau have driven America into an alliance with ti 
houſe of Bourbon. Look to the contegaences, 

For my own part I can only give the advice df a ſingle a! 
inſignificant individual. I would ſeek the alliance and frien 
ſhip of America. I would cement the two countries t 
gether by a mutual naturalization, in all rights 4 

1 | franchl 


mike ens was I Dp NS. > A BA PAY 
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franchiſes to. the fulleſt extent. We are derived from the 
fame ſtock; we have the ſame religion, the ſame manners, 
the ſame language, the ſame temper, the ſame love of libert 
and of independence; and if we muſt be ———— 
let there at leaſt be an union in that partition. To thoſe who 
might otherwiſe have a reluctance to the conceſſion of Ame- 
rican independence, let this ſerve as the more liberal equiva- 
lent, Give up freely the leſs generous claim of an irkſome and 
ſterile dominion, and put the padlock on the mind. 

Sir, I have nothing farther to trouble the Houſe with, but 
to return them my thanks for their great indulgence, in hav- 
ing given me a patient hearing. I will, with their permiſſion, 
read to the committee the motions which I have to make, and 
in the order that I propoſe to offer them. They are as fol- 
low: | | 
« That it is the opinion of this committee, that the ex- 
te pence of proſecuting the American war for another cam- 
« paign, in the year 1778, more eſpecially if, in conſequence 
thereof, this country ſhould be involved in any foreign 
& wars, added to the expences already incurred in the Ame- 
e rican war, may probably amount to a ſum not leſs than be- 
& tween thirty and forty millions ſterling, which muſt create 
& an alarming increaſe of the principal and intereſt of the 
© national debt, and muſt require many additional heavy and 
« burdenſome taxes, land taxes as well as other taxes, upon 
« the Britiſh ſubjects to defray, Be 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that the pro- 
«© ſecution of the American war muſt be deſtructive of the 
navigation, trade, riches, and reſources of this country, as 
« well as of the lives of his Majeſty's ſubjects, carrying our 
land and ſea forces the diſtance of 3000 miles, and thereby 


„ laying us open to the inſults or attack of any ſecret or in- 


« fidious enemy to this country. 
That it 1s the opinion of this committee, that among 
te the various cauſes which may contribute to depreſs the na- 


« tional funds, or to embarraſs the ſtate of public credit, and 


te to weaken the reſources of this country, the hoſtile diſunion 
c and diviſion of America againſt Great Britain muſt pro- 
e bably be more operative to ſuch fatal effects, than the pro- 


« ſecution of any juſt and neceſſary war againſt a foreign 
„enemy. : | 


« That it is the opinion of this committee, that it is unbe- 


coming the wiſdom and prudence of Parliament to proceed 


cc any 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 15) 8. 
<< any farther in the proſecution of this fruitleſs, expenſive, 


& and deſtructive American war. 

% That it is the opinion of this committee, that there i; 
& no reaſon to doubt the ſufficiency of the powers of this 
& country, or the moſt animated coercion of them, when dif. 
© engaged from this fatal American war; and under the con- 
duct of a prudent and vigilant adminiftration effectually to 
<< reſent every inſult, and to repel every attack, upon the ho- 
6c nour of his Majeſty's crown, and upon the eſſential inte- 
<< reſts of his kingdom, in the proſecution of any juſt and ne- 
« ceflary war, againſt a foreign enemy. 

« That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 
56 that he will graciouſly be pleaſed to inſtru the commil- 
c fioners appointed to treat, conſult, and agree upon the 
te means of quieting the diſorders now ſubſiſting in certain of 
<< the colonies, plantations, and provinces of North America, 
<< to eſtabliſh, as a fundamental, previous to any treaty, and 
from which they ſhall not have liberty to depart, that all 
< perſons, born either in Great Britain, Ireland, or the co- 
< lonies, provinces, and plantations of North America, ſhall 


pe conſidered as natural born ſubjects, and enjoy all rights 


Lord Nerth. 


«© and privileges as ſuch, throughout all the ſaid dominions in 
©. common, in the manner heretofore accuſtomed.” | 

Lord North objected to the motions in the groſs as well as 
in detail, He could not agree to the firſt, from its being er- 
roneouſly ſtated, as well as from its depending on probability, 
and its indefinite amount. A ſum between 90 and 40 mil- 
lions was very indefinite; but the error 1n the ftating was the 
moſt confiderable objection. The fact was, that the expence 


of the three laſt years was no more than 18,000,000). or 


thereabouts, and the additions at. the end of the campaign, 
would be 6g, ooo, oool. This he ſaid he could prove, by enu- 
merating the addition to the national debt and other articles, 
The addition to the national debt was 13, ooo, oool. The 
increaſe of the land-tax was 500, oo0l. a year, that 
made it 14, Oo, oool. The increaſe of the navy debt 
was about a million and an half, that made it 16,000,000. 
and the ſum which we ſhould have faved in caſe of 
peace, and which would have gone to pay off a part 
of -the* national debt, might be taken on an average - 
goo, oool. a year. So that the ſum it has already coſt us is 
no more than 18, 700, oool. The unfunded debt for the pre- 
ſent year will be no more than three millions, and the other 
out-goings altogether would make up no greater a ſum than 
about twenty three million five hundred thouſand „ 
f e 


A. 1778. LEE AT ES. 


He adverted to the honourable gentleman's arguments on 
i the laſt loan. The reaſon for his meaning to give the ſub- 
ſeribers douceurs, at a time when the ftocks had conſiderably 
decreaſed, was, that they might in future truſt to the honour 
of Parliament. The firſt depoſit had not been made, nor was 
there any compulſion upon them to make good their ſubſcrip- 
\ Wl tions. They would have been loſers to have made it good, as 
the ſtocks then ſtood; and as Parliament muſt; ſooner or 
later, have made good the deficiency, he thought it provident 
to give them a further advantage, which would have ſuper- 
ſeded the neceſſity of having the aid from Parliament next 
„ eeſſion, as well as brought future ſubſcribers forward, by 
„ ſhewing that they dealt honourably with them. 
e He could not agree with the gentleman, that it would be 
good policy to keep five millions reſerved in the Exchequer, 
„ Irhile ſo heavy a load of debt hangs upon the nation. It 
4 night indeed be advantageous to have ſuch a ſum in reſerve, 
11 Wi aneſt-egg, when we went to market, or as a proviſion for a 
. {Wrainy day, when we could not go; but he conſidered it im- 


8 {Wpofiible to accompliſh ſuch an object in the preſent ſtate of our 


ts Winances. | | 

He could not, from the moſt impartial review of his con- 
duct, conſider it as criminal. His heart muſt be excuſed, 
tough his head might be to blame. With the beſt and wiſeſt 
intention, an erroneous conduct might be joined. In a parti- 
ular manner he juſtified the meaſure of the Quebec act. 
\fter the moſt ſerious deliberation on the nature of the peo- 
pc, he confidered it moſt prudent and politic to give them 
e form of government they now enjoy. Not fitted to re- 
ave into their ſtate an epitome of our original conſtitution, 
e formed a ſyſtem partly of our own, and partly of the 


u- {Wrench government, merely as a preliminary to the intro- 
es. action of a ſolid ſyſtem, by a popular aſſembly. He 
he MW'ought that the civil law of France, to which they had ori- 


nally belonged, joined to the criminal law of Britain, which 
$2 greater ſecurity to the ſubject than that of the French, 
ould jointly form a ſyſtem, favourable as a preliminary, 
nil a more regular one could be granted. | 

art He concluded with moving for the chairman to leave the 
ot air. 5 
The queſtian was then called to leave the chair, which was 


her | Lerd 


I x 4 2 5 
Le 2 2 
_ 
by 


qt ney oh ins Hr 
* v 8 - — * 


8 


—_ — , * 
* 2 \ © 4 
ere ew EO® be 1 Wor « "9 


* _— 5 ” : 
E 
Co . — — = 

06 


r 


n 


67 


* * 


x6 
Lo 


£ - . an - p . — * - ** * * 5 e + "RE 8 129 
4 D by . - — a LAS rey * 0 3 — Fo — — > 
Wis . . * Fs 8 . 486-4 * * — 3 ng 6. © 8 A * - bk 
- ö 
< * 1 "v4 * q Lov. , 
152 I 2 Tg 1 F 5 2 # 1 bas 8 p " St aa 
5 with: : 4. > — 2 bY uk : NF * <P $4 = bo d 4 =>. 1 n 
* 2 E 7 * 1 4 * 2 
I. EI i * . Sr 1 
wy. * + 3 4 1 82 > * 9 . B's 9 TM : = - 
£ 5 9 3 2 wy Þ * * — — * — — —— 8 : : = — = — 
5 * | => 9 
1 2 ET Lat e _ = 34 i — . = * 
"ESE" ** . 1 Ss RE $7. 
* 27 — 8 — rn! * 4 A = 
ky, „ CE ET FE o - 5 - 
= 3 3 = = = — _ = FE = 


1 


e 
LEED 
I 


SEE on oy 
MS 1 7 
8 R 2 -< b 
N . 
"ad is 


> £4 Ss +» 7 
. #F Sy * 1 


w ** #4 2 ry wo L . *. * * - 
BY n . 5 re 4 n 8 
8 _ Cult ot 95S a 
— the — INT — 
W a = _ GS 
* 


7” Fs 
. 


136 
Lord Mj- 
dleton. 


Into any of the Britiſh plantations, or to any of the ſettle 


PARLIAMENTARY A. ry, 


Lord Midleton (according to order) reported from the 
committee of the whole Houſe, to whom the firft and ſe- 
cond of the reſolutions, which were yeſterday reported from MW; 
the committee of the whole Houſe, to whom it was refer. MW: 
red to take into conſideration the ſeveral acts of Parliament d 
relating to the trade and commerce of Ireland, were re-com- MW: 
mitted, the reſolutions which the committee had directed Mn 
him to report to the Houſe; which he read in his place, Nin 
and afterwards delivered in at the table, where the ſame n 
were read, and are as followeth, v:z. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, 
that all goods, wares, and merchandize, being the pro- 
duce or manufacture of the kingdom of Ireland, or com- 
modities of the growth, produce, or manufacture of Great 
Britain, legally imported. into Ireland, or foreign certificate 
goods legally imported from Great Britain into Ireland, be 
permitted to be exported directly from the ſaid kingdom, in 
Britiſh ſhips navigated according to law, to be imported in- 
to any of the Britiſh plantations, or to any of the ſettle- 
ments belonging to Great Britain on the coaſt of Africa, 
woot and woollen manufactures only excepted. | 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
all goods, wares and merchandize, being the produce of 
any of the Britiſh plantations, or of any of the ſettlements 
belonging to Great Britain on the coaſt of Africa, be per- 
mitted to be exported from thence into the ſaid kingdom. of 
Ireland, tobacco only excepted, 

Mr. Burke moved, that the reſolution be recommitted to 
a committee of the whole houſe. | 

The ſubſequent reſolution was agreed to by the Houſe, 
The Houſe reſolved itſelf immediately into a committee, to 
conſider of the firſt of the reſolutions. Mr. Burke's amend- - 
ment was agreed to; and the Houſe being reſumed, Lordi Lore 
Midleton reported the reſolution as follows : | 

Reſolved, That all goods, wares, and merchandize, be. 
ing the. produce or manufacture of the kingdom of Ireland 
wool and woollen manufactures only excepted, or commo 
dities of the growth, produce, or manufacture of Grealiſh 
Britain, legally imported into Ireland, or foreign certificaqſes 
goods legally imported from Great Britain into Ireland, be 
38 to be exported directly from the ſaid kingdom it 


ritiſh ſhips navigated according to law, to be import deric 


ments belonging to Great Britain on the coaſt of Africa. : 
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D. ir Cecil Mn, on the ſecond reſolve, be gged the Houſe Sir Cecil 
to proceed on ſo intereſting | a matter with die utmoſt cau- Ve. 
tion. He thouglit it very 1mprudent to proceed in it at thi 
late ſeaſon of the year, when the Houſe was ver this, an 
the kingdom eould not be enough advertiſed: o their pro- 

ceedings. Were theſe ge introduced into the com- 
nittee merely to try the pulſe of the nation, and to lie over 

in the form of reſolutions to the next Fs 10n, he would be 
noſt agreeable to that procedure, becauſe thereby every, one 
would 12 leiſure to conſider, and the Houſe would be full : 
to diſcuſs the matter. 

Mr, Cbnnaly ſaid, though an Iriſhman, and much of his pro- Mr: Cernolys 
erty lay in Ireland, it was not from mere local conſiderations 
hat he lent his band to the work : he was convinced that the 
drantages propoſed by the bill for the Iriſh, would turn ook 
i the end to the benefit of Great-Britain : A: a member © 
ie A empire, he did not deem it a matter of ſufficient 
it to, prevent the bill from paſſing into a law, that a 
N of the kingdom mi ht be a little in red, provided the 
eneral good of the whole was Waere r n 
Mr. Tenbinſon I, there would be 8804 time, by the' i in- Mr. fea 


at rake of 22 koliday s, to give the nation time to con- I/. 

of ler and ſtart their objections to it. 

nts Lord North x was of the n but Hop of that is Lord my 
er. x propoſitions would be graft on it, but that it would 


619 its preſerit form. 
Sir Cæri [Fray then abelccl, Wir 4 as the fat” of the [27 Cecil 
rd: ha determined i it to paſs "tis e, he would take 3 % · 
cided part in the buſinely: and ſteadily oppole it ; and in 
Fa hoped to be aflifted * every ee wember 

c 0 C. 3 / 
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© Bill for enabling his Ma 110 ſes 19 their . royal. 

zune ſſes tlie Ene Freder A of Oi ſnaburyh, RE”. 
u Henry, Edward, Erneſt 158 ſtus, Auguſtus F rede- 
„ , and ee Fr rederick, an annuity o f 66,0001. per 

to ſettle on their royal Highneſſes the — 

les 8 Auguſta Matilda, Auguſta Sophia, E | 
d, bath, Mary, and Sophia, one other annui of. 30,008. . per 
mf 8 alſo to ſettle on his hi, ghnels p We | 
Orte derick 9255 other afinuity of Goodl. þ pr on; a 


* 18 princeſs Sone Matild other e A 
(8) 


PE) North preſeited to ho 2 72 as; to rde Lord 2 | 
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4. Arnhem, 


Mr. Rigly, Mr. R:gby roſe to aſk if any man in the Houſe or in th 


JordNorch. Lord North again moved the ſecond reading. of the bi 


Me, Fitts, Mr. Wilkes. The very title of the bill, which the noi 
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of 4oool. per annum; and the ſame was received, and mad 
the firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time. 
© The bill having been once read, and Lord North pro. 
poling that it ſhould be read a ſetond time immediately, 
rd Irnbam objected to the ſecond reading of the bill on 
the ſame day it was firſt read. He thought that hurrying 
it through the Houſe, was neither a mark of reſpect toward 
the Duke of Glouceſter, nor towards the princes in the ſuc. 
ceſſion to the crown. That it would be bad policy as wel 
as unjuſt, at ſuch a time as this, to diſinherit the iſſue of the 
princes of Brunſwick and Orange, without going through 
the decent and legal forms of acknowledging and authenti-: 
cating the marriage of his royal 5 7 55 the Dake of Glou- 
ceſter, in order to legitimate his children. And it becamy 
the more neceſſary, becauſe the preſent miniſters had occa- 
goned ſo many reports of their doubts ; which, though 
they only meant as a cloak for perſecution, and to preventiiiſh 
foreign courts from paying the Ducheſs of Glouceſter pro- 
per reſpect, might be conſtrued by the princes in the fu 
ceſſion, to have anſen from the circumſtances of the in 
quiry made by the privy council: and as they were going ti 
recognize one marriage, he thought it would be pro 
uy before the Houſe the certificate and proofs by witneſ 


of the marriage of their royal highneſſes the Duke and Du 


cheſs of Cumberland. 


nation had any doubt of the legality of thoſe marriages 
| That he fat in the privy council at the time they were in 
veſtigated that he had no doubts, and did not wiſh to ha 
a motion which could imply that there were any. H 
thought it a proper mark of reſpect towards the Duke 0 
Glouceſter, to read the bill a ſecond time the ſame day. 


and faid it was uſual to hurry ſuch bills as related to tl 
royal family, in order to ſhew unanimity upon the queftia 


Lord with the blue ribband has juſt preſented to the Hou 
will give the trueſt pleaſure to the friends of the pri 
teſtant ſucceſſion. A royal family, already ſo numerou 
is an invaluable addition to the national ſtrength and in 
ortance. Every Engliſhman, who is at heart anxious ng 
only for the permanent, but the etual, preſervation Wt 
our liberties in the auguſt line of Brunſwick, muſt now cf 
joy the kigheſt ſatisfaQtion., The alarming fears, wa 
- 3 ö | 
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anceſtors at various periods experienced, from a ſuſpicion: 


of the failure of ſucceſſion to the imperial crown of theſe 


fealms, are not likely to diſturb their poſterity, We live 


encreaſes every year, with the fortunately prolific, annual 
increaſe of the royal offspring.“ We triumph in thoſe in- 
learing pledges of our monarch's love, and the public fe- 
city, which an all- bounteous Providenee continues to be- 
ſlow on this peculiarly favoured nation. The kingdom at 
arge contemplate with rapture his Majeſty's numerous, and 
ſtill I hope, increaſing progeny, as inſuring even beyond 
ur children's children, to the nati natorum, et qui naſcentur 
illi, the bleſſings and glories of his reign. It is the duty 
f his faithful Commons here to do more, to provide for. 
em in a manner adequate to their exalted birth and royal 
ngnity. 55 HEE 
The meſſage, Sir, from the crown points out to us the 
roviſion, and the mode of it, which is deſired. I give my 
=Y conſent to the grant. It will be a grant worthy of 
he Engliſh nation, worthy of the great perſonages, in 
hom we have now ſo important an intereſt, and hęreafter 
truſt we may claim a ſhare of their future fame and glory. 
et, Sir, I regret, that it is not made a certain proviſion . 
vr them during his Majeſty's life, and the Duke of Gloy- 
ſter's, as well as during the life of the prince of Wales, or 
e ſucceſſors of the reigning monarch. It is only to take 
et after the demiſe of the crown. Sir, if I underſtand 
tc bill in your hand, it compels the prince of Wales. to 
nt out of the hereditary revenues of the crown the annual 
m of 60,0001. to the King's ſons, 30,0001. to his daugh- 
, and 12,000 to the children of the Duke of Glouceſter, 
ing their reſpective lives, but no permanent proviſion is 
uke of Glouceſter. The bill effectually ties up the hands 
the ſucceſſor, but leaves the prince on the throne the 
on of any proviſion for the children and nephews of the 


1 


— 
—— 


In the ſame ſeffion, by the votes of Nov, 21, 2777, it * a 


n chat the Houſe reſolved, that a. congratulatory meſſage 
Wt to the Queen, on the birth of another-princeſs—tq, aſſure her 


eſty, that this Houſe will ever retain the trueſt ſentiments of 


88.“ i 
1 crown - 


in happier times. The gratitude of this Houſe to Heaven 


de for them during the preſent reign, or the life of the 
vall 


and attachment to a Queen—to whom this nation owes ſo mae · 


- 2. P 


7? 


7 
5 
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PAR LI A.M E NTARY A.. 1778, 
crown during the life of his preſent Majefty, and his next 
brother, I defire to be ſet by ht, if I have miſtated che 
bill, which has juft been read to the Houle, ' © 
Lerd Nerth, Tord North n faig, he honourable gentleman i; 

certainly fight. The King will not be obliged to make an 
provifion by this bill for any os of the royal l n 
n his o] n life and that of Duke of Glouceſter, 
1210 added, 
Mr. rn. 1 0 bea Sif, 5 et Houſe, that in this reſpect the bil 
1 imperte e fon To the younger branches of 
e 11 at 50 18 a0 lu immediate certain” proviſion, but 
to take effet at 0 future p period. They are left at the pre: 
ſent m drank ithout the alle fixed revenue or ſupport, 
15 85 ent of the erowh. The ſovereign makes no grant 
7 8 (takin 3 $04 „ without his confegt, during his mi- 
nority, © æ pa he hereditary revenue of the Pinner of 
Wales 5 the Ta * of his brothers, liſters, 
and tlic mort femote braviches. 
"Thee camp e f this generoſity is not given by the father 
; and che Viele to his firſt ſubject, although it comes in 
tie mode of a paternal precept. We leave them now in 2 
tine bf The moſt abſolũte dependence on the crown, on the 
ice of the fovereign, or perhaps the mercy of the mini: 
ſer. The bin, therefore, in my opinion, oyght to be ex: 
tended ta Aſtttſement of che ſame revenues %o' take place 
iminediately, ak d to Lt ſecured by the fulleſt arliamentary 


gfantz frre“ The 'ftrong ties of Blbgd' in the fic 
de: FN 10 8 caſe REA. powerfully! with the Wife 
0 ira 105 5 Imay furely, Sir, leave in all ſafety to the 
ſer ea Ty i; crown IR acceptable Aa feryice 0 the beſt of 


4 * f'p ce, Si a . 
crcumftance, of the utmoſt importance ſeems ou 


3 8 alion to have Rien entirely neglected by miniſter, 
* 1 05 tha t the children of his Majefty? s ner 

5 Dyke 55 Glouceſter, are recognized and pro; 

44 p bY ak Dy Bill, before there has been a notification it 

Way to Pa Pafliantent, Arg: to the public, of his royal high 
ee I have not, Sir, the leaſt doubt of the %e 
gahty,of that marriage, hut 1 know that ſtrang doubts bar 
for merh deen entertained, even by ſome of th te 1281 mi 
niſters,.. I noblen Lord with ihe. blue nie Is as ill 10; 
farmed anz this ſuhieck as he has beep all, along reſpectis 
Amerika, when he ventures. ta aſſert, hat na man now. 


1 4225 


i WW the leaſt doubt remaining. In conſequence of the general 
e Incertainty in the minds of the nation a very few years ago, 

the prigy Fopneal entered upon the enquiry of the legality 
of the Duke of Glouceſter's marriage. They received 
7 evidence, which, it is reported, ſatisfied them; but as that 
- MWcvidence has never been communicated to either Houſe of 
„ Parliament, a degree of ſcepticiſin I know has continued. 

| wiſh it removed, It will be undoubtedly, when Parlia- 
nent ſhall be treated by miniſters with reſpe&, when the 
f great council of the nation ſhall be furniſhed with the 
it proofs, which flaſhed conviction on the minds of the privy 
council. The repreſentatives of the people, Sir, have 
u Wiirely a right to examine into every thing reſpecting the 
t, Wucce!ſion to the imperial crown of theſe realms, becauſe they, 


i- ia conjunction with tlie other two branches of the legiſla- 


of ure, have by an expreſs * act of Parliament the power to 
5, Wmake laws and ſtatutes of ſufficient force and validity ta. 
lmit and bind the crown, and the deſcent, limitation, in- 

er beritance, and government thereof, The maintaining the 
contrary doctrine by writing or printing is declared a ſpe- 
cies of high treaſon, and whatever ſlayiſh poſitions of + 
—— | - hereditary, 


— 


8 


6 Anne, ch. vii. s. 1. 
+ It is neceſſary ſometimes to remind the tools of an arbitrary 
hurt, that there can be no right to the imperial crown of theſe 


would be ſtronger in the houſe of Savoy, and even in that of Bour- 


he ving ſhort genealogical table. 
3 £45 1. | 1. | 
| Charles I. James I. 
Nn N 2, : 2 
Heariets Maria, Ducheſs. of Elizabeth, EleQreſs Palatine, 
nn Orleans. ö . Queen of Bohemia. 
dk 42. b 83. | 
luna Maria, Ducheſs ; I Sophia, Electreſs of Brunſ- 
davoy, wife of Victor | wick. 
Amadeus II. proteſted: | | 
1700. f ö 
Houſe of Savoy. | 
3 55 RY 
Ma je- Adelaide, Ducheſs EL George I. ; 
of Burgundy, afterwards Houſe of Brunſwick, 


Dauphineſe. 


Houſe of Bourbon. 


realms but a parliamentary right. The mere hereditary right 


jon, than in the Brunſwick Line, This will appear from the fol- 
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unt. 


intituled, Hiſtoric Doubts on the Life and Reign of King Ri- 


PARLIAMENTARY Am. 
hereditary, divine, indefeiſable right may be adopted in Ife. 
deſpotic countries, and by modern courtiers here, the peo, Whpec 
ple of England in general conſider their crown as the fres ¶ ice 

ift of the nation on their own terms and conditions}. We Wed, 
2 that the crown is not in the gift of the reigaing Miro 
prince. He is only tenant for life, if he obſerves the origi» Wyo 
nal compact. | | 
The people, Sir, in conſequence, poſſeſs the right to be 
informed of whatever reſpects the ſucceſſion. All we know 
as to the marriages of the King's brothers amounts to this, 
that they were private and clandeſtine, and that no proof 
of their legality has hitherto been given to the nation. The Nite. 
proofs of thoſe marriages ought to be communicated to Par- 
liament, while the parties are ſtill alive, and the witneſſet 
with us to be examined. The facts may now be aſcertained 
with preciſion. If any doubts have been ſuggeſted in this rhe: 
age, they may be removed by thoſe living witneſſes, to ext 
whom no recourſe can be had in ſucceeding times. I regret f t! 

that there are ſo many hiſtoric doubts in our ate . Þo 
| erity 


— 


ad. * 


— — 


If the Parliament had not changed the order of ſucceſſion to the * b 
crown, the houſe of Savoy would have ſucceeded, for their right 
is derived from the daughter of Charles I. whereas the Brunſwick 
line are deſcended from the daughter of James I. a degree more Ind fc 
removed. The gift of the crown is in the Parliament, in the peo- hve | 
ple by their repreſentatives. .. i 

t. The firſt king of the houſe of Brunſwick appeared to de- 
knowledge this with gratitude, when he took for the motto of hi 
coronation medal, Yolentes per populos, The motto of the preſem T4 
King, Patriæ ovanti, was not fo happily choſen. The ovation is 
deſcribed as the ſmaller triumph, ot which the poor ſacrifice was 
2 ſheep, ovis. It ſhould ſeem almoſt prophetic of the Amenicat ſul 
war, for Aulus Gellius tells us, owandi, ac non triumpbandi, "lit 
cauſa eſt, quum aut bella non rite indicta, neque cum juſlo hofie geſts Mule, 


At the ovation a crown of myrtle, not of laurel, was uſed. The It pal 
ſame learned Roman ſays, ** quod non Martius, ſed quaſi Veneriit 
quidam triumphus foret.” This too may ſeem prophetic of the 
preſent reign, and of the numerous royal progeny, _ 

* Mr. Horace Walpole publiſhed in 1968, an excellent quarts, 


ehard the Third. The intent of this ſpeech ſeems to be the pre- 
yention of all hiftoric doubts on the events of the reign of George 
the Third, Mr, Walpole ſays, page 40, the doubts on the 
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ſterity has this juſt claim on the preſent generation, that our 
telds may not be again deluged with the blood of a brave 
 Mocople in a fatal civil conteſt. Should the ſmalleſt degree of 
| Wicepticiſm now exiſt, the progreſs of it, if not timely check- 


ed, is known to be rapid, and jt will acquire ſtrength even 
from the general deſtroyer, Time. The fulleſt light opght 
now. to be thrown on a tranſaction hitherto covered with 
glouds and darkneſs. 5 5 


1 
N 
© 41 
by, 
by 
* 
2 


This enquiry, Sir, I likewiſe conſider as a point of natio- 
aal honour and juſtice to ſeveral foreign princes, who are al- 


lied by marriage to the crown of Great Britain, The 
houſe of Naſſau, to whom we owe the reſtorer of our vio- 
ted conſtitution, the king of Denmark, the princes of 
prunſwick and Heſſe, and others of the proteſtant line, art 
actually in the parliamentary entail of the crown. They 
all think that we are procezding in a very irregular manner, 
hen we make ſettlements on the children of the King's 
ext brother, as legal heirs of the crown after the children 


0 
t Wt the King, before the marriage of his royal highneſs has: 
-en publicly recognized. | | 0 
y WW vir, in this bill I ſhould have been happy if there had: 


en a clauſe reſpecting her royal highneſs the Ducheſs of 
louceſter, for whom no eſtabliſhment is mentioned, altho? 
e bill contains a proviſion for her two children. The ho- 
our of the nation, and the ſplendor of the Britiſh crown, 


& Wl! upon us to proceed to aſcertain an adequate proviſion, 
re Ind for life, for the wives of the royal brothers. It would 
0- re naturally taken place in a bill of this nature, conſecra- 


„eee PG EN r „ r 
n 25 „ 586 * 
ae + + xe inks rat > = OTE ITY 1 TEC 


d to the Brunſwick line, the elected of Heaven, and the 
ple, as the protectors of our liberties, if miniſters had 
opted the ſame liberality of ſentiment, which peryades 
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i nation. Is this Parliament doomed, Sir, to countera& j 
Is FR ed, | 

12 WW: Viſhes of a whole Ringers ? or is it meant to attempt 
as ſubjecting every branch of the royal family to the ſame F 
di, W'ility, which has characteriſed the preſent majority in this | 
fs Mouſe, . 5 = 
— Where is not, Sir, a private gentleman among us who has | 
"be t painful ideas, from the precarious ſituation of the two 3 
ins bee 1 i 2 
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dity of Edward's marriage were better grounds for Richard's 
ceedings than aſperſion of his mother's honour, On that in- 
ity he claimed the crown, and obtained it; and with ſuck 
concurrence, that the nation was uncoubtedly on his q 
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ducheſſes, almoſt unparalleled in any family of di. 
ſtinction. They have ſtill to expect, from the fnerited Mo 
eſteem of the nation, an eſtabliſhment adequate to their 
high rank, and the additional luſtre it has received from their 
enexceptionable, I might ſay, exemplary conduct. I hope r 
fach a proviſion will be made, and I am very happy that 
the worthy barenet [Sir James Lowther] near me has gir. 
en the Houſe aſſurances of his moving it in Parliament, if 
it contiaues to be neglected by adminiſtration. The mo- 
tion wilt come from him with weight and dignity, nor can 
there bo a doubt of his generous endeavours being crowned" 
with ſucceſs. THEN F þ 
To facilitate, Sir, ſo important a buſineſs, the previouiſ 
ſtep I have mentioned ſeems neceſſary. Every communiea 
tion ought to be made to Parliament, which can elucidate 
matter at prefent obſcure, that we may know the ſure e 
ounds on which we proceed. We ſhall then be in poſſeſ. 
on of thoſe clear proofs alluded to, without which I do no 
think we can with propriety enter - upon that clauſe of the 
bill in your hand, bir, which reſpects the deſcendants of the ob 
Duke of Glouceſter. I therefore hope, Sir, for the con 
currenee of the Houſe in a motion for & an humble and du 
tiful addreſs to the King, that his Majeſty would be graci ant 
ouſly pleaſed to order the proofs of the marriages of tbeiſ he. 
royal highneſſes the Dukes of Glouceſter and Cumberland 
to be laid before this Houſe,” 15 - 
14. I-nbem, Lord Irnbant ſeconded the motion. His Lordfhip aid! 
| though on ſome perſonal confiderations it muſt be diſagree 
able to me to ſpeak on this bill, yet as it is not of a privat mi 
nature, but concerns the honour and juſtice of the natio 
at large, I return thanks to the honourable member for Hen 
motion, and wiſh the marriages of their royal highneſſ rel; 
the Dukes of Glouceſter and Cumberland to be fully in" : 
veſtigated, eſtabliſhed, and circumſtantially proved to ii 
Parliament and the nation. The right honourable membt 
[Mr. Rigby] ſays, © Who doubts the legality of the Du 
of: Glouceſter's marriage? Sir, I ſhould have been | 
ſurpriſed at hearing that ſpoken by any other member tb c 
one of the privy council, who muſt either fait in His mem qt 
ry, or agree with me, that reports prevailed that there ve 
doubts of ſufficient proof being eſtabliſhed, before the LE la 
Chancellor, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and the Bifi Ju 
of Londen, ſent to Glouceſter houſe to examine into i 
| Marriag 
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hartiage of his royal highneſs the Duke of Glouceſter, by 


order of the privy council. 1 

It beth rs ajee.# it is now avowed in Parliament, that 
hey, neither found certificate nor any living evidence to 
proye the marriage. That upon the report to the privy 
ouncil, the entry was made in the book © legally marri- 
ed ;” but the privy council determined to leave the word 
ally out. Several occurrences followed, which, tended to 
create doubts in men's minds, ſuch as ſending a meſſage to 
Glouceſter-houſe, upon the Ducheſs proving with child, to 
propoſe to them to be married again, and afterwards refuſing 
o bury a child of the Duke of Glouceſter's in Weſtminſter 
abbey. Theſe reports were propagated, by the miniſters; 
|; it therefore decent or parliamentary, that the ſame mini- 
ſters, without firſt quieting the minds of his majeſty's ſub- 
ects, and lay ing the evil ſpirit. which themſelves had raiſed, 
mould in a moment make Parliament decifively cut off the 
egal ſucceſſion of the houſe of Hanover. 1 was not the 
perſon to doubt the marriage, and therefore I call for proofs 
o be laid before Parliament. I believe miniſters acted in 
is inſolent manner, in order to have a better pretence for 
nſultirig the Ducheſs of Glouceſter, and to refuſe her 2 
maintenarices It likewiſe anſwered their purpoſes abroad, 
hhere the ſame miniſters that now declare there never was 
doubt of tlie Dukes' marriages; dared to repreſent to their 
tmbaſſadors and envoys; that no ſuch marriages were eſta- 
iſhed in Englanc. 5 5 
My wiſlies are that our benevolence towards the royal 
amily may be open, generous, and in a public ſpirited line, 
coming the nation and the Parliament. But by coneeal- _ 
nent of facts, we may raiſe ſuſpicions in the minds of thoſe © 
oreign princes included in the ſucceſſion, whoſe alliance we 
tow ſtand in need of, patticularly the prince of Brunſwick; 
ho led our arms to victory laſt war, and ovght always to 
e honoured and reſpected by Great Britain. The opiniohs 
f the privy. council are liable to change frequently and 
rantonly— they have given us many recent proofs, I have 
o commands nor inſtructions from the Duke of Cumber- 
ad to aſſert it, but am ſure he neither can nor ought to 
aye an objection to lay ing the proofs of his marriage before 
arlament. New miniſters may create new doubts. Let 
be junto who raiſed ſuch dangerous reports quiet men's 
minds, not ſimply by their proceedings in Parliament this 
Vol. IX. "ug day, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 
day, but by ſome public act to recognize both tiidrriages if 
duly verified: and out of reſpect to the nation, if they 
have none for the princes of the blood, it muſt then be 
their duty to make a proviſton for the Dukes to enable then 
to ſupport their wives, as well as to maintain their children, 
He inſiſted, that in full confidence of the ſufficiency of the 
teſtimony upon theſe marriages, it would be to the honour 
and advantage of both Ducheſles, that the facts in prog 
ſhould be eftabliſhed by the proper national enquiry, which 
were the Houſes of Parliament. | ; 

Mr. 7. Mr. T. Townſhend wiſhed the motion to be withdrawn 
Townſhend. for fear it ſhould widen the breach, inſtead of healing it. He 
wiſhed to ſee all the branches of the royal family in afluenc 
ſuitable to their high ſtation ; and that unanimity and br. 
. therly affection might make them examples worthy of imit 
tion. He was ſure the noble Lord ſo nearly allied to Cum 
berland Houſe meant well; but feared that his ſeconding the 
motion would prove of bad conſequence to the intereſt of the 
princes. He applauded highly the conduct of the Duke 
Cumberland, in his attention and feeling behaviour toward 
Lord Chatham, on his Lordſhip's late ſudden illneſs in thi 
Houſe of Lords. He thought both princes had virtues and 
ſpirit which might, through a reconciliation with the crown 
be employed for the benefit of Great Britain: at the ſame tim 
7 profeſſed himſelf, a ſanguine and able friend to Glouceſte 
ouſe. 
Mr. l. Mr. Walpole ſaid, the name he bore, made him riſe to expreſ 
ele. his aſtoniſhment that the legitimacy of the Duke of Glouce 
| ſter's children ſhould be doubted by any man. He did nc 
accuſe the noble Lord who ſeconded the motion : he though 
on the contrary that his Lordfhip being fully ſatisfied, th 
proofs could be brought of the marriage of the Duke « 
Glouceſter, ought from his connection to carry great weight 
and hoped he would adviſe the honourable gentleman [Mr 
Wilkes] to withdraw the motion. 7 
Sir James Lowther ſaid, he was the perſon who moved 
increaſe of income to the two royal Dukes laſt year, on ac 
count of their marriages; which marriages, he was hap} 
to hear ſo fully acknowledged by the miniſters, That he 
commended the moſt proper public act for acknowledgin 


1 


Sir James 
Lewthber. 


thoſe -1ald's Up by an immediate ſuitable proviſion for thei. 


royal Higneſſes the Ducheſſes of Glouceſter and Cumt 


land; and if minifters did not move it, he would. He obſ1l 
10 : s 


4. 1778. VT 
red, that ſomething ought to have been done for the Duke 
f Cumberland, as well as forzhis brother; but recommend- 
d to withdraw the motion for the preſent, 

Mr. Witkes withdrew his motion.“ 
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Mr. Powys moved, that for the more effectually procu- Mr. Pewys, 
ing a reconciliation between Great Britain and her colonies, 
t may be neceſſary to give further inſtructions to the com- 
niffioners who are to be appointed by his Majeſty: to go to 

America. = 

Mr. Pultney thought the motion injurious to the commiſ- Mr.Pukng, 
joners. A number of men had raiſed themſelves in the co _ 
pies, from obſcurity to grandeur, from poverty toxriches, 
nd from ſervitude to power; they had the reins of their 
ew government in their hands, which muſt be wreſted from 
em; it was reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that they would inſiſt 
pon it, and, if not overcome by the ſuperior voice of the 
people, would preſerve it. Such a reſolution as that moved 
x, would give them the faireſt argument to perſuade the 
xople, and independency muſt be the conſequence, But 
e did not deſpair of the ſucceſs of the commiſſion, He 
elieyed the tone of the Americans, in general, was againſt 
dependency, They had been in a manner forced into 
meaſure, which they had not approved of, and it was even 
arried in the Congreſs by one or two voices. It was even 
aſonable, arguing from motives of intereſt, to ſuppoſe that 
hey would prefer dependency, to independency. Secured from 
ation; relieved from the fear of having any ſhare in the 
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* Notwithſtanding the importance of the bufineſs, it was hurried 
y adminiſtration thro* both Houſes with extraordinary precipitation, 
rd North delivered the meſſage from the King on the 8th of April. 
bill was ordered to be prepared and brought in on the ſame day, 
Ide bill appeared in the Houſe on the roth, (Friday); was read 
firſt and ſecond time, and committed. April 13, (Monday) the 
ouſe reſolved itſelf into the committee, went thro? the bill, re- 
eired the report of the committee, and ordered the bill to be in- 
roſſed. The bill was on April 14 read a third time, paſſed, and 
ent to the Lords. April 1 J the Commons received a meſſage 
dm the Lords, by the Lord chief baron Skynner, and Mr. ba- 
Won Hotham, that the Lords had agreed to the bill. On the 16th 
tf April, the eight day only after the meſſage of the crown, the 
ill received the royal afſent. N 5 
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aggreflors. In a war with juſtice on our fide, what woul 


» gregate riches of Britain were not leſs than a thouſand mil 


burtlien of our debt; protected during war by our ſtrengt 
and cultivated during peace by our arts — with theſe advanta 
ges joined to dependency, could they wiſh to be indepen. 
dent? It was not reaſonable, that men, attentive. to their 
intereſts, would forfeit ſecurity and protection, for dange 
and the chimerical notions of nominal grandeur. But it 
hurt him to hear a propoſition urged in that Houſe ſo de. 
ſtructive to the welfare of Britain, Would not the inde 
pendency of America be the eve of their adyancement int, 
a flouriſhing naval power? Their fituation commanding ; 
ſpecies of fuperiority over all the earth, they would for 
rival Europe in arts, as well as grandeur, and their power 
in particular would rear . itſelf on the decay of ours. Ar 
we them ſo loſt to all the feelings of patriotiſm, that with ; 
wantoly Band we would lay the foundation ſtone of a bloc. 
kade againſt our own exiſtence? We were able yet to re 
duce America, if ſhe ſhould be unwiſe enough to refuk 
our offers. Efforts' would then be made very different fron 
the former. We had till then been engaged in a wrong 
cauſe ;. our miniſters had been cruel, unjuſt, and unconſtitu 
tional in their demands, and the hearts of the people wen 
not im the meaſures adopted. But now the injuſtice woul 
change fides, and if they refuſed, they only would be th 


not Britain perform? The national ſpirit was not exindt 
ind that was the bulwark of Britain. The ftate of the 
funds and finances had been introduced as reaſons for evad 
mg a war. An enquiry into the internal oppulence of thi 
country would extinguiſh every fear of that kind, Theag 


hons.. Fhe national debt was only one hundred and forty 
ſix millions; a ſeventh part of the wealth of the kingdon 
Flow then could we be fo diſtreſſed in our finances? In cak 
of national occaſion, we ſhould have reference to the fund: 
mental property of the nation, and all Europe would won 
der at our refovrces, and tremble at our power. 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he had formed a decided opinion upon it 
and if he ſhould happen in his ſentiments to differ from WG 
venerable character, which he honouttd and revered, thei 


ject, and his judgment was formed upon logical, as well hen, 
425 7 3 i . a natuſ beg 
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natural reaſoning and deduction, The dependency of. Ame-- 
tea he thought impoſſible, from our fituation, as well as, 
MM from the nature of the object, to regain, She had: joined. 
ol yith France in an amicable and commercial treaty. The 
e latter had recognized her independency,, and they were 
i both bound in gratitude to defend one another, againſt our, 
MM icentment on the one hand, or our attempt to break. it on, 
Ml the other. If by conceſſion or coercion we attempted; to re- 
cover the dependency of America, we had, the powers of 
France and America, and perhaps Spain, to encounter with. 
olf we attempt to puniſh France for recognizing the indepen= 
ef &ncy-. of America, America joins. her, and, we have in ei- 
der caſe two, if not three powers to combat with. It is proba» 
ble; that the greateſt part of Europe will join in the recog- 
pizance. - Gratitude on the one hand, and obligation, on 
the. other, will tie, them in one bond, and we muſt experi- 
ence the joint efforts of all, if we attack one. If, on the 
gontrary, the committee a 


the independency of America, we ſhall be no longer bound 


t puniſh the European powers, who haye already, or wha 
may do the ſame ; and we may probably ſecure a larger ſhare 


1 of the commerce of the Americans, by a perpetual. alliance 
en a fœderal foundation, much more beneficial than. a nomi- 
Wal dependence, He could not avoid, however, lament 
io bear that language at this day uſed in the Houſe of Com- 


mons that the Americans were not in general inclined to 
the , ELD . . 7 
independence. Could any thing be more diſtant from pro- 


trary k. Had not the proyinces, one and all, entered into the 


indeßendency; and had not. even thouſands of them, in the 
province of Carolina, as. well as others, taken an oath be- 
ſore Heaven to maintam-it? The Congreſs and the people 
yere the ſame. Diſtinct opinions, party. diſtractions, and 
liſunited intereſts, had not been formed in America, with 
egard to the great point in which, by their unanimity, they 
Pave ſucceeded, He laughed to hear the. contrary ; but 
boped ſincerely that the honourable. gentleman near him, 


ore ſolid grounds of dependence, and more rational hopes 
If ſucceſs. He viewed the dependency of America as 3 


rher than the miniſter. He underſtood that the appoint- 
Hent of governors, and other officers by the crown, was an 


gree to the motion, and recognize 


tability, ? Had we not ſeen every proof exhibited to the con- 


moſt folemn bond not to depart from, or reſcind their vote of 


[Governor Johnſtone)! and the other commiſſioners, had 
natter of very little moment to any part of this country, 


cet of their contemplation, which they eſteemed of con- 
| : 6 l ſequence. 
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had for nothing, to propagate a ſpirit of manufacture and 
the tiller and planter, and the country might, in ſome fu: 


be the Britain of the world. He reverted to the argumeot 


of + *% 
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ſequence. It was meant, he ſuppoſed, as an addition to the f 
weight in the ſcale of government, and this circumſtance : 
deſerved the moſt ſerious attention of the Houſe, The the Ml; 
eſtates of Parliament can no longer be the ſecurity and de. b 
fence of our conſtitution, than when they remain in an Mz 
equipoiſe with regard to one another. If one preponderates, I th 
the executive over the legiſlative, or the legiſlative over the MW er 
executive, the ſuperſtructure muſt fall. It was a melan. MW 
choly, but a certain truth, that the power of the executive i ot 
had been gradually exerting itſelf to a predominancy for M tr: 


ſome years paſt, and its growth was already threatening to Ml ſu 
our conſtitutional exiſtence. The further advantage that MW of 
would be thrown into the ſcale, by the weight of America, car 
would give maturity to its growth, and perpetual dominion tha 
to it over the legiſlative; becauſe, by the exemption from Ine 
taxation, no degree of weight whatever was added to the Hof 
legiſlative ſtate. Taxes are fo far neceſſary to our conſtitu- exp 
tion, as that they engage the people narrowly to watch and Wthe) 
reſiſt the influence of the crown, Their lives and properties tall 
can only be in danger if the crown becomes deſpotic. A due 


ſreurity againſt that danger deſtroys their fears; and not 
being concerned in the advancement or depreſſion of the 
crown, they do not regard its progreſs. Good God ! then, 
could Britons awake, and, ſenſible of the danger ariſing from 
the predominancy of the executive power, wilfully throw ſo 
great an addition of ſtrength into it, as the power of ap. 
8 the officers to the government of America muſt 
eceſſarily create? Had we not appointments, douceurs, 
finecures, penſions, titles, baubles and ſecret-ſervice money 
enough already? Did not the creatures of government ſwarm 
in every department, and muſt we add to their number! He 
could not ſee that American independency would ſo ſoon 
riſe as the honourable gentleman imagined, to maritime pres 
eminence. They could have no inducement to hunt for 
territory abroad, when the extent they poſleſſed quietly 
would be more than they could occupy and cultivate. They 
would find no advantages of conqueſt equal to thoſe of ag: 
culture; and remembering that man, in his nature, has 
predilection for the enjoyment of landed propertys they 
would find it impoſkble, in a country were land was to d 


commerce. Every American, more or leſs, would become 
ture and diſtant period, be the Arcadia, but it could neve 


* of 


4:47 DEBATES 


of the honourable gentleman near him, in regard to the 
Wl finances of this country. He never was more ſurprized than 
> WH to hear a man of ſenſe, of reading and argument, introduce 
a puerility. The internal opulence of the country might 
de introduced as a figure of ſhew, to delude the ignorant into 
| WH an extravagant idea of our reſources; but men muſt know 
„chat it was a mere deluſion. If we are reduced to ſuch an 
e emergency as to have reference to the fundamental opulence, 


ſo may our enemy; and compariny the one refource with the 


ether, we muſt acknowledge that theirs, in that reſpect, is 
r MW treble to our own. Our natural reſources, he knew, were 
» WH ſuperior to thoſe of our enemy, in proportion to the extent 
t of country; but we ought to remember, that theirs were 
„capable of more improvements without hurting the people 

than ours. Would the miniſters aboliſh the extravagant 
n Wnethod of collecting their revenues, the voluptuous manner 
e Wof expending them, and the enormous extent of the royal 
- Wexpenditure, what a ſuperiority, in point of revenue, might 
d Withey not effect? He condemned the conciliatory act as to- 
s tally inadequate to the object, and declared, that if it pro- 
A duced any good end he ſhould attribute it ſolely to the in- 


of Wfuence of the honourable and worthy gentleman (Governor 
de Johnſtone) who was laſt joined in the commiſſion, He 
n, Whoped the committee would conſider ſeriouſly of the matter 
m before them; there had been enough of treaſure waſted in 


ain; and that they might not waſte more on a fruitleſs 
nadequate commiſſion, he begged them to extend the po- 
vers, and ſecure the ſucceſs, He could not avoid, he ſaid, 


is, rerting to the conduct of the miniſtry, in regard to the 
French aggre//ion. He knew not from whence the word 
rmWcame, but he ſuppoſed it meant iſult. He and others were 


termed puſilanimous, becauſe they attempted to ſtorm the tor- 
nt of rage and . bravery, that ruſhed from the boſoms of 
de miniſtry on that occafion—they were called puſillanimous, 
Rcauſe they were calm; but could they not now, with 
louble energy, reverberate the term on thoſe men who had 
onfeſſed the nation was inſulted ; who had made the Kin 
nd the Parliament of England confeſs that they were in- 
ulted; and who, for a whole month, had pocketed the 
nſult, without preparing to puniſh it, or taking a ſingle 
tep for the defence of the nation? His noble friend, who 
ad been termed puſilanimous, for adviſing the miniſtry. to 
date their rage, though he would not, by a previous con- 
uct, have brought the nation to a neceſſity. of declaring 
| | 5 1 | that 


_— — I. 
n 


re 
Sou that 1 * * „ IR nn 4 8 — * 1 
N 3 
* 4 fro L I < * ” . * - * 
— - + 28 0 1 
n * r 1 
— 1 — EEE EST _—_—_— \ —— 
— — —_ 
— 2 Oe. De - 


— n 

P_ + — =w 

a Ker. 
2 X K 9 

+45. - 
Fox 
_ SOIT 8 

— — 


q 
Ss 4. e,7 « *, w 


9 


83 
Ky | 


2 
mou * 7 . os 
E EF > 4 
III JED De 


4 
as oy — — e 1 2 


E _ 
r 


2. K 
1 


% — 
RR 


Ire — T OG — 
n 
- - +4 — — 45 — 


—— — 
ods by 
= 4 
- = RY 
2 
RE k 
a * 
- 
-» A 
- 4 
* 


ES 


-_ 


— — = — 
2 "kk >, 
by 1 ** 2 
- p 2 : 
Bs Bok eee 
n 
4 2X 2 5 
* : " 2» A © 22 LET. 
r * B 
5 * N * — 82 LY 
* 2 ＋ * . 
= 


Governor 


Jebnftene. 


and if ſo folly in him to ſay that the buſineſs of the com- 
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that they were inſulted ; having once brought them ſo, he 
would inſtantly have revenged the inſult. 2 
le begged the committee to obſerve, that the miniſtry; a 
Zoniſcious of their own anability, were obliged; when they 
wanted ſervice to be performed, to call to their aſſiſtance 
che very men who had condemned their meaſures, and who MI” 
had uniformly deſpiſed them. If a peace was to be nego- 
ciated, or a war to be undertaken, (meaning the appoint. 
ment of Governor Johnſtone in the one caſe, and Admin 


Keppel and Lord Amherſt in the other) they were obliged” 


to employ the men on his ſide of the Houſe. | 
Governor Fohniſlone doubted, whether it might not be 
thought imprudent for him to ſpeak at all in the preſent 
predicament, in which he ſtood ; but however, that he never 
ſhould withold his opinion; he ſaid it would be prefumptuouy 


miſſion would ſucceed. But he thought that he ſaw ſo many 
reaſons for thinking ſo, that he was free to undertake it, 
It was an experiment to be tried: and that he would under. 
take it on the ground, which the late conciliatory as had 
aid: It might be an odd and fingular thing to ſay, but he 
declared freely, that he did not deſire his inſtructions to b 
extended nor enlarged; eſpecially on the point of indepen- 
dency. He looked upon the eſtabliſhing of the indepen- 
deney of America, - as entailing ruin upon this country. 
There were indeed ſome preliminary matters which ai 
thought ftill remained to be ſettled as abſolutely neceffary i 
the ſucceſs of the negotiation of the commiſſioners, 
The firſt was the repealing of the declaratory law: whid 
was downright nonfenſe, as it now: ſtood in our ſtatute books 
after the repeals we have already made. The other was ti 
repeal of the Canada act. He ſaid when theſe obſtacles we 
removed as well as theſe, to the removal of which we 4 
Feady conceded, the Americans could have nothing elſe 
aſk. When they had abſolute. ſecurity in the poſſeſſion oF. 
all their rights, what could they wiſn more? Aſk; any di 
paffionate man, or any indifferent power upon the ea 
-ought they or ought they not, to cloſe with us on the col 
:cefhons-which-we offer? N | f 5 
Moſt certainly they ought. While indeed we denied the 
any rights which they were undoubtedley entitled to; wil 
Wwe with the hand of power, reſtrained them in the exer 
of "thoſe which we even allowed they had; while we mel 
An unjuſt, cruel, fooliſh and. :abominable war, againſt the 
they were united in their oppoſition and reſiſtance to 


and", 


Ind Britain was divided. Half Britain then was oppoſed to 
all America. But now that we offer them ſuch terms as 

they ought to be contented with and to accept, their reſi- 
kance, if they refuſe then, will become poſitive rebellion, and 
cor war will become a ju/? one. It will then be all Bri- 
ain againſt half America. On this ground of independency 

America is greatly divided, Whatever the people in power 

may wiſh and aim at, the great body of the people do 

not wiſh to change the government of Britain, for that 

of the Congreſs. The people of the old ſettled intereſt 
ind property do not wiſh for independency, they rather 
dread it. | | 

Under this ſtate of things; and my information, which I 
pill truſt and ſtand by, tells me that this is the ſtate of 
things ; I do not deſpair of the ſucceſs of the commiſfion 

with the powers it has at preſent, At leaſt it will bear ex- 
periment worth the trial. If they are not actually divided 
im their meaſures, they are yet ſo unſettled in their opinion, 
hat we ought to try whether they will be divided. = 

But even ſuppoſing that the acknowledging the indepen- 
Jency of America ſhould become a right meaſure, I doubt 
yhether this Houſe could declare them independent. Can 
his Houſe take upon it to diſmember the empire? I fay it 
annot, : 

Although I can never agree to the idea of the indepen- 
ency of America, in the ſenſe that gentlemen in this Houſe 

ave taken it up; yet I would not be thought to entertain a 
lope of a dependence, ſuch as others expect. Something 
terhaps of an union between two unequal parties, on terms 
uited to the condition of each, may be had with America, 
let, if they think that France has really and ſincerely. | 
ſifted and ſupported them, and if they have made a recipro- * 
al treaty with France, it cannot be expected, I would not | 
iſh it nor attempt it, that they ſhould make peace with us 
ithout including France in the ſame, But if France has 3 
dicaned them, and by falſe pretences, without really affiſt- | "i 
g them, has drawn them into all the miſeries and diſtreſ- a 
s they ſuffer, and if one can perſuade and convince them 
f that, they ought to thank us for getting them out of their 
ands, and to conclude a peace with us without thinking of 
ole falſe friends. 2 m_ 
Mr. Dundas (Lord Advocate) faid the power of Britain, Mr. Dune 
is ſufficient to check France and recover America; and dass. 
Werefore if America would not accept of the terms now of- 
red, he would offer no other. ; | 


Vol, IX, * Mr. 
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Mr. F. 
Townſhend. 


Lord North. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 18. 


Mr. T. Town/hend thought the motion premature, and Mt 
moved for the chairman leaving the chair. a 

Lord North was againſt making any further conceffions, u 
He ſaid he had reaſon to believe the treaty with France ws, 2 
not ratified by the Congreſs; and as it was certain that Mp 
France had all along cajoled and abuſed them, they were not g. 
under obligation to give them either afliſtance or preference, Wtt 
He believed ſtill that the minds of the people at large wer tb 
inclined to conciliation, and he truſted that the meaſures al. Mit! 
ready adopted would finally effect it. He reverted to the ex. to 
preflion of the honourable gentleman [Mr. Fox] that he du 
was obliged to repair to thoſe who deſpiſed him, when been 
wanted ſervice or advice. He declared that it was his in- Nie 


variable purſuit to ſeek for capable men, without regard tog 


Wffoms, exciſe, ſalt duties, &c. as being concerned in pul 


Houſe. He deſired thoſe acts might be read. Being rea 


their ſituations or political opinions. As to a war with be 
France he thought it unavoidable; at leaſt, very probable. 

Mr. Dunning was againſt the motion. There was ng 
limit in it, he ſaid, nor could it be conſtrued to what it ex- 
tended. He wiſhed to preſerve the dependency of America, 

Sir George Savile ſaid we had been at law with America, 
that America had gained the trial, and would demand couft;, 

The chairman left the chair and there was no diviſion, 

Adjourned to April 13. 
| April 13. 

Sir Philip Jennings Clierke began, by ſaying, he ſhould 
not make any long preface to this motion, as its ow 
merit would be a better advocate, and he truſted it would 
be ſuch as would recommend it to every part of che Houle, 

The people of this country, he ſaid, in all dangers and 
difficulties, were accuſtomed to look up to Parliament fo 
ion, Our anceſtors had maintained many gloriou 
hegles to obtain Parliaments ; and our brethren in Ame 
had profuſely laviſhed away their blood to procure 
afliamentary repreſentation, When King William dell 
reid this country from the. tyranny and oppreſſion of tht 
warts, the firſt thing he did, was to promiſe a Parlia 
it ; but one word was alſo added—it was free; withou 
ch it would have been of no value. He not only prante 
ee Parliament, but many acts paſſed in that reign t 
Ferve and keep them independent. All commiſſioners « 


lic money, were excluded from fitting as members in t 


accordingly, he then ſaid, that a new ſpecies of placemt 


had aroſe ſince that time, more dangerous to the conſtit 
p tion n 


WA. D E B AT E 8. 


1 Wtion, and more prejudicial to the intereſt of the people, than 
any of theſe excluded by thoſe acts. Theſe were people 
who held many lucrative and beneficial contracts under the 
zovernment. - He wiſhed to avoid perſonalities as much as 
poſſible, but he could not help taking ſome notice of the 
gold contract. The noble lord in the blue ribbon had ſaid, 
that two and a half per cent. had been given originally on 
e dat contract; but finding ſome time after, that it extended 
l. itlelf farther than was firſt expected, he lowered the bargain 
\ Mito one and a half per cent, If then it would bear a de- 
del duction of one per cent. it muſt appear to the conviction of 
hefMevery man, that two per cent. would have afforded a ſuf- 
n-Mfcient profit on the firſt bargain. He ſaid, he ſhewed the 
greement to a great merchant in the city of London, and 
he produced and read his opinion, which was, that at com- 
puting the whole at the average price of two per cent. the 
profit amounted to 46,0001. That the uſual and eftabliſhed 
commiſſion among merchants, for remitting money, even in 
ſmall ſums, was no more than half per cent. which on the 
um remitted would amount to 11,500l, ſo that 34,500). 
had been given more than the accuſtomed price, He could 
name many ether inſtances, he ſaid, where very diſadvan- 
tageous bargains had been made for the public; but his re- 
ark, on the whole, was, that members of Parliament 
ould not be contractors, if extraordinary and improper 
advantages were not given them. | 
We ſhould not hear, he ſaid, a member rife up, and aſſure 
he Houſe, he ſold his coals as cheap as any merchant in 
London : another would not engage to furniſh coals; or 
another» not engage to provide ſhoes, He never heard that 


rant away the money of others to enrich themſelves, was 


fort of the motion, but I will only obſerve, that from a 
| 4 2 ſeries 


ere were any taylors or ſhoe- makers in that Houſe: It 
vas impoſſible, he ſaid, not to perceive, that giving theſe 
ontracts to members was an arrant job, and did create a 
langerous influence in that Houſe, which muſt operate 
nuch to the injury of the nation, for the more money was 
aiſed on the public the greater was the profit. to theſe gen- 
emen: they throve upon the ſpoil of their fellow ſubjects. 
\merica would not ſubmit to be taxed by the Parliament of 
ngland, becauſe the more money, ſhe levied upon them, 
he more ſhe exonerated her own burden. We ſeem to be 
mmething in their fituation ; the more money theſe gentle- 
nen vote to be raiſed, the greater will be their profit: to 


proper, Many more arguments might be offered in ſup- 
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ſeries of miſmanagement, the ſituation of this country is 
become very critical and perilous. | 

We are at the edge of a precipice, and, without more n 
public virtue, and better conduct, we muſt inevitably fink, f 
The very being of this country was hazarded, and unle's f 
a total alteration of men and meaſures took place, we were Ne 
devoted to every ſpecies of calamity and ruin, flavery itſelf, M i: 
perhaps, not excepted. a 

The motion I ſhall make you. is this, viz. 

That leave be given to bring in a bill for reſtraining MW 1 
any perſon, being a member of the Houſe vf Commons, Wo! 
from being concerned himſelf, or any perſon in truſt form 
him, in any contract made by the commiſſioners of HisMth 
Majeſty's treaſury, the commiſfioners of the navy, the on 
ard of ordnance, or by any other perſon or perſons, for ſu 
the public ſervice, unleſs the ſaid contract ſhall be made at on 
a public bidding.” wh 

Sir Geerge Sir George Yonge ſeconded the motion, and ſaid it wu pu 
Nee. full time that the Houſe ſhould take the expenditure of tte“, 
public money, and the ſeveral modes of corruption, deviſedMoff 
'X to ſeduce members from their duty, into conſideration, 
Sir Joſep? Sir F Matobey was ſevere upon the contractors in 
_— 2 3 and particularly ſuch of them as had ſeats in tha 
ouſe. 


Mr. Harlky. Mr. Harley ſaid, he wiſhed that the contracts were ſtricty 
enquired into, as he was conſcious that, upon the. moſt rigid 
and ſcrupulous inveſtigation, his would bear the teſt, Said, 
he had been all along conſiſtent, both before and ſince the 
war; that he had always ſupported government upon prin- 
ciple; and had even tiſqued his perſon and life in ſuppo 
of government. He therefore differed widely from the ſen- 

timents of the three worthy baronets who ſpoke before him; 
for he could ſolemly affirm, his vote in Parliament was never 
influenced by any other conſideration but the mere merit of 
the ſeveral queſtions as they aroſe. S 

Mr. Tureer. Mr, Turner ſaid, the preſent queſtion would prove the 
teſt of miniſters, and their friends in that Houſe ; for it 
ſteered a middle path. It did not merely exclude contracton 
for being contractors in a fair, open, equitable manner 
but for being cloſet contractors, for being private plunder 
ers; for _—_— into a conſpiracy with a corrupt admini 

+ tration to plunder their country; and either ſhare the ſpol 
with the reſt of the public conſpirators, or with ſome other 
more remote from the public eye, and from national obſer- 
vation, . Mr 

. | 4 
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Mr. A. Bacon ſaid, he was a merchant, and had honeſtly Mr. A. 5 

ſerved an apprenticeſhip for ſeven long years to an eminent cen. 

merchant ; and when he had contracts, he fulfilled them 


Dre 
ik, fairly and honeſtly, Said, he had often voted againſt mini- 
fs Ml fiers, and voted for the repeal of the ſtamp act; he could not 
ere ¶ conceive why contractors ſhould be treated in ſo unbecom- 


and not fit for human ſociety ! 

Sir Cecil! Mray ſaid, he always diſliked private contracts. 
The preſent motion was not againſt the perſons or characters 
of contractors, but to prevent the foul deeds imputed ta 


for miniſters, and men ſuppoſed to be leagued together to rob 
His the public. The miniſter, if he conſidered properly his 
the MW own intereſt, reputation, and perſonal fatisfation, ought to 
for MW ſupport the preſent motion. Thoſe who wiſhed to contract, 
ton the other hand, would be relieved from all that obloquy, 


public, in a private manner. 

Colonel Barrs ſaid, contracts ought to be open, and 
offered to the higheſt bidder. The gentlemen riſe one by 
one, and ſay, I am not influenced; I have voted ſome- 
times one way, * ſometimes another,” This, however muſt 
be taken upon the bare credit of the honourable gentlemen. 
| have indeed obſerved, that gentlemen of this deſcription, 
when bills for laying duties on ſhips going out or coming 
into harbours, or to build or repair piers, or for paſſing 
light-houſes, ſometimes differ from adminiſtration, but upon 
no other, that I can recollect, during a very long know- 
ledge of this Houſe, 


man in that Houſe who roſe in a very haughty tone, avowed: 
bis independence; yet, upon further enquiry, he diſcovered. 
hat this ſame independent gentleman turned out to be in 
poſſeſſion of a private contract, which brought him in thirty 
lhouſand pounds a year. He owned he ſuſpected it at the 
ime; and it was that ſuſpicion led him to the diſcovery of 
e fact. Said, be was himſelf a contractor with the pub- 
ie; and was actually entered into a contract with twenty 
ſerſons; (*) ſaid, he did not know how he ſhould get out 
f it, or rather, how he ſhould die in it; not for fear of any 
erſonal violence, but how he ſhould get his dinner. He 


* The ſelect committee for enquiring into the expenditure of 
be public money. == 4 
en 


The colone! next obſerved, that he remembered a gentle- 


ing, nay, contemptuous a manner—as if they were monſters, 


Sir Cecil 
Wray. 


which neceſſarily follows the preſent mode of ſerving the 


Col. Barre 
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and ſuppoſe the treaſury board ſhould meet after the ſaid 


ſhould, through neglect, forget, or purpoſely omit, to men- 
tion a ſyllable of this cloſet contract —ſuppoſe, I ſay, not: 


Lord Nertb. 


made any contracts, he made them for the public benefit; 


Lora G. 


, Who, with ſo much power and perſuaſion, had delivered to 


PARLIAMENTARY A.M, 


then made ſeveral ſevere alluſions to contracts and contrac- 
tors ſaid, the public money had been ſhamefully and trai. 


terouſly laviſhed. He ſaid, ſuppoſe a miniſter, during the MI, 
receſs of the treaſury board, ſhould ſend for a contractor, 
and give him a large contract, in which the nation was to 
be plundered of thirty or forty thouſand pounds, or more; 


receſs ; and that after this cloſet arrangement the miniſter 


ſingle iota of the contract ſhould be mentioned; ſurely this 
muſt be a private contract with a witneſs; and the miniſter 
muſt be entitled to the- public thanks of his country. 
Lord North replied, that the facts alluded to by the ho- 
nourable gentleman, would come before the Houſe properly 
authenticated, from the fele&t committee. He therefore 
wiſhed gentlemen would ſuſpend their opinions till the whole 
matter came properly before the Houſe. He ſaid, if he had 


and if they bad turned out otherwiſe, it was not his fault; 
at leaſt, whatever he had done, he did for the beſt. He 
ſeemed to diſapprove of the motion. 8 

Lord George Gordon ſaid, that he was ſorry to differ in Hure 
opinion with the noble contractor in the blue ribband, the 
right honourable privy counſellor contractor, and the reſt of 
the honourable contractors on the other {ide the Houſe, who 
had delivered their ſentiments in oppoſition to the motion, 
He took the liberty of riſing to declare his hearty concurrence 
with the very reſpectable and eloquent members near him, 


ſhe Houſe unanſwerable arguments for giving their aſſent to 
ring in the bill. | | 

That, having mentioned the noble lord as the head of the 
contractors, he would take the liberty of inſtancing one ex- 
ample of it in very few words to the Houſe. not] 
He ſaid, that noble lord was the greateſt of all contractor n 
he was a contractor for men; a contractor for your floch t o 
Mr. Speaker, [addreſſing himſelf to the chair] a contractoWoye 
for the repreſentatives of the people; that noble lord pro m 
pans to give a place of a thouſand a year, provided a noblqh 

uke would prevail on the moſt inſignificant member in tha 
Houſe to vacate his ſeat in Parliament 

The noble Duke behaved like a man upon the "occaſion 
like a friend, like a brother; he rejected the villainous profy « 
poſition that noble Lord had the aſſurance to make. ered 


H 
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, He then told the Houſe, he was not acquainted with the 
+ Wrnoble Lord; he had never ſpoke to him; he had never the 
e WW honour of being introduced to him; but he ſincerely wiſhed 


„ him to ſave his country and his own life; deſired him to call 


off his butchers and ravagers from the colonies; to retire 
with the reſt of his Majeſty's evil adviſers from the public 
government, and make way for honeſt and wiſer counſellors ; 
to turn from his wickedneſs and live; it was not yet too 
late to repent ; the public clamour for revenge was not yet 


defeated in America. | 

After thanking the Houſe for their attention, he ſaid he 
vould not treſpaſs any longer at that time on their kind in- 
lulgence. 


alluded to was a villainous propoſition ; and objected to the 
vord villainous, as highly unparliamentary and improper, 


oble Lord, or any man, to deny the veracity of what he 

ad related, and left it to the breaſt of every member in the 

ouſe to apply an epithet more ſuitable to a treaty of that na-. 

ure, with brother for brother. | 1 

The queſtion was called for and the Houſe divided; for 

e motion 71, againſt it 50. FS 
April 14. 


and forces and marines, 4 
Mr. Turner obſerved, that the act of impreſſing was ſo 
ary to the ſyſtem of our liberty, that he could not ſee an expe- 
ent brought into Parliament anſwering to that end, without 
t leaſt rendering it as eaſy as poſſible to the ſubject. He 
iſhed to ſee no one man preſſed into the ſervice who was 
ſeful to ſociety 3 and he was convinced, that among men of 
nother deſcription enough might be found to ſatisfy the. 
nergency of the times. Smugglers, for inſtance, were a 
t of men injurious to the community, and therefore he 
ved, that all men detected in ſmuggling any prohibited 
mmodity, to a leſs amount than forty pounds, ſhould be 
Wpreſſed, in lieu of any other puniſhment or penalty that. 
Wc law had provided. This amendment paſſed, _ 


u of their detention, ſhould be expunged, and in place 
ereof that each man diſcharged as an improper. object, 
| ſhould 


raiſed againſt him; his Majeſty's troops were not yet totally 


Lord North denied that the propoſition the noble Lord had Lo 


In the committee on the bill for, recruiting his Majeſty's f 


rdNorthe 


Lord George Gordon replied, that he retracted the epithet Lord 6. 
illainous, as an unparliamentary expreſſion ; but defied the Gordon. 


dir Ceci] Wray moved, that the clauſe obliging ſuch as Sir Cecil 
ight he diſcharged by an appeal, to pay ſixpence for each Fray. TEN 


* 
4 
82 5 S 


con- Mr. Turner. 
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ſhould receive one ſhilling for each day of his detention— 
This alſo paſſed. | | | 

Mr. Tzr- Mr. Turner moved, that the clauſe protecting diſorderly 

ger. men from the power of the act, who had a vote for a repre- 


ſentative in Parliament, ſhould be totally expunged; but the 
Houfe was againſt that amendment. 

The bill went through the committee and was ordered to 
be reported, 


| Sir George Sir George Savile moved for leave to bring in a bill, tore 


Seit. peal the Quebec at; upon the ground of its being odiouz 
and thimical to the Americans, and conſequently an ob- 
ſtacle to our attempts to make an accommodation with them, 

Mr. Jen. Mr. Joliſte ſaid there was no foundation for ſuch an appre- 

benſion. The act was not complained of—no evidence had 
been offered at the bar to prove the bill inexpedient, nor had 
he heard an argument offered in favour of the repeal. 

Mr. Firlde. Mr. Fielde aſked, if there was no argument in the opinion 

of Governor Johnſtone, one of the commiſſioners? 

Sir Geerge Sir George Howard ſaid there were but two circumſtances 

Hewerd. which he thought could deprive us of Canada: The repeal. 

ing this bill, and recalling Sir Guy Carleton, who knew the 

temper of the people ſo well. Upon General Carleton's au- 
thority he ſaid he thought the repeal of the act now would be 

„ 7 | 

r. T. Townfhend ſpoke highly of Sir Guy Carlcton' 
Townfeerd. military abilities, but ſaid he was before miſtaken in the opi- 
nion which he delivered at the bar, relative to the diſpoſitio 
of the people in that province: therefore his authority in thi 
particular, was not to be wholly relied on. He contended, that 

not only this conſtitution had been violated in that act, but 

alſo that oi the Canadians ; for they had enjoyed the benefits d 

a Britiſh government for ſome years prior to the act, and Par 

hament erred egregiouſly, when it preſumed to abrogate thi 

kberties of a Britiſh government. To ſay that the peopi 


deſired it, was a downright abſurdity ; for what people who 


ke them, had ever tafted the ſweets of our conſtitution 
freedom, would think of flying back to an ariſtocratic 20 


vernment, where an aſlembly or eouncil of little nubleſſe ha. 


z legiflative authority over them? | 
1 he Houſe divided; for the motion, 54, againſt it, 99, 
8 i Adil £6. 
The Houſe in committee of ſupply, Sir Grey Cooper move 


i 


allowed by government to thoſe perſons who had — 
. 44 | : 


that the ſum of 54,680). be granted to diſcharge the penſion 


hic 


parti 
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ſes in America, on account of their loyalty to his Ma- 
jeſty. 
| Colonel Barre then moved, that the lift of thoſe perſons, Col. Barre. 
with the reſpective penſions aſſigned them, ſhould be laid be- 
ge fore the Houſe. 

Lord North urged the impropriety of expoſing ſuch perſons Lord North, 
to the reſentment of their countrymen ; which would neceſſa- 
rily be the caſe, if the lift then moved for were to be laid on 
the table; but he declared his readineſs to ſubmit it to the 
inſpection of any member who privately deſired to ſee it. 
Colonel Barre ſaid this propoſal was unparliamentary, and Col. Barrs, 
b. MW tended to bring perſonal odium on the enquiring party; 
The ſum voted laſt year for the ſame purpoſe was 30, oool. 
It was now encreaſed 26,0001. and upon no other authority 
than the word of the miniſter, with reſpect to the neceſſity or 
application of ſo large a ſum. Much had been Joſt in the att 
conteſt by ſome eſpouſers of government. Much had been 
gained by other partizans of their cauſe; it was a pity the 
gainers were not obliged to ſupport the loſers. - The noble 
Lord at the head of adminiſtration had acquired ſome advan- 
tages; his countenance had all the characters of humanity in 
the it. He ſurely might provide for a few of them. Another 
noble Lord on the treaſury bench near him, (Lord Weſt- 
del cote) though with a countenance not quite ſo bountiful, 

poſſeſſed perhaps as generous and humane a heart. He could, 

M10 doubt, provide for a few. And a third right honourable 
member in his eye, | Mr. Rigby] who had a harveſt of plenty 
in his face, might reaſonably be expected to take care of a. 
few more: to enable him to do this, he enjoyed the lucra- 
tive poſt of pay-maſter of the forces, with ſeveral ſnug fine- 
cures, ſome that were known to the public, and many that- 
were unknown. | 5 | 5 

Lord Frederick Campbell complained of the partiality in Lord Fred. 
which proviſion was made for the ſufferers in this conteſt ; canpbell. 
Wpartieularly inſtancing the treatment of a noble relation of 
his own, who had loſt a. conſiderable fortune, and his appli- 

ations for a proviſion had been totally neglected by admini- 
tration. | | 5 | 
Lord TYeficote declared that the penſions given by the trea- Lord V. 
ſury on this account, were not as a compenſation for the loſ- © 
es ſuffered, but merely as a ſubſiſtence for the parties, till 
omething more effectual could be done for them. The no- 
le Lord alluded to would no doubt be conſidered as ſoon 
ions we were in a ſituation to make compenſation for the loſſes 
vol. Ih. > LE. which 


362 PARLIAMENTARY A, 171, 


which had been incurred by individuals in ſupporting the i £ 
Intereſts and authority of this country, | 5 
He expatiated on the great care which the treaſury bench Ml tj 
had taken in alotting thole penſions; a buſineſs which they Na 
purſued with ſuch attention, that they ſometimes Joſt their il cc 
dinners by it, and often were obliged to make ſhort meals, n. 
whilſt they were inveſtigating the merits of the ſeveral clain- ar 
ants, 8 | 
Me. 7. Mr. T. Town/bend obſerved, that ſhort as the meals were 
| Townſoerd. Vhich the treaſury lords had taken upon this buſineſs, they 10 
|. had contrived to make a very large reckoning, for the nation il fi 
| to pay; and it ſeemed as if the people would be better ſatis- 
fied, that their Lordſhips had held moſt ſumptuous private 
feafis at their own houſes, than ſuch expenſive public f 
Fj at the treaſury board. 5 | 
Mx. Turner. Mr. Turner adviſed the colonel to withdraw his motion, 
[T and not to take the ſenſe of a majority upon a queſtion for 
the granting of money, when he was convinced that they 
were of a deſcription which rendered them in fact, though 
not in form, incompetent to the duty of voting the publie 


40 ons a A —U 


* 


money. 5 
3 Colonel Barre paſſed ſome encomiums on the obſervation 
of the honourable gentleman, declared, upon his honour, he 
thought him right; and withdrew the motion. 
Mr. Fielde. Mr. Fielde delivered his ſentiments, ſhortly againſt the con- 
ſſidence placed in the ſole word of a miniſter, on the appli- 
| cation of ſo large a ſum. | | T7 
„Mr. Burke. And Mr. Burke ſpoke a few words at the end of the debate, 
ſupporting Colonel Barre's hint, * that thoſe who had 
gained ſo largely by this war, ſhould aſſiſt thoſe who had 
been loſers by it,” bs WER | „ 
+ i . April 16. 


Bills paſſed. Adjourned to the 29th. 
TH „ 20 end 30. 
Ne debate. Wig: 


| | EP May 1. | 

Bill preſented to exclude gontractors from ſitting in the 
Houſe of commons and read. Moved, to be read a ſecond 
time on the 4th, The Houſe divided, for the queſtion 725 
On, I RR RS 
= Adjourned to May 44 


om) — — — 


2 | —_ May 4. | 
| Mr. Burke. A petition being preſented from the manufacturers of 
*  Somerſetſhjre againſt the bill for permitting the importation 
of ſail-cloth from Ireland, Mr, Burke obſeryed, that it * 


the 


72 
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he who through miſtake moved for leave to bring in the bill; 
though, upon enquiry, he fince diſcovered, that ſuch a law is 
already in being. If the bill was to be productive of the 
conſequences ſtated in the petition, it was a little extraordi- 
nary the petitioners forgot to complain when they were hurt; 
and now feel ſo ſtrongly, when there is not even a poſſibili 

of ſuſtaining any injury. From this he inferred, that the 
jealouſy entertained of the other Iriſh bills was equally ill- 
founded, and only originated in groſs prejudice, or the ſel- 
fiſh views of a few interefted individuals. The petition was 
ordered to lie upon the table, bo 

Order for ſecond reading the contractors bill. 

Earl Nugent objected to reading the bill, upon two grounds. Earl Nui 
The bill appointed, that all contracts in which members or gent. 
their agents were concerned, ſhould be purchaſed by auction, 
and yet government were not bound by it to accept the offer 
of the loweſt bidder, therefore he thought the act would be 
tugatory, Contracts had been in uſage for many years, and 
were conſidered by the wiſeſt adminiſtration, as the wiſeſt 
way of ſerving the public, and it was therefore unfair 
that members of that Houſe ſhould be excluded from their 
ſhare in a fair mercantile practice, till it had been proved 
upon them that they had made an unworthy uſe of the indul- 
gence. A committee was now mon, employed in the exa- 
mination of the contracts now in exiſtence, It would be pre- 
judging the contractors, to do any thing againſt them before 
the report from that committee was made. He could not 
pots that contracts created any undue influence in the 
Houſe, more than ſinecure places, (which by the bye, — | 
ſuppoſed no man on either ſide of the Houſe would agree to 
exclude) and the legiſlature, by tolerating the latter, had de- 
termined it to be no-prejudice. „„ 

Sir Philip Jennings Clerke faid, the noble Lord had very sir PI 
juſtly ſtated the grounds and principle of the bill, which was Jennig⸗ 
to prevent any undue influence in that Houſe by members . 
holding beneficial contracts under government, and alſo to | 
guard againſt an improper laviſh expenditufe of the public 
money, If the conduct of the majority of that Houſe for 
the two preceding years was adverted to, there would appear 
to be too much reaſon to apprehend, that ſome improper in- 
fluence had prevailed ; how elſe could it be accounted for, 
that a great number of gentlemen, ſhould uniformly purſue 
meaſures of force and violence, ſhould declare they would 
never conſent to a peace with America while there was a ſhip 
hat could ſwim, or a ſoldier _ a muſquet ? Others _ 

2 Clare 


* 
: 5 4 4 * * x i SERV HE no Es. | L 4 
l r R SES —— 0 = _—_ 
A r A , 5 þ 2 
* r. 328 =- 


2 * 
. 1 


7 3 * 8 Mc. n : * — FR 2 # . , 1 n TT 2 


8 


. "x? BY op” - ” 
1 "= * Fo p — * < 
A — 1 N 5 NE ary Son, o - $4" | = a6 ah 4 _ ae & — — — 
A 2s —# DC. 1 Es pe — © 3 i 2 — r ran. = - A 8 2 
— —— x ” <a _— 8 — _ — = wi - - — = = * 
er r e IS * 2225 r r 
r > er A \ 7 L — N 2 * —— 2 \ * 


7 


2 + 
"SK; 


6. + —— 8 


"rs 22 
EEE” 2200S; cane 


x 
#1 C08, "Se 2 
— — 1 * 4 2 2 2» 2 
= * 8 T - 7 6 
4 SE 2 7 2 - 5 N 
. e 
3 


88 2 = 


dred and odd pounds. | 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. . 


elare they would bring them on their knees; others talk of 
ſtarvation; and every one of thoſe gentlemen, above two 
hundred, in one morning, in one half hour, all change their 
opinions, confeſs themſelves to have been in an error, and all 
adopt a new conduct, and ſubmit to become ſuppliants for 
that favour which, when they had the power, they with iv 
much haughtineſs refuſed to grant. Such a verſatility of con- 
duct could not poſſibly be aſcribed to a ſudden general con- 
viction; no man with a gra'n of ſenſe could imagine it was, 
When it has been already proved, he ſaid, that one man got 
more than thirty five thouſand pounds above the ordinary 
profit on one contract, it was unneceſſary to ſay that an ill 
uſe had been made of the public money. The noble Lord in 
the blue ribbon, he ſaid, had declared in the Houſe, that he did 
not wiſh to ſee contracts given to members of Parliament; but 
his words and actions had not correſponded, as he had ſhewn an 
extraordinary thay to get contracts into his hands, particu- 
larly one of hiring ſhips ; when he had ſtepped out of his own 
department into that of the navy board, which was ſomewhat 
hurtful to the public, as the buſineſs had been always carried 
on there in the manner now propoſed by this bill, by public 
bidding, and no complaint had ever been made. The noble 
Lord told this Houſe, (on this affair being mentioned) that 
the navy board had excuſed themſelves from this contract, as 
being too full of buſineſs ; it was true they did refuſe it; it 
was put to them in a way to inſure their refuſal ; the nobl 
Lord wiſhed them to refuſe it, and put the queſtion: to them 
as an old man puts aqueſtion to a fine woman, in making her 
to ſay yes, and wiſhing nothing ſo much as to have her ay 
no. The noble Lord's wiſhes prevailed ; and how did it 
anſwer to the public? Why, one of theſe ſhips carried out 
to America one hundred wheel-barrows, one ſmith's forge, 
and a patr of bellows, for which the nation paid thirteen hun- 


The object of the bill, he ſaid, was to take care that the 
public ſhould not be defrauded out of that money which they 
ſo hberally granted to defend the nation, and he could not 
conceive that any member of that Houſe could be fo regard. 
os of the intereſt of his conſtituents, as to ſay they ſhould 

e. x 
Fe thought, therefore, there would be very little oppoſi- 
tion to the bill, and that for the honour and credit of the 
Houſe, it would then paſs into a law. 8 

| | | ir 
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f MW Sir Edward 4/tley obſerved to the noble Lord, [ Lord Nu- Sir Edward 
o ent] that though he might call it prejudging the contractors * 
reo enter on the buſineſs before the Houſe then, till the report 
from the ſelect committee was made, he aſſured him, as he 
r Nras one he ſaid of that committee, that the report would 
o Nofficiently prove the neceſſity and propriety of the bill. He 
.d the noble Lord had thrown out a kind of reflection on 
-e Houſe at large, by ſaying they would not wiſh on either 
. Ne to preclude penſioners and placemen from ſeats, He de- 
t Mclared he, for his own part wiſhed ſuch a motion was made, 
„he would be happy (happy in the happineſs of the kingdom) 
f every placeman and penſioner was ſhut out, and he would 
a {Wcaloutly eſpouſe ſuch a motion. | | 
d Mr. Wombruell objected to the motion, becauſe he believed 1, . 
it Wutting up contracts to ſale, would be prejudicial to the public e. 
n ervice. Men inadequate to the accompliſhment of the con- 5 
- Watts, would at all times bid lower than men of ability and 
-n eputation, and they would do much more injury by ſerving 
at Ihe public badly, than the difference of expence. He had 
deen inſtances of it in the contracts of the Eaſt India com- 
ie any, and thoſe of ſo fatal a nature, that he could not agree 
le No the motion. Gentlemen unacquainted with buſineſs, and 
it If little conſequence in the eye of the public, might move 
1s Wor reformations in every department of government, 
i. [Here Mr. Toronſpend called him to order, and faid, ay,  _ 
le Wentlemen, riſes in his ſeat, who holds a contract himſelf bend. 1 
mom government, and in the aſſembly of the nation, dares 
er No call the mover of a queſtion, one of the moſt independent 
y embers of the Houle, a man of no conſequence, He would 

it ire that honourable gentleman to underſtand that the gen- 
ut Wl-man referred to, in better times than the preſent, merited 
e {cat in that Houſe, while he ought to ſtand at the bar.] 
Mr. Z/ombwell to explain. He explained his own con- 1 

act to the Houſe. Soi _ 
e Earl Nugent obſerved, that the honourable gentleman had EI N. 
5 {cant no affront by the expreſhon. The Houſe would re- gest. 
ot ember he was a merchant, and a man of no conſequence 
d. Nas a mercantile phraſe, and meant no more than a man un- 
ld rown upon change. [ This created a laugh. ] 3 

Mr. Byng obſerved, that the crowded appearance of the jj. Byeg⸗ 
i- ouſe, no doubt, gave the miniſter ground for hope, that 
gehe ſhould not be again defeated in this favourite point. He 

ew what arts had been uſed to collect the gentlemen. 

he treaſury letters had been circulated uppn this occa- 
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Lord George Lord George Gordon. I rife to declare my happineſs in concur. 


Gar don. 


ſion with rather too much notoriety; even the hour, of 


the privileges of Parliament. 


- abilities, with that great reſpect which every member in thi 
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appointment had come to the ears of people not called on the 
occaſion. it was cautiouſly done, however, to mention the 
hour, that he might not again, if he choſe to oppoſe num- 
bers for want of argument to the queſtion, be worſted. He 
hoped, however, the bill would immediately paſs into a lay, 


ring with the very reſpectable baronet on the floor, who with 
a laudable zeal for the credit of the Houſe, has this day com- 
mitted to our confideration the commitment of the contrac- 
tors bill. It meets with my hearty approbation, as being 
one of the many ſteps abſolutely neceflary to be taken to- 
wards regaining the confidence, and reſpect of the people to 


I. confeſs, at the ſame time, it is an Herculean labour the 
hon. member has undertaken ? for I think the cleanſing king 
Augeas's ſtable from filth and dirt of three thouſand oxen, 
for the ſpace of thirty-nine years, in the courſe: of a day, 
was a mere play and paſtime, compared to the arduous taſ 
of reſtoring this Houle to its ancient, and original purity ! 
Though the honourable baronet is not quite ſo ſtrong a 
Hercules, he is ſupported in his endeavour of to-day by 
truth, juſtice, and good policy : which, added to his own 


Houſe, as well as his countrymen at large, entertain for ki 
intentions to promote the welfare of the public, will, I hop 
induce a very great majority to approve his preſent propoſitior 
Sir, this dunghill of contracts has given an ill air to ou 
whole proceedings ! It has got wind abroad, and proves ver 
offenſive to the public noſtrils ; our conſtituents begin tal 
ſmell a rat; they noſe us in the lobby, and call us; (wit 
mere truth, I am afraid, than politeneſs) taylors and ſhoe 
makers; colliers and cabbage-ſalters, potatoe-foreſtallers 
four-crout-makers, and ſwine contractors. Our mace is tar 
nithed with this dunghill ; our authority choaked ; and thi 
dignity, reputation, and the fair name of the Commons ! 
finothered, and ſinking in porter and falted-cabbage, ſhors 
four-crout, and potatoes. Fch, Mr. Speaker! what a nau 
ſeous banquet have the Treaſury invited their friends fro 
their pleaſant gardens and villas in the country to partake ef 
in the month of May. 
An honourable member, on the other fide of the Houle, 
Anthony Bacon Eſq ;] one of the moſt ancient contraQo 
within theſe walls, and, as I am told, a conſiderable 1 
i Chal 


merchant in the city, has mentioned that contracting in this +8 
of Houſe was the very ſpirit of trade. So I believe it is; and 

ci the noble Lord in the blue ribbon may poſſibly find, when 

he the day of trouble and adverfity ſhall arrive, that that very 

- fpirit of profit, which induced Incle to ſell Yarico, ma 

*Mt:mpt ſome few ſteady friends of his proſperity to contra 

bor, and furniſh out the black cloth and ſcaffolding at their 

- unhappy patron's execution. | 

ul Mr. Sergeant Adair ſaid, He was certain, that among the wr. S. 
n. merchants of the city of London, many might be found as geant Adair. 
e. adequate to the execution of a contract as any member of 

that Houſe ; yet he was ſenſible, that in caſe of a competition 

he who had a ſeat would be preferred; and this created 

fair concluſion, that contracts were beneficial to the mini- 

er. He would wiſh that clauſe, however, were inſerted in- 

to the bill, preſerving the preſent contractors from its ten- 

leney; they had made their treaties before its exiſtence, 

nd it ought not to be of an ex po? facto nature, He recurred 

o what a noble Lord | Lord Nugent] faid in the outſet of 

he debate, that penſioners and placemen ought to be exclu- 

jd, as well as contractors. He from his heart thought ſo, 

nd was fincerely of opinion, that there never would be an 
dependent Houſe of Commons until ſuch an event ſhould 

e place. | 

"Lame Pownal concluded the debate. He did not ob- Gorernce 

t to the motion, but believed it was not adequate to the Pownal, 
urpoſe ; it could not provide againſt ſecret jobbing ; and he 

ould rather wiſh to ſee members riſe, like the honourable 

entleman [Mr. Wombwell] and defend their contracts in 

he face of the Houſe, than have them made by the interven- 

on of nominal agents. A motion was then made, That 

te Speaker do leave the chair,” paſſed in the negative, the 

umbers being, againft the motion 115, for it, 113. 

A motion was then made for adjourning the commitment | | 
f the bill for two months, when the numbers were, Ayes, 


13, Noes, 109. 1 


a . | 
Lord North delivered the following meſſage from his 1, N75. 
laeſty /): £ | | 
GEORGE R. | 

His Majeſty relying on the repeated zeal and affection 

his faithful commons, and conſidering that in this critical 

ature, emergencies may ariſe that — be of the utmoſt 

m 


bportance, and attended with the dangerous conſe- 
J TE | = quences 


- 
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quences, if proper means ſhould not be immediately applied 
to defeat and prevent them; is deſirous, that this Houſe WM t 
will enable him to defray any extraordinary expences in-M it 
curred, or to be incurred, by the military ſervices, for the He 
ſervice of the year 1778, and to take ſuch further mcafurcſ g 

as the exigency of affairs may require.” 

And his Lordſhip moved, that the conſideration ofthe k. 
: meſſage ſhould be referred to the committee of ſupply. ke 
eg Sir George Nonge objefted to the motion, and confiderelWM h: 
tit as very improper, in the preſent criſis of affairs, to vote T 
indefinite ſums of money to an adminiſtration ſo incapable 
of expending the public revenue with ceconomy and effee, 


He thought the emergencies ought to be aſcertained to the th 

Houſe, the ſums ſpecified, and authentic documents and Hof 

vouchers of the expenditure laid upon the table. | We 
Mr.Tarrer, - Mr. Turner was of the ſame opinion : the Houſe ought 

to fit and vote the money gradually, as the wants and occa-fff or 

ſions aroſe. | 0c 

Mr. Tewn- Mr. Townſhend ſaid, it was no fecret, that the Toulon ab. 

fend. fquadron, conſiſting of twelve ſhips of the line, and ſeverallif bo 

others of inferior force, had ſailed from that port on the 

x3th of April, in order, as it was ſuppoſed, to ſtrike ſome vic 

decifive blow in the weſtern world. Yet what has been the] tr: 

conduct of adminiſtration ? To keep our fleet idle at home ſun 

. or for no other purpoſe but to be exhibited as public ſpedta- fan 

cle, to gratify the curioſity of thoſe who were inclined to a: 

waſte their time and money. He then pointed out the ve 
defenceleſs ſtate of our ſeveral dependencies in North Ame 

rica, and the Weſt-Indies : and ſaid, he trembled for thei ' 

fate. As ſoon as miniſters had notice of the forwardneſ * 

a 


of this armament, they ought to have diſpatched a ſufhcient 
force to watch their motions, and have taken ſuch a cer 
tain ſtation as would have put it out of power of D'EftainÞiav 
fo clude us. What was the caſe now? The fleet was failed Mto ! 
but whither, no man could tell; whether to Halifax, the 
Delaware, Quebec, to attack our Weſt-India Iflands, 0 
to make a conqueſt of the Eaſt Indies. He aſked, whathe 
is the ſpirit of England fled ? Where is the wiſdom thi 
uſed to pervade her councils ? Where are the terrors gon 
with which ſhe was wont to fill the boſoms of thoſe wht 
dared to infult her? Britain, he feared, was betraycd 
treachery and corruption vied with each other to ſee which 
ſhould firſt effect her downfall and diſgrace, He was Tt 
markably fevere upon thoſe who, he ſaid, affected to! 


the rank of miniſters, and directly charged them with ig 
| noranc 


3 A. 1778. b : 
d norance, lazineſs, incapacity, and treachery ; and lamented, 
el that while our pageant ſhews and ſtreamers were wantoning 
-M in the wind at Spithead, our glory was tarniſhing 5 our 
hel coaſts were inſulted; and the Britiſh flag for ever diſ- 
5 graced! | 
Lord North hoped, that when the honourable gentleman Lord North, 
je knew the preparations that had been made, and the care ta- 
ken to protect this country from invaſion, he would not ſo 
el haftily condemn the miniſtry as treacherous and incapable. 
The utmoſt exertions had been made ; and though no fleet 
had yet ſailed to oppoſe the Toulon ſquadron, that could not 
be properly laid to the charge of miniſterial incapacity, ſince 
the French had it at all times in their power, by their mode 
of ſupply from their regiſter, to man out a fleet ſooner than 
we had, | 
Mr. Adam congratulated the nation on the recovery, in Mr. Adam. 
ſome degree, of that worthy ſpirit which had on ſo many 
occaſions ſignalized the nation. The example in the honour- 
lon able gentleman (Mr. Townſhend) ſhone fo bright, that he 
15 ed it would be followed. 
the Mr. Pulteney begged the Houſe to remember that the ad- Mr. Putt 
mel vice of the failing of the Toulon fleet, came to the admini- 2. 
the tration on Monday the 27th ult. and no privy council was 
me ſummoned until the Wedneſday following. The wind was 
fair for ſailing even till Saturday laſt, and the opportunity 
vas neglected. | | 
The motion was agreed to, 
ne | | May 6. 
nei The Houſe in committee on ſupply of the King's meſſage. 
ne The order of day being read, for a vote of credit to his 
ien Majeſty of 1, oo, oooul. | 3 
cer Mr. T. Townſhend drew a picture of our national defence, Mr. 7. 
having, as he ſaid, a militia without arms, who were gone Tewn/bend, 
to be encamped without tent equipage; and a navy, either 
not manned, or not victualled, fur lying embayed at Spit- 
bead for the mere parade of a naval review, while the Tou- 
Jon fleet had failed on its expedition, which might prove 
fatal to the diſtant ſettlements of the Britiſh empire. He 
on:Menquirea whether we were actually at war or at peace 
wh with Spain, that ſhe dared to int our flag in her ports, 
and our commanders were ſo degradingly treated by her, 
whilſt every attention was paid to the ſhips of our revolted 
s eprovinces, and their captains ſaluted with naval honours by 
Vor. IX. | * che 
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they had ſuddenly ruſhed from backwardneſs to precipita 
tion, from deſpondency to confidence, from checking the 


That related to an offenſive war againſt our brethren ; thi 
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the admiral at Cadiz? Was it the mere incapacity of admi. Ml | 
piſtration which tempted Spain to treat us with ſuch re. Ml, 
proach ? If it was; that incapacity was as injurious to the M1 
nation as the blackeſt treachery. He aſked if it was peflibleM : 
for miniſters to be awake, and yet ſuffer the Toulon fleet tot 
ſail, without taking a ſingle ſtep to oppoſe them? Could 

they call themſelves miniſters and guardians of the nation's Me 
weal, and yet confeſs that they had procured no intelligence Mit 
till Monday ſen'night, of the departure of that fleet on the pt 
13th of April? Was it from want of power to oppoſe them, Mn 
or from the ſame inauſpicious fatality which had baniſhed Met 
every honeſt man from the councils of his . Was ca 
our my mere pageant fleet, or was it equal to actual fer. Mt 
vice? Was it victualled and manned, or was it yet to he 

equipped? Did the; regiſtry of ſeamen in France give her an 
advantage over us in the ſpeedy equippment of her navy; 
Was this never known till that day? Were we ſo ignorant 
of this advantage, that no exertions ſhould be made to guardMyec 


, againſt it? Where was now the boaſted reſpectability of ourſitee: 


navy? Were we to trace it in the pillages ſuffered on ourlou 
coaſts, or the alarms and terror into which ſo many parts o 
the kingdom have been lately thrown, by invading inſa- 
lence ? But the plundering a nobleman's houſe, the ravaging 
a few eftates, or burning an odd town, were not perhaps objed 
to challenge the vigour of our fleets! The ſpirit of the m 
litia was certainly very great, Fhe ardour of the firſt me! 
in the kingdom, and the generous alacrity of perſons d 
every condition to enter into that conſtitutional hody, ict 
us little apprehenſion for our internal defence; but in thisWme; 
as in every other inſtance of the conduct of government 
there were many evident neglects. The delay in calling era! 
them out, and the want of tents and arms, left then 
even yet unequal to the duties of eſſential ſervice. He ap 
pealed to the Houſe on the validity of the charge of govern: 
ment againſt gentlemen on his fide of the Houſe —“ that 


ardour of adminiſtration to a crimination of their inal 
vity.“ But had not the change of public affairs reconcileonde 
the confiſtency of theſe two lines of conduct? The firſt w: 
between us and America, the latter between us and [France 


fo # defenſive one againſt pur natural enemy. Upon uff 
fo gainſt | | 0. 


. 4. 1778. r 


i- Wl whole, he would not oppoſe a grant which was for ſuch ne- 
e- N ceſſary purpoſes, but he apprehended it would be of little 
ke MW uſe, if the adminiſtration of affairs remained in the hands of 
enen fo flagrantly ignorant, and fo ſcandalouſly negligent as 
to Ml the preſent ſervants of the crown. 


d Mr. Penton, aſſured the Houſe, that we had a fleet ably Mr. Pentony 


n's Ml equipped, and ready to fail when commanded, He denied 
e dat the Spaniſh admiral had returned the ſalute of the rebel 
he MW privateer, and ſaid he had his information of the affair from 
no leſs an authority than Captain Rowley himſelf, whoſe 
letter on the ſubject he was then in poſſeſſion of. He vindi- 
cated the miniſtry reſpecting the Whitehaven, affair. Such 
attacks had been made in the moſt active adminiſtrations, of 
which the deſcent of Monſ. Thurot upon Carrickfergus in 
the north of Ireland, during the laſt war, was a recent in- 
ſtance, Every thing that could be done on that occaſion, 
had been inſtantly put in execution. Four ſhips of force 
were diſpatched in different courſes, in ſearch of the priva- 
cer, and would, he hoped; be ſoon able to give ſome ac- 
ount of her, | 

On being aſked by Sir George Yonge, if the fleet at 
Spithead had received any orders for failing, he declined 
nving an anſwer to that queſtion, unleſs called upon by the 
Houſe. 


ive a vote of credit to an adminiſtration, who were always the 
iſt who learned what they ſhould have been the firſt to know? 
in adminiſtration who could be ſo inſenſible of the ſudden 
mergencies of ſuch times as theſe, that, when official ad- 
ice came of an event almoſt univerſally underſtood for ſe- 
eral days before, not more than one of them could be found 
town; their amuſements had engroſſed their attention; 


ouncil till the hour of debate was loſt ? Who then could 
pport ſuch miniſters? Who could be extravagant enough 
truſt them with expenditure of a ſingle ſhilling ? 


ndemnation 5 a full enquiry into the circumſtances might 
lace their caſe in a different light. For his part, he was 
ady to meet every ſcrutiny, and wiſhed puniſhment to 
Il where it was deſerved. When the diſpatches arrived he 
ok the ſpeedieſt means to convene the miniſters from the 
2 2 TA A country, 


or could a ſufficient number be procured for holding. a 


Lord George Germain acknowledged that appearances were Lord G. 
gainſt the miniſtry ; but appearances were not to juſtify a Ca. 


Mr. Fox aſked the Houſe, if any man in his ſenſes would Mr. Fer. 
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Mr. Fox, 


Lord G. 
Germain. 


tection if our internal defence could have permitted it. Mr, 
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country, where ſome of them were. From the time of Hot 
their arrival the greateſt expedition had been uſed by him, My 
in ſending the orders of council to the proper officers at Mb 
Spithead; but misfortunes were not always to be avoided, Mir 
He hoped, he heartily wiſhed, our affairs might take a Wee 
happier turn; and concluded by urging, that it would have Nui 
been imprudent to have diſpatched after Count D'Eſtaing WH 
a fleet deftined for our home defence before we knew the In. 
deſtination of his fleet. on 

Mr. Fox then begged the attention of the Houſe to a Hf. 
reſolution which he had lately moved in the committee on pu 
the ſtate of the nation, That the navy in its preſent ſtate i; 
inadequate to to the defence of the empire.” Miniſters then of 
oppoſed it by aſſertions and votes, but they now confirmed cri 
it in argument and action; for the noble Lord admitted that 
a fleet ſhould have been ordered out for our external pro- 


Fox went further in aſſerting, that a fleet might have been 
ſpared from the immediate protection of our coaſts, as he 
was confident our militia and army would be fully ſufficient 
to repel any foreign invader : there were ample reſources in 
the preſent ſpirit of the nation to mock every menace of in- 
vaſion. With ſuch a dependence, how was it poſſible to eſti- 
mate the guilt of miniſters who could tamely ſuffer an hoſtile 
ſquadron to carry unmoleſted deſtruction to the Brit 
army in America? The diſgrace of a Burgoyne was, i 
ſeems, to be atoned by the defeat of a Howe, and the wan He 
of information, reſpecting the Franco-American treaty, i du 
compenſated in the ignorance of D'Eſtaing's ſailing andMof © 
deſtination. Was there any thing more wanted to ſealliithe 
the fatal character of the preſent inauſpicious miniſtry Meion, 
Or could they any longer hope to be truſted with the trea ray 
ſures of a nation they have ſo ſhamefully betrayed, and oH T 
whoſe fituation the noble Lord himſelf ſeemed to entertainfWſon. 
ſuch little confidence? At his conclufion he expreſſed a wi 
to know whether a fleet had even yet been ordered to fall T 
after the French ſquadron, and, if not too late, to prevenſi bills 
the deſtruction of our navy and army in America. expo 
Lord George Germain complained that his words were nei prop 
fairly interpreted: he wiſhed indeed that the orders of cou mon 


eil could have been ſooner diſpatched to Spithead, but Icatio 
had not expreſſed a ſingle idea of deſpondency. The navy N. 


was now in a formidable ſtate, and was every day encrealinthe 
5 and numbers, ſufficient to warrant the fair Ame 
hopes. If miniſters had been diſpoſed to truſt the defene 

; I ( 


- 
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f Wof this kingdom to the militia, much as the fleet might be 
wanted at home, a number of ſhips might have been ſent 
t abroad. The painful pre-eminence of office at ſuch a 
. ume was, he faid, little to be envied ; for his part. if any 
a gentleman of talents and inclination to ſerve his country 
e Muiſhed to come into his place, he was ready to reſign it. 
o fle added, that there was little neceſſity for aſking if Gene- 
e nl Howe was in danger; whether a fleet had been ordered 

out to protect him; and he flattered himſelf that D*Eſtaing 
a Wſhould not attack us in any part of our empire with im- 
n ponity. 
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s Mr. Burke ſaid, it was idle to pretend that the deſtination Mr. Barkes 


n of the Toulon fleet had been ſo long a ſecret, or that it was 
d Mcriminal if true. American pilots had been long engaged 
at to conduct it. We had loſt the advantage of the wind, 
-rhich blows to the weſt during the month of April, and 
r. Nat by the crime of miniſters; were we therefore to give 


en our purſe ſtrings to their will, and retire in confidence to 
he cultivate our gardens, ſmooth our lawns, and aſſume the 


nt little offices of ruſtic magiſtracy? Could we truſt the ſole 
in guidance of the ſhip of ſtate to pilots, whom we have fo 
n-: lately detected in the baſeſt torpor, whilſt the danger threa- 
l. ¶ tened who left her to the mercy of the waves, quitting the 
ile decks in the moment that called for all their ſkill and acti- 
1 vity—who were not to be found when the ſquall came on. 
ii Alas! the rudder was laſhed, and Palinurus gone to ſleep ! 
He ended his ſpeech by lamenting that his country ſhould be 
reduced to the poor dependence of hopes and prayers, the arms 
of old women; and tlrat a Britiſh miniſter, inſtead of acting 
the ſtateſman, and timely exerting the ſtrength of the na- 
tion, ſhould dwindle into a prieſt, and pioully offer up his 
ea Wprayers for the ſalvation of his country! . 

ol The queſtion was called for, and carried without a divi- 
ain fon. 


ſal The order of the day for the ſecond reading of the Iriſh 
en bills; the firſt of which, to take off the duty laid on the 

exportation of Iriſh fail cloth, linens, &c. Sir Cecil Wray 
100 propoſed an amendment by adding the words this day two 
un months,” inſtead of now, which occaſioned a flight alter- 
Metion; but was agreed to. | 8 
Next came on the ſecond reading of the ſecond bill for 
inthe free importation to Ireland of all merchandize from 
re America, Africa, and the Weſt Indies, &c.“ which was 

| | | likewiſe 
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Sir Cecil 
Wray. 


| her taxes being 12,000,000, each inhabitant was taxed 408. 
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hkewiſe oppoſed by a ſimilar motion of Sir Cecil Wray, 
to introduce the words,** this day three months,” inſtead 
of now ; and which brought on a debate. 

Sir Cecil Mray took a general review of the commercial 
ſtate of Ireland, and expreſſed his hearty wiſhes, that the 
Britiſh Parliament might render her every aſſiſtance in its 
power, without infringing on the trade of Great Britain; 
ſaid he had no objection to admit of Ireland's participating 
equally with us of the benefits of a free trade, provided ſhe 
bore an equal ſhare of our national burthens ;---but that was 
not the caſe ; Ireland was computed to contain 2,000,000 of 
fouls, and they were taxed at 1,000,000 ; 10s. each upon an 
average; that Great Britain having 6,000,000 of ſouls, and 


an aſtoniſhing difference, and ſuch as could not juſtify the 
introduction of the bills now depending. He well knew the 
grievances of the former country, and lamented them; 
among which were the Iriſh penſion Iiſt——the ſinecure of- 
fices——the Roman Catholic bills — the abſentees—and 
various others ; and aſſured the Houſe he would gladly 
join in redreſſing them; but the preſent buſineſs was of too 
ſerious and complicated a nature tobe hurried through at the 
latter end of a ſeſſions; that, in his opinion, the trade of 
Ireland ſhould be referred to a committee, who ſhould mi- 
nutely inveſtigate it, and report it to the Houſe, who might 
then take the whole into corfideration, and endeavour to 
relieve them. As to a rebellion in Ireland, in conſequence 
of a non-compliance with the preſent requeſt, he had no idea 
of it ; the people at large were not intereſted in the eveat; 
a few merchants of Corke, Dublin, &c. might; but the 
wealthy and opulent were not the men for rebellion ; they 
were the poor and indigent ; if America had been rich, he 
would never have been in rebellion ; the rich only are calcu- 
lated for ſlaves. If theſe bills paſſed, he would not antwer 
but a rebellion might happen in England, becauſe our manu- 
facturers would be out of employ ; and as a further conſide- 
ration, a part of our ſea nurſery would be deftroyed by the t! 
paſſing of theſe bills, | | 

On the whole, Sir Cecil was of opinion, that the preſent the 
meaſure was brought into the Houle at a very improper time, 
when the minds of men were taken up with matters of the 
moſt fingular importance; and, beſides, at the concluſion of 
the ſeſſion. A matter of ſuch magnitude, as overthrowing 
the whole ſyſtem of our trade laws, was not of light confi- 

| deration, 
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deration 3 and ought not to be hurried on in a ſudden and 
indecent manner, Beſides, the petitions on the table deſerv- 
ed particular attention ; the petitioners were men of a de- 
ſcription entitled to reſpet, and a patient hearing; and he 
would appeal to the candour of gentlemen on every fide of 
the Houſe, whether now, on the 6th of May, was a proper 
time to enter into ſo laborious and important an inveſtiga- 
tion? He profeſfed the beſt diſpoſition towards the whole 
Iriſh nation; ſaid, he was ready to concur, at any time, in 
whatever might promote the true intereſt of that country; 
and if the amendment which he meant to propoſe ſhould meet 
the ſentiments of the Houte, he would move for a commit- 
tee, before the Houſe roſe, to take into conſideration, early 
in the next ſeſſions, the reſtrictive laws on the trade of Ire- 
hand; and do all in his power to forward the intereſts of that 
country, where they did not immediately interfere with thoſe 
pf England. : 

Sir Thomas Egerton ſeconded the motion in behalf of his Sir Thomar 
Mancheſter friends; faid the loſs to Manchefter, in checks £200 
only, if theſe bills paſſed, would be 100,002. annually ; 
degged the Houſe would at leaſt hear counſel for the dif- 
ferent petitioning towns, before they paſſed them; and 
greed in recommending the Iriſh trade to be referred to a 
ommittee, of which he would readily make one, and give it 
l the attention and aſſiſtance in his power. „ | 

Mr. Z. Townſhend ſaid, the propoſition of going into a Mr. T. 
ommittee, was little better than a direct negative. It held T Id. 
but no ſecurity, but a vague promiſe to move a committee, 
hich committee ſhould appoint another committee. On 

eſe grounds, he entirely diſapproved of the amendment, and 
rould therefore give his vote, that the bill be read a ſecond 
ime, 25 | 
Earl Nugent particularly adverted to the motives which Fart Nu- 
ad actuated the petitioners againſt the bills, and in a pecu- gert. 
ar manner he ſpoke to the conduct of the city of Glaſgow, 
ho had, he ſaid, with the moſt illiberal ſentiments, prayed 
at neither the preſent, nor any future advantage ſhould be 
ranted to Ireland, that might, in the leaſt degree, operate 
the diſadvantage of Britain, He could not, he ſaid, be- 
ow upon this conduct a term vile enough; it was mean, 
amanly, ungenerous, deſpicable, and even diabolical. 
dir Adam Ferguſon defended the city of Glaſgow, againſt Sir Adem 
e charge of having entertained diabolical motives for their Ferguſon. 
tition to the Houſe, He read the petition, and ' ſpoke 

| | highly 
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Preference to their own, before any foreign country, tha 


Lord Vif. 


NL. Neth: Lord North was of opinion, that as the expectations of 


the way of an union, which he conſidered as the only ſoli 


of Mancheſter and Liverpool had determined, notwithſta 


though they differed about the nature and extent of wi 
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highly in favour of the liberality and philanthrophy of the 


Glaſgow merchants, at the ſame time ſaying, they ſo far gaye 


they could not ſee its intereſts violated, as they imagined, 
without exerting their endeavours to prevent it. If the bil 
before the Houſe paſſed into a law, the city of Glaſgow would 
In a very particular manner, be affected by their tendency 
They had, in common with the reſt of Scotland, embarked it 
the ſame bottom with England, and become liable to a pr, 
Portion of the national debt, for the ſake of enjoying an equa 
Iity of commerce. On that foundation they had laid out 
immenſe ſums of money in the cultivation of the ſugar- trade 
they had conſidered it as an hereditary right, depending 0 
the ſecurity of the acts in their favour ; and it was, in agre 
degree, their only property and wealth. A great part o 
their annual returns flowed from Ireland, and they would bt 
moſt materially injured if that kingdom ſhould participate th 
trade with them. He confidered the preſent bills as improp 
on another account. By their paſſing, they would ſtand i 


bafis of equality that could be built upon. He therefore hope 


the Houſe would agree to the amendment. 
Lord Viſcount Midleton ſaid, he had heard that the peopl 


ding their late exertions, to be no longer loyal if theſe bill 
ſhould paſs. He was ſenſible that theſe towns, as well 
Glaſgow, were experienced in rebellion ſo abundantly, ti 
the tranſition would be an object of eaſy accompliſhment, at 
the world would entertain little ſurprize if they threw afi 
their new-fangled opinion. He could not enough wonde 
that the honourable gentleman before him ſhould, of all me 
plead the hereditary right of the city of Glaſgow to the con 
merce of the Engliſh, on the principle of having taken upe 
themſelves a proportion of the national debt. He thought 
gentleman of that country ought to have been filent up 
that head. | 


Iriſh were raiſed from what the Houſe had already done, 


it would be unwiſe to protract the buſineſs to another ſeſlalfify tl 
The gentlemen who oppoſed the bill ſeemed all to agree 


one point, that ſomewhat ought to be done for their relis 


ought to be done. He ſaw no reaſon, however, why M cor 


preſent bill ſhould not paſs, fince the Houſe might, woe V 
5 5 and 
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be ganding, appoint a committee to enquire into the ſtate of 
the trade, that from their report a plan might be formed 
and adopted, He did not ſee the mighty diflleairy that was 
aid to exiſt, in calculating the difference neceſſarily to ariſe 
in the annual imports, by the effect of the bill before the 
Houſe, It would create ſmall difference, comparatively 
ſpeaking, in the revenue, ſince the diminution in the im- 
ports of one place would give an addition to thoſe of ano- 
10 ther, as the difference of duty on the enumerated articles 
ui vas very trifling. He held it as the duty of Britain to give 
ou lreland a degree, at leaſt, of recompence for the exertions 
de Wſhe had made, were we not inclined, by policy, to give her 
 "irclicf from the reſtrictions ſhe laboured under, and he hoped: 
rente Houſe would agree on the preſent bill, as a teſt of their 
t intention and inclination to befriend her in future more ſub- 
| lfantially. | | 
i Mr, Burke anſwered the arguments of the honourable Mr. Burke, 
oeentlemen who oppoſed the bill. The bills before the Houſe, 
he ſaid, were no more than reſtorations of what the wiſdom 
f a Britiſh Parliament had, on a former occaſion, thought 
opaproper to inveſt Ireland with. In the 12th of Charles II. 
ie navigation bills paſſed, extending to Ireland as well as 
Aingland. A kind of left-handed policy had, however, de- 
prived her of the freedom ſhe enjoyed under that act, and 
e had ever fince remained under the moſt cruel, oppreſlive, 
and unnatural reſtriction. Deprived of every incentive to 
nduſtry, and ſhut out from every paſſage to wealth, ſhe had 
» "WWiwardly lamented, but ſhe had never complained of her 
20Wondition. She had gone the moſt forward lengths in ſerv- 


1 
Je 


ndet ag the 1ntereft, and defending the rights of Great Britain, 
mphe had affiſted in conqueſts from which ſhe was to gain no 
coÞÞdvantage, and emptied her treaſury, and defolated her land 
upd 


0 prove her attachment and loyalty to the government of 
gut Wis country, Such had been her conduct, and her reward 


Wed been reftriftion and bond: ge of the moſt cruel nature. 

did not mean, by deſcribing her ſituation, to engage the 
of zumanity of the Houſe in her favour. The people of Ire- 
end would not accept of favours flowing from the humanity 
cio the Houſe. They called for juſtice, not for pity. They 
rer equeſted Britain to be wiſe, not to be generous ; to provide 
7 or her own good, and ſecure her own intereſt, ſenſible that 


viſdom and prudence would dictate, that to accompliſh theſe, 
)  Þ contrary conduct towards them was neceſſary, | 
ul Yor, IX. 8 The 


ndin . 
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lent and noble maxim of the Romans, ** parcere ſubjectis at 
"Fas , 7 


of inhabitants that conſtituted the different ſpecific in the 
article of taxation between two countries; but the diſtinc- 


— — 


BE by pledging the honour of Parliament, 
effect 

He knew the temper of the Iriſh too well, to 
believe that they would fit down ſatisfied with ſuch an aſſer- MW 
tion. They would conclude within themſelves, depending 


on experience for their guide, that the promiſe of ſamething W** 
to be done next ſeſſions, would alone produce the repetition far 


of a promiſe for the ſeſſion following; and promiſe, repeti- 
tion, and promiſe, from ſeſſion to ſeſſion, would be the only 
benefit they would receive. He did not conclude, that the 
demial of what even juſtice demanded of us in their fayour, 
would produce rebellion and diſturbance in that country; 
their loyalty and zeal was ſuperior to complaint ; they might 
deſpair, but they would not reſiſt. Other places, experi- 
enced in rebellion, had determined, it ſeems, to enter or not 
to enter into it, according as theſe bills were determined; 
but Ireland regarded more the welfare of the empire at large 
than the intereſt of itſelf in particular. They were patient 
and loyal, and therefore, he ſuppoſed, they were cruſhed, 
for it was the policy of the preſent day to forego the excel- 


debellare ſuperbos, for the infamous proverb of Britiſh growth, 
Proud to be humble, and humble to be proud.“ fle then 
went into a particular detail of the arguments of the honou- 
rable gentlemen relating to commercial advantage. The 
annual revenue of the two kingdoms had been exultingly, 
but moſt inequitably, drawn into compariſon, to prove that 
Ireland paid no proportion of tax. It was not the number 


tion of internal opulence and external advantage. Compare 
the two countries by that linc, and it will be found that 
Treland is taxed in a quadruple proportion more than England. 
The internal wealth, and the external advantage of trade and 

| : commerce 


nr 

commerce is forty times greater in England than in Ireland: 
There 1s therefore, no ratio of proportion preſerved in the 
mode of taxing the latter. She 1s taxed, without enjoying 
the means of payment, She is debarred the uſe of ſhoes 
and ſtockings, and yet ſhe is made to pay for them. Re- 
ſtricted from trading, ſhe enjoys no opportunity of acquir- 
ing wealth to defray and diſcharge the taxes impoſed upon 
her. Enlarge her means of payment, and 1n proportion to 
her ability, enlarge her taxes. An equality of commercial 
advantage could not be eſtabliſhed between the two countries. 


The opulence of the one is a barrier inſuperable by the other. 


The great diſproportion of capital effectually deſtroys the 
poſſibility of an equality. The one can extend her mart of 
trade through every different channel of the univerſe ; the 


other, reſtrained in her ability, cannot proſecute the ſame 


tract; and as the ability of the proceeding increaſes in the 
ſame proportion, in the progreſs of one as well as the other, 
the ſame proportion of advantage will ftill remain, The 
Inſh will be able to follow the Engliſh at equal diſtance, in 


every ſtage, both in the outſet and in the continuance, but 
they will never be able to accelerate their motion in order to 


overtake them. The lowneſs of labour is a nugatory argu- 
ment, for until the inſtant that the price of labour is equal, 
the ſuperiority of manufacture will remain with the Engliſh. 
The price of labour riſes with the growth of manufacture, 


and is higheſt when the manufacture is beſt, The experi- 


ence of every day tells us, that where the price of labour 
is higheſt, the manufacturer is able to ſell his commodity at 
the loweſt price. The difference of duty of the imported 
enumerated articles, is ſo abundantly over-balanced by the 
other advantages enjoyed by this country, that without it 
there could not be the ſmalleſt degree of competition in 
manufacture. Not one, however of the innumerated arti- 
cles, 1s leſs taxed in Ireland than in England, except thoſe 
already permitted to her. For tho? the petitions on the 
table are moſt, if not all tending to expreſs their fears of 
the conſequences of granting a free exportation of ſail- cloth 
and iron to the Iriſh ; it is a fact that they already enjoy a 
tee exportation of theſe articles; and particularly he would 
remark of manufactured iron and ſteel, as he did, on a ſi- 
milar occafion, of fail-cloth, that the petition ſerved to 
ſhew the foundation on which they all were laid, namely, 
ere conjecture. They had not felt from the reality, what 

they dreaded from the idea, for an act exiſted at this time, 
42 4 | permitting 
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tages enjoyed by the Engliſh. The only article imported . 


judgment aſſured him they were in the wrong. 


moſt proper to inſert them all together, and to print them 


| PARLIAMENTARY A. 113 
permitting the free exportation of manufactured iron; which, n 
however, had not been proſecuted, becauſe of the adyan. Wm 


under that act into England, was a quantity of cork-ſcrews, Ie 
which, though it might be an evidence of their luxury in Nu 
living, was but a feeble proof of their excellence of many- 
facture. But, indeed, every other inftance, as well as this, Mu 
ſerved to prove how erroneouſly they had formed their opi- No 
nions upon this ſubject. Some years ago, when a bill wa 
brought in for the free unportation of woollen yarn into ur 
England, petitions were received from every different part Hint 
of the country, complaining of the ngury it would create; in 
but now that they had experienced its effects, they felt and“ 
acknowledged its beneficial tendency. It was abſurd to think, JW'*! 
that a participation of manufacture would be detrimental ue 
this country, Had we not ſeen the woollen manufaQureWt 
planted in different parts of this country; and had we not alſo" * 
ſeen that the competitions had ſerved to advance both, 
He concluded with lamenting, that in one inſtance, he 
ſhould be directed by his conſcience to take a part againſt bu 
conſtituents, It had been his invariable aim to protect thei 
rights and intereſts, and to act at all times as became the ſe- 
nator and repreſentative of the people. In this inſtance i 
had dared to act contrary to the wiſhes, but not, he was {en- 
fable, to the intereſts of his conſtituents, He differed in opi- 
nion from them on the nobleſt principle, namely, from. th 
conviction of his being in the right; and if, from his con- 
duct in this buſineſs, he ſhould be deprived of his ſeat in thi 
honourable Houſe, it would ſtand on record, an example tt 
future repreſentatives of the Commons of England, tharont 
man, at leaſt, had dared to oppoſe his conftituents, when wy 


The Houſe divided; for the bill 126, againſt it 77. 


A great number of petitions were preſented againſt thy. - 
meaſures intended for the benefit of Ireland. Some of thelt 
| petitions are doubtleſs of importance; but a ſelection i 
ſometimes liable to cenſure ; therefore it has been judge 


à ſmaller type, in order to take as little room as poſſible. 


A petition of the mayor, bailiffs and burgeſſes of the borough of Wigan, 
the county Palatine of Lancaſter, was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetii 
Forth, that the trade of the ſaid A as well as of many adjacent pariſhes # 
| | _ 
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1, wonſhips, bath for ſeveral years chiefly conſiſted, and now conſiſts, in the weaving and ma- 
\- WH nufaRturing of white cloths, canvaſs, or ſail cloth, checks, and other linen cloths, or cotton 
a linen mixed, for the conſumption of this country, as well as for exportation; and that the 
: greateſt number of the inhabitants of thoſe places having been brought up in the ſaid manu- 
'S, Wl fatures, and having ſerved apprenticeſhips to the ſame, are thereby rendered unable to purſue 
in Wl #oy other buſineſs, ſo as to ſupport themſelves and families; and that the ſaid manufactures 
being chiefly made of yarn imported from Ireland, ſubje& to a duty there, and to a conſide- 
u- nble charge for commiſſion fer buying, and for freight and inſurance upon the ſame to Eng- 
1s, und, the petitioners have, with the deepeſt concern, obſerved the reſolutions of the Houſe 
i- Wh of the eighth 2nd ninth days of this inflant April (amongſt others) „ That all goods, wares, 
| and merchandizes, being the produce or manufacture of the kingdom of Iretand (wool aud 
wollen manufactures only excepted) or commodities of the growth, produce, or manufac- 
no ture, of Great Britain, legally imported into Ireland, or foreign certificate goods legally 
att imported from Great Britain into Ireland, be permitted to be exported directly from the ſaid 
kingdom in Britiſh ſhips navigated according to law, to be imported into any of the Britiſh 
e; plantations, or to any of the ſettlements belonging to Great Britain on the coaſt of Africa; 
nd WM" That the duties now payable on the importation of cotton varn, being the manufacture of 
nk, Ireland, into Great Britain do ceaſe, and be no longer paid 3** © And that all fail cloth 
and cordage of the manufactuie of Ireland, be permitted to be imported into Great Britain 
free of duty; which, if paſied into a law, will, as they apprehend, and are adviied, ena- 
ble the people of Ireland to manufacture and ſend goods to foreign markets cheaper than can 
be done in this country, by reaſon of the diſadvantages abovementioned, and the high price 
of proviſions, and other taxes and duties, to which the petitioners apprehend the people of 
Ireland are not ſuhject; and as the abovementioned manufactures have been carried on inthis 
country for a long ſeries of years, by which means many families have been drawn from 
other countries to follow the ſame employ, who have acquired ſettlements here, and depend 
wholly on the ſaid manufactures for ſupport, ſhould their wages be reduced lower than th 
ow are, muſt peceſſarily become chargeable to the reſpective places to which they belong, 
which are already burthened with a very numerous poor, and other taxes, as much as the 
fates or inhabitants can bear; and that, although the petitioners may wiſh every encou- 
rgement to be given as well to the inhabitants of Ireland as of every part of his Majeſty's 
iominions, yet they hope and truſt the Houſe will, at the ſame time, protect the manufac- 
ures of this country, ſo eſſential to the ſame, and by which ſo many thouſands of its inha- 
bitants have depended, and now du depend, altogether for their ſupport: and therefore pray- 
ng, that the ſaid reſolutions may not paſs into a law, or that the petitioners,may have ſuch 
ther relief in the premiſes as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet, "7-004 0 
A petition of land owners, manufacturers, &c. of Wigan, was alſo preſented z containing 
de ſame allegations and prayer as in the preceding petition. ' 
A petition of gentlemen, clergy, land owners, merchants, and manufacturers, of Prefton ; 
ting forth, that the petitioners obſerve, by the votes, that a bill is ordered to be brought 
a, for the exportation of all goods, weres, and merchandizes, the produce or manufacture 
f the kingdom of Ireland, directly from the ſaid kingdom, in Britiſh ſhips, into any of 
de Britiſh plantations, or any of the ſettlements belonging to Great Britain on the coaft of 
frica (wool ans woollen manufactures only excepted) for the importation of all goods, 
ares, and merchandizes, the produce of the Britiſh plantations, or of any of the ſettle- 
ents belonging to Great Britain on the coaſt of Africa, into the ſaid kingdom of Ireland 
indico and tobacco only excepted) for the importation of cotton yarn, manufactured in Ire- 
ind, into Great Britain; and for the importation of fail cloth and cordage, manufactured 
u Ireland, into Great Britain, duty free; and alledging, that the linen manufactures, which 
ave been at great,expence eftabliſhed, and are now carried on in the town and neighbour- 
ood of Preſton, will be very greatly injured, if not altogether ruined, ſhould the faid bill 
s into a law; the advantages to which the manufacturers have, by their labour and in- 
uſtry, intitled themſelves, will be thereby taken from them, the poor will be deprived of 
he means of ſupporting themſelves and their families, and the value of land in this part of 
te kingdom, which depends on the proſperity of trade, will not only be extremely reduced, 
ut the inhabitants will be rendered unable to ſupport the great weight of public burthens, 
d which they at preſent ſo amply and chearfully contribute; and therefore praying, that they 
ay be heard by their counſel againſt the ſaid bill, and that the ſame may not paſs into a law, 
that the petitioners may have ſuch other relief as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem moſt —— 
petition 


tent being carried on in either of theſe towns and pariſhes; and therefore praying, that thy 
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petitioners do now, and for many years paſt have carried on the making of glaſs in the neigh. 
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A petition of ſeveral perſons, inhabitants of Bridport, Beamiſter, and Broadwinſor, mz. 
nufacturers of ſail cloth and cordage ; ſetting forth, that the petitioners obſerve, by th, 
votes, that a bill is depending, for permitting all ſail cloth and cordage, of the manufactute 
of Ireland, to be imported from Ireland into Great Britain free of duty; aad that, ſhouly 
ſuch a law take place, the petitioners apprehend, from the great cheapneſs of provifions and 
labour in that kingdom, and other local advantages, the Iriſh will ſoon be enabled to rivy 
the manufactories of thoſe articles in Great Britain, in which caſe the petitioners will be de. 

rived of their only remaining branches of trade, and their labourers and dependants mu 
inevitably be reduced to the loweſt diſtreſs, no other manufactories to any conſiderable ex. 


fame may not paſs into a law. 
A petition of manufacturers of glaſs, of Stourbridge and Dudley; ſetting forth, that the 
petitioners obſerve, there is a bill now depending before the Houſe, whereby glaſs, many- 


factured in Ireland, may be exported by the Iriſh, except into Great Britain; and that the 


bourhood aforeſaid ; and that the ſaid trade is charged with heavy duties laid on the materi. 
als uſed in carrying on the ſame, which duties leave a very conſiderable charge on all many 
factured goods exported from this kingdom, although the petitioners are allowed a certain 
draw- back on all goods fo exported, ſuch draw- back being materially leſs than the duties 
with which the petitioners are charged upon ſuch goods; and that the petitioners are appre- 
henſi ve, ſhould the ſaid bill be carried into a law, their trade will be materially injured, by 
the very conſiderable charge which, after deducting the allowed draw-back, will remain up 
on their goods exported, ſhould the makers and manufacturers of glaſs in Ireland be allowed, 
by the ſaid bill, to export glaſs free from all duties, which, by enabling them ſo greatly t 
underſel} the petitioners at foreign markets, would, in the apprehenſion of the petit. 
oners, operate as a prohibition to the exporting the glaſs manufactures of this king. 
dom; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by themſelves and counſel, again the 
Aid bill paſſing into a law, or that they may have ſuch relief in the premiſes as to the Houſs 
mall ſeem meet. | 

A petition of merchants, and manufacturers of nails at Dudley; ſetting forth, that the 
petitioners obſerve, that leave is given to bring in a bill, for opening a free trade between lie 


land and the Britiſh ſettlements in America and the Weſt Indies; and alledging, that thei A Pl 
t . "Oy * . 2 ; pe 
is a very large quantity of Ruffia iron imported into this kingdom, a conſiderable proper 4 
tion of which is manufactured into nails and many other articles in the ſaid town and nei ret 
bourhood ; and that there is a duty of 21, 88. 6d. per ton paid on all Ruſſia iron importelh, 1. 
here, and a drfaw-back of the ſaid duty of about 11. 188. 6d. per ton on its exportation the 


Ireland, which gives them an advantage of nearly 171 per cent. upon the raw materials; ani 
that, if the ſati bill ſhould paſs into a law, and the 1aid draw-back on the exportation « 

Ruſſia iron into Ireland be ſtill continued, the petitioners have juſt reaſon to fear, that th 
great advantage they will have in this particular, together with the lowneſs of their rent 
proviſion, labour, and taxes, will deprive many thouſand induftrious manufacturers in thi 
neighbourhood of Dudley of the means of maintaining themſelves and families, and there 
neceſſitate them to emigrate, or ſtarve at home; and that, taking it in a more extenſive vie 
the petitioners conceive, ſhould ſuch a bill paſs into a law, it will produce the moſt ſeriou 
conſequences to this kingdom, by leſſening the ſtrength and revenue thereof, the former 
great emigrations of various artificers from which the army is greatly recruited, the latter) 
impoveriſhing great numbers of induſtrious tradeſmen, and thereby rendering them unable! 
dear the preſent heavy taxes; and therefore praying, that the Houſe will take the premilz 
into their conſideration, ſo that the petitioners may be placed at leaſt upon an equal footi 
with the manufacturers of Ireland. 

A petition of merchants, traders, and manufacturers of Glaſgow ; ſetting forth, that ti 
petitioners have ſeen printed copies of five different bills now depending, reſpecting the tra 
and manufactures of Ireland, all of which, if paſſed into Jaws, they are of opinion, v 
tend greatly to the prejudice of the commerce and manufactures of Great Britain; and ti 


the petitioners are well-wiſhers to the happineſs and proſperity of their fellow ſubjeds1 * 
Ireland ; but when they reflect that, upon the faith of the continuation of thoſe Jaws Hof B 


which the commerce and manufactures of Britain have for ſo long a time been regulated, Mal bi 
have made all thoſe expenſive eſtabliſhments ſo neceſſary for their buſineſs both in 
commercial and in the manufaRturiag line, they cannot be ſilent under the view of being ( 

| | : pri 
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mi- ed of their wonted privileges, and thereby reduced from an affluent to an indigent ſtate ; 
the br the petitioners cannot entertain a doubt, that the paſſing into laws the bills now depending 
tur ill very much diminiſh the commerce and manufactures of Great Britain; the natural ad- 
cult antages of Ireland are ſuch, as, in that event, to eftabliſh in the ſaid kingdom many of 
and WW: fe manufactures by which Great Britain has been enriched ; by the loſs of thoſe manu- 
UE tures, and the conſequent decreaſe of our population, not only will the landed intereſt ſuf- 
de. er exceedingly, but the national reputation muſt alſo fink, from the inability of the remain- 
ny ng, people to pay thoſe taxes, which are ſo eſſentially neceſſary for the ſupport of government; 
er. ad although it is very natural that the petitioners, from motives of private intereſt, ſhould 
the ppoſe the bills now depending, yet do they, (although in the moſt dutiful and reſpectful man- 


r) beg leave to repreſent that, even upon the moſt liberal principles, the commercial pri- 


the leges of Great Britain ought only to be extended to thoſe parts of the empire where the 
NU eople pay taxes in proportion to thoſe levied upon the inhabitants of Britain; and, if the 
[the titioners are not very much miſtaken, the taxes paid by the people of Ireland bear but a 
oy If proportion to thoſe eſtabliſhed in Britain; and therefore, by paſſing into laws the bills 


ow depending, an e couragement will be given to the trade and manufactures of Ireland, 
dt only ruinous to thoſe of Britain, but which the people of Ireland have no title, either 
juſtice or in policy, to receive; and therefore praying, not only that the bills now depend- 
Io may not be paſſed, but that no-indulgencies, which may be detrimental to the commerce 
d manufactures of Britain, may be allowed, until, by bearing their proportional ſhare of 
le national expence, the people of Ireland ſhall become, in juſtice and in ſound policy, en- 
tled to an unlimited freedom in c mmerce and manufactures; and that the petitioners - 
jay be heard, by counſel, againſt the bills abovementioed. ; 
A petition of the mayor and capital burgeſſes of Walſall, manufacturers of braſs and iron 
ting forth, that the petitioners obſerve, by the votes, that a bill is depending, for opening 
Free trade between Ireland and all the Britiſh ſettlements; and that, ſhould ſuch a law take 
ace, it will deprive great numbers of manufacturers in this kingdom of the means of main- 
Ining themſelves and numerous families, or otherwiſe cauſe ſuch emigrations of manufac. 
rers from this country to Ireland (where labour and proviſions of all forts are cheaper) as 
enable that kingdom, in a few years, to rival the manufacturers of England; and there» 

re praying, that ſuch bill may not paſs into a law. 

A petition of the mayor, aldermen, citizens, and manufacturers of gleves, of Worceſter 5 
ting forth, that the petitioners obſerve, by the votes, that bills have been read, for opening 
ree trade between Ireland and the Britiſh plantations and ſettlements ; and that, ſhould 

h laws take place, the ſame will deprive great numbers of manufacturers in this kingdom 
the means of ſubſiſting themſelves and families, particularly in the gloving branch, or 
erwiſe cauſe ſuch emigration of manufacturers from this country to Ireland (where pro- 
ons of all kinds are cheaper, and from whence ſkins are exported for this market, which 

a heavy duty) as will enable that kingdom, in a few years, to rival the manufactures of 
gland; and therefore praying, that ſuch bills may not paſs into laws. 

i petition of the mayor, burgeſſes, and commonalty, of Briſtol, under their common 
I ſetting forth, that the petitioners obſerve, by the votes, that five bills are brought in, 
opening a free and direct trade between the kingdom of Ireland and the Britiſh plantations 
imerica, and the ſettlements belonging to Great Britain on the coaſt of Africa, and to 
mit the importation of certain goods of the manufacture of Ireland into this kingdom 
free; and that the petitioners apprehend, if ſuch bills were to paſs into a law, they 
ud prove deſtructive to that great ſyſtem of commerce, manufacture, and revenue, happily 
ted at the eftabliſhment of thoſe plantations and ſettlements, and which has ever fince 

n purſued with ſucceſs, and would be highly injurious to thouſands of manufacturers, 
o now maintain themſelves by honeſt induſtry ; and the petitioners conceive, that it 
d be moſt unequal to grant a free importation into Ir land from the ſaid plantations and 
lements, or to allow the manufactures of Ireland to be imported into this kingdom, ex- 
t under the like regulations, and the ſame duties, as the people of this country are ſub- 
to; and therefore praying, that the ſaid bills may not paſs into a law. | 
| petition of the maſter, wardens, and commonalty, of the ſociety of merchant venta- 
of Briſtol, under their common ſeal ; ſetting forth, that the petitioners have ſeen five 

ral bills brought into the Houſe 3 one to permit the importation of certain goods from 
Britiſh plantations in America, or the Britiſh Settlements on the coaſt of Africa, into 
kingdom of Ireland; another, to permit the exportation of certain goods therein men- 
* Oy F | tioned 


+4. 
1 
2 
x GC [ol 
1 
, 34 
1. 
ms 
FI $54 
t 
j l 
12 
1 — 
1 
1 
18 
4 
K 
7 
# * 
4. 
4 
3% 
1 
3 
T3: 
is 14 1h 
25 A 
-- = 
* — 
1 
197 
# is 
45 24 
ui 
KI 
4 
LS © 
4 1 
4 
T4 
1 n 
t, 
1 
dey. 
8 
1 
N 5 
. 
9 
1 iy 
4 » 
6 % 
{1:45 
2 
1 
4 
4 
1 
£ : 
FF: 4E 
115 
I 7 
»# hs 
177 
it 
#4 
4 
I 
79 738 
19 
1 
179 
6035 
41 
. 
x 6 £1 
. 
2 
91 
1 
o +34 
» 
"Y 
1 . 
VB 
0 
' * 
i 


_—_ 


% 


D 
* ” 


from thence to any place whatſoever except Great Britain; another, to permit the importa. 
tion of cotton yarn, the manufacture of Ireland, into this kingdom, duty- free; and the other, 


OD 
—_— it the importation of ſail cloth and cordage, of the manufacture of Ireland, into 
this kingdom, duty-free ; and that the petitioners apprehend, if ſuch bills were to paſs into 

n law, that great ſyſtem of commerce and revenue, which has been eſtabliſhed with ſo much 

| configeration, and at ſo much expence, would be at once overſet, and a torrent of miſchich 
bh e in Ireland, on almoſt e very article of trade which concern the bills in queſtion, are 


| Ireland than in England, and the labourers and manufacturers of Ireland are not ſubje& u 
"the ſame taxes as thoſe of Great Britain, all which circumſtances will furniſh Ireland with 


ders of ſhips and men are now employed to carry from this kingdom to Ireland the produce 


| Nolz ſetting forth, that the petitioners obſerve, by the votes, that bills are depending, u 
- Produce or manufacture of Ireland, directly from thence to North America, the Weſt Indies 
- age into this kingdom duty-free ; and the petitioners conceive, thai ſhould the ſame paſs inte 


Jury, and the export trade of their capital manufactories be nearly ruined, if not hol 


Will be greatly reduced in value, and ſome rendered totally uſeleſs ; and that the baneſul 


materials aforementioned will leſſen in proportion as the Iriſh manufactories increaſe, and 
- foch. diminution of the revenue creating a new demand will be the more grievous burthen at 


ſupporting their preſent increaſing taxes; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, 


* 


184 PARLIAMENTARY A. 118 


tioned-direQtly from Ireland into any Britiſh plantation in America, or any Britiſh ſettlement 
on. the coaſt of Africa; another, to permit the exportation of glaſs, manufactured in Ireland, 


wathought of and unforeſeen; would be poured in upon this kingdom; and that the duties 


y below the duties paid on thoſe articles in Great Britain; that proviſſons are cheaper in 


ſuch advantages over Great Britain as cannot be withſtood ; and that the landed intereſt of 
this kingdom, ever benefited by the flouriſhing tate of trade and manufactures, will alſo be 
greatly injured by the means aforeſaid ; for, beſid es other circumſtances, thouſands of arti- 
gans, who now maintain themſelves by honeſt induſtry, would be deprived of the means of 
their ſubkſtence, and muſt become burthenſome to their pariſhes ; and the petitioners appre- 
head, it would be moſt unequal to grant ſuch advantages to Ireland, not paying the fame 
taxes, or being ſubject to the ſame duties, as the people of this country; and that great num- 
of thoſe countries, to which the bills in queſtion would admit them to a free and immediate 
trade, all which would be thereby rendered uſeleſs, and conſ-quently the ſtrength of the 
8 diminiſhed ; and therefore praying, that the bills in queſtion may not paſs into : 

Ws | 8 

A petition of merchants, importers and manufacturers of hemp, iron, and ſteel, of Bri- 


permit the exportation of goods (wool and woollen manufactures only excepted) being the 
and any Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, and for allowing the importation of card 
2 law, the iron, ſteel, and hemp manufactures of this kingdom will ſuſtain the moſt fatal it 


annihilated ; and that, as the duties on the raw materials of iron, ſteel, and hemp, now 
ſtand between the two kingdoms, and from the vincinity of Ireland to the markets, the 
<cheapneſs of proviſions and labour, with other local advantages, in that kingdom, the pe 
titioners, notwithſtanding all their {kill in manufacturing, will be underſold at every. mar 
ket, and the furnaces, iorg:s, mills, and other expenſive erections, to the amount of million 


effects of theſe bills will not reſt ſolely on the merchants and manufacturers, but will ex 
tend in a very material degree to the landed intereſt ot this kindom, the woodlands and colli 
eries will be exceedingly reduced in valve, and the poor's rates in many parts of this kingcon 
will be greatly . „ by the thouſands of poor labourers thrown on their reſpective p 
riſhes for want of that employment now afforded them by the iron, tee], and hemp trade 
and their dependencies ; and that the petitioners apprehend, the import duties on the roug 


the public at large, as it will be produced by meaſures tending to bring on an inability 
themſelves ar counſel, againſt ſo much of theſe bills as atfects them, and that the Houſe wit 


grant them ſuch relief as ſhall ſeem meet. 133 . 6 
A petition of ſeveral perſons, inhabitants of Yeovil, Preſton, Odcombe, Montacute 


Eaſt: Coker, Weſt Coker, Barwick, Eait Chinnock, Weſt Chinnock, Hardington, &c. ſetti! 


forth, that the petitioners obſerve, by the votes, that bills are depending, to permit the ei 
portation af. fail cloth, with other goods, being the produce or manufacture of Ireland, di 
realy from. thence to North America, the Weft Indies, and any Britiſh ſettlemets on ti 
coaſt of Africa; and for allowing the importation of ſail cloth into this kingdom, duty · ice 
and, alledging that, ſhould ſuch a law take place, the petitioners apprehend, from the gre 


- chrapneſs of proviſions and labour in Ireland, its ſuperior. ſituation for foreign trade, 40 


* 
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ut other local advantages, that kingdom will ſoon be enabled to rival Great Britain in the ma- 
nufacture of that article, in which caſe the petitioners will be deprived of this im- 
portant branch of trade, and their labourers and dependants muſt inevitably be reduced to the 
to bloweſt diſtreſs ; and, as this branch of trade is the principal ſupport of a numerous poor, the 
ts WI deocful effects of this bill will not reſt ſolely on the manufacturers, but will be extended in 

a very material degree to the landed intereſt of this part of the kingdom ; and therefore 
n praying, that this bill may not paſs into a law. 1 . 

A petition of the manufacturers of Aberbrothock ; ſetting forth, that the five bills now 
depending in Parliament, for the enlargement of the trade of Ireland, will, one or all of 
Them, it paſſed into a law, prove moſt deſtructive and ruinous to the trade and manufactures 
of Great Britain in general, and of this town and country in particular; and therefore pray- 
t ing the Houſe, to take the trade and manufactures of Great Britain into their moſt ſerious 
of WM confideration and protection, and not ſuffer any of the above-mentioned five bills to paſs into 

a law. | 

- A petition of merchants, tradeſmen, and manufacturers, of Wolverhampton; ſetting 
of Ml forth, that the various iron manufaQories of the ſaid town and its environs are now brought to 
the greateſt perfection; and that the petitioners, with the deepeſt concern, obſerve a bill is be- 
fore the Houſe, for opening a free trade between Ireland and all the Britifh ſettlements z and 
that ſhould ſuch a law take place, thouſands of our moſt ingenious manufacturers, now the 
ſupport of themſelves, and of many numerous families, will be deprived of a maintenance, 
and thereby be induced to emigrate to Ireland for employment, to the manifeſt injury of the 
he WY Engliſh trade; and therefore praying, that ſuch a bill may not paſs into a law. 

A petition of geatlemen, merchants, traders, and manufacturers, of the county of Lan- 
caſter 3 ſetting forth, that the petitioners obſerve, by the votes, that bills are depending, to 
i. permit the importation of ſail cloth and cordage, of the manufacture of Ireland, into this 
kingdom, duty-free ; to permit the importation of certain goods from the Britiſh planta- 
tions in America, or the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaft of Africa, into the kingdom of 
Ireland; to permit the exportation of certain goods therein mentioned directly from Ireland 
into any Britiſh plantation in America, or any Britiſh ſettlement on the coaſt of Africa 5 
to permit the importation of cotton yarn, the manufacture of Ireland, into this kingdom, 
duty-free, and to permit the exportation of glaſs manufactured in Ireland from thence to 
any place whatſoever, except Great Britain; and that the petitioners apprehend, and are 
aſſured, that, in caſe the bills ſhould paſs into a law, the ſame will be highly, detrimental 
to the revenues, commercial intereſts, and navigation, of this kingdom in general, and tend 
to the utter ruin of the manafactures and mercantile intereſts of this county in particular, 
and alſo greatly affect the landed intereſt thereof; and therefore praying, that they may be. 
nM beard, by themſelves, or their counſel, againſt the ſaid bill, or bills, reſpectively, paſſing 


eu into a law, 


1 A petition of the burgeſſes, manufacturers, and inhabitants, of Newton, in the county 
lis of Lancaſter, ſetting forth, that the petitioners having obſerved, by the votes, that a bill is 
on depending for opening a free trade between Ireland and all the Britiſh ſettlements; and, as 


pa they are thuroughly convinced that ſuch bill is pregnant with conſequences highly prejudi- 
ade cial to the intereſts of the kingdom in general, and of the county of Lancaſter in particular 3 
val therefore praying, that ſuch bill may not paſs into a law. | 

and A petition of gentlemen, clergy, and inhabitants, of Warrington, ſetting forth, that the 
n off petitioners are informed, a bill is depending, for the importation of ſail cloth and cordage 
y 0 from Ireland into this kingdom, duty-free; and alledging, that there is a very extenfive 
manufactory of ſail cloth carried on in the ſaid town and neighbourhood, wherein many 
thouſands of induftrious perſons are conftantly employed; and, for the better and more com- 
modious carrying on ſuch manufactory, great numbers of warehouſes, fa&tories, workſhops, 
and other convenient buildings, applicable to that trade only, have been lately erected at a 
very great expence; and that the petitioners conceive, the preſent bill will give ſuch advan- 
tages to the trade of Ireland, as will inevitably A the manufactory of fail cloth in the 
ſaid town and neighbourhood which will neceſſarily oblige the manufacturers and workmen to 
emigrate, or elſe many poor perſons will be left chargeable upon the pariſh, and thereby the 
warehouſes, faQories, workſhops, and buildings, erected for the uſe of the ſaid trade, will 
de deſerted, and become uſeleſs, and confequently the value of lands and eftates in the neigh= 
dourhood will be greatly reduced; and therefore praying, that the ſaid bill may not paſs 


* 


into a law. 


Ver, I. B b Another 
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Another petition from the ſame ; ſetting forth, that the petitioners are informed, a bill is ® 
depending, to permit the exportation directly from Ireland into any Britiſh plantation ig 
America, or any Britiſh ſettlement on the coaſt of Africa, of any goods, wares, and mer. 
chandize, being the produce or manufacture of Ireland (wool and woollen manufactures only ſu 
excepted) and all goods and commodities, of the growth, produce, or manufacture, of Great Lal 
Britain, - which:have been, or may be, legally imported from thence into the faid kingdom of pat 
Ireland, and all foreign certificate goods which have been, or may be, legally imported ac 
from Great Britain into Ireland; and alledging, that there is a very extenſive manufactory of an 
ſail cloth carried on in the ſaid town and neighbourhood, wherein many thouſands of indu}. 


rious perſons are conſtantly employed, and, for the better and more commodious carrying on _ 
ſuch manufactory, great numbers of warehouſes, factories, workſhops, and other convenient ih 
buildings, applicable to that trade only, have been lately erected at a very great expence ; » 


and that the petitioners conceive the preſent bill will give ſuch advantages to the trade of 
Ireland, as will inevitably deftroy the manufaRory of ſail cloth in the ſaid town and neigh. 
bourhood, which will neceffarily oblige the manufacturers and workmen to emigrate, or elſe 
many poor perſons will be left chargeable upon the parith, and thereby the warehouſes, fate. 
Ties, workſhops, and buildings, erected for the uſe of the ſaid trade, will be deſerted and 
become uſeleſs, and conſequently the value of lands and eſtates in the neighbourhood will be 
greatly reduced; and therefore praying, that the ſaid bill may not pals into a law. 

A petition of tallow-chandlers and ſoapboilers of Liverpool, ſetting forth, that the petitio- 
ners are informed, a bills depending, to make it lawful to export from the kingdom of Ireland, 
into any part of the Britiſh plantations in America, or the Weſt Indies, any goods, wares, 
n meschandise, being the produce or manufacture of Ireland (wool and woollen manufacture: 
only excepted z) and alledging, that the- manufacturing of candles and ſoap ſor exportation to 
the Weſt India iflands ie, to the petitioners, the moſt important branch of their buſineſs, 
a hick branch, if the ſaid bill ſhould paſs into à law, they apprehend; would in a little time 
te totally loſt tb this kingdom; and that the loſs of this valuable part of their trade would 
de à heavy and irreparable detriment to the petitioners and many others, who would thereby 
de deprived of the only meant of ſupportiug themſelves and families; and therefore praying, 
that the ſaĩd bilt may not paſs into a law, or that ſuch other relief may be granted them as the 
Houſe ſhall judge meet. ny 

A petition of merchants and traders in the town of Lancafler, taking notice of the bill to 
permit the ĩmportation of eotton yarn, the manufacture of Ireland, into this 'kingdom, duty. 
vree ; and ſetting forth, that the petitioners apprehend, ſhould the ſaid bil paſs into @ lau, 
it would militate againſt the manufactures of this country; and therefore praying, that the 
aid bill may not paſs into a la. + ISIS) e 

A petition of gentlemen,” merebants, mariners, traders, and manufacturers, of Liverpool, 
taking notice of the bill to permit the exportation of glaſs, manufactured in Ireland, from def 
thence to any place whatſoever, except Great Britain; and ſetting forth, that ſo important: 5 
change in the great ſyſtem of commerce, which has been ſo long and ſo ſucceſsfully a rule of 0 
conduct in this kingdom, would, as the petitioners apprehene, occafion much immediate 


miſchief, and be productive of very fatal conſequences in more diſtant times to the eſſential in- 5 
tereſts of Britain ; and therefore praying, that the ſaid bill may not paſs into a law. -uy 


A petition of the merchants and traders of the town of Lancaſter, likewiſe taking notice 
of! the ſaid bill; and ſetting forth, that the petitioners apprehend, ſhould the ſame paſs into A 
«law, it will greatly affect ſeveral parts of this kingdom, and be very prejudicial to the manu- laid 
— thereof in this county; and therefore praying, that the ſaid bill may not paſs into 4 us 
A petition of merchants and traders of the town of Lancaſter, taking notice of the bill, to 2 
permit the importation of ſail cloth and cordage, of the manufacture of Ireland, into this | 
kingdom duty-free ; and ſetting forth, that the petitioners apprehend, ſhould the ſame pals 
into a law, it would be highly prejudicial to the trade and manufactures of the ſaid town and Black 
ies neighbour hood; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by themſelves or counſel, 4 
againſt the faid bill. Hire; ie MY „dt Ig n 1-4 
A petitition of ſeveral manufacturers of fail cloth, in Warrington, Lancafter, Preſton, 
Kirkham, Liverpool, Preſcot, Farnworth, Wigan, and Ulverſtone, likewiſe taking notice of _ 
4he ſaid bill; and ſetting forth, that the eſtabliſhing the manufacture of ſail cloth in Great 
Britain, both as a branch of manufacture, and as a naval ſtore, for the ſafety of the * 
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has been conſidered an object of ſuch national importance, that the legiſlature have thought 
it good policy, not only to impoſe very high duties upon the importation of foreign ſail cloth, 
but alſo to grant bounties upon the exportation of Britiſh ſail cloth, by means whereof that 
branch of manufacture is become eſtabliſhed, and the Britiſh manufacturers are enabled to 
ſupply bis Majeſty's navy, as well as the export trade, at all times, with expedition and cer- 
tainty.; and repreſenting to the Houſe, that a duty of three pounds per ton, and upwards, is 
paid upon the importation of hemp into Great Britain, but that a duty of little more than ons 
pound per ton only is paid upon the importation thereof into Ireland, and that conſiderable 
quantities. of flax and hemp are grown in Ireland, by which means the Iriſh have the raw ma- 
terials-cheaper than the Britiſh manufacturer; and as the prices of proviſions and labour arg 
much lower in Ireland than in Great Britain, and their taxes comparatively light and eaſy, 
the Iriſh are able to manufacture ſai! cloth cheaper than it can be done in Great Britain; and 
that, relying on the ſtability and parliamentary regulations, the petitioners have expended great 
ſums of money, in procuring machines, implements, and utenſils, for carrying on the ſaid 
trade extenfively, by which many thouſands of his Majeity's ſubjects are employed, and com- 
ſurtably ſupported 3 but, ſhould the ſaid bill paſs into a law, the petitioners apprehend, the 
ſaid machines, implements, and utenfils, will be rendered uſeleſs, as they are not applicable 
to any other branch of manufacture; and, moreover, the public will ſuſtain great inconve- 
nience, uncertainty, and delay, in time of war, by eſtabliſhing the manufacture of ſo eſſen» 
tial an article of naval ftore in Ireland, from whence it muft be brought for the ſupply of 
the Britiſh navy, and be ſubject to the depredation of our enemies, commerce and navigation 
muſt ſuffer confiderably, and the landed intereft, ſo nearly connected therewith, cannot eſcape 
unhurt; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by themſelves, or counſel, againſt 
the ſaid bill, and that the ſame may not paſs into a law. | & 

A petition of gentlemen, merchants, mariners, traders, and manufacturers, of Liverpool, 
likewiſe taking notice of the ſaid billz and ſetting forth, that ſo important a change in that 
ſyſtem, by which the commerce, manufactures and revenue, of this kingdom have been ſo 
long and ſo ſucceſsfully regulated, would, as the petitioners apprehend, in the preſent diſ- 
treſsful fituation of trade, occaſion much immediate miſchief, and be productive of very ſa- 
tal conſequences in more diſtant times to the landed intereſt, the naval force, the manuface 
tures, and the commerce, of Britain; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by 
themſelves or their counſel, againſt the ſaid bill. | 

A petition of gentlemen, clergy, and freeholders, of the county of Cheſter, aſſembled at * 
acounty meeting, taking notice of the bill to permit the importation of certain goods fromy 
the Britiſh plantations in America, or the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, into the 
kingdom of Ireland; and ſetting forth, that the petitioners conceive, ſhould the ſaid bill 
paſs into a law, the ſame would be extremely detrimental to the commercial, and landed inte- 
reſts of this county, and the public revenues of the kingdom in general would be thereby 
greatly diminiſhed ; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by their counſel, againſt 
the ſaid bill, and that the ſame may not paſs into a law. 75 

A petĩtion of gentlemen, tradeſmen, merchants, and land owners, of Stockport, againſt the 
ſaid bill, ſetting forth, that the petitioners conceive, ſhould the ſame paſs into a law, it would eſ- 
ſentially injure the trade of Great Britain, by greatly diminiſhing both the imports and ex- 
ports, and conſequently hurting the public revenues of this kingdom; and therefore praying, 
that they may be heard, by their counſel, againſt the ſaid bill, and that the ſame may not-paſs 
into a law, 1 N 

A petition of gentlemen, tradeſmen, merchants, and land owners, of Manchefter, againſt the 
Gid bill, ſetting forth, that the petitioners conceive, ſhould the ſame paſs into a law, it would 
be extremely detrimental to the land and commercial intereſts of the kingdom of Great Britain, 
and tend to diminiſh the public revenues of this kingdom; and therefore praying, that they may 
* heard, by their counſel, againſt the ſaid bill, and that the ſame may not paſs into a 
aw, * 


A petition of gentlemen, clergy, land owners, manufacturers, and callicoe printers, of 
Blackburn, containing the ſame allegations and prayer as the laſt preceeding petition, 
A petition of the mayor, bailiffs, and common council, of Liverpool likewiſe taking notice 
of the ſaid bill; and ſetting forth, that great ſums of money bave been raiſed and expended,” . 
by virtue of ſeveral acts of parliament for the making of docks, erecting of lights, and 
rendering the port and harbour of Liverpool as ſafe and commodious as poſſible; and that, 
r)ying on the faith of the Houſe, 17 perſons have been induced to advance WW 
2 ume 
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forms of money, for the making and erecting ſuch docks, lights, and other improvements, . 
for the conveniences of commerce, on the credit of the duties payable by virtue of ſuch act: th 
und that, in conſequence of ſuch conveniences and improvements, for the benefit of trade, 
numbers of foreigners, and others, have reſorted to, and ſettled here, for the purpoſes of Wl fo 
carrying on different branches of commerce, to the great increaſe and emolument of the town th 
of Liverpool, and the revenues of this kingdom; and that the number of ſhips and veſſels, of 
which, for theſe ſeven years laſt paſt, only, have ſailed, or been employed in the trade, from 
Hence to the Britiſh plantations in America, and to the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of be 
Africa, amounts on an average, yearly, to 230, or thereabouts ; and that the number of cet 
ſhips and veſſels, which, for theſe ſeven years laſt paſt only, have ſailed, or been employed 
In the trade from hence to Ireland (excluſive of thoſe employed in the coaſting trade from Ml Int 
hence to other ports in Great Britain,) amounts vn an average, yearly, to 528, or there. une 
abouts ; and that, on only allowing five men to navigate each veſſel, the number of ſeamen wi 
employed in fuch trade (for that period only) amounts on an average, yearly, to 2640, or Ml wh 
thereabouts ; and, as the coaſting trade has been ever conſidered as the chief nurſery for Wl qu: 
ſeamen, it is humbly ſubmitted to the Houſe, whether it would not be rather dangerous to WM i 
Hazard the loſs of a trade fo beneficial in its conſequences; and the petitioners are deſirous, Wi and 
that every encouragement may be given to the commerce and manufactures of Ireland, con. iel 
Ktent with the true intereſts and welfare of Great Britain; and therefore praying, that the pon 
aid bill may not paſs into a law, as thereby the ſecurities of ſuch perſons as have advanced the fror 
whole, or a conſiderable part of their fortunes on the credit of the ſaid dock and light duties, Wi land 
would be very conſiderably diminiſhed, thouſands of artificers, and others, inhabiting this town 
and neighbourhood, deprived of the means of their ſubſiſtence, whereby the poor rates would 
become inſupportable, and the docks, lights, and other improvements, of the port of Liver. Wl har 
pool, conſtructed at an immenſe expence (and which may vie with any in Europe, ) be rende- be h 
red, in a great meaſure, uſeleſs, and this once flouriſhing town reduced to its original inſig- 
nificance;z and that the petitioners may be heard, by themſelves, or their counſel, againſt 
The faid bill paſſing into a law. | „ 
A petition of gentlemen, merchants, mariners, traders, and manuſacturers of Liverpool, 
Itkewiſe tzking notice of the ſaid bill, and ſetting forth, that ſo important a change in that 
Syſtem, by which the commerce, navigation, and revenue of this kingdom, have been fo 
Jong and fo ſucceſsfully regulated, would as the petitioners apprehend, in the preſent diflreſs- 
ful fituation of trade, occaſion much immediate miſchief, and be productive of very fatal 
conſequences, in more diſtant times, to the population, revenue, naval force, and landed inte- 
reſt, of Britain, and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by themſelves, or their cout 
ſel, againſt the ſaid bill. | *. 290 | 
A petition of merchants and traders of Lancafter, likewiſe taking notice of the ſaid bill, 
and ſetting forth, that the petitioners apprehend, ſhould the ſame paſs into a law, it would be 
extremely injurious to the commerce, manufaQures, and navigation, of this kingdom, affect 
3n Ji conſequences the landed intereſt, and be 'ruinous of the trade of the ſaid town n per - wem! 
ticular ; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by themſelves, or counſel, againf 
the. ſaid bill paſſing into a law. | . = . 
A petition of James Buchanan, eſquire, in the name and on behalf of merchants, tn contri 
ders, and manufacturers, of Glaſgow, likewiſe taking notice of the ſaid bill, and ſetting 
forth, that, ſhould the ſame paſs into a law, it would be highly prejudicial to the trade and 
anufaQtures of Great Britain in general, and more particularly of the city of Glaſgow, by 
difabling the merchants, traders, and manufacturers, of that city from carrying on hereafter, 
on equal terms, their trade with the Britiſh plantations in America, now their firſt and capi- 
tal branch of commerce; and in which, on the faith of the laws now in being, they have in- Nyoduc 
veſted the greateſt part of their fortunes ; and therefore, on behalf of the merchants, traders, 
and manufaQturers, of the city of Glaſgow, praying for leave to be heard, by himſelf or coun- 
ſe}, againft the ſaid bill. o 
A petition of gentlemen, clergy, ans freeholders, of the county of Cheſter, afſembledat Britain 
county meeting, taking notice of the bill ta permit the exportation of certain goods thereis 
mentioned, directly from Ireland into any Britiſh plantation in America, or any Britiſh ſettle- 
ment en the coaſt of Africa; and ſetting forth that the petitioners conceive, ſhould the ſame piſs 
date a lat, it would be extremely detrimental to the commercial and landed interefts of thi 


Kid county, and that the public revenues of the kingdom in general would be ther a, 
: ; po Wl, ar 


greatly 
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greatly diminiſhed ; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by their counſel, againſt 


N the ſaid bill, and that the ſame may not paſs into a law. 
% A petition of gentlemen, clergy, merchants, and manufacturers, of Stockport; ſetting 
of forth, that the petitioners obſerve, by the votes, that a bill hath been brought in, to permit 
on Wl the exportation of any goods, wares, and merchandizes, being the produce or manufacture 
ls, of Ireland {wool and woollen manufaQures only excepted) and of all goods and commodi- 
_ ties, of the growth, produce, or manufacture, of Great Britain, which have been, or may 


of be, legally imported from thence into the ſaid kingdom of Ireland, and of all foreign and 
of Wl certificate goods which have been, or may be legally imported from Great Britain into Ire- 
land, directly from Ireland, into any of the Britiſh plantations in America, or the Weſt 


e 

: Indies, or into any of the ſettlements belonging to Great Britain on the coaſt of Africa ; 
e. ind that, ſhould the ſaid bill paſs into a law, it would be exceedingly oppreſſive, and even 
en winous, to thouſands of the induſtrious manufacturers of the ſaid town and neighbourhood, 
or WH who are at preſent employed in making checks, and various other goods, which require large 


quantities of linen yarn, which they import from Ireland, to the great advantage of the 
jahabitants of that kingdom, where the flax is grown, and where the ſame is ſpun into yarn, 
and baugbt with ready money by the Engliſh manufacturers, who allow to their factors in 
lreland two per cert. commiſſion money, and pay to the Iriſh revenue one halfpenny per 
he WW pound duty; and that this trade, the petitieners ſee clearly, would by the above law be taken 
he WY from them, for, as the price of labour in Ireland bears ſo ſmall a proportion to that in Eng - 
land, they would be able to underſell the Engliſh both at home and in every foreign market, 
which would depreciate the value of their eſtates, and leave them ſuch a very great number 
et poor, that it would be impoſſible to ſupport them as the law requires, and contribute their 
ſhare towards eaſing the great burthens of the ſtate; and therefore praying, that they may 
de heard, by their counſel, againſt the ſaid bill, and that the ſame may not paſs into a law, 
A petition of gentlemen, tradeſmen, merchants, and manufacturers, of Mancheſter ; ſet . 
nt Ml tine forth, that the petitioners are informed, a bill has been brought into the Houſe, to per- 
mit the exportation of any goods, wares, or merchandizes, being the produce or manufacture 
ol, Wi of Ireland (wool and woollen manufactures only excepted) and of all goods and commodities, 
at ef the growth, produce, or manufacture, of Great Britain, which have been, or may be, le- 
ſo ally imported from thence into the ſaid kingdom of Ireland, and of all foreign certificate 
Mods which have been, or may be, legally imported from Great Britain into Ireland, direQiy 
tal WM from Ireland, into any of the Britiſh plantations in America or the Weſt Indies, or into any 
af the ſettlements belonging to Great Britain on the coaſt of Africa; and alledging, that the 
n- WY linen manufactures, which have been at great expence eſtabliſhed, and are now carried on in 
the ſaid town and neighbourhood, will be ruined, and the cotton and other manufaQures will 
l, be very greatly injured, ſhould the ſaid bill paſs into a law, and thereby the advantages to 
be WI which the manufacturers have, by their labour and induſtry, intitled themſelves, will be 
taken from them, the poor will be, in a great meaſure, deprived of the means of ſupporti 
r- themſelves and families, the value of lands, which depends on the ſucceſs and proſperity * 
nt N vade, will be extremely reduced, and the land owners and inhabitants will be rendered un- 
able to ſupport the great weight of public burthens, to which they at preſent ſo 1 
contribute 3 and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by their counſel, againſt the faid 
bill, and that the ſame may not paſs into a law, or that the petitioners may have ſuch other 
elief as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem moſt expedient. | pal 
A petition of gentlemen, clergy, land owners, manufacturers, and callicoe-printers, of 
Blackburn, ſetting forth, that the petitioners are informed, that a bill hath been brought 
into the Houſe, to permit the exportation of any goods, wares, or merchandizes, being the 
produce or manufacture of Ireland [wool and woollen manufactures only excepted] and of 
al goods and commodities, of the growth, produce, or manufacture, of Great Britain, 
which have been, or may be, legally imported from thence into the ſaid kingdom of Ireland, 
ad of all foreign certificate goods which have been, or may be, legally imported from Great 
Britain into Ireland, directly from Ireland, into any of the Britiſh plantations in America or 
de Weſt-Indies, or into any of the ſettlements belonging to Great Britain on the coaſt of 
Africa; and alledging, that the trade of this town and neighbourhood, which chiefly confiflty 
ff cottons and callicoes manufactured from Iriſh linen yarn and Weſt-India cotton, and have 
deen, at great expence eftabliſhed, will be totally ruined, ſhould the ſaid bill paſs into a 
h; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by their counſel, againſt the fad 
pull, and that the ſame may not paſs into a law. Be 
| , | A pet.tion 
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A petition of ſeveral manufacturers of ſail- cloth, of Warrington, Lancaſter, Preſton, 
Kirkham, Liverpool, Preſcot, Farnworth, Wigan, and Ulverſtone, ſetting forth, that ths 
tioners are much alarmed and concerned to ſee, by the votes, that a bill has been broupht 
anto the Houſe, to permit the exportation of certain goods therein mentioned directly from 
Ireland into any Britiſh plantation in America, or any Britiſh ſettlement on the coaſt of 
Africa; and the petitioners conceive, that the ſaid bill is meant to allow the exportation of 
Iriſh ſail-cloth;z and that the eſtabliſhing the manufacture of ſail-cloth within Great Bri. 
tain, both as a branch of manufacture, and as a naval ſtore for ihe ſafety of the ſtate, ha 
been confidered by the legiſlator as an object of great national importance; and that the 
fluctuating fituation of the ſail-cloth trade ſubjects the manufacturer to many loſes and in- 
conveniences, from which other branches of manufacture are free; and that, in time of 
peace, their principal dependence and ſupport ariſes from the export trade to the Briti 
plantations, and the ſettlements belonging to Great Britain on the coaſt of Africa; but, if 
the propoſed bill ſhould paſs into a law, the petitioners conceive, that the ſail- cloth manu. 
facture of this kingdom would be greatly prejudiced, and the Britiſh navy thereby reduce 
to the neceflity of depending upon Ireland tor a ſupply, which in time of. war will be ſub. 
zect to the depredation of our enemies, as well as to many other diſappointments; ani 
therefore praying, that the ſaid bill may not paſs into a law as it now ſtands; and that they 
may be heard, by themſelves or counſel, againſt the ſame, or ſo much thereof as can affect 
the article of Britiſh made ſail-cloth. | . 

A petition of merchants and manufacturers of Prefton, ſetting forth, that the petitioners cb. 
ſerve, by the votes, that a bill is brought in, for the exportation from the kingdom of Ireland, 
directly into any of the Britiſh plantations in America, or the Weſt-Indies, or into any of the ſet- 
tlements belonging to Great Britain on the coaſt of Africa, in veſſels which may law fulh 
trade to and from thoſe places, any goods, wares, and merchandizes, being the produce or 
manufacture of Ireland (wool and wootlen manufactures only excepted) and all goods and 
commodities, of the growth, produce, or manufacture, of Great Britain, which have been; 
or may be, legally imported from thence into the ſaid kingdom of Ireland, and all foreign 
certificate goods which have been, or may be, legally imported from Great Britain into Ire 
land; and alledging, that the linen manufactures, which have been, at great expence efi» 
bliſhed, and are now carried {on in the town and neighbourhood of Preſton, will be greath 
injured, if not altogether ruined, ſhould the ſaid bill paſs into a law, the advantages, ty 
which the manufacturers have by their labour and induſtry intitled themſelves, will be 
thereby taken from them, the poor will be deprived of the means of ſupporting themſelva 
and families, and the value of land in that part of the kingdom, which depends on dt 
proſperity of trade, will not only be extremely reduced, but the inhabitants will be render 
unable to ſupport the great weight of public burthens to which they at preſent ſo amph 
and chearfully contribute; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by themſelves 
or their counſel, againſt the ſaid bill; and that the ſame may not paſs into a law, or tht 


| the'\petitioners may have ſuch other relief as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem moſt expedient. - 


+ A petition of the mayor, bailiffs, and common council, of Liverpool, taking notice 
the bill to permit the exportation of certain goods therein mentioned directly from Ireland 
into any Britiſh plantation in America, or any Britiſh ſettlement on the coaſt of Africa 
und ſetting forth, that great ſums of money have been raifed and expended, by virtue“ 
ſeveral acts of parliament, for the making of docks, erecting of lights, and rendering ti 
—_— harbour of Liverpool as ſafe and commodious as poſſible; and that, relying « 
e faich of the Houſe, ſeveral perſons have been induced to advance confiderable ſums a 
money, for the making and erecting ſuch docks, lights, and other improvements, for tit 
conveniences of commerce, on the credit of the duties arifing and payable by virtue of ſuck 
acts; and that, in conſequence of ſuch conveniences and improvements, for the benefit 
trade, numbers of foreigners, and others, have reforted to, and ſettled there, for the pi 
poſes of carrying on the different branches of commerce, to the great increaſe and eme 
t of the town of Liverpool, and the revenues of this kingdom; and that the num 

of ſhips and veſſels, which, for theſe ſeven years laſt paſt only, have ſailed or been en 
yed in the trade from hence to the Britiſh plantations in America, and to the Brit 
ettlements on the coaft of Africa, amounts on an average, yearly, to 230, or thereaboutiſ 
and that the number of ſhips and veſſels, which, for theſe ſeven years laſt paſt only, hu 
failed or been employed in the trade from hence to Ireland, (excluſive of thoſe employed! 
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the coaſting trade from hence to other ports in Great Britain) amounts, on an average, 
yearly, to 528, or thereabouts; and that, on only allowing five men to navigate each veſſel, 
the number of ſeamen employed in ſuch trade (for that period only) amounts, on an ave- 
rage, yearly, to 2640, or thereabouts, and, as the coaſting trade has been ever conſidered as 
the chief nurſery tor ſeamen, it is humbly ſubmitted to the Houſe, whether it would net 
he rather dangerous to hazard the loſs of a trade ſo beneficial in its conſequences z and 
the petitioners are deſirous, that every encouragement may be given to the commerce 
nd manufactures of Ireland, conſiſtent with the true intereſts and welfare of Great 
Fritainz and therefore praying, that the ſaid bill may not paſs into a law, as thereby 
the ſecurities of ſuch perſons as have advanced the whole, or a confiderable part, of their 
fortunes on the credit of the ſaid dock and light duties, would be very confiderably dimi- 
iſhed, thouſands of artificers, and others, inhabiting the town and neighbourhood, de- 
prived of the means of their ſubſiſtence, whereby the poor rates wou d become inſupportable, 
2nd the docks, lights, and other improvements of the port of Liverpool, conſtructed at an 
immenſe expence (and which may vie with any in Europe) be rendered, in a great meaſure, 
uſeleſs, and this once flouriſhing town reduced to its origizal infignificance z and that they 
miy be heard, by themſelves, or their counſel, againſt the ſaid bill paſſing intoa law. R 
A petition of gentlemen, merchants, mariners, traders, and manufacturers, of Liverpool, 
ke wiſe taking notice of the faid bill, and ſetting forth, that ſuch an infraction of the act 
if navigation, and a Change ſo important in that ſyſtem, by which the commerce, manu» 
MAures, and revenue, of this kingdom have been ſo long and ſo ſucceſsfully regulated, would, 
the petitioners apprehend, occaſion much immediate miſchief, and be productive of very 
atal conſequences in more diſtant times to the revenue, population, landed intereſt, .naval 


orce, manufactures, and commerce, of Britain; and therefore praying, that they may be 


eard by themſelves, or their counſel, againſt the ſaid bill. | 
& petition of tallow-chandlers and ſoapboilers, of Lancaſter, ſetting forth, that the 
etitioners are employed in the manufacturing of candles and ſoap, which they diſpoſe of for 
xportation to the Weſt India iſlands, and are in a great meaſure ſupplied with taltow neceſſa- 
for carrying on their reſpective manufactories from Ireland, where they pay a duty on the 
portation thereof to England, and alſo are ſubject to the freight, premium of inſurance, 
nd other charges accruing thereupon ; and that Ireland, by being exempt from theſe char- 
en will come at the materials for thoſe manufactures upon much cheaper terms, and would, 
| caſe the ſaid bill paſs into a law, entirely engroſs the export trade thereof to themſelyes 3 
nd that the loſs of this valuable branch of bufineſs would be extremely injurious to the pe- 
tioners, as it is the natural and only vocation by which they have ſupported themſelves and 
milies, and employed numbers of people to the benefit of the community in general; and 
derefore praying, that they may be heard, by themſelves or counſel, againſt the ſaid bill paf- 
0g into a law. 

A petition of the merchants and traders of Lancafter ; fetting forth, that the petitioners 
prehend, ſhould the ſaid bill paſs into a law, it would be extremely injurious to the 
Mmmerce, manufactures, and navigation, of this kingdom, affect in its conſequences the 
nded intereſt, and be ruinous to the trade of the ſaid town in particular; and therefore 
wing, that they may be heard, by themſelves or counſel, againſt the ſaid bill paſſing into 
aw. | | 


A petition of James Buchanan, eſq. in the name of merchants, traders, and manufactu- | 


of Glaſgow ; likewiſe taking notice of the ſaid bill; and ſetting forth, that the petiti- 
ter apprehends, if the ſame ſhall paſs into a law, it will be highly prejudicial to the trade 
dd manufactures of Great Britain in general, and more particularly to the city of Glaſ- 
w, by diſabling the merchants, traders, and manufacturers, of that city, from carrying on 
reafter, on equal terms, their trade with the Britiſh plantations in America, now their 
ſt and capital branch of commerce, and in which, on the faith of the laws now in being, 
ty have inveſted the greateſt part of their fortunes ; and therefore, on behalf of the mer- 
ants, traders, and manufacturers, of the city of Glaſgow, praying for leave to be heard, 
himſelf or counſel, againft the ſaid bill. | a 


A petition of gentlemen, tradeſmen, merchants, and land owners, of Mancheſter; taking 

Nice of the bill to permit the importation of cotton yarn, the manufacture of Ireland, into 

kingdom, duty-free; and ſetring forth, that the petitioners conceive, ſhould the ſaid 

I! paſs into a law, the ſame would be extremely detrimental to the land and commercial — | 
. | tere 
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tereſts of the kingdom of Great Britain, and would tend to diminiſh the public revenues 
at this kingdom ; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by their counſel, again f 
che ſaid bill, and that the ſame may not paſs into a law. t 
A petition of gentlemen, clergy, land owners, manufacturers, and callicoe printers, of WM * 
Blackburn, containing the ſame allegations and prayer as the laſt preceeding petition. c 
A petition of merchants, and manufacturers of Preſton, likewiſe taking notice of the ſaid Wl ! 
bill ; and ſetting forth, that the cotton manufactures, which have been at a great expence eſta. Wl * 
liſhed, and are now carried on, in the town and neighbourhood of Preſton, will be greatly ; 
Injured if not altogether ruined, thould the ſame paſs into a law, the advantages to which the U 
manufacturers have, by their labour, and induſtry, intitled themſelves, will be thereby taken Wl 
from them, the poor will be deprived of the means of ſupporting themſelves and families, and ** 
the value of land in this part of the kingdom, which depends on the proſperity of trade, vill WM 
not only be extremely reduced, but the inhabitants will be rendered unable to ſupport the great Wil ”* 
weight of public burthens to which they at preſent ſo amply and chearfully contribute; and Wi l 
therefore praying, that they may be heard, by themſelves or counſel, again!t the aid bill, 
and that the ſame may not pats into a law, or that the petitioners may have ſuch other relic {iſ th. 
as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem moſt expedient. 
A petition of James Buchanan, eſquire, in the name of merchants, traders, and man- e 
ſaQturers, of Glaſgow, taking notice of the bill to permit the exportation of glaſs, ma-. 
nufaQtured in Ireland, from thence to any place whatſoever except Great Biitain and ſetting de 
forth, that the petitioner apprehends, if the ſame ſhall paſs into a law, it will be highly pre- 


Judicial to the trade and manufacture of Great Britain in general, and more particularly to the el 
city of Glaſgow, as from the inequality of taxes, the low price of labour, and the great plen-iſ 
t and cheapnefs of proviſions, in Ireland, the merchants and manufacturers cf that kingdom ®2 * 
will be enabled to ſell this commodity, at foreign markets, cheaper than the merchants and d 
manufacturers of this country; and therefore, on behalf of the merchants, traders, and ma- Cha 
nufacturers, of the city of Glaſgow, praying for leave to be heard, by himſelf or counſel ſuch 
againſt the ſaid bill. 4 
A petition of ſeveral perſons cf Bridport, Beamiſter, Broad windſor, manufacturers of ſa * 
cloth and cordage, ſetting forth, that the petitioners, ſince they preſumed to petition the * 
Houſe againſt the bill for permitting all ſail cloth and cordage of the manufacture of Ireland. gt 
to be imported into this kingdom free of duty, have further obſerved that another bill is depen OE 
ding, for permitting, in like manner, any goods, wares, and merchandize, being the prod 3a 
or manufacture of Ireland (wool and woollen manufactures only excepted) to be exported fron wh 
the kingdom of Ireland directly into any of the Britiſh plantations, in America, or the Wel A 
Indies, or into any of the ſettlements belonging to Great Britain on the coaſt of Africa; an * 
that ſail cloth and cordage being of courſe included, the conſequence of the ſaid bill, joint of 3 
ly with that of the other, ſhou}d they both paſs into laws, the petitioners conceive, will 1 g 
pot a partial rivalſhip only, but the entire ruin of thoſe manufactures in this kingdom, 1 2k 
teaft in this part of it, as the Irifh, beſides the means of manufacturing theſe commodity | 
cheaper, appear to pofſeſs ſuch advantages, in point of fituation, and other circumſtance * 
for exports to the plantations and ſettlements, as muſt enable them to underſell us abroad i Net 
a ſtill greater degree than at home; and therefore praying, that the ſaid bill may not paſs ia 4 
2 haw. . 
A petition of the tallow-chandlers of London, ſetting forth, that the petitioners obſerve) Wk 
the votes, that a bill is depending, to permit the exportation of certain goods, therein me! +; 
tioned, directly from Ireland into any Britiſh plantation in America, or any Britiſh ſetti bigh! 
ment on the coaſt of Africa; and that, ſhould ſuch a bill paſs into a law, the petitioners W Mt 
be greatly injured, as the trade of exporting candles from hence would thereby be enteffef 12 


Joſt; and therefore praying, that ſuch bill may not paſs into a law. 
A petition of gentlemen, merchants, traders, and manufacturers, of Lancaſter, taking no 


of the bil! to permit the importation of ſail cloth and cordage, of the manufacture of Ireland Ap 
into this kingdom, duty - free; and ſetting forth, that the petitioners apprehend, and are aſſuꝶ export; 
that, in caſe the ſaid bill ſhould paſs into a law, the ſame will be highly detrimental to i reat 
revenues, commercial intereſts, and navigation of this kingdom in general, and tend fol : 


l a 
utter ruin of the manufactures and mercantile interefts of the county of Lancaſter in ple the 
- cular, and alſo greatly affect the Janded intereſt thereof; and therefore praying, that 


may be heard, by themſelves, or their counſel, againſt the ſaid bill paſſing into a * et 
g i petii 
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A petit.on of . Buchanan, eſquire, in the name of merchants, traders, and manu- 
+ Wl facturers, of Glaſgow, likewiſe taking notice of the ſaid bill; and ſetting forth, that the po- 
titioner apprehends, if the ſame ſhall paſs into a law, it will be highly prejudicial to the ma- 
nufactures of this country in general, and to the city and neighbourbood of Glaſgow in parti- 
cular ; and therefore, in the name, and on behalf, or the merchants, traders, and manufac- 
is WW torers, of the city of Glaſgow, praying, that he may be heard, by himſelf or counſel, 
a. WH zgaioft the ſaid bill. | | | Bets 
F A petition of gentlemen, merchants, traders, and manufacturers, of Lancaſter, taking no- 
* tice of the bill to permit the importation of certain goods from the Britiſh plantations in 
America, or the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt of Africa, into the kingdom of Ireland; 
and ſetting forth, that the petitioners apprehend, and are aſſured, that, in caſe the ſaid bill 


5 ſnould pais into a law, the ſame will be highly detrimental to the revenues, commercial inte- 
en 1efts, and navigation, of this kingdom in general, and tend to the utter ruin of the manufac. 
1nd tures and mercantile intereſts of the county of Lancaſter in particular, and alſo greatly affect 


i. the landed intereſt thereof; and therefore praying, that they may be heard, by themſelves or 
heir counſel, againſt the ſaid bill paſſing into a law. \ | | 

A petitivn of maſter, wardens, and commonalty, of the ſociety of chandlers and ſoap- 
makers, of Briſtol, under their common-ſeal, taking notice of the bill to permit the expor- 
tation of certain goods, therein mentioned, directly from Ireland into any Britiſh planta- 
nel tion in America, or any Britiſh ſettlement un the coaſt of Africa; and ſetting forth, that, 

bY Gould the ſame paſs into a law, his Majeſty's revenue will be greatly injured, and the ex- 
port trade of ſoap and candles from this kingdom totally loſt, as tallow, a principal” raw ma- 


J terial uſed in England for that manufacture, as alſo kelp, are imported from Treland, under 
om w export duty im that kingdom, beſides other charges of commiſſion, freight, and inſurance, 
al £24 kelp, togecher with ſalt, oil, and barilla (other materials of which ſoap. is made) are 
"i chargeable with-heavy duties here, and very little in Ireland; and therefore praying, that 


"ſol ſuch bill may not paſs into a law, and that they may be heard by themſelves or counſel. 

A p:ti-i:n of gentlemen; merchants, traders, and manufacturers, of the county of Lane 
after; likewiſe taking no: ice of the ſaid bill; and ſetting forth, that the petitioners appre- 
bend, and are aſſored, that, in caſe the ſaid bill ſhould paſs into a law, the ſame will be 
bighly detrimental to the revenues, commercial intereſts, and navigation of this kingdom 
in general, and tehd-to the utter ruin of the manufattures and mercantile interefts of the 
county of Lancaſter in particular, and alſo greatly affect the landed intereſt thereof; and 
therefore praying, that they may be heard, by themselves or their counſel, againſtithe ſaid 


bill paſſing into a law. | of | | 

A petition of gentlemen, merchants, tradere, and manufacturers, of the county of Lan- 
caſter ; taking notice of the bill to permit the importation of cotton yarn, the manufacture 
of Ireland, into this kingdom, duty-free; and ſetting forth, that the petitioners apprehend, 
and are aſſured, that, in caſe the ſaid bill ſhould paſs into a law, the ſame will be highly de- 
trimental to the revenues, commercial intereſts, and navigation, of this kingdom in general, 
and tend to the utter ruin of the manufaQtures and mercantile intereſts of the county of Lan- 
caſter in particular, and alſo greatly affect the landed intereſt thereof; and therefore praying, 
that they may be heard, by themſelves or their counſel, againſtthe ſaid bill paſſing into alaw. 

A petition of centlemen, merchants, traders, and manufacturers, of Lancaſter taking 
aotice of the bill to permit the exportation of glaſs, manufactured in Ireland, from thence 
to any place whatſoever, except Great Britain: and ſetting forth, that the petitioners appre- 
bend, and are aſfured, that, in caſe the ſaid bill "ſhould paſs into a law, the ſame wiel be 
dighly detrimental to the revenues, commercial intereſts, and navigation of this kingdom in 
general, and tend to the utter ruin of the manufſattures and mercantile intereſts of the coun 
of Lancaſter in particular, and alſo greatly affect the landed intereft thereof; and therefore 
Praying, that they may be heard, by themſelves or their counſel, againſt the ſaid bill paſſing 
Into a law, , es ants are tl Kain 
A petition of 7 manufactorers of Briſtol; taking notice of the bill to permit the 
exportation of glaſs,” manufactured in Ireland, from thence to any place whatſoever, except 
Great Britain; and ſetting forth, that the petitioners apprehend, if the ſame ſhould paſs into 
a law, it would tend greatly to the prejudice of the petitioners, and, in a degree, to the ruin 
of their trade and manufackure, which they have with great difficulty, and at vaſt expence, 
rough? to its preſent pe ſettion; and that the menotacturers in Ireland are not charged with 
a, wh glaſs ; that they have kelp (a very confiderable article in the glaſs manufactory) 

08.1; - G6 | at 


ho 


evil 
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at about one half the price it coſts the petitioners; and the petitioners do not, in crown or ac 
Hint glaſs, draw back on exportation more than half the duty they pay : and that theſe greu ff. 
advantages will enable them to underſell the petitioners at foreign markets, and muſt depriye 
them of that trade, which is the very life and being of the glaſs manufactory in the City of 
Briſtol 3 and that the petitioners conceive, it will likewiſe be a confiderable loſs to the reye. 
nue, as the kelp uſed in the manufactory of glaſs is chiefly the produce of Ireland, and, upon 
the importation of it into England, a conſiderable duty is paid; and that theſe alarming ci. 
cumſtances induce the petitioners to beg that the Houſe will take the premiſes into their con- 
fideration, and afford them ſuch relief as ſhall ſeem meet. | | fo. 
A petition of the ſugar refiners of London; ſetting forth, that the petitioners find there 
are bills depending before the Houſe, reſpecting the giving leave for a free importatian of 
goods, wares, and merchandize, of the growth, product, or manufacture, of the Britiſt 
lantations in America, and the Weſt Indies, or of any of the ſettlements belonging to Oren gr 
Britain on the coaſt of Africa, and which are required to be imported from thence into Grea il W 
Britain 3 and the petitioners conceive, that, if the ſaid bills ſhould in their preſent form, paſi 
into a law, they would thereby be greatly injured ; ard therefore praying the Houſe, to take 
into their ſerious confideration the comparative view of the coſt of Britiſh Muſcovado fugary 
in Great Britain and Ireland, whereby it will appear, that the people of Ireland do at preſent 
import ſugars at a much lower rate than the people of England; and therefore the inhabi- 
tants of Ireland, in reſpe& to that commodity, being not aggrieved, the petitioners pray, 
that the word © ſugar may be included in the exceptions of the bill. A een 
A petition of the manufacturers of glaſs, in London, and in the counties of Middleſer, 
Surrey, and Stafford; taking notice of the bill to permit the exportation of certain goqds 
therein mentioned, directly from Ireland into any Britiſh plantation in America, er ay 
Britiſh ſettlement on the Toaſt of Africa; and ſetting forth, that the petitioners appte · 
hend, in caſe the ſaid bill ſhould paſs into a law, the ſame would be very injurious to, if ndi 
the total ruin of, themſelves, in the manufacture of glaſs in particular, and a great l. ft to 
the revenue and commercial intereſts of this kingdom; and therefore praying, that the Houſe 
will permit the petitioners to be heard, by themſelves or their counſel, in oppoſition to the 
faid bill; or that ſuch relief may be granted to them as ſhall ſeem fir. * 166 
A petition of the mayor, aldermen, and common council, merchants, ard inhabitants, of 
Exeter; ſetting forth, that the petitioners being informed. that ſeveral bills are Jepending 
before the Houſe, granting an exienfion of the trade of Ireland; and notwithſtandinz the WMimuc 
titioners conceive the exceptions prohibiting the exportation of woollens are to continue 
in force, yet they beg leave to expreſs their fears, that, ſhould the ſaid bills paſs into laws, 
the clandeſtine export of Iriſh woollens will greatly increaſe ; and the petitioners are yery 
appr: henfive, from a comparative view of the prices of labour and proviſions, and the difs 
ference of the taxes in both kingdoms, that ſuch laws will be productive of many other evils 
and occaſion inexprefſible injury and irreparable Joſs to this nation; the petitioners therefore, 
dreading ſuch fatal confequences, but ſincerely wiſhing their fiſter kingdom may have 
relief this country can properly grant, pray, that the further proſecution of the ſaid bills may 
be deferred until next ſeſſion of Parliament, that, in the mean time, objects ſo importa 
and extenſive may be thoroughly examined and digefted. | a 


= 


All theſe petitions were at different times preſented to the 
Houſe and read; and all ordered to lie upon the table. 


2 May 7. 
No debate. 
May 8. | 


Sir William Sir William Meredith moved, that an humble addreſs | 
Meredith. preſented to his Majeſty, to have all letters or extracts of 
letters laid hefore the Houſe, that may have been recrived 

by any of his Majeſty's miniſters or commiſſioners of the 

2 | __admiralty 
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admiralty, or other boards, relating to the equipment of the 
fleet that hath lately ſailed from Toulon. r 
e Agreed to. 
_ Adjourned to May 11. 
12 May 11. . 
Heard counſel and evidence on the Iriſh bill. When thoſe 
for this day were finiſhed, 
re Colonel Barre moved, that an humble addreſs be pre- Col. Barre, 
ented to his Majeſty, requeſting that his Majeſty will be 
1 craciouſly pleaſed to give directions that the remains of 
WILLIAM PITT; Fant or CHATHAM, be interred 
at the public expence ; ¶ and that a monument be erected] 
nin the collegiate church of St. Peter, Weſtminſter, to the 
a W memory of that great and excellent ſtateſman, with an in- 
ſcription, expreſſive of the ſentiments of the people on fo 
great and irreparable a loſs, and to aſſure his Majeſty that 
8 this Houſe would make good the expence attending the 
— Ar Earl died this morning, at his ſeat at Hayes, in 
Kent. N 
eKRight Hon. Thomas Torunſbend ſeconded the motion. Rt. Hon. J. 
te 2 Mr. Rigby, after expreſſing his great reſpect for that Towntend. 
fateſman's unrivalled talents, and his regret that his country Mr. Rigby. 
ing ould be deprived of them at a time when they were 7 : 
he {much wanted by her, declared, that no man in the Houſe, 
ne Wevered him living more than he did, though he ſometimes 
fred from him in politics; but the noble Earls virtues 
ad made an indelible impreſſion on his mind, and the very 
et words he ever ſpoke in Parliament, particularly com- 
banded his gratitude and admiration. He therefore cer- 
anly would vote for the motion, if the Honourable gen- 
emen ſhould think proper to perſiſt in it; but with ſome 
Ifidence he begged leave to ſay, that he thought a monu- 
nent to his memory would be a more eligible, as well as a 
hore laſting teſtimony of the public gratitude than the de- 
ue of his funeral honours. | 
r. Townſhend would have ſpoken in reply to Mr, Rig- Mr. Tewn- 
y, but ſorrow choaked his utterence, and he found him- Hend. 
elf obliged to fit down; recovering himſelf however in 
few minutes, he delivered a ſhort but moſt feeling eulo- 
um on the merits of the deceaſed peer, and concluded by 
xprefling his affliction, that he ſhould be ſnatched from us 
| 4 time when his country was in ſo much want of his 
llities, | : | pgs | 


„ Mr. 
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1 Mr. Dun- 


wing. 
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Mr. Dunning ſaid, he could not ſuppoſe there could be 
two opinions in the Houſe on ſuch a motion, in point of 
principle, though there might be ſome difference of ſenti- r 


ment upon the modes of expreſſing our ſenſations; for his Ml 2 


Lord North. 


ord North. 


Lord Jahn 


Lord North. 


Mr. T. 
Townſbend. 


f 


provided for by that Houſe, The motion paſſed uns- 


part, he thought the two propoſitions were in no degree op- iſ a 
polite, and, therefore, he moved as an amendment that the ir 
monument ſhould be included as an object of addreſs to his le 
Majeſty. oe | | 

Lord North then entering in great haſte, declared his hap. Un 
pineſs in arriving time enough to give his vote for the mo- ¶ ſa 
tion, which he hoped would be carried unanimouſly, and i ft: 
he lamented, that he had not breath enough, from the lit 
hurry in which he came, to-expreſs himſelf with the degree Ice. 
of reſpect, which he wiſhed to ſhew on ſo great an — dre 


Agreed to unanimouſl y. | - ob 
| May 12. | dey 
No debate. . Nn rig 
A 13. o 


Lord North, by his Majeſty's command, aſſured the Houſe, ¶ the 
that his Majeſty readily agreed to their addreſs, reſpecting a 1 


the interment of the Earl of Chatham, and the erecting a the 
monument to the memory of that great and excellent ¶ eſt⸗ 
ſtateſman. | ) 
Lord John Cavendiſh ſaid, he hoped the public gratitude Wdilc 
would not ſtop here. As that invaluable man had, whilſt Wl! 
in the nation's ſervice neglected his own, and though he had pen; 
the greateſt opportunity of enriching himſelf, had never pun 
made any proviſion for his family, he hoped an ample pto - ¶ to te 
viſion would be made for the deſcendents of ſo honeſt andi were 
able a minifter. | this 


Lord North coincided heartily in the noble Lord's wiſn; ¶ who 
and Lord Nugent, Mr. Byng, Mr. Fox, Mr. Montagy,fiſſcſtat 
&c. expreſſed the warmeſt eulogiums on the virtue of the the f 
deceaſed peer, who had always ſuffered his private intereſti be 
to be ſwallowed up in his attachment to the public good, Milt! 

Mr. Z. Townſhend moved an addreſs to his Majeſty, ex- 

reſſive of the wiſhes of Parliament in this point, and affur- 
ing his Majeſty, that whatever bounties he ſhould beſtow 
on the family of the deceaſed Earl, ſhould be chearfully 


nimouſly, 


Counſel were called in againſt the Iriſh bills, 


Fr BE May 14. Pom ren ger | 
Sir George Savile moved for leave to bring in a bill for the sir George 
repeal of certain penalties and diſabilities provided in an C - 
act of the loth and 11th of William the Third; intituled 
an act to prevent the further growth of -popery.. As an 
incentive jo the repeal of thoſe penalties inflicting ſuch vio- 
s W lent ſeverities on papiſts, he adverted to the peaceable and 
loyal behaviour of that part of the people under a govern- 
„nent, which, though it was not ſeveve in enforcing, yet 
- MW fffered ſuch intolerable penalties and diſqualifications to 
4 WW fand againſt them on the ſtatutes. As an inſtance of the 
e little danger there was likely to ariſe from this liberal pro- 
e cedure of Parliamennt, he mentioned their late loyal ad- 
i Wl dreſs to the crown, in which they not only expreſfed their 
obedience to the government under which they lived, but a 
degree of attachment to the conſtitution upon which the civit 
rights of this country have been eſtabliſhed by the Revolu- 
tion, which placed the preſent family upon the throne of 
e, MWibeſe kingdoms ; and as a further ſecurity he propoſed that 
g fufficient reſt might be formed by which they ſhould bind 
a MW themſelves to the ſupport of the civil government by law 
nt eſtabliſhed, 3 85 3 
Mr. Dunning ſeconded the motion, and went into a legal Mr. Dus- 
de diſcuſſion of the principles, object, and paſt operation of the vf · 
it bill which was intended to be repealed, He took up the 
a MW penalcies- of the bills under three ſeparate heads, Firſt : the 
er puniſhment of popiſh prieſts or jeſuits who ſhould be found 
o- No teach or officiate in the ſervices of that church, which acts 
nd vere felony in foreigners, and high treaſon in the natives of 
this kingdom. Secondly, the forfeitures of popiſh heirs, 
who had received their education abroad, which gave their 
eſtates to the next proteſtant heir, and the power given to 
the ſon or other neareſt relation, being a proteſtant, to take 
the poſſeſſion of the papiſt's eſtate, during his life and 
aftly, the depriving papiſts from acquiring any real property 
x-My purchaſe —which word, in the legal meaning, had a 
ur-MWouch greater latitude than in the ordinary ſenſe; for it ap- 
ou lied to all real property acquired by any other means than 
hat of deſcent. „ "ot 50 +; 55 
Theſe were the objects of the propoſed repeal. Some of 
them had now ceaſed to be neceſſary, and others were at all 
umes a diſgrace to humanity. The impriſonment of a po- 
piſh prieſt for life, on the account of his officiating in the ſer< 
Mees of his religion, was horrible in its nature; and to an 
2 Engliſhman 
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in this or that bill; but that it would take up the principle 
; —_ which the laws on each head were enacted, and fo mo- 
ify 


. exerciſing the nobleſt and beſt of all affections, the educat- 


even then they were not left at liberty to exerciſe. their 
functions ; but were from former laws reſtrained by a pu- 


four heads, and wiſhed that the Houſe would not go into 
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Engliſhman, muſt ever be held as infinitely worſe than 


A 
| death. Such a law in times of ſo great liberality, and when a 
pe 
1 


fo little was — 4 — from thoſe people, called loudly 
for repeal ; and he begged to recommend to the, Houſe, that 
niſhment of a year's impriſonment, and by a heavy fine. 
The mildneſs of- government had hitherto ſoftened the 
rigour of the law in the practice, but it was to be conſidered iff 4, 
that the Roman Catholic prieſts were till left at the mercy 
of the loweſt and baſeſt of mankind ; for on the complaint I in 
of any informing conſtable, the magiſterial and judicial po- 1 
wers were bound to enforce all the ſhameful penalties of the i br 
act. With reſpe@ to the encouragement held out by it, to bil 
thoſe children who are baſe enough. to lay their hands on the I p 
eſtates of their parents, or which debars a man from the i the 
honeſt acquiſition of property; it needed only to be men- 
toned in order to excite the indignation of the Houſe. 
The Attorney General [| Mr. Thurlow | declared he had no 
intention of oppoſing the bill; but he divided its object into 


the confideration of repealing this or that obnoxious clauſe 


the indulgence to be given the Roman Catholics, u 


not to leſe fight of the civil objects for which they wers gen 
framed. IH, | 5 Acne 8 
Tbe firſt propoſition he ſaid was the preaching and teach, la. 


ing of prieſts ; the ſecond the education of children abroad; 
for this was different from tho teaching meant in the firſt ¶ Ron 
propoſition, as one was the department of the prieſt or jr ery, 
ſuit, the other of the parent in directing his child's edves- 
tion; the third was the forfeiture of infants educated abroad Hindu 
to the Proteſtant next of kin; and the laſt was the preven- Mina 
tion of holding acquired property. Of all theſe - held 

as the moſt ſhocking that which debarred the parent from 


ing of his child in the manner that he thought beſt for the 
happineſs of his beloved. offspring. It was arming the vice 
of a family againſt its domeſtic ceconomy, and could not but 
excite deteſtation in every breaſt in that Houſe, To re- 
medy ſo glaring an evil required little heſitation; but to 
repeal the penalties againſt popiſh prieſts exerciſing their 


functions freely, required ſome confideration, The Hou N. 
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The queſtion was then pr eufly, agreed to. 
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The Houſe in  Cormitzen on:the Iriſh 1 ;mportation bill, . 
Mir. Babe: Mr. Bamber Gaſcoigne, (when the enumerated articles came 
Gafcoignee to be neceſſarily mentioned, in order to fill up che blanks) i 
| moved, that woollens, woollen cloths, whole or mixed cotton, I m 
and cotton goods, whole or mixed painted and printed linens, ¶ or 
gun- powder, and ſeveral other articles of Anfatzor conſe- 
ence, be exempted. agreed to. 
Hie next moved, that whatever. goods or merchandise, 7 
&c. which ſhould be permitted to be exported under this 
act, ſhould have duties laid upon any of them, or the in- 
gredicnts which compoſed them, equal to thoſe already ſub- 
: ſting in Great Britain, and likewiſe of any of che ſaid ex- gr 
port duties. | | 
| This clauſe being agreed to, Sic William Bagot gropola of 
* a Clauſe, that no iron, manufactured, ſhould. be permitted ou 
be exported under this act, till a duty of al. 10s, per ton be za 
laid upon all foreign iron imported! into Ireland. int 
| Theſe ſeveral clauſes being agreed to, Sir Thomas Eger 


ton moved, that the liberty given by this act to export checks this 
from Ireland, do not take place till the parliament of Ireland the 
ſhall take off the duty of one halfpenny A pound on all linen St. 
- Yarn exported from that kingdom. C 
The queſtion being 8 Put, the committee divided, , Aye 34. Ho 
Noes 19. in e 
"Pp May 20. „„ ; 1 Hoi 
No debate, 0 . po 
May 21 the 
ann Lord North rackentel to x id houſe of Commons the follow tow: 
| . ing meſſage from his Majeſty: | cont 
GEORGE R. 
His Majeſty having conſidered the hs of this Hou 
that he will be gracioully pleaſed to confer ſome ſignal ani N 
laſting mark of his royal favour on the family of the l, 
William Pitt, Earl of 3 and being deſirous to com 
ply as ſpeedily as poſſible with the requeſt of his faithful O 
Dommons, has given directions for granting to the preſenWreſp 
Earl of Chatham, and to the heirs of the body of the lat 
FI William Pitt, to whom the Earldom of Chatham may de 
ſcend, an annuity of four thouſand pounds per annum, payabl 
out of the Civil Lit revenue; but his Majeſty not having! V. 
in his power to extend the effect of the ſaid grant beyond tit 
tell 
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term of his own life, recommends it to the Houſe to confider 
of a proper method of extending, ſecuring, and annexing the 
fame to the Earldom of Chatham, in ſuch manner as ſhall be 
thought moſt effectual for the benefit of the family of the 
aid William Pitt, Earl of Chatham,” 
Geis 

It was moved that the ſaid meffage be referred to the com- 
mittee of ſupply ; and unanimouſly agreed to. A bill was 
ordered in, which alſo paſſed unanimouſly. 

The following petition was preſented. 


* —+4 — — * 


WM The humble Petition of the City of London, in Common- Council 
| aſſembled, - 

- SHEWETH, 
-M © That your petitioners — beg leave to return their 
- WH grateful thanks to this honourable Houſe for the noble and ge- 

nerous teſtimony which it has borne to the ſervices and merits 
1 of the late William Pitt, Earl of Chatham. 
ol And your petitioners with all humility, defire that their 
be zeal may not ſeem unpleaſing to this honourable Houſe, or be 

interpreted as a wiſh in your petitioners to vary from the ge- 
r. neral ſenſe of their country, as expreſſed in the late votes of 
ki this honourable Houſe, by their requeſting that the remains of 
na the Earl of Chatham be depoſited in the cathedral church of 
ca St. Paul, in the city of London. : 

« Your petitioners farther repreſent to this honourable 

35 Houſe, that they entirely feel the delicacy of their ſituation, 

in conſequence of the ſeveral meaſures taken by this honourable 
Houſe, but hope that a favourable interpretation will be put 
vpon any particular marks of gratitude and veneration which 
the firſt commercial city in the empire is earneſt to expreſs 
towards the Stateſman, whoſe vigour and counſels had ſo much 
contributed to the protection and extenſion of its commerce. 


By order of the Court, RIX.* 
No debate. | CR 
Ty „ | Adjourned to the 28th. 
May 285. 


Order of the day, for taking into conſideration the papers 
rſpefting the Toulon ſquadron © 
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Extra and Subſtance of ſeveral Papers and Letters received ly 


eceived 
anuary 3» 


1778. 


Received 


Jan. 10. 


Received 


Jan. 19. 


Received 
an. 25. 


Received 


" ditto. 


Received 
Jan. 28. 
Received 
4; 


Received 
Jan. 31. 


Received 
Feb. 2. 
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His Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State for foreign A. Wt; 
fairs, in Relation to the Equipment of the French Fleet lately a 
failed from Toulon, according ic the Dates of their being re- th 
ceived, which are ſpecified in the Margin. ti 


ates in the road, two of which are under failing orden, ſ of 
ave their full complement of men. 2 bee 
Tuo frigates of twenty-ſix guns, called the Magicienne I ſea 
and Precieuſe, will ſoon be launched at Toulon. ; 


1 am informed; that orders are ſent to Toulon, for all the 
hips of the line to put to ſea as ſoon as poffibles 

e is, that there will be a new armament of 
at leaſt 


The two new frigates, upon which they have been mom 
particularly employed at Toulon, are now almoſt finiſhed, 
and will be launched in a few days. nid cf 9507-3 

Things remain in the ſame ftate at Toulon, where they 
continue to work briſkly. Lio 
I am informed, that a great quantity of corn has bei diſa 
bought up at Marſeilles, for the uſe of the arſenal at Tou flat, 
lon; and that numbers of workmen were daily arriving . J 
that place, in order to build new ſhips ; as it is general The 
imagined, that moſt of thoſe in that harbour, arc 2% wan 
tually untit for ſervice, | | | ther 


Eyen 


* 


W 
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Every thing is in motion at Toulon, It is re rted, that Received 
orders have been given to fit out eight more ſhips of the Feb. 6. 
line, and all the frigates immediately; and that four thou- 
ſand ſailors are expected from the weſtern coaſts, Beſides 
the corn 2 they have bought up a large quan- 
tity of ſalt fiſh at Marſeilles. They are beginning to levy 
ſailors in the ports along the Mediterranean; ſome are ſent 
from Antibes. It is certain, they hardly ceaſe working 
night or day, and that the ovens are in conſtant employ- 
ment. | 

I am aſſured, that twelye ſhips of the line are to be armed Received 
at Toulon, f | E Feb. 3. 

Orders are ſaid to have been received at Toulon, to fit Received 
out, with expedition, four ſhips, four frigates, and four che- Feb. 9. 
becks, to join the ſquadron of ſix ſhips and four frigates in 
the road, It is talked, that Monfieur de Couſage will com- 
mand the whole. It is thought this new equipment will 
ſlacken the building of the three ſhips and two frigates. 

They are careening the twelve ſhips, which are to be fit- Received 
ted out immediately; and orders are received at Toulon, to Feb. 13. 
carry on the equipment with vigour, Four thouſand ſea- 
men are expected there in a week, As there is a want of 
2 three battalions of infantry are to be taken on 

ard. | | | 

The two new frigates are launched at Toulon. The men Receives 
of war in that harbour are not in ſo bad a ſtate as may have ditto. 
_ repreſented ; they are certainly in a condition to go to 

a, | $45 a 1 
The equipment of four ſhips of the line, four frigates, Received 
and four chebecks, at Toulon, goes on very briſkly. The Feb. 18. 
commanders are as yet unknown. The crews of the ſqua- 
dron in the road are compleating. = 

The levy of ſailors is carrying on with great activity all Received 
along the Mediterranean coaſt ; and they are draughting off Feb. 23. 
thoſe at Marſeilles, to ſend them to Toulon. | | | 

Expreſs orders are received at Toulon, to arm immediately Received 
ix ſhips of the line, five frigates, and four chebecks. The ditto. 
Lion and Hardi, part of the ſquadron in the road, are to be 
diſarmed and careened. The ſquadron continues in the ſame 
fate. The crews are compleated. Ee 

The armaments continue at Toulon, without alteration. Received 
The commander in chief is ſtill unknown. Nothing is now Feb. a5. 
wanting at that port; and twelve battalions are expected 
there in a few days. | 
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Received 
3 


Received 


March 5. 


Received 
March 9. 


Received 
March 13. 


Received 
March 16. 


| Received 
March 17. 


the road, and ready to ſail. | 
Count d' Eſtaing does not ſet out for Toulon till th 


M. de Brougnon, and M. de Broves. 
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Of the ſhips which were in Toulon road, the Hector, the 
Provence, and the Fantaſque, are returned into port, and 
diſarmed for careening ; and they are to be re- armed imme- 
diately after. When they are returned into the road, the 
three others, the Cæſar, the Lion, and the Hardi, will enter 
for the like purpoſes. 128 9 1 

The levy of failors continues with great activity on the 
coaſt of Languedoc, and they are immediately ſent to Tou- 
lon. Smiths, carpenters, painters, and, all other workmen, 
who can be uſefully employed, are retained for the ſervice of 
the fleet. They are buſy 1n fitting ont four men of war, 
which, with four frigates, and as many chebecks, are to be 
added to the fix now in the road. In ſhort, every thing 
ſeems to be in motion, and every ſtep to haſten on the 
equipment of the fleet. . 

'T am informed, that orders have been iſſued to get ready 
the whole naval force, and fit out all the ſhips whatever at 
Toulon. They work upon them without ceaſing, and with 
ſuch activity, that they have taken the men employed about 
the ſhips upon the ſtocks, to aſſiſt in the equipment. Three 
men of war, compoſing the firſt diviſion, are returned into 
the harbour, toundergo ſome repair, The Cato, a new ſhip, 
of ſixty-fgur guns, is maſted; four frigates, and four che- 
becks, in the harbour, are quite ready; as well as about 
nine or ten chaloupes, mounted with one gun, carrying bal 
of thirty-fix pounds weight. The bomb- veſſels are not as yet 
begun upon. Daily additions making to their ſtore of pro- 


yifions, of which _ have an abundance of all kinds. Freach 


Mediterranean coaſt entirely ſtripped of ſailors; and all 
their trading veſſels detained for want of men. | 
'Orders are received at Toulon, to arm the Tonnant and 


Languedoc of eighty guns, and the Cato of fixty-four : ti 


captains are not yet named. The ſhips in the road are tc 


be carèened, and to return into the road as ſoon as they ar 
The ſquadron will then conſiſt of two ſhips oi 


ready. 
gighty guns, fix of ſeventy- four, fix of ſixty-four, and on 
of fifty; fix frigates, and four chebecks. : : 

On the 15th the whole Toulon fleet, it is ſaid, will be in 


middle of next week. He goes to take the command of 2 


leaſt ten ſhips of the line; what number of frigates 1 df 


not yet know; and is to have under him 


* 


two chefs q"eſcadr 
Coun 
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Count d' Eſtaing ſets out for Toulon the ſeventeenth or Received 
eighteenth of March. The fleet which he is to command March 19. 
is to conſiſt of ſeventeen ſail; ten, or perhaps twelve, ſhips 
of the line, the reſt frigates. C 
About eighty. maſters of ſmall ſhips and veſſels have been Received 
taken at Marſeilles, and conveyed to Toulon, to ſerve in the March 20. 
fleet as coaſting pilots. The ſame diligence is making uſe 
of, to complete the armament ; and if they continue to work 
upon it as they bave begun, there is little doubt, but that 
the whole maritime force in that department will be read 
to put to ſea in the courſe of next month, at fartheſt, © - -- 
Vice Admiral Count d'Eftaing is ſetting out to take the Received 
command of the ſquadron at Toulon. He will have under March 26. 
him two commodores, Meffieurs de Brugnon and de Broves. | 
Orders are ſent to Toulon, for an additional equipment of Received 
four. large ſhips. - The whole ſquadron, amounting to twen- March 27, 
ty-five fail, will be in the road in three or four days. M. 
dEſtaing is expected to arrive at Toulon the 25th. The 
{quadron will be formed into two diviſions ; and it is be- 
55 that the Chevalier de Fabry will command the ſecond 
mohon........ .. | i 
Notwithſtanding the great preparations making in the Received 
futh of France, the French have not as yet made any le- March 28. 
ies of ſailors out of their own provinces; the Mediterra- 
bean coaſt of Italy is able to furniſh them with a confide- 
ble number, the greateſt part of which are generally at 
their command. From the moſt accurate accounts, the late 
extraordinary levies in the ports of France, Languedoc, and 
Provence, amount to upwards of ſeven thouſand men, thoſe 
of laſt year not included. Deſertion is very frequent 
nongſt them; as the ſailors in general, from the hardſhips 
fith which they are treated, ſeem to have little inclination 
v continue in the ſervice. | a | 
I am informed, that the preparations at Toulon are con- Receives | 
mued with the ſame activity; and that the greateſt part of April 3. 
e ſailors of ſeveral merchant-ſhips, lately arrived at Mar- 
illes from the French colonies, have been fent to the gene- 
| rendezvous. gl ty ies - 50) 
[ underftand that the French are uncommonly active at Received 
WW oulon. Some advices. mention, that twelve men of war April 2. 
gere in the road; but were: thinly manned... The filence of ß 
boſe who are in a fituation to be much better and ſooner in- 
med, makes me give no credit to them, However expe- 
itipus they may be in fitting out the additional ſhips, it is 
: ſcarcely 
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Received 
April 10. 


Received 
April 13. 


- Received 


April 19. 


Received 
April 20. 


Received 
April 21. 


Received 
April 2 Jo 


Received 
April 25. 
Received 
ditto. 


Received - 


April 27. 


are to embark on board the fleet ſome battering cannon, and 
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ſcarcely poſſible to have given them the neceſſary repairs in 


ſo ſhort a time; but, on the other hand, in cafe they are Myr 
ready, there is certainly a number of ſailors ſufficient for Nas 
their complement. of 

It is ſuppoſed, that Monſieur d' Eſtaing will fail from Myot 
Toulon the twelfth or fiftcenth of April, with ten ſhips of Whhi 
the line, and five frigates. pre 


Count d'Eftaing arrived at Toulon the 27th of March, | 
He has added two ſhips to his ſquadron. | 

The Toulon ſquadron will certainly fail by the twelfth or 
fifteenth of April. One hundred picked men from the re- 
gular troops, are to embark on board each veſlel. of 


They write from Marſeilles, . that a fleet will fail from Mito 
Toulon about the middle of April; and is to confiſt of ten ing 
ſhips of the line, eight frigates, four chebecks, and one bark, No 
It is nevertheleſs confidently imagined, that, however expe- incl 


ditious they may be, they will not be able to have their 
ſhips ready before the latter end of April, or the beginning 8 


of May. . rs 
Since the arrival of Count d'Eftaing at Toulon, they have - 
worked with redoubled activity to compleat the equipment lic 


of his ſquadron. Beſides the regular troops embarking, they 
furnaces for heating balls; and, in ſhort, all the materials 
for a ſiege. His miſſion is impenetrable ; he is to ſail the 
tenth or twelfth of April, at lateſt. After the departure of 
this fleet, they go to work on the ſecond ſquadron ; to con- 
faſt of five ſhips of the line, three frigates, and four chebecks; 
and it as ſtill believed, that M. de Fo abry is to command it. 
The Count d' Eſtaing is inceſſantly employed at Toulon, 
in ſeeing and ordering every thing himſelf. Some paſſen- 
2 diſtinction, who are concealed, are to embark with 
m. Po 2558 e 
— That an embargo was laid at Marſeilles on all ſhips 
whatever; that all ailors from thence were ſent to Toulon. 
hat there were in the road of Toulon fix frigates ant 
nine {hips of the line; and they were to be joined by three 
others. Count d' Eſtaing was arrived at Toulon, and was tl 


hoiſt his flag on board the Languedoc. I bart 
The whole ſquadron of Count d' Eſtaing is in TovlaWmain 
road; and propoſed to fail the eleventh. It has on - boanlſiſact & 


five hundred of the regiment of Hainault, and five hundre 
of the regiment de Foix; which, added to the marines, 1 
form an army of ſix thouſand foot, for a deſcent. — 

| taller] 
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tllery for a ſiege; mortars, bombs, iron grates and pincers 

for heating balls, cheſts of arms, money, &c. The men 

have been paid three months in advance. Four paſſengers 

of diſtinction are to go on board, who are concealed, and 

1 Wot to be ſeen by any one. The ſquadron confiſts of twelve 

f ps ” the line, and fix frigates ; and the departure is much 
refſed. , wht 

p 4 Mr. d'Eftaing's ſquadron failed the thirteenth of April, at Received 
four in the afternoon, with a fair wind, accompanied by April 27. 

rbourteen large merchant ſhips. | 59 1 

hat Mr. d'Eſtaing's ſquadron was ſeen the fourteenth Received 
of April near Toulon, ſteering to the ſouthwards, It was April 29. 

n MWthought to be cumpoſed of twelve ſhips of the line, four 

n ingates, and four chebecks. It is reported there were about 

. wo thouſand, or two thouſand four hundred troops on board, 

- Wincluding marines. To, | 5 1 


g Sir William Meredith obſerved, that, amidſt all the dan- Sir Villa 
gers that threatened the very being of this country, in che eU. 
e Wrery wreck of our commerce, and amidſt the ſnhocks of pub- 
lie credit, the miniſters themſelves ſeemed careleſs, thought - 
ess, and regardleſs of what is paſt, preſent, and to come. It 
d does not, however, appear that they have been wanting 
ls Win information; they had early and compleat intelligence of 
e the preparations at Toulon. On the 3d of January laſt 
H chey had notice of the equipment; on the Sth of Februar 
„they had advice of the number of ſhips that was to 
; the ſquadron, and on the 28th of the ſame month, that the 
crews were all compleated. They had early information of 
Monſieur d' Eſtaing's arrival, and of the day on which he 
intended to ſail; that he had 6000 troops on board; and 
that he actually did fail upon the 13th. We are now pretty 
far advanced in the month of May, yet our fleet is ſtill at 
dpithead; not a ſhip is ſeat out, nor one ſtep taken to guard 
us againſt this formidable armament, wherever the attack 
may be deftiried. Yet it was on the 20th of November 
when the Earl of Sandwich informed the public there were 
torty-two ſhips of the line fit for ſervice, of which hedaid 
turty-five might put to ſea at an hour's warning, and the re- 
aining ſeven would be ready in a fortnight. One needs 
ot be a ſtateſman to know, that on an apprehenſion of a fo-. * 
ign war, the firſt thing to be done is to ſend a fleet to the 
editerranean. To what other purpoſes were Gibraltar b 
nd Minorca conquered ? And why have they been e 
: taine 
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cCompoſe a majority cannot, in the _ of the world, clear 


| 2 2 N 1 * ont of the Mediterranci 


r A. 179 


tained at the expence of many millions? Sir William ſaid, he A 
earneſtly wiſhed: the King's miniſters might clear themſelves 

from every poſſible imputation. It is not only neceſſary in this W Ire 
country that public opinion ſhould go along with government; 
but that they ſhould maintain their credit in the ſeveral courts 
of Europe. But if it be true, as the Firſt Lord of the Admi- tab 
ralty aſſerted, that we had fo great a fleet ready in Novem- co: 


ber, and Which might by this time have had twenty more att 
"ſhips of the line added to them, it is unaccountable that = He 
ſhould be at this hour lying idle and uſeleſs at Spithead. nac 


If a negative” was to be put on the motion going to bel ve 


| made, he ſincerely wiſhed it might be on the fulleſt proof ve 


and convictien that the miniſters. have done their duty. tic 
Without ſuch proof and conviction, the numbers which may 


them of neglect and criminality. ir Wiltiam then r 


IV CE 


the following reſolutions. dat 
e rit, That it appears to this Houle, that his Majeſty tem 
miniſters did receive: intelligence, at different times, in the kar 
months of January, February, March, and April laſt; of ic 
che equipment of the fleet at oulon, which failed under thelff ret 
command of the Count d' Eſtaing, on the 13th of April laſt. nav: 
4 24, That it does not appear to this Houſe, that any or- have 
ders were ſent until the agth day of April, for any fleet off for 
obſervation, to attend the motions of the ſaid Toulon fleet irf 
and that no fleet did actually fail, until the 20th of yigh fect 
Fer. month of May, when deren fail of he line lt 75 
3d, That — the navy of Geest Britain wa i cd i 

Ae uh of November laſt, repreſented by. the King's mi been 
miſters and ſervants to conſiſt of forty- two ſhips of the lia ¶ le 
in Europe, of which thirty - five were ſuppoſed to be ua 
for immediate ſervice, and ſever others Werd che! nv 
8 — that they might put to ſea in a fortnight: his Maſe 
y's*mimſters were inattentive to the public welfare ec 


„in not having ſtationed a fleet in the Mediterran 

A bas been the practice in former times, and on ſimilar ot 
fon; by which. negte&, the advantages to be derived frot 
the-expenfive fortreſſes at Gibraltar and Port Mahon hae. 
been loſt; and the Toulon fleet has been leſt at liberty, 
fix weeks paſt, to proeted towards the attack of N bn 
Majeſty's: dominions abroad, and to form a) 


n ige e 418 
= ; 


5 * 
2 9322 
e 


J 
and thereby collect a force from which Great Britaiſi and 
Ireland may be expoſed to imminent danger.” 
Sir George Longe ſeconded the motion. 


Ww2 reien 
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country, and that fituation was fo critical as to merit more 
oF attention than the Houſe ſeemed inclined to beſtow upon it. 
He then entered into a very diſtin diſcuſhon of the cha- 
n&ters of the preſent French miniſters, to ſhew, that if 
eve had been decided in our plan, or had acted with vigour, 
ve ſhould have forced that court to have renounced its — 
„nian treaty, and to have ſued for a continuation of peace; 
But that unfortunately for this country, our miniſters ſeem- 
ed to be as ignorant of the characters of thoſe they had to 
deal with, as they were of events; for it was well known, 
that the pacific diſpoſition of the French King, the cautious 
temper of Monſ. de Maurepas, and the difficulty Mr. Nec- 
kar found in procuring money, ſeconded by the vigorous de- 
eiſion of this country, would have overbalanced the inte- 
reſted and ambitious views of the perſon at the head of their 
naval department. He mentioned three things that might 
have been done, any one of which would have raiſed the 
Fory of this country, and humbled the court of- France, 
rſt, by a ſpirited meſſage, accompanied with a powerful 
fect, in December laſt, to have ordered the French court 
to diſmiſs Franklin and Deane, which he had the beſt reaſon 
to believe, from his information, would have been acquieſ- 
ed in: or to have declared war, or acted as if war had 
teen declared, upon the recall of our ambaſſador :'or to 
have ſent a fleet to the Mediterranean, to oppoſe the Toulon 
quadron. The efficacy of this laſt meaſure he was ſo much 
wnvinced of, that he heartily agreed to the third motion of 
the honourable gentleman [Sir William Meredith J. He 
poceeded to fay, that the fault muſt either be owing to 
vant of a deciſive and vigorous plan, or to want of readis 
teſs in Our navy: that the firſt might be the caſe, our pre- 
ent unneceſſary and deſperate fituation with reſpect to Ames 
nean affairs, gave us but too much reaſon to ſuppole : if it 
Was owing to the ſecond, even then part of the blame be- 
bneed to the firſt miniſter, who ought to controul and in- 
Ivence all ſubordinate departments. He inſinuated, that 
hen timid and conciliatory meaſures were to be entered in- 
©, that then the noble Lord did «< xert theſe powers in their 
full extent; but when vigour, activity and exertion were 
YO Joke E e neceſſary 


$ Mr. Adam laid, the conſideration of the papers upon the Ms. A 
table were ſo materially connected with the ſituation of this 
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Mt. Zilis. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1913. ll / 
neceſſary to animate and puſh forward the flow and tedious 
operations of the various departments of government, he o 
then diſowned that he had any controuling power, or that le 
he would ever think of encroaching upon the province of h. 
others. He here recommended Lord Chatham to his exam- be 
ple; and exhorted him, if he had any ambition, by an ef- n 
fort of exertion and activity, to retrieve his character, that to 
he might receive hereafter the ſame honourable teſtimonies ¶ at 
of approbation from a grateful people, that they were now 5 
paying with ſo much alacrity to the memory of that great 
and illuſtrious ſtateſman. He then warned the noble Lord, In- 
that he would not now meet with the ſame excuſe and for- ho 
giveneſs from this country, as he had met with in the Ame. I bo 
rican affairs; that the whole nation were unanimous upon ſth! 
this ſubject; that the ſpirit of the nation was up, and it was mc 
the buſineſs of the miniſter to purſue meaſures that ſhould MW mo 
reſent the injuries of France, and intimidate the other ter 
branch of the houſe of Bourbon from fulfilling the family I det 


—_— Wa 
Mr. Ellis objected to the propriety of the motion, and lor 
ſaid, however true the facts were, the enquiry was highly del 
improper. He did not think the Houſe of Commons an ai- iſ Ho 


ſembly calculated for the diſcuſſion of ſtate affairs; it was rect 


Mr. Tewn- Mr. Townſhend followed Mr. Ellis, and ridiculed his no- 
1 


Mr . B YYnęg . 


the buſineſs of Parliament to raiſe ſupplies, not debate on I gre 
the meafures of government. The one was the proper ob- ¶ Pt 
ject of legiſlative, the other of executive power. The ſe- I ting 
nate of Rome, indeed, diſcuſſed all political queſtions ; but I 
that body was compoſed of men- of honour and. diſcretion, ag 
who could keep their own ſecrets. A point of great moment that 
was once agitated, when fix hundred ſenators were preſent; ¶ tho 
but not a word tranſpired of their deliberations, till the exe. ¶ foi 
eution of their counſels had actually taken place; whierea I gun 
the debates of both Houſes of Parliament in England were for! 
ſure to be publiſhed in every news- paper. Mr. Ellis het 
moved the previous queſtion. 


tion of the ſecrecy of this Houſe being greater in formef 
times than now. He condemned his motion, and the doc- 
trine upon which it was founded, as calculated to cruſh alt 
by at all times, and as depriving. the Houſe of one d 
privileges. 

Nr. Byng fd; he had dune blames: the miniſters 6 
no information; he had now to blame them for t 

ing no advantage of the good information they had had. 


vl 
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Mr. Fox ſaid, he could not avoid giving his opinion up- Mr. Fox. 


on the preſent queſtion, ill defended, or rather totally neg- 
lected as it had been by the miniſters ;. that he ſhould think 
himſelf happy if any of the noble Lords, or any of the 
honourable gentlemen upon the treaſury bench would inter- 
rupt him at that moment ; that finding they were not likely 
to afford him that ſatisfaction, and feeling himſelf in a ſitu- 
ation, in which, according to his comprehenſion of the 
ueſtion, no member of Parliament had ever ſtood before. 

eeling that he, as a member of this Houſe, had, with 
many other perſons in it, been inſulted by what the right 
honourable gentleman had ſaid. For what had his right 
honourable Fiend ſaid ? After papers had been delivered to 
this Houſe, and theſe papers taken into conſideration, he had 
moved the previous queſtion : and upon what grounds had he 
moved that queſtion * Becauſe this Houſe ought not to de- 
termine that the facts ariſing out of thoſe papers were fit to 
determine upon; that the concluſion drawn from theſe facts 
was not a fit concluſion for this Houſe to draw. His right 
honourable friend had mentioned a great aſſembly who could 
deliberate with ſecrecy, and he ſeemed to wiſh that this 
Houſe could be as ſecret as the ſenate of Rome. He would 
recommend to that gentleman's attention, what one of the 
greateſt ornaments of that ſenate ſaid, who was indeed too 
zpt to praiſe himſelf at the expence of that aſſembly : wri- 
ting one day to a friend of his, he ſays, ** De cauſa non ve- 
recundi graviter dixi. He then proceeded to anſwer all the 
arguments that had been offered for the previous queſtion : 
that ſo far from being an improper time to enquire, he 
thought it was the favourable moment that theſe reſolutions 
ſhould be entered into, and enquiry made; that all the ar- 
guments of the right honourable gentleman were calculated 
for refuſing the information that had been already given; 
they ſhould have been made when the *papers were moved 
for, not when they were to be taken into conſideratiofl; that 
the privilege of this Houſe was certainly to enquire into, and 
to cenſure the eonduct of thoſe who were entruſted with the 
executive power. The right honourable member had ſaid, 
hat the matter before us was a fit ſubje& of deliberation for 
his Majeſty's council, not for the Houſe of Commons. He 
ſurely could not mean that the cabinet council was the fit 
place to cenſure want of wiſdom in his Majeſty's councils. 
Nor could it be, ſuppoſed that the fame council that had 
yanted wiſdom in ſo many inſtances, was likely to be correct 
Fo Ee 2 „ 
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future. He obſerved that the right honourable gentleman', Ml ©: 
argument was ſo broad, that it was calculated to {kreen eve. nc 
ry miniſter that had ever exiſted ; and, if founded in reaſon, w. 
ought to put an end to all enquiry upon the conduct of thoſe I . 
who directed affairs. But broad as that argument was, it © 
was not calculated to ſkreen the preſent miniſters, att 
Te faid, an honourable friend of his Mr. Adam] had th 
early in the debate mentioned the miniſter's ignorance of the ¶ na 
character of the French court. He indeed believed they th: 
were completely ignorant of that court, for they had taken | 
po. ſtep that common ſenſe would have dictated. : and 
He faid, the right honourable gentleman [Mr. Ellis) I i \ 
had expreſſed a very indecent opinion in very decent words; lar 
for nothing would be ſo injurious to the honour of Parliament, app 
nothing ſo great an imputation on their credit and under. 
ſtandings, nothing ſo abhorrent from the ends and principles 
of their inſtitution, as to ſuppoſe Parliament incapable of 
deliberating, judging, and debating on thoſe affairs of ſtate, 
phach: they were immediately ſummoned to vote and deter. 
mine upon. To ſpeak with freedom, and with the fulleſt 
extent that reaſon dictated, and information gave, was the 
eſſence of parliamentary functions; ; but it became chem 
more particularly at a time when there was either tuch egte, 
gious folly, or ſuch heinous treachery, in the King's mints 
ſters, that, though that Houſe had given ſuch evo) mous fi p- 
plies, for the defence of Great Britain and tlie honbhr of 
— crown, yet had no one meaſure been taken to puard 
inſt che greateſt danger that ever threatened this couatry. 
Whilt France was ſending out vaſt fleets to attack all ort re- 
maining poſſeſſions ; whilſt ſhe was arming great bodies of 
troops, and marching up to the ſea coaſts, probably with a 
intent to invade England or Ireland, the government 
ſupine, torpid, lenſeleſs, and intive.: It was the care, 'the 
vigilance, the vigopr of Parliament only, chat could ey 
deemhis country. 
Lord Nerth. © Lord North ſaid, he ſhoutd be happy to hate his tb four: 
| haired into chen che proper time was come, but he didſtie d 
not conpeive the preſent time to be fit for that u . it r 
That he could not anſwer for the ability of his advice; not bad 1 
that he wid prove fupreſsful; but he was ſure that — allom 
he:did adviſe, he adviſed honeſtly, He ſeemed: to think th; 
, channeþſervice necoſiary to be _ care of, tho he dreateamtat. b 
am ãnvaſion as little as any b nor did he think any Cuch{ble f. 
thing very likely to rend K did not know but a nova 
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or a village might be burnt. but he was ſure conqueſt could 
never be the conſequence of ſuch a deſcent. That freemen 
would always be able to repel every ſuch attempt. That 
el with reſpect to the dependencies of this country, they were 
tl {© ſcattered, that it was impofhble to defend them all from 
attack, but he truſted: ſomething might be done to protect 
IH them. That he had every reaſon to believe the French fleet 
el was very ill mar ned, ea ill provided of every thing, and 
1 tat they were gone back to Toulon. FOES IT Ex 
all He then entered into a comparative view of the French 
and Spaniſh fleets with that of England, and ſeemed to think . 
it was not at all wonderful, if the other two nations had a 
larger united fleet than this country; for if a country did 
apply a great part of its revenue to building of ſhips, no 
doubt it could build ſhips ; but he was inclined to think the 
pritiſh ſeamon were much ſuperior, and that we ſhould beat 
hem, tho? we had fewer ſhips of the line. 
His Lordſhip then entered into the diſcuſſion of continen- 
tal connections. Firſt of all, he vindicated himfelf from 
having any ſhare in giving them up. As for their utility, 
it was very difficult, from what he ſaid, to underſtand wWhe. 
ther he thought them uſeful or not. Firſt of all, he ſaid, 
they coſt Great - Britain a vaſt deal, and the return they 
i made was not adequate to the expence. Great-Britain was 
9M frong enough without them: they did not add to her 
of ſtrength, He then ſcemed to think that the battles won by 
a dur allies were battles won to Great- Britain, and that ſhe 
therefore might be advantaged by them. And after diſcuſ- 
ing the matter for ſome time, the Houſe was left in a ſtate 
of 0..ſcuri:y whether he was for or againſt thoſe connections. 
He ſaid, the declarations of Spain were perfectly peaceable, 
ud thought it could not ſurely be good policy to act in a 
toſtile manner againſt a country that had not done any thing 
offend us; that ſuch a conduct was the ſure and only 
nay to eſtabliſh the family compact. He then ſaid, an ho- 
tourable gentleman Mr. Adam] had accuſed him early in 
le debate for not taking upon him the controuling power of |. 
lei irt miniſter, and guiding all the inferior departments; and 18 
Fad infinuated, that on ſome occaſions he was not averſe to | 
ume that power. In anſwer to that charge, his Lordſhip: 
head to ſay, that he knew na e r, as prime miniſter-; 
ent he was firſt Lord of the Treaſury, and would be anfwer- 
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Sir Fillom Sir William Meredith then moved his ſecond reſolution; rery 


- partments of others; that whatever name he might receive, 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 8. 
ſumptuous as to think himſelf capable of directing the de. if , 


he did not think this conſtitution authoriſed ſuch a character, 
and that he ſtood reſponfible as one of his Majeſty's cabinet hay 
council, but not as that animal called a firſt minifter. He 
ſaid, when Minorca was loft, there was no enquiry nor 
cenſure paſt, till the buſineſs was all over. His Lordſhip N ui 
ſeconded the previous queſtion. | ho 

Mr. Grenville replied to Lord North. He faid, that, I ne 
although he had retired into the country, and wiſhed 
to have enjoyed the comforts and tranquility of. domeſtic 
happineſs, without interruption ; yet the importance of the IN Me 
queſtion, and the alarming ſtate of our affairs, had impelled e: 
him to return to his duty in Parliament, and to give his vote 
on the preſent queſtion, He deſired the Houle to remem- N ne 
ber, that he had given notice of the French treaty with Hof! 
America. He deſired it to be remembered, that the mini- NA 
ſter denied what proved to be true. He called to the me- Ant 
mory of the public, how notorious the preparations at Tou- Nad 
lon were; that it now appears, the miniſters knew every und. 
ſtep that our enemies were taking; and aſked, how they vou 


could anſwer to their King, their country, and their God, I But 


for all the miſchiefs which their delay and inattention might Near 
probably bring on this devoted nation? ws 
The Houſe divided; for the previous queſtion, 117;M., 
inſt it, 91. 2 


* Aeredicb. but Lord North, after a ſhort ſpeech, moved an adjournment. put t 


the reſpective ſituations of the majority with 


After the ſecond motion was read, and Lord North had 
moved the adjournment, a member defired to know, why 
the mode of proceeding was altered from the previous que: 
ſtion to a motion of an adjournment? To which Lord North 
gave no anſwer ; but Sir William Meredith replied that then 
was a very obvious motive for preferring the motion of ad: Nnotic 
journment ; becauſe the Houſe would then break up without 
having the third motion ſtated, which contained a charge 0 
neglett and inattention and which the miniſter himſelf nov 
admitted to be true: for it amounts to the admiſſion of a fad nd : 
when the perſon charged not only ayoids an inquiry but fug 
even from diſcuſhon. Perhaps indeed it might not have be! 
agreeable to the noble Lord to have ſeen a motion of perſons 
cenſure ſupported by ſo great and ſo very reſpectable a ml 
nority, as had juſt now voted againſt the previous queſiion| 
and the more ſo as people without doors wi i be apt to compal 
at minorit] 

ou 


gig" 


I 
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that the one is compoſed of independent men, the others al- 
moſt to a man enjoy the emoluments of government, But 
there was one thing, Sir William ſaid, he could not help ta- 
king notice of, which was that his Lordſhip had attempted to 
juſtify his conduct by the example of the miniſtry in 1756. 
Whereas nothing could be more diſſimilar, neither could any 
thing be more unfair or more indecent in any man than to rake 
the aſhes of the dead for a covering to his own ſhame. In 1756 
the French, with a force fitted out at Toulon, attacked and 
took Minorca. The miniſtry at that time were very highly 
and perhaps deſervedly blamed for not having a fleet in the 
Mediterranean, which the policy of this eountry requires to 
be always ready there on the moſt diſtant apprehenſions of a 
rar. But did the miniſters then lie fleeping on their poſts as 
the preſent miniſtry are now doing? No, it was on the 27th 
of March when they received intelligence of the preparations 
at Toulon; and ſuch was the diligence and diſpatch of Lord 
Anſon, the firſt lord of the admiralty, that a fleet was got 
ready in a fortnight : it actually failed on the 12th of April 
under Admiral Byng ; and had that fleet been ſucceſsful, there 
would have been no failure in point. of time or preparation. 
But it is a miſtake to aſſert, that parliament did not go as 
early as poſhble into the diſcuſſion of that buſineſs. . Twas 
indeed too late to enter into a formal enquiry that ſeſſion; but 
the miniſters were immediately and inceſſantly arraigned both 
vithin and without doors for not being armed ſooner. The 
very firſt day of the next ſeſſion, the inquiry was moved; 
nt the minifters then did not fhrink from it as theſe do now; 
n the contrary, when the motion was made on this ſide the 
Houſe, a noble Marquis [Lord Granby] whoſe memory will 
fer be dear to his friends and to his country, inſtantly aroſe, 
s a friend to the adminiſtration, to ſecond it; and ſo far from. 
king with previous queſtions, or a {till more diſgraceful 
otion of adjournment, the ſtrife was, who ſhould promote 
e enquiry moſt, Let me then aſk wherein does the conduct 
if that adminiſtration reſemble this? I mentioned already 
at the intelligence came on the twenty-ſeyenth of March, 
nd though unprepared at that time, the fleet ſailed on ths 
relfth of 
me of the preparations at Toulon, On the twentieth of 
lorember preceding that, the Earl of Sandwich informed the 
lic that the fleet lay ready for ſailing. Tis now the mid- 
le of May, and not a ſhip has failed from Spithead. On 
at enterprize Monſ. D'Eſtaing is gone, neither the _ 
| ers 


April. On the third of January laſt intelligence 
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Halifax; or to attack Jamaica or ſome other of our Weſt. 


Mr. Vyner. 


Mr. Wilkes, 


a a firm ſupport, At the ſame time I declare that I thiok it too 


to ſecond the motion, and to propoſe an amendment. | fub- 
mit to you, Sir, the point of order. I rejoice that the bo- 
nourable member is now among us, for I hope to obtain from 


'PARLIAMENTARY | A. 1778. 
ſters nor we know, but we may be aſſured that he is not gone 


upon an idle errand ; whether he is ordered to the Delaware to 
attack the remains of our inefficient army there; or to take 


India iſlands, time will ſhew : but ſure it is, that whatever in- 
creaſe of ruin it may bring on the commercial intereſt of this 
country, whatever diſgraces and whatever loſſes may happen 
from the operation of the Toulon ſquadron, are all to be at- 
tributed to thoſe miniſters who might have prevented our miſ- 
fortunes, if they had made a proper ule of thoſe ample ſup- 
plies which we have granted, but which have lain to every 
national purpoſe uſeleſs in their hands, From their tempers 
and from their habits much may be attributed to inattention 
and to careleſſneſs. Tis indeed ignominious, it is hateful 
for men in public ſtations even to ſcem regardleſs of public 
ſafety in the hour of diſtreſs and danger; but in the preſent 
ſituation of affairs, there is ſomething more than can be ſet 
down to the account of folly only; and if the king's miniſten 
ſhrink as they do now from all inveſtigation of their condud, 
unjuſtifiable as neglect is, they will incur a ſuſpicion of ſome- 
thing ſtill more criminal. 

May 26. the 


Mr. Hner moved, that this Houſe will now reſolve itſelf in- W giv 
to a committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of the ſtate and M ca 
condition of the army which ſurrendered themſelves priſo- jon 
ners, on convention, at Saratoga in America; and alfo by W tc 
what means Lieutenant General Burgoyne, who commanded 
that army, and was included in that convention, was releaſed, 
and 1s now returned to England. TS 

Mr. Miltes. I riſe to ſecond the motion of the honourable 
gentleman, but I confeſs that I am not a little embaraſſed x 
to the mode of our proceedings on this ſingular buſineſs, | 
entirely approve the motion as far as it goes, and will give it 
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narrow, and that it ought to be amended by ſome general and 
words, which would comprehend all the tranſactions of the poſſe 
northern army in America during the laſt campaign, prior to wenn 
the affair of Saratoga. I believe that I am not at liberty bon ferv: 


him that information, which miniſters have denied to ibi mare 
Houſe, I think that information ought to include eve]{iſh | 
tranſaction of moment from the General's leaving Europe i toad. 
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his embarking from America. Fruth will; I am perſuaded, 


1 length reach the public ear. Ido not, however, Sir, in 
 W this fairagd ful hiftorical detail meary to include -a- relation 


of che military operations of the laſt campaign. The Houſe 


may not be competent to a deciſion on thote ſubjects, But, 
Sir, I would go much farther than the honourable. gentleman 
12 made you: the motion. I would cloſely purſue the ſteps 
of thoſe who with unhallowed feet invaded: America, A 
nice ſenſe of national honour calls upon us to enquire into 
me cauſes of the loſs of an entire Britiſh army by a diſgrace- 
bol capitulation, into the particulars of the treaty with the 
; Wl fibres, their conduct during the campaign, the imputed 
n eHiatics,” and particularly the ſetting fire to villages and 
| WF lidvtes of the country people, without : any apparent neceſſity 
c Hb! military motives, Theſe important conſiderations, 
t with many otliers, are not comprehended 1 in the metom at 
te honourable gentleman. © 
n Sit, I defire it may be underſtood that I * not * to 
, bring” a charge againft the commander in chief; but, as a 
- public man, to aſk that information which can beſt be had 
from an intelligent officer of high rank, juſt returned-from 
the great ſcene of action. I am ſure he will moft willingly 
. five it to the Houſe, | Every gazette of Europe and Ameri- 
d has publiſhed the diſgrace of our arms at Saratoga, the 
> ignominious terms of the convention, the charges of fre- 
7 Wl quent murders and maſſacres of the defenceleſs inhabitants, 
d and the wanton devaſtation and burning of the country by 
0, WI the Britiffi IJ ami entitled to the General's thanks 
for afhſting in giving him this long-withed. opportunity.of 


le clearing up many particulars confeſſedly perplexed and intri- 


«WF eate; of juſtifying himſelf and others, under the charges 

] which ve been exhibited, at the bar of the public, by half 
i the print&d-papers'of almoſt the laſt twelvemonth;- His de- 
00 licate feelings will alvraysreſpect the opinion of bis.country, 
ra and he will liſten with attention to the voice of the people, 


he poſſeſſin an undoubted right to ſerutinize. his conduct, as 


to well as chat · of every man in their fervice, and the mi 
th grants of the crown mentioned — — Ä—Ä— 
uld rejbee that the unh mpreſſion made on the m 
'of men by that proclama a Auel by the General laſt June, 
from the camp at Putnam Creek, was done away. It bears his 
dame, amis; believe, avowed, The candid part of che world 
| lp be ations to have the fame: clear evidence; of hus-wife 
onduet: and hurhanity in North. America, which. hg: dften 
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Mr. Fox. 


General 
Bur goyne. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1773. 


gave there of an active ſpirit and great perſonal bravery, It 
would ill become me, Sir, on this momentous occaſion, to 
take up more of your time. The impatience of the Houſe 
is highly raiſed and juſtly excited by objects of infinite con- 
ſequence, and cannot fail of being completely gratified. 

Hon. Mr. Fox propoſed an amendment, by inſerting, af- 
ter “ confider,” the words, „of the tranſactions of the 
northern army under Lieutenant General Burgoyne, and 
of —” The motion tor the amendment was ſeconded by T. 
Powys, Eſq. | 

General Burgeyne. Not imagining there would be an 
motion by the honourable gentleman who ſpoke firſt [ Mr. 
4 but that merely a deſire of information would be 
expreſſed upon certain ſubjects, I had myſelf prepared a mo- 
tion for an addreſs to the King, to have ſuch papers laid be- 
fore the Houſe, as are now in poſſeſſion of the ſecretary of 
ſtate, and contain an account in detail, much too long for me 


to give in my place, of every circumſtance expreſſed in the 


queſtions of the honourable gentleman. Thoſe papers are of 
the utmoſt importance to the ſtate, to Parliament, and to the 
public. | 

The turn the buſineſs has taken precludes me at preſent 
from my intended motion ; but I riſe to give my warmeſt 
tupport to the amendment propoſed ; and as reaſons for the 
expediency of inſtituting a full enquiry, to which the amend- 
ment points, I ſhall endeavour, as far as I can do it without 
breach of order in debate, to give to both the gentlemen 
[ Mr. Vyner and Mr. Wilkes] ſatisfaction upon the parti- 


cular ſubjeQs of their enquiries. 


I agree with the honourable gentleman who ſeconded the 


motion, that all the conduct reſpecting the Indian nations 1s 


a matter that ought to be thoroughly canvaſſed ; and I look 
upon his calling upon me openly, and in my place, as ſome 
reparation for the very free, and not very generous com- 
ments he made upon my conduct in my abſence. | 
Sir, I. ever eſteemed the Indian alliance at beſt, a ne- 
ceſſary evil. I ever believed their ſervices be over valued; 
ſometimes inſignificant, often barbarous always capricious; 
and that the employment of them was only juſtifiable, when 
by being united to a regular armythey could be kept under 
controul, and made ſubſervient to a general ſyſtem. | 
Upon this principle I heartily - concurred with that gallant 


and humane general, Sir Guy Carleton, in the year 17706, t 


decline the offers and ſolicitations of the Indians to be then 
* | | _ . employ 
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employed ſeparately : the impoſſibility of compleating the 
preparations for paſſing the regular troops over the lakes, 
made it 1mpoſhble to employ them conjunctively. 8 
In that year, Sir, it was my lot, by delegation from Sir 
Guy Carleton, who was then at Quebec, to preſide at one of 
of the greateſt councils with the Indians that had been held 
at Montreal. Many gentlemen here know, that the cere- 
mony preceding the taking up the hatchet, is, to offer to the 


repreſentative of the power they mean to ſerve the pipe of 


war. It was preſſed upon me by the chiefs preſent; and it 
was in my power, by a ſingle whif of tobacco, to have given 
flame and exploſion to a dozen nations. I never felt greater 
ſatisfaction than in being able to fulfil the inſtructions I was 
charged with, for reſtraining the impetuous paſſions of theſe 
people: it was a ſecondary fſatisfaQtion, at my return to 
England in the winter, to juftify the conduct of Sir Guy 
Carleton in this reſpect, though the juſtification was very 
unpopular, among thoſe - I mean not to particularize mini- 
ſters, or miniſters of miniſters - but among thoſe men, who, 
in their zeal againſt the coloniſts, had adopted the reaſoning, 
that ““ partial ſeverity was general mercy,” provided by car- 
rying terrors it conduced to finiſhing the war. How juſt 
ſoever this principle may be, my mind 1s not of a texture 
for carrying it into effect; and I returned to Canada the 
following ſpring, when J ſucceeded to the command, deter- 
mined to be the ſoldier, not the executioner, of the ſtate. 

I found care had. been already taken by General Carleton, 
upon the ſame principles of humanity which always direct 
his conduct, to officer the Indians with gentlemen ſelected 
from the Britiſh troops, upon a diſtinction of their temper 
and judgment, as well as upon that of their valour; and in 
nuch greater number than ever was deſtined to that ſervice 
before. To theſe precautions J added that of a favourite 
neſt, who had more controul over the paſſions of the Indians 
tan all their chiefs put together; and I truſt the expence 
put upon government to engage that gentleman's aſſiſtance 

rough the courſe of the campaign, will not be eſteemed an 

proper article in my accounts. Tn 

Sir, with theſe aſſiſtances I was able to enforce obedience 
o the injunctions of my ſpeech at the great council, upon 
ſſembling the army, which has been made public. Barba- 
ty was prevented, ſo much ſo, that in one inſtance, two 
ounded provincial officers were brought off in the midſt of 

upon the backs of Indians; and a captain and his whole 
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detachment, placed in ambuſcade, were brought priſoners to { 
my camp by Indians, without a man hurt, though it was i t 
evident they were placed for the ſpecial purpote of deſtroying 
me upon a reconnoitering party, and I was at that time very i | 
popular with the Indians. | | | 
I could produce many more inftances to ſhew that every 
ble exertion of humanity was uſed ; and that the cate n 
of Miſs Mecree excepted, which was accident, not premedi- IM ai 
tated cruelty, the ſtories upon which the honourable gentle- o 
man founded his accuſation of me, were merely thoſe fa- p. 
bricated by committees, and propagated in news-papers, for il th 
temporary purpoſes, The proclamation, which the honoura- Il «: 
ble gentleman, in my abſence, treated with ſo harſh terms, I IM ai 
avow, was penned by myſelf. The deſign was to excite ll be 
obedience, firſt by encouragement, and next by the dread, I n 
not the commiſſion, of ſeverity ;—*© to ſpeak daggers, but ſo 
uſe none.” And ſo far were the Americans, in their hearts, bo 
from putting upon that proclamation the interpretation that I et 
gentleman has done, that it ſerved to procure me reſpect and i th 
acknowledgment wherever I afterwards trayelled through the G 
country. | | 
Sir, a gentleman has been in London great part of the "1 
winter, who I wiſh had been called to your bar.—lt is for the vel 
fake of truth only I with it; for he is certainly not my friend, if ! a 
His name is St. Luc le Corne, a diſtinguiſhed partiſan of the ler 
French in the laſt war, and now in the Britiſh ſervice as af {uu 
leader of the Indians.-He owes us indeed ſome ſervice, I in 
having been formerly inſtrumental in ſcalping many hundred 


Britiſh ſoldiers upon the very ground where, though with z the 
different fort of latitude, he was this year employed. He is ver 
by nature, education, and practice, artful, ambitious, and aff bin 
courtier. To the grudge he owed me for controuling him on 
in the uſe of the hatchet and ſcalping knife, it was natural to ho 
his character to recommend himſelf ro miniſterial favour, by to t 
any cenſure in his power to caſt upon an unfaſhionable gene- the 
ral. He was often cloſeted by a noble Lord in my epe, He 


[Lord G. Germaine] and, with all theſe diſadvantages, as he ban 
has not been examined here, I wiſh the noble Lord to info 
the Houle what this man has preſumed to ſay of my condu 
with the Indians. I know, in ꝓrivate companies, his lan * 
guage has been, that the Indians might have done great {ery ted : 
vices, but they were diſcharged. Sir, if to reſtrain then ſepa 
from murder was to diſcharge them, I take with pride Ul 
blame — They were diſcharged, That circumſtance 2 | dy 
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ſhould ſay that the Indians, and Mr, St, Luc at the head of 


them, deſerted. = 
{* Sir, in regard to the call made upon me by the ſame 
honourable gentleman, for explanation reſpecting the burning 
of the country during the progreſs of the army under my 
5 Wl command, I am ignorant of any ſuch circumſtance; I do 
« Wl not recollect more than one accident by fire; I poſitively 
alert there was no fire by order or countenance of myſelf, 
or any other officer, except at Saratoga. That diſtrict is the 
property of Major General Scuyler of the American troops; 
r chere were large barracks built by him, which took fire the 
- day after the army arrived upon the ground in their retreat 
Ind] believe I need not ſtate any other proof of that matter 
ce being merely accident, than that the barracks were then 
|, made uſe of as my hoſpital, and full of fick and wounded 
it Ml ſoldiers, General Scuyler had likewiſe a very good dwelling 
s, bouſe, exceeding large ſtore-houſes, great ſaw-mills, and 
t other out- buildings, to the value altogether perhaps of ten 
d thouſand pounds: a few days before the negotiation with 
ic Ml General Gates, the enemy had formed a plan to attack me; 
a large column of troops were approaching to paſs the {mall 

ie ner, preparatory to a general action, and were entirely co- 


n 


. 


e vered from the fire of my artillery by thoſe buildings. Sir, 


d. Lavow that I gave the order to ſet them on fire; and in a 
ge very ſhort time that whole property I have deſcribed was con- 
a ſumed. But, to ſhew that the perſon moſt deeply concerned 
e in that calamity did not put the conſtruction upon it which 
edit has pleaſed the honourable gentleman to do, I muſt inform 
2 the Houle, that one of the Fr perſons I ſaw, after the con- 
vention was figned, was General Scuyler. I expreſſed to 
him my regret at the event which had happened, and the rea- 
mW fons which had occaſioned it. He defired me to think no 
to more of it; ſaid that the occaſion juſtified it, according to 
by to the principles and rules of war, and he ſhould have done 
the ſame upon the ſame occaſion, or words to that effect. 
He did more He ſent an aid- de- camp to conduct me to Al- 
bany, in order, as he expreſſed, to procure me better quarters 


— ů — 


— 


* This part of the ſpeech included between crotchets, was omĩt- 
ted at the time of the preceding and following parts, and delivered 
ſeparately upon a ſecond call of Mr. Wilkes; but is here inſerted 
m its proper place, as better connecting the whole matter ſpoke to 
by General Burgoyne. 8 

than 
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than a ſtranger might be able to find. This gentleman con- | 
duQed me to a very elegant houſe, and, to my great ſurpriſe, I na 
preſented me to Mrs. Scuyler and her _— ; and in this I gre 
General's houſe I remained during my whole ſtay at Albany, W my 
with a table of more than twenty covers for me and my I and 
friends, and every other poſſible demonſtration of hoſpitality ; IM ble 
a ſituation, painful it is true in point of ſenſibility at the time, IM up: 
but which I now contemplate with ſome ſatisfaction, as car- In 
Tying undeniable teſtimony how little I deſerved the charges ¶ the 
of the honourable gentleman ; and I leave it to his feelings, M wh 
whether, after this explanation, ſome farther apology is not Sir 
due to me. Fo, the 
In regard to the firſt and moſt material queſtion aſked me I the 
by the honourable gentleman who propoſed the motion, ¶ be « 
viz. In what ſituation is the army at Cambridge? It is ny 
with ſome ſurpriſe I find that any part of this country is ig- N was 
norant of the extraordinary circumſtances that have attended I blit 
it, as I conceive government muſt have received intelligence ¶ for 
of them ſome time ago. In regard to the report made by Wand 
myſelf, I acquit the King's miniſters of any blame in not yet ¶ the 
having made it public, becauſe it was ſo voluminous that the {Wapo! 
papers could not be digeſted and copied, with the conſtant la- Cor 
bour of three clerks, before laſt Saturday, when they were I the1 
put into the hands of the noble Lord, ſecretary of ſtate for ¶ who 
the American department. But I truſt that noble Lord wil! Wor 
now loſe no time to make public matters of fuch importance, {Wuacar 
Let them undergo the ſcrutiny of the committee, as pro- Wmak 
poſed by the amended motion, and let the world judge, upon Inen 
their report, whether the ſpirit of the troops and the honour Wmca: 
of the nation have been ſuſtained and vindicated during and 
thoſe tranſactions. In confidence that theſe papers cannot Wdter 
poſhbly be withheld, I refer the honourable gentleman to com 


them tor a full delineation and explanation of the ſtate of WWaſ 


things at Cambridge, and will reſt my preſent information Fake: 
upon a few material facts. The troops have undergone 
hardſhips and trials of patience as ſevere, though of a diffe- 
rent nature, as any they experienced in the conflicts of the 
campaign. They have acquitted themſelves with equal re- 
ſolution, temper, and honour. They are at preſent detained 
by a reſolve of the Congreſs, expreſſing that there are cauſes 
of ſuſpicion that the convention was deſigned to be hroke on 
our part, and therefore they are juſtifiable, without breach of 
public faith, to ſuſpend the embarkation of the troops till 
the convention is ratified by the court of Great Britain. 


3 In 
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In common with various pretences which involved other 
names in high departments to juſtify this meaſure, the Congreſs 
grounded many ſuppoſitions, that I knew to be unjuſt, upon 
my conduct. I thought it a duty to the ſtate, to the army, 
and to myſelf, to refute thoſe ſuppoſitions, and Ry, if poſh- 


ble, to give immediate effect to the convention, It will reſt 
upon the Houſe to judge, when they ſee the papers, whether 
made good that refutation. And that brings me to ano- 
cher queſtion aſked by the honourable gentleman, : By 
what means, and upon what condition, I am in perſon here?“ 
ir, I charged my aid-de-camp, who carried my diſpatch to 

the Congreſs in anſwer to their vote of ſuſpenſion, which 
me prefident had officially ſent me, with a ſecond letter, to 
be delivered in caſe the ſuſpenſion, after confideration had of 
my firſt letter, was continued. The purport of this letter 
- WW vas to alk paſſports for my perſonal return for the re-eſta- 
| MW bliſhment of my health (which was then much affected) 
: W for the purpole of ſettling large and complicated accounts, 
and other reaſons; and I offered to give a parole that ſhould 
t the ſuſpenſion of embarkation be prolonged beyond the time 
> MW:iporchended, I would return to America upon demand of the 
Congreſs, and due notice given, re-deliver my perſon into 
> Wtheir hands, and abide the fate of the reſt of the army with 
* {Mvhom I had ſerved. Sir, J had many reaſons, not neceſſary 
| Wor proper to be alleged to the Congreſs, founded upon a 
rarer intereſt than health or any private expediency, to 


make me deſirous to return home: to lay before govern- 
ment important truths, not to be communicated by other 


means, and to ſupply, as far as in me lay, by an affiduous 
and honeſt exertion in this Houſe, the misfortune that had 
diſenabled me from performing my duty in the field. I ac- 
companied my letter to the Congreſs by one to General 
Waſhington, wherein, upon an opinion of his character, I 
aked him for his ſupport to an application that could not 
interfere with the public duties of our reſpective ſituations. 
| ſhall beg leave to read his anſwer as part of my ſpeech ; 
and I do it, Sir, not only leſt in theſe times of doubt and 
aſperſion, I ſhould incur cenſure for holding private cor- 
eſpondence with an enemy, but likewite becauſe I think 
us letter, though from an enemy, does honour to the hu- 
ban heart, [Here the General read the following letter.] 
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Copy of a Letter from General Waſhington to Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Burgoyne. 


. Head-Duarters, Penſylvania, March 3 1th, 1778, 

« SIR | | { 
«1 WAS, only two days ſince, honoured with your very | 
obliging letter of the 11th of February. 1? 


& Your indulgent opinion of my character, and the po- + 
lite terms in which you are pleaſed to expreſs it, are peculiar-M 
ly flattering; and 1 take pleaſure in the opportunity you {+ 
have afforded me of aſſuring you, that, far from ſuffering o 
the views of national oppoſition to be imbittered and debaſed p 
by perſonal animoſity, I am ever ready to do juſtice to the 0 
merit of the gentleman and the ſoldier; and to eſteem, where t 
eſteem is due, however the idea of a public enemy may in- i, 
terpoſe. You will not think it the language of unmeaning re. 
ceremony, if I add, that ſentiments of perſonal reſpect, ia ot 
the preſent inſtance, are reciprocal. m 

“Viewing you in the light of an officer contending 

inſt what I conceive to be the rights of my country, the 
reverſe of fortune you experienced in the field cannot be 
unacceptable to me; but, abſtracted from conſiderations o 
national advantage, I can ſincerely ſympathize with your 
feelings, as a ſoldier, the unavoidable difficulties of whale 
fituation forbid his ſucceſs; and as a man, whoſe lot com- 
bines the calamity of ill health, the anxieties of captivity, 
and the painful ſenſibility for a reputation, expoſed, where 
he moſt values it, to the aſſaults of malice and detraQticn. 

5 As your aid-de-camp went directly on to Congrefs, the 


buſineſs of your letter to me had been decided before it cam «+ 
to hand. I am happy that their chearful acquieſcence will exp 
your requeſt, prevented the neceffity of my intervention und 
And, wiſhing you a ſafe and agreeable paſſage, with a pet py 
fect reſtoration of your health, | | Who 
| I have the honour to be, done 
Very reſpectfully, of 2 

0 - 

Your moſt obedient ſervant, ; elf 

GEO. WASHINGTON. or in 

| h and 

Sir, the Congreſs readily conſented to my application vou! 
and by this candid treatment of my enemies, I am here hl V 


vindicate my conduct againſt the falſe and arbarous inte! 


pretation 
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pretations that have ariſen, and have been ſuffered to prevail, 
by thoſe who could have contradicted them, at home. 


The honourable gentleman wiſhes to know what is the 


difference of numbers of the army between the time of ſign- 
ing the convention and the preſent time; and I find the idea 
of great deſertion very much prevails. That ſome have de- 
ſerted, in the worſt ſenſe of the word, is true. They are 
few, the ſcum of the regiments, and no loſs of real ſtrength, 
The greater part who have abſconded, have had no inten- 
tion to abandon the ſervice, and if an epithet of honour 
could at any time be applicd to a fault, theirs might be cal- 


led an honourable deſertion.* Some of theſe men left letters 


or ſent meſſages to their officers, informing them that in their 
preſent want of neceſſaries and comforts, and their inability 
to.ſerve in arms, they had taken to trades and day labour in 
the country, but that they held themſelves under an obliga- 
tion, from which they would never depart, to return to their 
reguments whenever the time of embarkation was aſcertained 
others, upon a high, though miſtaken, ſuggeſtion of ſpirits 


made efforts to effectuate a paſſage through the woods, to 


join the armies under Sir William Howe or Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, and it is believed that ſome of them ſucceeded. The 
whole of the abſentees may amount to between five and ſix 
hundred men. | | 

Sir, I have thus far endeavoured to give the honourable 
gentlemen ſatisfaction in the matters that ſeem meſt imme- 
oy to engage their attention, and that I could conſiſtent- 
ly with order adduce in argument to ſupport my vote for a 
more.general enquiry. 


— * * 4 th. a a * 8 


* General Burgoyne took occaſion in two ſubſequent debates to 
explain his meaning in this phraſe, which he found had been miſ- 
underſtood both within and without the Houſe. He meant to ap- 
Py the word honourable only to the common ſoldier's conception, 
who, unuſed to conſider and diſcriminate punctiliouſly the obliga- 
tions of conventions with an enemy, acted only upon the principles 
of zeal to ſerve his king, and again to be actively employed in 
arms: that therefore their eunduct was honourably intended, tho? 
miſconceived. That fo fat from juſtifying that conception him- 
ſelf, he was perſuaded that to retain ſuch deſerters ben demanded, 
or indeed diſcovered, would be an infringement of the convention, 
and he was perſuaded Sir William Howe or Sir Henry Clinton 
would, upon ſuch demand or diſcovery, return them. 
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ties have been confummated, by the unexpected reception he 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1118, 
I ſhall now proceed (as yet ſtronger reaſons for agreeing 
with the amendment) to take notice of what has hitherto 
paſſed in the Houſe, and upon very imperfe& information, 
reſpecting other parts of the late campaigg. 
But, Sir, accuſtomed as I have been to be indulged by the 
Houſe upon every occaſion; and confident, as J ought to be, 
upon one where their itidulgence is juſtice, I find cauſe in 
my own mind, in entering upon ſo complicated a ſubject, to il ? 
implore anew the fulleſt icope to their patience and candour, 
for a man, whoſe faculties, far too weak for ſuch ſhocks, are 
almoſt unhinged by a ſucceſſion of difficulties abroad, that 
fall to the lot of few, and whoſe diſappointments and anxie- 0 


* 


has met at home. . 
And this addreſs, Sir, is the more neceſſary, betauſe I ftand I f. 
here unconnected and unaſſiſted. I am ignorant who would ah 


have ſupported my own motion, had J made it, though con- 

fident, from a prepoſicſſion of its propriety, it would have Q 
found aſſiſtance ſomewhere, Neither courting nor fearing . 
power, neither courting nor fearing party, I ſtand here upon 


e ſole baſis of truth and honour, and only aſk ſupport in bh 
proportion to the Juſtice of my cauſe. Dr 


During my abſence an enquiry was inftituted, in which my 5 
name was very much involved. In the ſhort ſpace of time _ 


fince my return, and in the agitated ſtate of mind I have I th 
mentioned, it has been impoſſible for me to obtain, from the 
mere converſation and recollection of friends, all that paſſed WW n. 


upon that occaſion 5 but I have collected enough to know S 
8 0 . - Ir 

that I have been treated with great attention in general; and up 

it is among my firſt duties to return to every quarter of the 


Houſe my very fincere and grateful acknowledgments. I al- ho 
ſo know, that with all that attention and favour, much im- 
plied cenſure muſt have fallen upon me, from the nature of 
the proceedings, and more eſpecially from the poſition, which 
I cannot admit to be a true one, but which I underſtand ha I - 
been much inſiſted upon, That where there is miſcarriage I. © 
there muſt be blame; and conſequently, that the acquittal of 
one man infers the condemnation of another,” 
- Sir, the papers which have been laid before the Houſe are in 
ſome reſpec̃ts deficient, and in others ſuperfluous. The firſt ſu- 
rfluity to which J allude, is a private letter from me to the no- 
bleLord, acquainting him with my intention of going to Bath; 
of my audience with the King; of my ſolicitation to his Maę - 
ſty for active employment the next campaign; — 
| op 


hopes of his Lordſhip's patronage in that purſuit, and con- 
cluding with ſuch acknpwledgments and profeſſions as were 
natural to flow from a warm and unſuſpicious heart, impreſſed 
with a ſenſe of another's favour. DAS „ 

Not conceiving for what poſſible public purpoſe this letter 
was produced, I can only attend to the effects it has had to 
prejudice me perſonally, Suſpicions have been excited, that 
at the time I wrote that letter I was courting command, and 
by adulatory means, in preference and in prejudice to Sir 
Guy Carleton, under whom I had had the honour to ſerve, a 
confidential ſecond, in the preceding campaign. Every per- 
ſon in government might have pronounced my acquittal of 
ſo baſe a proceeding, becauſe they knew, though the public 
did not, that it was decided * in the Autumn of 1776, and no- 
tified to Sir Guy Carleton accordingly, that his military 
command was confined to the boundaries of the province of 
Quebec. It did not occur to the noble Lord to ftate that 
fact, becauſe doubtleſs he did not foreſee the prejudices the 
letter would occaſion ; but I cannot but lament he did not 
produce other letters of mine, which would have removed 
effectually every poſhble ſuſpicion of a deſign ſo foreign 
to my heart as that of ſupplanting a gallant friend. Such 
letters would at the ſame time have rendered unneceſſary the 
long train of correſpondence laid upon your table, to ſhew 
that the preparations in Canada were duly expedited ; be- 
cauſe I ſhould have been found to expreſs the fulleſt 
ſenſe of the zeal, the aſſiduity, and the honour with which 
vir Guy Carleton acted, notwithſtanding his diſappointment 
in not being employed to conduct the campaign, 

Will it be faid, that the letters I allude to were withheld 
becauſe they were private ?—In the firſt place, they do not 
properly come under that deſcription, though it 1s true they 
were not office letters. They could not be directed as ſuch 
becauſe, acting in ſubordination to Sir Guy Carleton, the 
oficial correſpondence could only with decorum paſs through 
him; but they were not private as applied to ſecreſy, nor 


r 


...... 
? — — — 4 


* This decifion was made, not only upon the expediency of the 
governor attending the civil duties of the province, which were 
thought at that time to require particular attention, but alſo upon 
doubts whether the General's commiſſion authoriſed him to act be- 
fond the boundaries: and this whole tranſaction paſſed long before 
the return of General Burgoyne to England, and entirely without 


lis knowledge. ; 
G g 2 impropet 
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cauſe his exigency was ſuch, that in doing ſo he muſt abandon 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 17)8 
Improper as they related to the diſtintt and ſeparate object of 
the command I was entering upon. But, Sir, had any partz 
of theſe letters (or of any others necefſary to my juſtification, 
of which I ſay there are many) been private in any ſenſe of 
the word, will that excuſe be alleged for detaining them, 


when there has appeared before you a paper of the moſt ſe- 


cret nature, I mean my thoughts upon conducting the war 
from the fide of Canada. What officer will venture hereaf- 
ter to give his opinion upon meaſures or men, when called 
upon 10 a miniſter, if his confidence, his reaſonings, and 
his preferences are thus to be invidiouſly expoſed, to create 
jealoufies and differences among his fellow-officers, and at 
aft to put an impofition upon the world, and make him re- 
ſponſible for the plan as well as the execution of a hazardous 
campaign ? The plan, as originally drawn, I have no reaſon 
fo be aſhamed of, becauſe it underwent the inſpection, and 

at the ſanction, of ſome of the firſt and ablelt officers of 


| this country: but the plan, as it ſtood when my orders were 


framed, can with no more propriety be called mine, than 
any others formed by the cabinet for the diftant parts of 
America, or any other quarter of the globe, where I had no 
participation or concern, —The noble Lord well knows, that 
the idea expreſſed in the ſecret paper laid before you, of a la- 
tirude to act againſt New-England was erafed ; that a power 
to embark the troops in caſe of unforeſeen impediments, and 
make the junction with the ſouthern army by ſea was not 
admitted. —Will it then be infinuated that the plan was 
mine? Why was it not produced in that changed and garb- 
led ſtate, by which the miniſter made it his own ? Becauſe it 
would have been one proof, if one had been wanting to un- 
e minds, that by cutting off every propoſed latitude, 
and confining the plan to one only object, the forcing a paſ- 
fag to Albany, the orders framed upon that plan could be no 
0 


otherwiſe underſtood, than as poſitive, peremptory, and in- 
diſpenſable. But, Sir, it has been boldly inſinuated, and 
perhaps even credited by ſome in this Houte, that the words 
at. the latter end of the orders, which are called the ſaving 
clauſe, were ſpecially dictated by me.—Sir, to ſuppoſe that, 
is to ſupp an ideot! Saving clauſe ! to whom ? Surely, 
not to the general who was to act under it; for ſee the ſitua- 
tion in which it puts him. Under the words, (you are to act 
as exigencies may. require,“ let us ſuppoſe him to take the 
eautious part. He makes no attempt. upon the enemy, be- 


his 


tn "DO D A T 
his communications and riſk his retreat. What would the 


vernment, the army, and the eountry have ſaid to him? 
What ought every man to have ſaid to him who read the 


prior part of this order ? {© Is this vigorous exertion ? 
Is this to force your way to Albany? The enemy were panic 
ſtruck before Britiſh troops; their numbers therefore were 
but as ſhadows. The loyaliſts awaited your advance to join 
by thouſands—Sir H. Clinton was ready to move upon the 
lower part of Hudſon's river—Your interpretation of orders 
was nonſenſe; your inactivity was cowardice—You have 
ignominioufly loft the campaign.“ 
Take the conſideration the other way—— The general fol- 
lows the principle, the ſpirit, and the letter of his order— 
tights his ground by inches, and miſcarries. . You fhall be 
diſgraced for your raſhneſs,” ſays the minifter.—** You had 
a reſerve, and ſhould have made uſe of it. Exigencies re- 
uired you ſhould have remained on the eaſt fide the Hud- 
bi's-river.9 Sir, to imagine a general could diQtate ſuch a 
dilemma for himſelf is prepoſterous. To believe that mini- 
ſters could mean it, is ſevere credulity againſt them; it 
would be to believe them capable of the equivocation of a 
fiend, to inſure the ruin of thoſe who acted under their di- 
tection, whatever part they ſhould take. I charge them not 
ſo heavily. I am perſuaded that ſaving clauſe was meant, 


when it was penned, as it has been underſtood by me, by Sir 


William Howe, and by every other perſon who has read it, 
as —_— ſolely to exigencies after the arrival of my army 
at Albany. 

Bur, Sir this ideal blame, in not availing myſelf of the 
ſaving clauſe, has been ſupported by a ftory, that I ſhould 
have hardly believed it within malevolence to invent, but 
which I find has been propagated with great induftry, viz. 
that Generals Philips and Frazer remonſtrated againft the 
paſſage of the Hudſon's river; and that finding their re- 
monſtrances of no avail, they took the parts of brave men 
in deſpair, and perſevered in their duty againſt their reaſon. 
Upon the honour of a gentleman, without any ſaving or reſer- 
ration whatſoever, I pronounce that report to be a direct and 
abominable falſchood. Sir, thoſe officers were the eyes and the 
ands by which I conducted all material operations: more 
able adviſers, or more faithful friends, never exiſted: that 
they ſaw I was placed in an arduous ſituation, and felt for 
my difficulties, it is true; but that they ever dropt a ſylla- 
Ic that implied an idea that I had an alternative, I : atly 

: deny. 


i 
4 
| 
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deny. The indefatigable alacrity of General Philips to 
bring forward the tranſports, preparatory to the paſſage of 
the river, was uncommon even in ſupport of a favourite ob- 
ject; it would have been uncommon indeed, had he acted 
with ſecret reluctancy ! As to General Frazer, our commu- 
nications were thoſe of the moſt unreſerved friendſhip ; and 
it is my pride to affirm, that the conſonancy of his ſenti- 
ments with mine were almoſt invariable. Upon the paſſage 


of the Hudſon's river, in particular, he thought it of uncon- 


trovertible expediency ; he thought it glorious danger; he 
was conſulted upon all meaſures at the time, and ſubſequent 
o it; he bore an active part in many; he approved of all; 
and the laſt ſentence he uttered, was a meſſage of affection 
and good wiſhes to me. | | 

The other falfehoods that have been diſperſed reſpecting 
the ſame period of time, can hardly be urged as reaſons for 
enquiry, for they are below refutation; ſuch as the delays 
occaſioned by carrying forward all the artillery, and a cum- 
berous train of baggage. ** It was a mark of Eaſtern pomp,” 
ſays a miniſterial news-writer. That all the artillery was 
with the army is falſe, for the heavy train was ſcnt back to 
Canada: the field-train which remained was that which had 
been deſtined for the expedition, when Sir Guy Carleton ex- 
pected to have the conduct of it in perſon. That intelligent 
and judicious officer, General Philips, had been conſulted 
upon the proportion; and it had been regulated upon 
the conſideration of the nature of the war; the power of 
that arm in forcing poſts, and againſt new troops ; and 
the probability of having poſts ourſelves to fortify. Neither, 
Sir, was the artillery, in the proportion carried, the cauſe of 
the leaſt delay; becauſe the horſes that drew it were ſuper- 
numerary to thoſe which were ſufficient for all the carts and 
waggons we had; and conſequently, within the time indi- 
ſpentably given for the tranſport of the proviſion, the arti- 
Jery. was brought forward by horſes that could have been no 
otherwiſe employed, X h 

The ſuppoſed quantity of baggage is equally . erroneous, 
cannot ſuffer an idea ſo unjuſt. to the ſpirit of the army to 
remain upon the minds of the public. All baggage of bulk, 
to the abridgment of many material comforts, had been 
chearfully lett behind by the officers; ſome of them had 
not beds; many lay in ſoldiers tents; and I know of 
none that had more than the common neceſſaries for ati; 
iErvice, | % tr en „ k 
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It muſt be total want of knowledge of the country and 


the war, to ſuppoſe that, with all theſe precautions, the train 
of carriages did not ſtill remain great, It is to be conſi- 


too few for the indiſpenſible purpoſe of tranſporting provi- 
hon, where there was no water carriage ; there was another 
train of very cumberous carriages, equally neceſſary for the 
tranſport of the boats, where the rapids prevented their paſ- 
ſage in the ſtream ; a tranſport, in ſome places, of many 
miles in length. Sir, it would be trifling with the Houle to 
dwell longer upon theſe cenſures, the offspring of malice and 
ignorance; the prevalence of ſuch reports tends to one uſe- 
t will perſuade the world, at leaſt, that material faults could 
not abound, when detraCtion itſelf is reduced to have re- 
- WW courle to ſuch accuſation. 25 5 
_ Sir, 1 therefore to the more groſs injuries wy re- 
s 1 has ſuſtained, I think I have ſtated enough to ſhew, 
that the character of a member has been unavoidably brought 
„into queſtion, and upon his aſſertion, that the information the 
Houle has proceeded upon is incomplete and fallacious, I 
know not what deſcription of men could juſtly refuſe to 
Im perſonally a new and full enquiry, =» £ 
I would aſk of miniflers themſelves, what would be their 


and importance, and debarred, by an interdiction, from the 

preſence of their ſovereign, the means of ſubmitting their 
f conduct to that royal breaſt, where juſtice, and benevolence, 
0 and protection to the innocent, are ever to be expected, except 

hen truth 1s perverted or concealed--what would be their feel- 
ings, if refuſed alſo an appeal to their country? To my bro- 
ther officers in parliament I would more particularly apply for 
their ſupport to this amendment, as a common cauſe of the pro- 
leffion: they will conſider the diſcouragement that muſt enſue, 
and the injury the ſervice muſt ſuffer, if an officer, who is con- 
ſeious to have done his beſt, whoſe greateſt enemies pretend 
not to impute to him any other charges than exceſs of zeal 
and erroneous judgment, and even theſe charges founded upon 
mutilated ſtate of facts- What is the ſtate of officers, if 


1 upon ſuch grounds, and by the artful management of other 
2 arcumſtances, they are diſgraced at court, put by, if not 


evitably precluded the judgment of a military tribunal, 

ad at laſt denied the only poſſible means of juſtification 

at remains=--a parliamentary inveſtigation of a meaſure 

f ſtate with which the rectitude or criminality of their _ 
: u 


dered, there was a train of fix hundred carriages; and thoſe | 


feelings if, after an unſucceſsful undertaking, of high truſt 
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from that plea) a general has reſhly advanced upon the ene- 
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duct is inſeparably blended ? To my honourable friends who 
made the original motion early in the winter, and all who took 
part in it, I may yet more ſtrenuouſly addreſs myſelf, to re- 
pair, by the paſing this queſtion and amendment, the injury 

* 


that unintentionally they brought upon me by the then con- 
fined mode of proceeding. To all theſe conſiderations, Sir, 
I could join, were it expedient, many more perſuaſive calls 
upon the human heart, to take up this proceeding for the 
ſake of an injured individual: but 1 wave an appeal to pri- 
vate ſentiments, and deſire the motion to be conſidered as a 
call upon the public duty of the Houſe ; and, diveſting my- 
ſelf, as far as poſſible, of every perſonal motive; ſcorning 
the pitiful contention, for ſuch comparatively it would be, 
whether the miniſter ſhould exonerate himſelf from this er- 
Tor in his inſtruction, or the general from hat in his execu- 
tion; I here, in my place, as a repreſentative of the nation, 
Tequire and demand a full and .impartial enquiry into the 
cauſes of the miſcarriage of the northern army 1n an expe- 
dition from Canada. | 5 

It is a great national object. The criſis of the time em- 
00 requires it. The exiſtence of the Britiſh empire 

epends upon the exertions of the military, and the beſt foun- 
dation for public ſpirit is publie juſtice. In addition to the 
natural animation which as Britons the army poſſeſs, place by 
before their eyes that ſecondary ſpring and controller of hu- 
man actions, reward and puniſhment, Let the firſt and moſt 
glorious reward, the honeſt applauſe of the country, be ob- 
tained by a ſcrutiny into truth, for thoſe who deſerve it: on 
the contrary, if there has been delinquency, let the ſpirit of 
Manlius preſide in the puniſhment, 5 

© The hand of Fate is over us, and Heaven 
« ExaQts ſeverity from all our thoughts.“ 

If there has been diſobedience; if unauthoriſed by cir- bee 

eumſtances, if uncompelled by orders (for I will never ſhrink 8 


r , IN 


my, and engaged againſt inſurmountable odds; the diſcipline 
of the ſtate ſhould ftrike, though it were a favourite ſon, MW 
& |<, Lidior, deliga ad palum.” | 5 
Theſe, Sir, are the means to excite true ambition in you 
leaders, theſe are the means to keep them in due reſtraint; 
this was the ſy ſtem of the glorious patriot [Lord Chatham 
whoſe obſequies you now celebrate; and could his aſhes 
awaken, they would burſt their cearments to ſupport. it. 
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As for myſelf, if I am guilty, I fear I am deeply guilty : 
) 7 bl : 
an army loſt ! the 8 of the DG BA 
appointed! a foreign war eauſed, or the commencement of 
it accelerated! an effuſion of as brave blood as ever run in 
Britiſh veins ſhed, and the ſevereft . diſtreſſes combined 


with public calamity.---If this maſs of miſeries be indeed 
the conſequence! of my miſconduct, vain will be the exte- 
- MW uation I can plead of my perſonal ſufferings, fatigue and 
hardſhip, laborious days and fleepleſs nights, ill health and 
trying fituations ; poor and inſufficient will be ſuch atone- 
ment in the judgment of my country, or perhaps in the eyes 
„of God---yet, with this dreadful alternative in view, I pro- 
voke a trial---Give me inquiry---I put the intereſts that 
hang moſt emphatically by the heart-ſtrings of man---my 
jortune---my honour---my head---] had almoſt ſaid my 
1 Wl alvation, upon the teſt. | | | 

ae But, Sir, it is conſolation to me to think that I ſhall be, 
even in ſurmiſe, the only culprit---Whatever fate may at- 


end the general who led the army to Saratoga, their beha- 
1. Wl viour at that memorable ſpot muſt entitle them to the thanks 
re of their country---Sir, it was a calamitous, it was an awful, 
n. but it was an honourable hour- During the ſuſpence of the 


he MI anſwer from the general of the enemy, to the refuſal made 
by me of complying with the igneminious conditions he had 
propoſed, the countenance of the troops beggars deſcription 
a patient fortitude ; a ſort of ſtern reſignation, that no 
pencil or language can reach, ſat on every brow. I am con- 
fident every breaſt was prepared to devote its laſt drop of 


tin annals of an ignoble ſurrender. ; | 

Sir, an important ſubject of enquiry, as I mentioned at my 
out-ſet, ſtill remains--- The tranſaQtions at Cambridge, and 
the cauſe of the detention of the troops. If I there have 
been guilty, let me there alſo be the only ſufferer, 

Sir, there is a famous ſtory in ancient hiſtory, that bears 
ome analogy to my circumſtances z and when alluſions tend 
to excite men's minds to exertions of virtue or policy, I ſhall 
ever think them-pedantic or miſplaced.* The event I mean 
appened in an age when Roman virtue was at its height. 


——_— 


It had been mentioned in a former debate, that reference to 
_ hiſtory carried ſometimes an air of pedantry, and were ſel- 
m of uſe. h | . 


Vor. IX, | H h It 


blood, rather than ſuffer a precedent to ſtand upon the Bri- 
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It was that wherein Manlius devoted his ſon, and the firſt De. 
cius devoted himſelf. A Roman army, ſhut up by the Samnites 
at Caudium, were obliged to ſurrender their arms, and to ſub. 
mit tothe more ignominious condition of paſſing under the yoke 
of the enemy. The conſul who had commanded them, propo- 
ſed in the ſenate, to break the treaty whereby the army was loſt 
to the ſtate, and to make him in perſon the expiation, by 
ſending him bound to the enemy to ſuffer death at their 
hands. In one point of view the preſent caſe extremely 
differs from the example; becauſe by the treaty at Sarato- 
the army was ſaved to the ſtate. It is the non - compli- 
ance with public faith that alone can loſe it---and here the 
parallel will hold; if I have been inſtrumental to the loſs of 
thoſe brave troops /ince the treaty, I am as culpable as if [ 
had loft them by the treaty, and ought to be the ſacrifice to 
redeem them. Sir, this reference may appear vain-glorious, 
It may be doubted whether there exiſts in theſe times public 
ſpirit ſeriouſly to emulate ſuch examples. I perhaps ſhould 
find myſelf unequal; but others, who are moſt ready to 
judge me ſo, muſt at leaſt give credit to one motive for. ſta- 
ting the parallel---that I am too conſcious of innocence to 
apprehend there is the leaſt riſk of being expoſed to the trial 
Sir, I have only to return my ſincereſt thanks to the Houle 
for the patience with which they have endured ſo long: 
treſpaſs upon their time, and to join my hearty concurrence 
with the other gentlemen who have ſpoken in fayour of the 
amendment. | | 4 


Lord George Lord George Germaine ſaid, the honourable gentlemar 
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ſeemed deſirous of an explanation to three circumſtance 
which he would readily givehim. As to the confidential let 
ter, it was accidentally put among the official letters, and) 
that means was ſent by the clerks, among 1 if 
which he was very ſorry. With reſpect to Monſ. St. Luc 
that gentleman had introduced himſelf to him, as a man wh 
had performed great ſervices at the head of the ſavages ; 2 
that, in converſation with him, he had been told, that tt 
General Mr. Burgoyne] was a fine officer with the regular 
hut that he did not ſeem to like the ſavages, nor did he tak 
the proper ſteps to retain their good-will: that he was 
brave homme, mais lourd comme un Allemand--a very brave man 
but as heavy as a German !---As to his not having acceſs t 
his ſovereign, there were various precedents for the refifi 
Till his conduct had undergone a military enquiry. 
ordſhip concluded, that as military men were the moſt pr 
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per judges to decide in tlie preſent queſtion, he did not ſee the 
propriety of Parliament interfering in it at all. 
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Mr. Cornwall was likewiſe of opinion, that Parliament Mr. Corn. 


were incompetent judges of the matter then before the Houſe, d. 


The Attorney General | Mr. Thurlow] faid, they had ob- Anny 
tained one enquiry into the matter, which had been ſufficient Genera. 


for the Houſe to form an opinion on the matter ; for his part, 
he had formed one, though he ſhould not declare it. 


Mr. Grenville wiſhed to revive the committee on the ſtate Mr. Gren- 


of the nation, and that the Canada papers might be laid be- 1. 
fore them. He | 


Mr. Fox ſaid, the papers might be referred to a new com- Mr. Foe. 


mittee, which he would prefer, becauſe he hoped the ſame 
reſolutions would not be paſſed : he was for a thorough and 
complete inveſtigation ; he was apprehenfive that upon cer- 
tain queſtions being aſked, the ſpirit of the honourable ge- 
neral would lead him to go into the detail for his own juſtifica- 
tion, and from his openneſs and candour, he wiſhed to ſtate 
the motion ſo as to take in properly the whole unreſerved 
diſcuffion of theſe melancholy events. If a committee re- 
vived the former ſubje&, he ſhould lay open the dark and 
ſhameful deciſions, againſt poſitive fac, which paſſed that 
committee, under the banners of a noble Lord over the way, 
hoe George Germain. ] All the hopes he now had, were, 
e Houſe had not yet ſanctified the reſolutions of that com- 
mittee 5 there were now three times the number of members 
preſent that there were upon a former occaſion, and he hoped, 
they would not go quite the length of the former committee. 
The ſurrender of the army was, as the worthy alderman had 
ſaid, ignominious to this country, whoever might be the oc- 
caſion of that ignominy, whether the general or the miniſtry. 
Earl Nugent fal 
in his opinion, but a ſeries of unexpected events, which were £7 


the fortune of war; that every thing reſpecting the charge 


of inhumanity, or cruelty, or unſoldierlike treatment, was 
merely a vague report; that he had read every thing pub- 
liſhed on the occaſion, and would aſſert, that not a-fingle 
paper, or letter of authenticity, had appeared to juſtify any 
harſh expreſſion againſt the commander in chief of the army 
which capitulated at Saratoga. EE | 


d, there was not the leaſt blame any where Earl Nu- 


Mr. Wilkes. I am on this occafion merely the echo of the Mr. Fitter, 


public voice. I have made no perſonal attack on the com- 
mander in chief, nor undertaken to ſupport any charge 
againſt him, Meaſures, and not perſons, 1 defired minutely 

— 3 — 
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cd to inveſtigate ;z and the epithets which I employed, were to 
the fats and the events. I ſuppoſe it will be admitted, that 
the convention in 1777 at Saratoga was more diſgraceful than 
the capitulation at Cloſter Seven in 1757, becauſe the troops 
there kept their arms. 
I have not proceeded, Sir, at any time on vague report, 
I referred to authentic letters publiſhed by order of the Con- 
grels, and to other ſtate papers of unqueſtionable authority, 
which demand the moſt ſerious attention, and niceſt ſcrutiny, 
The memory of the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, muſt either 
be very confuſed, or his reading very confined, > 
The honourable gentleman {General Burgoyne] has given 
us a good deal of the ancient Roman hiſtory, but overlooked 
two or three important queſtions relating to very modern 
| tranſactions, and our own hiſtory. I with, Sir, an anſwer 
| to the charge I have repeatedly read of the burning villages 
| | and houſes, and the wanton deſtruction and devaſtation of 
BY property, during the progreſs of the northern army under his 
command. 
One word, Sir, before I fit down, on what is ſtated by 
l the honourable gentleman, as an event in the Roman hiſto- 
| ry ſimilar to the affair of Saratoga. | 
BE army was ſhut up by the Samnites at the furce Caudine, 
i obliged to capitulate, and with their general to paſs under 
* the yoke. So far is retailed out to us, but the ſequel of ihe 
tranſaction is not mentioned. I ſhall give it briefly to the 
| Houſe. Early in the following year, the dictator Cornelius 
1 Lentulus put Eimſelf at the head of the ſame Roman legions, 
| and gave the Samnites a total overthrow. It was no article 
of the capitulation at Caudium, that the ſame troops ſhould 
not ſerve again againſt the ſame enemy. The Sammite ge- 
neral, Pontius, was the very next year after the affair of the 
| Caudine Forks, with the whole Samnite army, forced by 
| | the Romans to paſs under the yoke, unarmed, with only one 
| garment each, that the former ignominy might be retaliate 
| by the ſame troops on the ſame enemy. The Roman ſpirit 
ſoon made a conqueſt of the whole country of the Samnites 
and afterwards of all Italy and the world. . | 
Lord George Gordon. 1 hope this very melancholy account 
of the ſufferings of the ere under the command of 
that unfortunate general [General Burgoyne] will at length 


| Lord George 
Gor don. 


impreſs Parliament with a due ſenſe of the raſhneſs of theit 
. and prove a timely example and warning to hi 


ajeſty, and to the people, that the moſt accompliſhed gy 
| nerab, 


A conſiderable Roman 


Ei DEPFATE $ © 


jab, at the head of the complerſt armies, when employ. 


ed by arbitrary power to reduce mankind to unconditional 
_ BH fabmiffion, are defeated and fruſtrated in their wicked at- 
empts by the heavenly interpoſition of the Divine Provi- 

dence. py | 1 | 1 825 
| It has pleaſed God to ſupport the zealous aſſertors of civil 
nnd religious liberty in their juſt rights; and by crowning 
, Wl their reſiſtance with ſucceſs, he has, through his infinite 
. W mercy, averted thoſe evils from America, which the violent 
r I proceedings of this kingdom, both in church and ftate, have 
bo manifeſtly threatened, BE 27 
The experience of a few years has ſhewed to the whole 
i Wl world the juſtneſs of their apprehenſions, and the hiſtorians 
n I of this war will be puzzled to decide, whether the r 
r 
8 
f 


of the church, or the governors of the ſtate, have been moſt 
eager, bloody, and oppreſſive in their purſuit after American 
ſubjection. | | 1 

18 The ambitious prelates in the Houſe of Lords have dared 
to countenance his Majeſty in preferring popery when he had 
it in his power to have eſtabliſhed proteſtantiſm, and Parlia- 
nent has confirmed it annually, by not complying with the 
pious petitions of the proteſtant inhabitants of Canada, who 
tave devoutly, religiouſly, and conftitutionally implored the 
repeal of that obnoxious act, the Quebec bill, as eſtabliſſ- 


French law, and militating in the higheſt degree againſt the 
glorious conſtitution of this kingdom. | | 
Thoſe ſame _- prelates have countenanced his Majeſty 
in employing the Savages—Heathens without grace or mercy 
to carry deſolation and deſtruction amongſt the preſbyterians 
and independants in America. And that moſt horrible maſ- 
acre of Miſs Mac Ray's, will remain an indelible ſtain on 
the religion and humanity of Great Britain in after ages, 
when Queen Mary's maſſacre of the proteſtants in England, 
and the perſecutions of the preſbyterians in Scotland by King 
Charles and their predeceffor Arch-biſhop Laud, of infamous 
memory, ſhall be done away and forgotten. © — 
I am very happy at the fame time to be able to make two 
um moſt goodly exceptions in the perſons of the right reverend 
do Bimops of Peterborough and St. Afaph, who have done ho- 
gta Mnour to religion and their country, through the pious courſe 
heir of their own lives, and by their generoſity and loving-kind- 
bus Wacſs to their brethren in America. | 1 


ing the government of their country upon the narrow bafis of 
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If I have not already treſpaſſed too long on the indulgence 
I very unworthily meet with, I beg to add, that from my 
attachment to his Majeſty's perſon and family, and for the 
love I; bear my fellow ſubjects, their lives and liherties, I 
hope there is no truth in what has been of late very much 
reported about town, I mean the promotion of certain cha- 
racters. For I am of opinion, that if his Majeſty can be ſo 
ill-adviſed, ſo ſar miſled, and ſo deluded, as to continue any 
longer in his council, or to confer any honours, places, pen- 
ſions, profit, or emolument, on thoſe unhappy perſons who 
have wickedly attempted to reduce the colonies to uncondi- 
tional ſubmiffion, his Majeſty will as juſtly, as neceſſarily, 
and as certainly loſe the confidence and ſupport of the people 
of Great Britain, as he has clearly and evidently thirteen 
flouriſhing provinces, and three millions of the braveſt, moſt 
religious, and virtuous ſubjects of the crown. 

I ſhall vote for the enquiry, as amended by the honour- 
able member on the floor (Mr. Fox] in compliance to the 
wiſhes of the unfortunate general who 1s ſo very ſeriouſly in- 
tereſted in the event. | | 
The queſtion was now put upon the amendment, when 

| the numbers were 95 for the amendment and 144 againſt it. h 
Mr. T. Mr. T. Luttrell drew a compariſon between the conduct of 2 
Zattrell the officer and of his miniſter. In former times, he aid, it I 

had been the cuſtom of Britons to give praiſe and thanks te 

ſuch of their officers and ſervants as exerted their ſtrenuous i fr 
and zealous efforts for the public weal, even if thoſe efforts 
were not crowned with ſucceſs ; but now-a-days they beſtow 
praiſe only in proportion to the liſtleſſneſs and inattention 

with which theſe ſervants performed their duty. 
The noble Lord, ſays he, in the blue ribbon [Lord North] 
diſclaims being dictator whenever the miſmanagement ot 
vernment comes under the conſideration of Parliament. 
hether Great Britain is proſperous or defeated, it is none 
of-his plan, none of his act. In every thing eſſential to the 
greatneſs or happineſs of the nation, we find the noble Lord 
timid ; he is not firſt miniſter, he is only the inftrumept of 
the privy. council; he has but one humble vote there, and 
cannot be accountable to the nation for the folly of the plans 
he undertakes to recommend to his Sovereign. And fhould 
the plan ftrike at the liberties of his country, at the ver) 
| root of the conſtitution, he is then but the echo of Parli- 
| ment. In what is the noble Lord daring and enterpriſing? 


He prides himſelf but in one act founded on his own reſolu- 
| tion, 


r 


and there 


A. 1778. T "a 
tion, judgment and integrity; he aſks credit in Parliament 
but for one ornament added to the crown, one benefit to the 
Rate ; that act of his own conſiſts in having fixed on a criſts 
of impending ruin and calamity unknown in the annals of 
our hiſtory before, and which the firm ſpirit and exalted 
wiſdom of a Chatham might have found difficult to cope 
with; then did he ſeize the glorious opportunity to recom- 
mend to his Sovereign a war miniſter, whoſe public incapa- 
citation for every vigorous exertion of mind, whoſe diſgrace 
at the court of George the Second, was founded on the 
moſt deciſive cenſure of a court martial, whoſe loſs of the na- 
tion's confidence, and his own character, is a public record. 
What had the nation to expect from his councils ?' What 
plan of his, fince in his office, dare he expoſe to the public 
eye and ſay, it has ſucceeded? Why then ſhould we give 
him a partial acquittal to the prejudice of a gallant officer, 
whoſe only crime has been avowedly that he was too zea- 
lous, too brave, too enterpriſing, too anxious for the good 'of 
his country, had ſtrictly obeyed his orders, and done all that 
Britiſh valour was capable of, to carry the miniſter's plan 
into execution. Had he, inſtead of that, receded from his 
colours, diſobeyed the commands of his ſuperiors, and hid 
himſelf from danger, he might have had pretenſions to one 
noble Lord's patronage, [Lord North] and to the other's 
[Lord George Germain] dignities and emoluments. Gene- 
ral Burgoyne aſks a fair and open trial, the man who ſhrinks 
from it, and avails himſelf of an unjuſt, partial acquittal, 
muſt be guilty. | 

Lord George Germain ſaid, that he? never was perſonal in Lord Gerge 
the Houſe, never by any conduct of his merited ſuch an at- Cn. 
tack ; he deſpiſed that honourable member, but would level 
himſelf, with his wretched character and malice ; old as he 


was, he would meet that fighting gentleman, and be re- 


venged. He was interrupted by a cry of order in the Houſe, 
and general confuſion. The Hate ſaid, ' if the Houſe 
_ ſupport him, he would keep order. A cry of chair, 
atr, | 0 | 
Lord North admitted, that Lord George Germain had Lord Nerzb, 
been out of order, what fell from him had nothing to-do 
with the + condemn It was a perſonal attack on an individual, 
ore out of order. 1 
Mr. Luttrell ſaid, he would not be bullied out of the pri- Mr. Lar- 
vilege of a member of that Houſe ; he had a right to ſpeak . 
his ſentiments publicly and fully on a public character. The 
| 4 — ſen- 


Germain. 


2 


Mr. Lut- 
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fentence of the court-martial, in the reign of George the Se- 
cond, was a public record, relative to a man in a public poſt 
of truſt, which required ſpirit, zeal, abilities, and integrity, 
and many eſſential qualities, as requſite in a war minitter a 
in a general. He had not alluded to the noble Lord's private 
vices or virtues, and if he could be conceived out of order, i" 
as to the queſtion, it could not imply that public charge of {W* 
the miniſter was a private perſonality, 

{Mr. Luttrell took an opportunity, in the confuſion of de. {MW *! 
bate, to attempt to get out of the Houſe, to avoid being com- 
pelled to promiſe not to reſent Lord George Germain's per. ü 
ſonal abuſe of him, but the Speaker gave orders to the Ser. I 
1 at arms, to ſtop Mr. Luttrell, and bring him to his MW”? 
Tbde Speaker then ſaid, that words of heat having drop. f 
ped from two honourable members, in the courſe of the de. ti 


| bate, he muſt deſire they would pledge their honours that it Il 


ſhould go no farther, | bin 


Lord Sarge Lord George Germain ſaid, if he had ſaid any thing that 0 


was improper to be ſaid in the Houfe, he was ſorry for it, Nec 
and hoped the Houſe would excuſe it. He acknowledged he Nef 
was out of order, 0 

Mr. Luttrell was then called upon He faid, if after being 
inſulted for doing his duty, he was to be committed for deli- 
vering the ſentence of George the Second, he ſhould prefer 
being committed, to giving up the privilege of parliament, 
and promiſing to take no notice of a perſonal attack, not foun- 
ded upon publick opinion, upon any ſentence, upon any 
trial, and hearing epithets made uſe of againſt him, which 
was meant as perſonal as they appeared, he ſhould pive no 
other anſwer, and abide by the deciſion of the Houſe. 
Several members roſe, and a difpute enſued, whether Lord 
George had made ſufficient apologies or not, and a motion 
made about eleven o'clock, by Mr. Buller, 

„That the hon. Temple Luttrell be immediately taken 
into the cuſtody of the Serjeant at arms.” 

Diſputes continued till paſt twelve, in which Sir James 
Lowther, Sir George Younge, Mr. Howard, and others, 
were of opinion that the privilege of parliament would ſuf- 


fer, if Mr. Luttrell was committed upon the preſent facts be- *1 
fore the Houſe and drew a diſtinction between public and pri- t 
vate charges. 2 | 
Mr. Buller, Mr. Onflow, and many members, on that 
fide, thought Lord George Germaine could not, in benny 


— 


rn : 
nike farther apologies, and were therefore for committing 
Ell. | 


Luttr 


" {formed by the oldeſt members, of parliament from every quar- . 
f ter of the ouſe, 


ſit before its pforogation, and ſtill more weighty affairs of 
be remained for their diſcuſſion, it was neceſſary to diſcharge 
dis diſpute, he would make no apology for public ſeverity of 
+ 1 but an apology he muſt ſeek for perſonal inſult to 
imfelf. | 


„„ k 


words, which the noble Lord had addreſſed to him, from the 
r Myarmth of debate, and from feeling himſelf hurt by the char- 
Wt ſtated againſt him. 


„ Mr. Temple Luttrell then ſaid, that now the Houſe were Mr. Tow 


hey had heard ſpoken againſt him, he ſhould, out of reſpect 
o the Houſe, comply with their injuctions, that it ſhould go 
o further; and begged leave once more to obſerve, that what 
fas ſaid by him of the noble Lord was meant as public mat- 
fer, not as private abuſe or enmity, | 

The previous queſtion. was put on Mr. Vyner's motion, 


and carried without a diviſion.“ ll 
Tk The 


* Lieut. Gen. Fraſer took occaſion, at the end of the debate, 


Pe 
i- inform the Hbuſe, that his relation, Brigadier Gen. Fraſer, 


orreſponded with him in the moſt confidential manner; that he 
eceived letters from him, dated at the time of paſſing the Hudſon's ' 
wer, which were the laſt he ever wrote; that neither in theſe 
etters, nor in any, previous ones, did he mention any diſapproba- 
lon of paſſing the river ; but, on the contrary, ſpoke his opinion, 
Vol. IX. Ti | ; in 


ſatisfied that ſufficient apology was made for the perſonality, rell. 


. 
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The Right Hon. T. Townſhend moved, That the ſum 
of 20,0007. be granted towards the payment of the debts of 
the late Earl of Chatham.” Agreed to nem. con. 5 
I The Iriſh importation bill being read, ä 
Sir Cege Sir George Yonge moved, that the ſaid bill be committed on 
Yonge. this day two months. | 


Lord Net- Lord Newhaven ſaid, he was anxious to embrace the firſt 


5 moment to con ince the Houſe, that his dividing the Houſe 
about a week ago on this queſtion did not proceed from a de. 
ſire to give the Houſe trouble; but to comply with the con- 
viction of his own mind, that he ought to take the ſenſe of the 
Houſe on ſo very intereſting aqueſtion; thinking it much better 
to determine the fate of the bil] there, than to feed the hopes 
of the people of Ireland for ten days longer, and then reject 
it ; which could only heighten, which could only aggravate, 
and ſtill more embitter this diſappointment, if it did not paſs 
into a law. | 285 

That if it did not paſs, he muſt lament that it ever came 
into the Houſe, for as it had not the moſt favorable recep. 
tion, the expectations of the people of Ireland were raiſed to 
the higheſt pitch, and would now be plunged into the deepeſt 
deſpair. That while nothing was done, they ſtill had hope 
to cheriſh'them, that ſometime or other ſomething might be 
done, but if this bill was rejected the curtain of deſpair muft 
be drawn on their hopes for ever. That the evidence at the 
bar and the council who pleaded for them urged, that if this 
bill paſſed it would take ſomething from England ; though 
in the ſame breath they tell you, that ſomething ought to be 
done for Ireland; but that that ſomething muſt not be any 
thing taken from 'England. Arguments too abſurd, futile, 
and ridiculous to be ſeriouſly refuted. He ſaid he had read 

all the petitions upon the table againſt this and the other bills, 
in which were enumerated various articles, in which the pe- 
titioners thought they would be injured ; but at the ſame time 
they ſum up the whole of their apprehenſions and terrors in this 
one ſweeping objection ; that from the cheapneſs of labour the 
Triſh would underſell them at all foreign markets, He urged 
if this argument was admitted, and that Ireland was never 
to receive any benefit till Great Britain could work as cheap 
as her, it muſt ſtrike every man, that Ireland can never te- 
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in the ſtrongeſt terms, in favour of General Burgoyne and his 


meaſures, 
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ceive any indulgence from England; and without advan- 
tage in trade Ireland muſt ever remain in its preſent ſtate 
of indigence ; and labour be for ever cheaper than in England. 
All which ſhewed clearly that the poſtponing the bill could gain 


it no advocates ; for the argument of the petitioners againſt it 
would be the ſame next year as this, and ſo on for ever while 
the poverty of Ireland and the jealouſy of England exiſted, 
That if this bill was rejected, it was at once telling the peo- 
ple of Ireland, You have ſoil, you have climate, you have 
millions of inhabitants that you could turn to lawful induſ- 
try, you are bleſſed with harbours where your fleets of com- 
merce may ride in ſafety, and your iſle by the hand of Pro- 


243 


vidence is better ſituated for the commerce of the Weſtern 


world ; but all this ſhall avail you nothing : America ſhall 
be exempt from taxation, they ſhall be the arbitrary deſpots 
of their own ſoil ; but Ireland muſt continue for ever to 
ſmart under the proſcribing hand of Great Britain, He di- 
vided the Houſe and was the fingle member who voted againſt 


putting it off for two months. 


May 27. 


Mr. David Hartley. The motion which I ſhall offer to Mr. David 
* to-day requires very little explanation, and I hope the Hartig. 


ouſe will think that it requires no apology. It will ſpeak 
for itſelf, therefore I ſhall be very ſhort upon the ſubject. If 
] thought that it could poſſibly admit of any debate, that the 


Houſe before their prorogation ſhould make a ſort of recapi- 


tulation of the objects which have been adopted as the ulti- 
mate end of all our labours during this ſeſſion, I might trou- 
ble you with ſome arguments to induce your compliance, 
But as the ſyſtem of conciliating America by thoſe reaſona- 
ble conceſſions which we, on this fide of the Houſe, have 
been many years a pleading for, has now been adopted by the 
adminiſtration themſelves, I could wiſh to fix the ſenſe of the 
Houſe and of the public to perſeverance in the ſame diſpoſi- 
tion, and that they ſhould publiſh to the whole world that the 
change in their conduct has not ariſen from any tempora 
caprice, ' but from a ſedate and confiderate review of paf 


meaſures reſpectiag America, and a firm conviction of their 


injuſtice and folly, thus producing, as the fruit of that 


conviction, a total reverſal of them. It certainly may fall 


out, that the conceſſions now offered to America, may not 
be received as they would have 'been ſome time ago, when 


we, on this fide of the Houſe, ſo ſtrenuouſly contended that 
; 112 ; ſomes 
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allowed RY thoſe who are moſt ſanguine in their 1 


pen ig your preſent plan, to declare to all. the world, that 


theſe e dit 
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fave offers of conceſſion and accommodation ſhould be made 
to them : that it is poſſible that this may happen, will be 


from the e neee 50 2 a part, Iam 
of, we clear, that their voyage will be The 
terms which you now ofie might [5 hy —— — 0 11 
on a treaty accommod ation if they bay be been offered ſome 
hee 290 ; for inftance, when the nable 1 the head of 

e treaſury, offered what was called, his, ol lia propo: 

fition, but a fallacious indeciſion has accompanied ever 


_ meaſure that has been takep. tqwards the recovery of the af 


| 
fections of America by any proceedings of ju Hes A mode. WM | 
ration. For hole reaſons eg it is, that I this : 
motion to you ta-day, to ſignify, that you are bett y and WY 
ſincerely bent upon accomp iſhing the great qhiect of —— b 
ciliation ith America; that you value peace 15 even Ml - 
other conſideration whatſoever ; and if any rubs 5 hap hap- 
t 


you will be ready to co-operate with his jefly i in any further 
conciliatory meaſures which may be neceſſary to give efficacy 


0 to an addreſs to the 
Ne And, as to the ke N. ons: rr Ly Irs 


0 

{ 

can pofl h 
n 

viz. that hh Houle will always he 1 with the moſt vi- t 
1 

p. 

ti 


tz your I i c intentions. I cannot Pa g that 22 
7 


Suan exertions to ſupport the national A0 is the 0 
foreign powers, whenever any ogcaſi 
gender of a ay inſult 11 attack medicated or —— by 
po 


any hoſtile or riya 10 It is not at there can be tc 
two "ape upon the ſublet And if any. pledge can he m 
wanting to the nation, that their repreſenta ves will never in 


deſert the cauſe of the | nations honour, it Will be a dou all 
aſſurance to, them, heg they ſee that we are putting the al 
country into a ſtate of preparation to defend. ourſelves againk fer 
8 inſult or attack from our natural enemies, by following WW of 
A 959 attention and efficacy eyery Conciliatory. meaſure to- | 
8 America, which can contribute to reſtgre that * of 
ers which ſubſiſted between us in the Foe when BEG 
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and the conduct of the court of France towards Great Bri- 


tain, are of the moſt alarming nature, and call for the moſt 


edy and prudent counſels to put a ſtep to the progreſs of 
ze War in America, as well as the moſt yigorous and deciſive 
caſures to repel any hoſtile attempts frem France, To aſ- 
fare his Maje y that his declexation at the beginning of the 
ſent ſeſſion, That he ſhould conſider the reſtoration of 


peace in America as the greateſt happineſs of his life, and the 
gregteſt glory of his rejgn—is perfectly conſonant to the diſ- 


politians of his faithful Commons ; and that his further de- 
laration to tHem in the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion, of his 


a 


etermination to maintain and uphold the power and repu- 


tation of this county. in reſpect to all foreign nations is 


not leſs ſatisfactary to them, as the national honour mu 

yer be as dear to them as it can be to his Majeſty himſelf, 
To repteſent to his Majeſty, that thoſe two points of re- 
ring peace ip America, and of maintaining the national 
onoux in the fight of all foreign powers, are the neareſt to 
the hearts of his faithful Commons, and that they will never 
relax from purlyio them with {incerity and ardour till they 
ſhall be fully, and cfectually accompliſhed, That his faith · 
ful Commons beg leave to expreſs theſe ſentiments in tha 
moſt public manner to his Majeſty, with this view, that 
there may remain no doubt or ſuſpicion in the minds of any 


perſons in America of their ſincere deſire for the reſtonation of 


peace, which they value and prefer above all other oonſidera- 
tions whatſoever; and for which purpoſe they will be ready 
to ca-operate with his Majeſty. in any further conciliatory 
meaſures which may be neceſſary to give efficacy to their 
intentions; and that it may be known at the ſame time te 
all foreign, powers, that the Commons of Great Britain ſtand 
always prepared, upon all juſt ang. neceſſary occaſions, to re- 
Ent. ey, inſult, and to ele unreif DOR the dignity 
of his Majeſty's crown and upon the national honour,” 
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Sir Ceorge Savile ſeconded the motion Sir Gorge 


Lord North ſaid, he heartily eongurted in tha motion. f 


r. Gren: 


Mr. Grenville thought that the words any further cancilias N 
e were very logſe, and might be conftrued to in- wit. 


clude the independeney of America, which he was nat for 
allowing, He muſt therefore wiſh that either thoſe wards 
may be totally left out, or ather werds inſerted, reſtraining 
this approbation to ſuch meaſutes as were conſonant to the 
act appointing commiſſioners. 


Earl | 
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Earl Neger. Earl Nugent did not approve of any amendment. He wag 
for having the motion negatived as it ſtood. 
Lord New. Lord Newhaven oppoſed the motion; ſaying, he would 
1 never agree to it, as he ſuſpected independence to America 
lurking in ſome corner of it; and called upon the noble Lord 
in the blue ribbon to ſay whether it did or not. That he 
had, ever ſince he ſat in Parliament, ſupported government to 
the beſt of his poor abilities, with a view to fecover Ame- 
rica from its unhappy deluſion, to a juſt and lawful obedi- 
ence to the mother country. That he had never wiſhed to 
enſlave America, but ardently wiſhed they ſhould continue 
ſubjeQs to Great Britain as free as himſelf, with the fulleſt 
exerciſe of all the rights of the Britiſh conſtitution ; but 
that he would never give a vote to render them independent, 
or ſuffer them, while the power of this country exiſted, to 
extort it by rebellion. That he would be bold to ſay, that 
it was not it in the power of King, Lords, and Commons 
to give independence to one part of the Britiſh dominions to 
the prejudice of the reſt, He lamented, that there was an 
end to all government in this country ; that the laws of the 
land ſtood ftill, and that the conſtitution reeled to and fro 
like a drunken man, the ſport and paſtime of every wanton 
boy in the ſtreet. | 

That our fleet and army, including militia, conſiſted of 
of near two hundred thouſand men ; that our fleet was the 
beſt this country ever ſaw ; and that fifteen millions had this 
ſeſſion been already voted, not as he believed (as had been 
given out) for the purpoſe of reducing America, but' ra- 
ther, if he was to Judge from our timid and daſtardly pro- 
ceedings, calculated to give triumph to our natural enemies 
the French, who had ſo groſsly inſulted us. That there was 
a general deſpondency in the people, and every mind in anxi- 
ous ſuſpence waiting the event of this ewful and gloomy 

calm. | | 
That he was aſſured, when the rebels heard we had voted 
fifteen thouſand new levies for America, they ſaid, if they 
arrived, they muſt ſubmit, but that at this hour not a man of 
them had left Great Britain. And for theſe few reaſons he 


did moſt heartily ſecond the motion of the honourable gen- 


tleman [Mr. Grenville]. | | | 
Lerd Nerthy, Lord North thought the motion was in its original flate 
worded with great care and prudence ; for it did not touch 
| . upon 
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upon any one point in conteſt between Great Britain and 
America; yet it gave to America a freſh and unequivocal 
proof of the earneſt wiſh of Parliament to make peace with 


America. 


Sir George Savile jocoſely obſerved, that it was no wonder Sir George 
the counſeſs ſhould reel, for our adminiſtration had been drunk i. 


theſe tour years. 


Sir William Mereatth ſaid, that whether or not the motion sir William . 
went ſo far as to offer independence, it was a certain known Meredith. 


truth that it was not the intereſt of America to inſiſt on it. 
The religion, language, cuſtoms, manufactures, and laws 
of this country, would naturally invite a connection between 
them and us. France and her laws were odious to them. 
Extreme diſtreſs was the only tie that united America with 
France, Ihe independence of America would only be of 
ſervice to a few of the rulers. The people at large would 
ſuffer by it. It was as inconſiſtent with their intereſt to de- 
ſire, as it was with our honour to grant it. The mean con- 
ceſſions of miniſtry, he feared, would not be accepted. Pro- 
poſitions of reconciliation with a people who had been ſo ill 
uſed, in order to have effect, ſhould come from men in whom 
that people could have a proper confidence, not from thoſe 
who had ſo long harraſſed and deceived them. 
of the Houſe, that if the queſtion was put, it would be car- 
ried in the negative, ſtrongly ſolicited the mover to with- 
draw it, 


Mr. Hartley concluded the debate by ſaying, that as to the Mr. Hartley, 


objection of American independence being couched under 
the terms of the propoſed addreſs, his opinions were ſo well 
known upon the ſubject, that he need not ſeek to conceal them; 
but, that, in the preſent caſe, no other or ulterior views were 
lurking under cautious words, but ſuch as the natural pru- 
dence of perſons avowedly reluctant to the independence of 
America, had induced them to conſent to; that he had commu- 
nicated the terms of his motion to perſons who were far from 
being favorers of independence, but who had ſome degree of 
prudence, not deſperately to cut off all poſſible retreat; that 
if every tacit ſuggeſtion of moderation 1s to be abjured, he 
only could lament the folly and imprudence of ſuch diſpoſi- 
tions ; that he would venture to foretell, that the day would 
come, when the Houſe would regret having put a negative 


upon the prefent motion, and would perhaps think it a good 


bargain 


The friends of the motion perceiving, from the diſpoſition 
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bargain to Have it in their power to make à peace With Ame- 
ics, fimply upon the terms of independence. As to with- 
drawing the motion which was ſo much prefſed upon him, he 
conſented : having diſcharged his mind in having offered it, 
ke faw no good, in the preſent temper of the Houle, in forcing 
them to a negative. 25 


May 28. | 
Mr-Eiver. Mr. Elves reported from the ſcle& committee, to whom 
| it was referred to conſidet and examine the accounts of ex- m 
traordinary fervices incurred and paid, and not provided for u] 
| by parliament, which have been laid before the Houſe in the n: 
| years 1976, 1159, and 1978; that the committee had agreed Ml ft 
Ke por a report, which they had directed him to make to the Nef 
onſe. He read the title of the report, and afterwards deli- e 
| vered it in at the table. 5 an 
Col. Far Colonel Barre animadverted upon ſome of the moſt lead- th 
ing facts which. came out in the enquiry; explained his mo- tu 
tives for propoſing the enquiry; and pointed to ſome of the in 
advantages ariſing from ſuch a- meaſure; though the great ſeſ 
object meant to be obtained, that of detecting public delin- | 
quency, and following it with puniſhments proportioned to i no 
its degree and extent, ſhould, for a while, be fruſtrated. He Ii bet 
ſaid, whatever, may have come out in the examination of I goc 
witneſſes, thoſe who propoſed the committee originally did IM hor 
not find themſelves much miſtaken in their previous conjec- if of 
tures, Much has been diſcovered, though much more had it i; 
been held back; and if malverſation in office vras not made 
manifeſt, negle& and ineapacity were; if corruption was not 
proved, profuſion, and a moſt ſhameful waſte of public mo · 
1 ſufficiently apparent. | 
He paid many, handſome compliments on the general con- 
duct of the gentlemen who compoſed: the committee; nor 
did he mean to confine this declaretion to the particular mem- 
bers who thought with him on the ſubject; but, without re- 
ſerve, to extend ĩt to tlioſe on each ſide of the Houfe. There 
was a degree of good temper and candour, which pervaded 
the whole committee, and ſeemed to influence the conduct 
of each individual member of it; which he ſeldom was ſo 
fortunate to be witneſs to: and he remembered but two in- 
ſtances, in which that harmony and good underſtanding was 
broke in upon; one was in relation to à certain ſpecies of 
evidence, which the majority of the committee thought 
proper to deem inadmiſſible; the other was, the refuſal to = 
| a Wit 


a witneſs to a fecond examination, upon facts, which, from 
other evidence, it was clear muſt have came within his know- 
ledge. He then obſerved, that it was now too late to take 
the report into conſideration, juſt on the eve of a proroga- 


tion: in the courſe of the next ſeſſion he would, as a part of 


his duty, call the attention of the Houſe to ſeveral of the 
moſt material parts of its contents. He flattered himſelf, 
if he had not done all he had a right to hope for, he effected 
more than he expected by the point of ſending the enquiry 
up ſtairs to a ſele& committee, inſtead of having the exami- 
nation take place in the Houſe, where, from the great affi- 
ſtance of the repreſentatives of the people, a fuller and more 
efficacious inveſtigation might have been reaſonably expect- 
ed; and where, beſides, the power of compelling the attend- 
ance of witneſſes, and ſeveral circumſtances growing out of 
that authority, would, of courſe, be more adequate and effec- 
tual. He then moved, that the report be laid on the table, 
in order to be taken into conſideration early in the next 


ſeſſion. 


Mr. Jenbinſon agreed with the honourable entleman, that Mr. Fentin« 


no committee, conſidering the various objects which came ſen. 


before them, ever conducted buſineſs with more. harmony and 
good temper. He begged leave, however, to differ from the 
- WW honourable gentleman as to his interpretation of the nature 
of the evidence which was brought forth. He denied, that 
tt imported public profuſion, or waſte of public treaſure, any 
> {Wmore than it diſcloſed any thing criminal. The only bene- 
© Mfcial tendency which ſtruck him, probable to ariſe from the 
- Wenquiry, was, that it ſhewed, in ſome inſtances, that the 
offices were impoſed on; of courſe, it would ſerve to guard 

- Wthoſe in office from ſuch impoſitions in time to come, and 
t Madmoniſhed them to act with more circumſpection; but if, 
» Won the other hand, the hurry of the buſineſs which preſſed 
on thoſe offices, the great extent of the tranſactions, and the 
peculiar neceſſity of diſpatch, were conſidered; he would be 
bold to maintain, that at no preceding period were the public 
inances ever more prudently and ceconomically adminiſtered. 
As to the two facts alluded to by the honourable gentle- 
man, though he attended the committee every day. but one, 
e did not recolle& any ſuch circumſtance as either of thoſe 
alluded to; or, if they happened while he was preſent, did 
ey ſtrike him in the ſame light as that repreſented by the 
zonourable gentleman : if the ſenſe of the committee ap- 
Vol. IX. X * | 3 peared 
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poured againſt them, he was inclined to believe that it aroſe 
from very cogent reaſons. | | 

Mr. Stanley. Mr. Stanley faid, he was abſent but one day from the com- 
mittee, during its fitting ; and proteſted, he ſaw not the leaft 
foundation for theſe infinuations thrown out by the honour- 
able gentleman ; as if, though the whole buſineſs was con- 
ducted with the utmoſt good temper, yet that that part of it 
which was apparent among his friends, proceeded more from 
a conſciouſneſs, that their ſtruggles would prove inefficacious, 

than from their internal approbation. | 
The honourable gentleman, he ſaid, had pointed out one 
or two inſtances, in which an acquieſcerce in the ſenſe of the 
| committee aroſe from this foreknowledge of the improba- 
1 bility of ſucceſs. The firſt, relative to the inadmiſſibility of 
evidence; the other, as to the refuſal of permitting a witneſs 
to be examined a ſecond time, who had before been diſmiſſed 
from further attendance. As to the former, no one ſubſtan- 
. tial reaſon was urged in behalf of the admiſhbility of evidence I ha 
propoſed to be given; and as to the latter, if the honourable th. 
gentleman, or his friends, wiſhed to have the witneſs re-ex- . 
amined, it was the eaſieſt thing imaginable to move fora ful 
ſecond order to bring him before the committee, 5 
Col. Barre, Colonel Barre replied, he was pleaſed to hear a gentle- pro 
man of his weight Mr. Jenkinſon], and long experience in WT; 
buſineſs ; he, who was ſo long connected nearly with the 
very beard | treaſury |, the conduct of which was the objett 
of enquiry ; ſo ingenuouſly and fairly acknowledge, that al- 
though, the committee diſcovered no malverſation in office, 
no ſhameful waſte, or public profuſion, yet that this fignal 
benefit was derived from it, that the enquiry led to the diſ- 
cloſure and detection of impoſition ; that it would put mini- 
ſters, in future, with all thoſe employed under them, on their 
guard; that it would make them more attentive, inquiſitive, 
and circumſpect. Wes this, then, nothing gained? Was it 
not a great acquifition on the beſt principle of all human 
policy, that of prevention; of ſaving the nation, in the fir 
> *_ and extirpating the evil, in order to prevent iu 

effects. | | 
He heard the other honourable: gentleman [Mr. Stanley) 
with great attention. Says he, if yau- wiſhed to have the 
witnefs examined a ſecond time, why not move for a frellt 
order for his attendance ? This very witneſs [ Mr; Atkin- 
ſon] was difmiſſed; and, at the defire of the honourable 
gentleman, or ſome of his ſriends, was examined. a ſecond 
| | time, 
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time, without a freſh order having been ſerved upon him. 
It is this adherence to ceremonial at one time, and flagrant 1 
departure from it at another, that gives me, as a member of 
the committee, a right to complain. If the rule was a wiſe, 

or a good one, it ſhould have been adhered to; if not, it 
ſhould be indiſcriminately diſpenſed with. The fact I allude 

to was the rum eee ; the other was not leſs glaring. 
Similar evidence had been admitted, without a ſingle objec- 

tion being made to it. But, ſays the honourable gentleman 

who ſpoke laſt, all was unanimity- -I grant it; but, I con- 

tend, it was, upon many occaſions, little more than the ſem- 
blance. We were generally about five to twelve. We were 

the minority there, as well as here ; when, therefore, a doubt 
ſtarted, an objection was made, or a difference of opinion, 

| Wl zroſe, acquieſcence gave the appearance of unanimity ; when 
can aſfure the honourable gentleman, the minority of the 

| WW committee were far from approving of what was done. 

Sir George Yonge thought matters of ſingular conſequence Sir Ge. 
had come out, in the courſe of the enquiry ; and contended, Lege. 
that the prefent report, conſidered both in a retroſpective 
” WW view, as well as ſmoothing the way to a further and more 
à fall diſcloſure, would not only fix the actors and perfons con- 

cerned 1n thoſe ſcenes with the charges of public waſte and 
profuſion; but with corruption and malverſation in office. 
a The report was then ordered te lie on the table. 


5 


Mr. David Hartley. I propoſe, with your permiſſion, this Mr. Dass 
lay, to offer the following motion to the Houſe. That an . 
humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to intreat his Ma- 
jeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed not to prorogue the Par- 
lament, but that he will ſuffer them to continue fitting for the 
purpoſe of aſſiſting and forwarding the meaſures already taken 
for the reſtoration. of peace in America: and that they may 
be in readineſs, in the preſent critical ſituation and proſpect of 
public affairs, to provide for every important event at the 
arlieſt notice.” This motion was originally a part, and in- 
ended to have been ſubjoined at the concluſion of the mo- 
ion which. I offered yeſterday to the Houſe ; but as this 
ropoſition was independent of the other, I was induced to 
eparate them, to accommodate myſelf to the ſentiments of. 
ame honourable. gentlemen who were willing to give their 
ſent to the declaratory. addreſs, which I had the honour of 
ropoſing to you yeſterday, but not to the propoſition of 
eping the parliament any longer fitting, The perſon to 
= Kk2 whom 
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whom I more particularly allude, is the noble Lord at the 
head of the treaſury, to whom I beg leave to return my beſt 
thanks for his ſupport of my motion yeſterday, though it 
was ineffectual. There is no obligation that I could feel 
more ſenſibly, becauſe there is nothing that I have to much 
at heart as cultivating and improving every poſſible opportu- 
nity of reſtoring peace between this country and America, 
J am ver confident, that the day will ſoon come, when the 
Houſe will regret having been ſo touchy upon every propo- 
fition that has but the ſhadow of American independence, 
It is want of prudence in the extreme to become more and 
more attached to impoſhbilities, in proportion as they become 
more evidently ſo. The Americans, you all know, are in 
fact independent. If you regret that independence, you 
have your miniſters alone to thank for that event. By their 
advice and perſuaſion, his Majefty and this Houſe have turned 
a deaf ear to all the petitions and applications from America 
for redreſs of grievances. But you would at that time offer 
no other terms than unconditional ſubmiſſion, the only alter- 
native to which 1s independence. Your force is now, 1n all 
effect, defeated in America. One army entire is taken pri- 
ſoners. The force which remains, 1s ſo far from being ade- 
quate to the conqueſt of America, that, I fear, it will find 
great difficulty even to defend itfelf. The miniſters of this 
country firſt introduced foreign forces into the conteſt. The 
Americans have now in their turn called in a foreign power 
to their aid. We know that a French fleet of twelve or 
fourteen ſhips of the line (and, as report ſays, with 3000 
land forces on board) has failed theſe fix weeks from Toulon 
to their afſiſtance. Then ſee what a ſituation your remaining 
army will ſoon he in. The whole force of Americaaugmenting 
and triumphant, againſt a brave, but diminiſhed and deſerted 
army, for the miniſtry have taken no care to ſend them ſuf- 
ficient ſuccours. Theſe are the events which are coming 
upon you without delay. Let me then aſk, whether this be 
the time to be prorogued for ſummer amuſements; or rather 
ought we not, at ſuch a moment, to redouble our anxiety 

and attention, to provide ne guid detrementi capiat res publica. 
Another argument that I would offer to you againſt a pro- 
rogation is, that we may be found watchful upon our poſt, 
as the guardians of this country, to be in readineſs to receive 
at the earlieſt moment, the report from the commiſſioners, 
who are gone to offer a treaty to America. We may ſoon 
expect ſome return from that commiſſion, Wha'teyer be tis 
E 2 | 42 1 
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anſwer to our offers, let us at leaſt be found upon our tation 
to receive it, and to take the neceſſary meaſures in conſe- 
quence, I think we may be but too well aſſured what that 
anſwer will be. Can it be believed that a nation who re- 
nounced the government of this country, and aſſerted their 
independence even as a challenge to you two years ago, when 
you made the great and formidable attack upon them, being 
then without allies; can it, I ſay, be conceived that the 
ſame people, having now ſucceſsfully aſſerted that inde- 
pendence, and being triumphantly in poſſeſſion of it, with 
| foreign alliances for their farther ſupport, now that your 
| force 1s but little better than totally defeated, ſhould for no 
| MW rcaſon, and from no neceſſity, relinquiſh that ſituation of 
| Wl independence, which you cannot wreſt from them? It is an 
ruimpoſſible expectation. The declaration of independence 
| W has not only paſſed in Congreſs, but every province has 
adopted the new government of independence; and almoſt 
r WI every individual upon the continent has taken the oath of 
- W allegiance to their reſpective new governments. Beſides 
| W theſe proofs, which I think can hardly be called preſumptive 
- WW proofs, becauſe they amount to a certainty, we have, how- 
ever recent and poſitive proofs which lately arrived from 
d W America. I mean the reſolution of the Congreſs of the 22d 
s of November, 1777, which runs to this effect: Reſolved, 
e © That all propoſals for a treaty between the King of Great 
r WM © Britain, or any of his commiſſioners, and the united ſtates 
r Wl © of America, inconſiſtent with the independence of the 
o fl © ſaid ftates, or with ſuch treaties or alliances as may be 
n“ formed under their authority, will be rejected by Con- 
g © greſs.” Theſe are the confiderations which induced me to 
g WW offer you the motion, which I did yeſterday. I am confi- 
ad WF dent that you have ſeat your commiſſioners upon a need- 
f- less errand, and that they will return with a refuſal; for 
which reaſon, if I could have had any influence with the 
be Houſe, I would have recommended to them as a preparation 
er WM for ſuch an event, to have come to a declaration, that, pre- 
y WW ferring peace above every other conſideration, they would 
have been ready to co-operate with his Majeſty in any far- 
0- MW ther conciliatory meaſures, which might be neceſſary to give 
it, efficacy to their pacific intentions. Unfortunately, as I 
ve think, that motion was over-ruled, as, I fear, the motion of 
5, this day will likewiſe be. | | 
0 If any man were to put the queſtion to me, what ſhould 
le we do in the preſent circumſtances of our affairs? if my 
. 3 motion 


OE nan Sp DM. 964k 


—— 


FPPFPTPTFPPP c ˙——ůͤnʒꝛ⁊ʒgũ;;ꝛgñ K ] A A ITY AA OE + ” — — 
* . 


754 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 2778 


motion of this day were to be complied with, I confeſs to 


you, Sir, I ſhould be put to a great difficulty to give him an 


anſwer. But this js an additional reaſon for taking the wiſe | 


and prudent advice that Parliament upon conſultation might 
afford. The point of independance is over ; don't deceive 
ourſelves upon that ſubject. Can you break the alliance 

between France and America? Certainly not. America will 
be faithful to her alliances. Remember at the ſame time, that 
it is the winiſtry of this country which has driven them into 
thoſe alliances. Theſe points are fixed; I know they are. 
J have had ſome means of information authentic upon theſe 
fubjects, that I am confident I am not deceived. If as a 
private perſon, I might give an opinion, I would endeavour 
to obtain your conſent to the following terms, as the baſis of 
a negotiation. 1 have the ſtrongeſt reaſons to know that this 
country will never get better terms of treaty. I have ex- 
dlained the reaſons of my conviction to his Majeſty's mini- 
rs, and have laid before them the following heads of nego- 
tiation, as the reſult of the beſt opinion and expectation, that 
in my opinion, the caſe preſents. 

That America be declared independent. 

That Great Britain and America ſhall agree mutually not 
to enter into any treaty offenſive to each other. 8 

That an open and free trade ſhall be eſtabliſhed between 


, Great Britain and America. 


Sir Grorge 
Savile. 


Seneral 
Br, geyne. 


That a mutual 'naturalization ſhall be eftabliſhed between 
Great Britain and America. 8 

That commiſſioners be appointed on each part, to nego- 
tiate a foderal alliance between Great Britain and North 
America. | 
Sir George Savile ſeconded the motion. No perſon offer- 
ing to anſwer, the Speaker was proceeding to put the queſtion, 
General Burgoyne applied. to the treaſury-bench, to know 
whether the King's ſervants meant-to agree to the motion ? 
In which caſe he ſaid he ſhould. give the Houſe no trouble: 
that otherwiſe he thought himſelf pledged: to deliver his ſen · 
timents. The call was, Go on;“ and General, Burgeyne 
proceeded in ſubſtance as:follows: 

I ſhall not puzſue the argument of the honourable gentle · 
man, upon the expediency of parliament being ready fitting 
to deliberate upon the firſt untilligence that may arrive from 

our commiſſioners; that argument has already been too 
ably enforced to require a ſecond: neither, Sir, after ſo long 
an indulgence, as I received ip a farmer. debate, ſhall I again 


preſs upon the attention of the Houſe the debt they ohe to 
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national juſticeand policy, upon the ſubject of enquiry: though 
the Generals Howe and Carleton may be expected every day; 
and it was upon their abſence alone, that the greater part of the 
Houſe ſeemed diſpoſed to poſtpone fo important and neceſſary 


2 duty. But, Sir, I ſhall reſt ſolely upon a view of the pre- 
ſent ſtate of this country, as univerſally cumpulſive upon the 


underſtanding, in favour of the meaſure propoſed, While 
an enemy is prepared upon the neighbouring coaſt, and per- 
haps is at this hour embarking, diffidence, deſpondency, and 
conſternation, are evident among great part-of the people. A 
more fatal ſymptom prevails among a greater part ; a torpid 
indifference to our impending fate. Men dare not, or will 
not, Jook into their deſperate circumſtances, God grant that 
general panic be not the reſult of all theſe demonſtrations ! 
for panic is incident, upon ſome occaſions, to thoſe who have 
been moſt diſtinguiſhed for bravery upon others. 

The ſalvation of the country depends upon the confidence 
of the people in ſome part of government. The miniſtry 
have it not; the whole nation ſee, or think they ſee, their 
inſufficiency, I mean not to apply theſe words groſsly or 
virulently ; there are among them many to whoſe perſonal 
ualities and talents I bear reſpect, and to none more than 
the noble Lord in the blue ribband. Burt talents are relative 
to times; and it is no reproach to ſay, that men well qua- 
liked for negotiation, finance, or the ſmooth current of go- 
vernment, may be totally unfit for their ſtations, when the 
criſis requires inſtant reſource, deciſive counſel, animating 
action. That theſe are notoriouſly wanting, the beſt friends 
of the miniſters ſhake their heads and confeſs. Is there a 
man of common ſenſe and common ſpirit in the country, 
that does not ſtand confounded and aghaſt at the late ſupine- 
neſs ? that does not think the heralds ought to have accom- 
panied your coach, Sir, when you carried up the addreſs of 
the Commons ; and that the declaration of war at St. James's 
gate ſhould have accompanied the anſwer from the throne ? 
« Be patient,” we are told; France may repent ; Spain 
yet ſpeaks us fair,”---Sir, to be patient in our ſituation is to 
be abje& : our puſillanimity gives tenfold encreaſe to our na- 
tural weakneſs. Patience in private life, under affliction or 
diſeaſe, the ſtrokes of fortune, or the hand of heaven, is a 
virtue of lovely hue; but political enduring—tamely to ſuffer 
provocation and injury,--=the moſt wanton inſult that ever 
was offered to'2 nation, -I mean the meſſage of the French 
ambaſſador ;. EO | V 
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urn thy complexion there, 

Patience, thou young and roſe-lipp'd cherubin, 
And there look grim as hell. | 
It will be difficult to thoſe who are moſt converſant in 
hiſtory, and accurate in obſervation, to point out examples, 
where, after an alarm, the ſpirits of men have revived by in- 
ation, This nation is put into the ſtate of a garriſon, whoſe 
out-poſts are abandoned, whoſe allies are ſtopt, aud who are 
to combat in the body of the place for their laſt ſtake. I do 
not lay, that men have not fought deſperately in ſuch ſitua- 
tions; but then they have been brought toextremity. by a pro- 
reſſion of conflicts, and have ſeen great examples to raiſe 
and ſtimulate their public paſſions. I know of no great exer- 
tions, where the governing counſels have ſhewn apprehenſion 
and terror, and conſequent confuſion at the outſet. The 
ſueceſs of vigorous meaſures to reſtore an army after a panic, 
is almoſt invariable ; ancient hiflory abounds with examples; 
in our own time, they are frequent, When General Ro- 
manzoff found the Ruſſians impreſſed with apprehenſions of 
the Turkiſh cavalry, his firſt meaſure was to Jay aſide the 
uſe of chevaux de frize, and encamp without entrenchments. 
The revival of the general ſpirit of a ſtate depends upon the 
fame principles. We need not look abroad for examples; 
we have a more ſtriking one at home than foreign annals can 
roduce, in that immortal year, 1756, the commencement 
of the Earl of Chatham's adminiſtration. The moſt glori- 
uus tribute we can pay to his memory, is to follow his exam- 
ple. Let miniſters viſit his remains, while yet above ground, 
and catch wiſdom, and vigour, and virtue from the view. 
Did he keep fleets at Spithead to prevent invaſion? Did he 
fear to truſt the internal defence of the nation to her own 
ſons? No, Sir, your navy was employed in offenſive opera- 
tions in every quarter of the globe; and the nation, ſupport- 
ed by a juſt confidence, were ten times ſtronger after the 
di ſmiſſion of the Hanoverians and Heſſians than before. Eve- 

ry ſhip became a fleet, every regiment felt itſelf an hot. 
We have now a brave Admiral riding at Spithead, who 
knows the way to prevent invaſion by ſeeking the enemy at 
a diſtance. His ſhare of glory in the defeat of Conflans is on 
the minds of his followers ; you cannot gratify him or them 
more than to give them a {econd occaſion, and by the ſame 
means, to fave their country. The brother of that admiral, 
a member of this Houſe, 33 Keppel] bred alſo in the 
beſt ſchools of his profeſſion, is ſecond in command on ſhore, 


and ſecond to one who needs no other praiſe than that he 2 
the 
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the favourite, [Lord Amherſt] and the friend, and the con- 
fidential executor of the arduous plans of the great ſtateſ- 


man J alluded to,---Let theſe men be aſſiſted with national 
ſpirit, and England is not to be ſubdued, while a river or a 


hill remains; without ſuch ſpirit, another battle of Haſtings 


$i 


N. make another conqueſt. 


Sir, I repeat that the beſt hope of generating 220 diffuſing 


this genuine ſtrength of the mind, to which arms and treaſure 
are but inadequate ſubſtitutes, depends upon the preſence of 
Parliament, ** to provide (according to the words of the mo- 


tion) for every important event at the earlieſt notice, To 
ſtrengthen the crown, not by adulatory addreſſes, but by ſuch 


occafional ſanctions, as would give freſh and extra- energy to 
its power, pending the emergency that might require it: to 
ſupport public credit, in union with the city of London, not 
only by common engagements of faith, but by acts of quick 
and encouraging efficacy towards individuals, who might no- 
bly riſk their all in the cauſe : but above all; in full num- 


bers and by general continuance, to exhibit themſelves to the 


world a true repreſentative of a determined people attacked in 
their vitals z---to prove that they are not to be ſeduced from 
their duty by the allurements of pleaſure or perſonal intereſt, 
but have fortitude to await - the approach of the enemy, as 


the Gauls were awaited by the ſenators in Rome; and, if need 


were, to receive death in theſe ſeats, to give example and fire 


to their ſurviving countrymen. Sir, à Parliament, thus in- 


ſpired, (the occaſion, I believe in my conſcience, would give 


the inſpiration) would ſpread immediate and extenfive vene- 
ration and — in this great city, if faction 
there is, would be no more ;---majorities and minorities here 
would be loſt in unanimity for the public ſafety ;---the 
King's name, thus ſupported, would be in truth a tower of 
ſtrength; and the daring attempts of the enemy would only 
tend to the preſent glory and future ſtability of the ſtate. 

Sir, theſe are my ſincere Tentiments ; and for this free de- 
livery of them, I doubt not that I ſhall read in the morning 
papers of to-morrow that I have thrown myſelf into the arms 
of oppoſition. I am conſcious I never did fo true a ſervice 
to the King and to the country as I do in the part I now 
take; and whatever may be the idle comments of the day, I 
truſt that with the reſpectable part of the public, if the torm 


e, e to imply blame, it will be applicable only to 
the rejection of this motion. If the King's miniſters take the 
lead, and exerciſe. their perſuaſion for that purpoſe, 1 hold 
them to be the oppoſers of 5 oppoſers of publie 
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virtue, oppoſers' of the molt efficacious means to fave their 
country. Sir, I ſcorn to take. up this language upon ſo piti. 
ful a motive as perſonal reſentment. Governwent, whoever 
are the miniſters, to conduct it, ſhall have my voice when my 
conſcience directs it, That I think myſelf a perſecuted man, 
] avow; that I am a marked victim to bear the. ſins that do 


not belong to me, I apprehend ; but this is not the firſt time 
I have ſtood the frowns of power. for parliamentry conduct; 


and Whatever farther vengeance may be in ftore for me, I 
hope L ſhall endure it as becomes me. I am aware that in 
far better times officers have been ſtript of their preferments 
for reſiſting the poſſeſſors of that bench. They cannot take 
from me an humble competence; they cannot deprive me of 
a qualification to fit here; they cannot ſtrip me, I truſt they 
cannot, of tbe confidence of my conftituents to feat me here; 


they cannot ſtrip me- I am ture they cannot---of principle 


and ſpirit to do my duty here, -- | 

I never was more excited by theſe. matives, and I never 
can be more, than upon the preſent occaſion to give my vote 
in ſupport of the motion. | r 

Mr. Rigby ridiculed the extraordinary mode, as he called 

it, of reaſoning adopted by the laſt ſpeaker, that every man 
who oppoſes the preſent motion, or his particular opinions, 
was an enemy to public virtue. He begged leaye to differ 
from the honourable gentleman, for he always underſtood that 
free debate and liberty of free judgement, was the very eſſence 
of that Houſe. ff 140330202) t; 

The only argument, he ſaid, uſed by the honourable gen- 
tleman whq made the motion, for preferring an adjournment 
to a proragation Mas, that Parliament might be fitting, and 
ready to aſſiſt with - their: counſels, hen an account might be 
ſuppoſed to arrive from our Ameriean commiſſioners. If this 
was all the honourable : gentleman meant to take by his mo- 
tion, it was in fac} alfeady complied with; there was a Jaw 
in being, by which the Crown was enabled to call the Parlia- 
ment, in caſe of actual invaſion or rebellion. It was ac- 
knowledged, and had not yet been contradicted, that a rebel- 
lion is exiſting ; con ſęquently, though terms of conciliation, 
or actual refulal on the part of America ſhould be receiyed; 
and that in canſequence of ſuch intelligence, the convening 
af Parliament ſliauld hecome requiſite, his Majefty wauld bays 
it in his pawer to eall it together within the tima ſtated, which, 
he believed, en all hands, would be ganfeſſed to be ſuficient!y 
carly to prayide almoſt agaiuſt every paſſible exigency. be 
adjournment was only matter af farm. The Speaker, — 
7 14 the, 
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true, and the officers of the Houſe, would be obliged to at- 
tend at certain ſtated periods; but he was certain it would 
be only to meet, in order to adjourn ; for he would not be 
able to procure a regular attendance, or indeed any atten- 
| dance, f ö : 
He then proceeded to perſonalities againſt the honourable * 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt. He ſaid he was à priſoner and 
had no right as ſuch to ſpeak, much leſs to vote in that 
Houfe, He expreſſed a wiſh to be tried. The honourable 
gentleman knew, when he defired a trial, that he could not be 
tried; he was upon parole; he was, as a priſoner under that 
parole, not at liberty to do any one act in his perſonal ca- 
pacity. Suppoſe, for inſtance, the honourable gentleman 
ſhouſd be tried and found guilty, who eould puniſn him? 
No one certainly. A priſoner is always bound to his firſt 
engagement, and amenable to the ſtipulations of thoſe who 
have preſcribed the terms. To talk therefore of trial, with- 
out the power to puniſh, was a farce; the power to WE im- 
plied the power to puniſn; or ſuch a power meant nothing. 
Take the matter in another point of view; the affair of 
Saratoga has been already enquired into and decided upon. 
He denied both thoſe affertions. Whatever ſteps had: been 
already taken in the Buſineſs, implied neither condemnation 
nor acquittal. He wiſhed to be underſtood, that there Was 
| a fault ſomewhere ; and he would never allow, though there 
was a majority of nearly four to one, 144 to 44, that what 
the Houſe determined on that occaſion, was either an acquit- 
| tal or condemnation of thoſe who planned, or thoſe who exe- 
| cuted ; he was ſatisfied it was not. A Britiſh army was loſt, 
| the blame muſt reſt ſome where; the preſent was not à proper 
; time to enquire, becauſe all the parties could not be preſent, 
and becauſe at' no time was that Houſe competent to fuch an 
enquiry. It muſt be ſent to a military tribunal, where the 
- honourable gentleman would be tried by his peers. Wllen 
; that event took place, if the honourable gentleman ſhould 


be honourably acquitted, ' then it might become a proper 

' ſubject of parliamentary enquiry. Till, therefore, the Ar- 

; rival of all the parties concerned, and tſie diſcharge of the 

5 honourable” gentleman from his preſent engagement, ſhdbld 4 
* WH take place, and in conſequence of that he ſhould'be acquitted, 5 
dhe meaſures which were committed to his charge could never 

/ become a matter of ſtate,” or be agitated in that Houſe, ' 

F Right hon. T. Tow#/hend EShdemned the mode of proceed. Right hen. 
ning recommended by the laſt ſpeaker, as deſtitute of ſpirit, T. Tewn/ſ- 

2 © L V 2 He bend. 4 
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He diſapproved of all examination into private characters. 
He was ſevere on what he called the illiberality of the ho- 
nourable gentleman to the unfortunate general, who was la- 
bouring for the deareſt thing a ſoldier can poſſeſs, his repu- 
ration, STS 
Mir. Fel- Mr. Hedderburne ſaid, the motion was unneceſſary, as by 
n during the American rebellion, the King could call the 
Parliament in fourteen days, notwithſtanding a prorogation; 
which creates a new ſeſſion, in which even recent acts may 
be repealed. ' He then took occaſion to propound doubts ro- 
lative to General Burgoyne's capacity to vote in Parliament; 
and he argued them, at length, with viſible preparation and 
much learning. He referred, very particularly, to the ſtory 
of Regulus; and, to make the caſes parallel, ſtated the Ge- 
neral as a common priſoner of war (the convention of Sara- 
tctoga being broke); that, conſequently, he was not ſu: juris, 
but the preſent property of another power. He inſiſted, with 
ſtill leſs ex preſſion of doubt, that the General, under his pre- 
ſent obligations, was incapacitated from exerciſing any of- 
fice, or bearing arms in this country. | 7 | 

Gen. Bur- General Burgoyze, in reply, ſtated the miſtake upon which 
gy" Mr. Wedderburn's argument was in a great meaſure found-, 
ed, viz. that the convention was broken, and that the Gene- 
ral was under the uſual reſtrictions of a priſoner of war. 1 
The convention was declared by the Congreſs not intended . 
to be broken, on their part, though the execution of it was le 
ſuſpended. The General therefore inſiſted, that he was un- hi 
der no other obligation, than that ſpecified in the convention, IT 
£ Not to ſerve in America ;” and that of his parole, To re- A 
turn at the demand of the Congreſs, and due notice given:? d 

that in this country he was free to exerciſe his rights as-a 
citizen and a ſoldier; that ſhould. the enemy land, though ni 
_ the preſent disfavour might preclude him from the command W 

which his rank, and ſome experience, might entitle him to, 
he truſted the King would not refuſe his requeſt, to take a IM b. 
muſquet in defence of his country. He proceeded to argue, ¶ nc 
that even upon the ſuppoſition that Mr. Wedderburne's poſi- ce 
* tion had been true in its full extent, and that he had been, di- he 
4 rectly, a priſoner of war under parole, he ſhould not have cc 
been incapacitated from acting in Parliament; and in anſwer WW © 
do the precedents brought from remote ages, he produced te 
of a preſent member [Lord Frederick Cavendiſh] who, when be 
a priſoner in France, after the action of St. Cas, and upon ¶ © 
hi, parole in England, fat and voted in Parliament. 1 q1 
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noble Lord, upon quitting France, had aſked, whether any 
reſtraint in that reſpect was meant? As he ſhould certainly 
vote for every meaſure that could diſtreſs the enemy. — He 
was told, that they ſhould as ſoon think of reſtraining him 
from getting a child, leſt, when it came to maturity, it 
ſhould do them miſchief. CO ix err 

The General proceeded to obſerve, that the caſes, in point 

of explanation, were preciſely the ſame ; for that before he 
left the army, it had been intimated to him, that there were 
perſons in Boſton, who doubted whether he ſhould not be 
reſtrained by parole from taking any part in Parliament, at 
leaſt, when America was concerned ; that he came to an ex- 
planation with thoſe entruſted with the ſentiments and powers 
of the Congreſs ; and declared, that if ſuch reſtraint was in- 
tended, he would remain and die in that country, rather 
than return home — The idea was aboliſhed ; nay, more, it 
was expreſſed, that the friends of the Congreſs conceived 
rather advantage than injury from the General's preſence in 
Parliament; that they wiſhed for peace upon proper terms; 
that they were — the General, as a man of huma- 
nity, wiſhed the ſame; that they believed he had honour to 
ſpeak truth, and that truth wauld conduce to that deſirable end. 

Sir H. Houghton thought the buſineſs ſhould be ſuſpended sir Hen 
| until the difficulty — the General ſhould be ſettled, Hengbros. 
The Speaker ſaid, it was not a matter of doubt. The The 
| WH learned gentleman had argued upon a ſuppoſition, that the Sealer. 
| honourable gentleman had not received ſo extenfive a per- 
miſſion as he ſtanding in his place had affirmed he poſſeſſed. 

As this aſſertion could not be diſputed, there could not be a 

doubt of the honourable gentleman's right to his ſeat, 

| After this explanation, Mr, Wedderburne acknowledged 

no doubts remained upon the General's rights; and the Houſe 

| were unanimous in the ſame opinion. 5 

| Mr. Fox ſaid, that though he hoped the prejudice inſpired Mr. Fer. 

by the dream of the learned member, for it turned out to be 

| no more, on the minds of the Houſe, yet he thought it ne- 
ceſſary to ſay this much more: that the leave granted to the 
honourable gentleman, to do his duty in Parliament, was not 
contained in the permiſſion for his return and abſence, but 
ſtood within the knowledge of the Houſe, merely on the 
teſtimony of his own information. Having Bl this, and 

- believing that no farther argument was neceſſary on ſo ridi- 
culous a ſuhject, he begged. leave to ſay a few words to the 
queſtion, | | e a 

He 
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recefs had been, he could not conceive how any man, in the 


of the miniſter—inattentive and negligent as ſome, and de- 


nqutable gentleman had ſaid, that they were carrying on war 
at this very time, to the beſt of their underſtandings, againſt 
Prance and Spain. Looking! back upon their condu; he 


. ings here too; What ſtreße had they ſtruck? or what ac- 
tive enterprize kad they executed'? They had moved an ad- 


duced. In more than two months they had been able to ex- 


- © credit for the happineſs of the contrivanee, as well as the ac- 
-complifliment of theſe two things. Tr was faid; by a learned 
| — that his Majeſty had it in his power to convene 


and it is better to truſt to adjournment, in this cafe, which 
Will certainly” convene us, than to prorogation, which may 
not do f6. Aye, but, ſays the learned gentleman, by 


- peaÞ the acts of the preſent; & then, ſays he, it may be far- 
ix concluded; that we are to- repral the: acts: of the preſent 
ſeſſion.“ That learned gentleman is the key to the cabinet; 
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He confeſſed he ſaw! the greateſt reaſon in tlie world for 
adopting the meaſure of the addreſs, and not one reaſon had 
deen urged againſt it. Remembering how fatal the laſt long 


Seaft intereſted in the welfare of his country, could think of 
truſting again to the management of the miniſtry. On the 
very inſtantʒ when the. Houte were about to think of a con- 
viliatory plan, it was adjourned for more than ſix weeks 
frhe Chriſtmas receſs] and in that fatal time, chat was the 
conduct of rbe miniſtry? Though they knew that they were 
about to yield up every thing they had before denied, and 
by the intimation of which, in due time, they might have 
prevented the effects that have enſned; yet they never made 
the leaſt intimation, bat gave time for France to conclude 
a treaty, by which every bope of bringing America back to 
dependeney is forfeited for ever. They filled up that ſpace in 
levying armies, without che knowledge or controul of Par- 
kament, and for that reafow we mult traſt them again, as 
[Folly and implieitiy as we ſliould the majority of Pattiament, 
"Ready on af oecaſions as that majority was to obey the will 


- pendent as the-moſt of them were, yet ſtill he preferred their 
votes atid meafures to thoſe of the adminiſtration. An ho- 


found equa? reaſon for being diſpleaſed with their underſtand- 


dreſs to the throne; and they liad recalled their àambaſſador; 
this was the extent of whar their underſtandings Had pro- 


ecute theſe mighty objects, and their underſtandings deſerved 


arhament in fourteen days; fo he has after adjourrimet; 


prorogation we ſhall have à new ſeffion, and then We may r- 


he 
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he knows the ſecrets of ſtate, and he ſays we muſt, in the 
next ſeſfion, probably repeal every thing we haye done in 
this; he knows that the propoſitions of peace will not be ac- 
cepted ; he ig not ſanguine enough, to flatter bimſelf that 
they will; he knows that the plan is inadequate; the 
conceſſions, however humiliating, not ſufficient; We have 
brought ourſelves fo law, that kneeling before them, with 
conceſſion in our hands, cannot procurè us the peace we pant 


for, and we muſt repeal before we ſucceed. I agree with 
the learned gentleman, that the plan we have propoſed 15 


inadequate 3 but if in the preſent ſeſſion we cannot repeal,. 
we may vary; and as we do not mean to reſtrain the Ame- 


ricans in any degree, the variation that may be neceſſary will 


be in our power. The ſituation of bis.. honourable friend 
was an incentiye towards continuing the ſeſſion of the moſt 
powerful nature, He was uofortunate--fingularly unfortu- 
nate; and it yas the buſineſs of the Houſe, to enquire into 
the cauſes of his misfortune, and charge them on the true 


author, whoever he might be, It was to his honourable 
friend a matter of conſolation, though he knew him too well 
to ſuſpect that he preferred private conſolation to the good of 
his country z yet, he ſaid, it might conſole him to think, that 
he was not the only unfortunate man who had ſærved the pre- 
ſent adminiſtration, It was the fortune of every man who 
had ſeryed them to be unfortunate.  . Every officer in Ame- 
rica was an inſtance of the fact. General 20 

ed any laurels in their ſervice, nor had Admiral Graves any 
reaſon to rejoice at his ſucceſs. Sir William Howe had NOL 


elcaped the misfortunes that overtook their ſervants 3 though 
crowned with repeated conqueſts, he had loſt by his ſucceſs. 
Lord Howe's character could not be much hurt by their in- 


ſinuations, rancourous as they have been ; but he has gained 
no additional honour from his exploits in their ſervice The 
manner in which the other gallant officer, Sir Guy Carleton 
had been treated, needed no comment; it was upon record 


nb. Fei 
and would ſtand an example in future, for the inſtruction of 


men who might be hazardous enopgh to attempt to ſerve 
their country beneath the auſpices of men who are obliged 
to cover their ignorance and inability, and ſcreen themſelyes 
from ignominy and contempt, by throwing blame upon the 
men who were unwiſe enough to aft as they were inſtructed. 
The concealment of intelligence delivered to them, under 
as form was criminal to the higheſt degree, when the cha- 


bow 


er of a ſaldier depends upon the diſcovery. He knew not 
a 0 


ge had pot reap- 
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how to ſpeak of their conduct and preſerve his temper. He 
wondered how the people could hear of it and withold their 
reſentment. . He could not avoid adverting to a circum- 
ſtance, which he confeſſed was new to him. It was a tub. 
JeCt of praiſe to a noble Lord, whoſe ingenuity he ſeldom 
had cauſe to applaud ; juſt, however, to merit in every in- 
ſtance, he could not be blind to it in this; where invention 
was fo rare, it was politic to cheriſh the firſt appearance of it, 
A timely attention might promote its growth, as good huſ- 
bandry, and careful cultivation, made even a barren ſoil 
fruitful. The noble Lord in the blue ribbon had moſt in- 

emouſly created a new ſpecies of oratory, and that of fo 
Krine and ſpecific a nature, that it would ſerve every occa- 
fion, and refute every argument: — When we attempt, 
ſays the honourable gentleman, to charge to that noble 
Lord's negligence, or inability, the loſs of America, and 
thereby the deſtructioſ of national grandeur, national inte- 
reſt, and national credit, — replies, in his new- invented 
1 age, Well, you may ſay this, and ſay that; but I do 
1 and . I &d not los — This reply is 
irrefutable; what can be urged againſt it? We muſt alter 
our accuſation, and, inſtead of throwing it on the noble 
Lord, condemn General Waſhington, as the only cauſe of 
our having loſt America. His ſuperior abilities had fru- 
ſtrated every effort; we did all that men could do, but he, 
like the arm of Heaven, overthrew our ſtrength, and made 
us yield to his ſuperiority, Arguing in like manner, we 


_ ought to fay, it was not owing to the head or the heart of 


King James, that he loſt the crown of Britain, but the wic- 
kedneſs of the times. He did all that man could do, but his 
enemies were the more powerful, and he was forced to ſub- 


mit. In the fame manner, if the fleet that ſailed fix weeks 


ago from the port of Toulon, had attacked and taken the 
moſt valuable territory of the empire, deſtroyed the fleet, 
and made captive the army in America, we muſt not con- 
demn the miniſtry as the cauſe of our misfortunes, they 
could not avoid it; they did all that men could do, but the 
winds of Heaven were againſt them, and the winds of Hea- 
ven were alone the deſtroyers we 5 condemn, It has 
been repeatedly urged by the noble Lord, that it is not poſ- 
ſible for adminiſtration to defend all our extended empire 
from the encroachments of the enemy. True: but is there 


any one part of the empire at this moment defended, except 


Fortſmouth? Have the miniſtry put their own defenſive plan 
1 . | | 1 
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ing execution. Ridiculous and inadequate in our ſituation 
as a defenſive plan is, have they even begun upon that? Na- 
ture has aſſiſted them moſt materially in this taſk. The Gut 
of Gibralter is a kind of general protection for our Mediter- 
anean dominions ; a fleet ſtationed there, prevents thoſe of your 
enemies from ſailing—and yet, ſo blind and indifferent have 
they been, that no fleet is ſtationed there for that purpoſe. 
We cannot, as the noble Lord ſays, number ſhips with France 
and Spain, This ſuperiority is multiplied by our acquiefcence, 
It is not the greater number of ſhips that a ſtate actually poſ- 
ſeſſes, but the number employed in action that conſtitutes ſu- 
periority. If France has twelve line of battle ſhips at fea, 
while we have forty-two in port, ſhe is ſuperior, Inſtead of 
defending, let us attack. One great ſtroke of policy muft 
now be attempted, as one gieat, ſudden, unexpected ſtroke 
can alone, in our preſent ſituation, ſave us. Such a one as 
that which determined the fate of the laſt war, and ſuch a 
one as might now be effected. Need he ſay that the Spaniſh 
flota would be an iſſue to the conflict. To effect ſuch an ob- 
jet, the hands of government muſt be ſtrengthened, great, 
prodigious ſupplies muſt be granted, the nerves of war muſt 
be ſtrained to their extent, and, for that purpoſe, we muſt 
continue to fit. Money will be wanted in the courſe of the 
ſummer, and it will be neceſſary for the Houſe of Commons 
to find it ſomewhere. Bad and deplorable as our fituation is, 
it is not deſperate. Britain cannot deſpair, if her minifters 


. areas able to plan as ſhe is to execute. 


Lord North anſwered particularly to almoſt every argument Ld. Nirtb. hy 


of the oppoſite party. General Burgoyne had not reaſon to 
fay he was a perſecuted man. That aſſertion he could not 
ſit and hear, without, at the ſame time, feeling the injuſtice 
of it. It had been the care of adminiftration to cheriſh his 
merit; they ſaw it in its growth, and reward kept pace with 
ſts progreſs. If to be raifed above his elder officers in the ſer- 
vice, was perſecution, he did not wonder, conſidering how 
much he had been perſecuted, that he wiſhed for more. He 
did not at all interfere with his political opinions. He might 
throw himſelf into the arms of oppoſition, without thereby 
recommending himſelf a bit the more, He did not look for 
merit to any particular part of the Houſe : General Burgoyne 


had a ſuperior claim to moſt others, wherever he ſat. He 


begged the honourable gentleman who ſpoke before him, 
not to level his ſatire at the majorities of the Houſes of Par- 


liament They were reſpectable, unbiaſled, and confident in 


their conda& ; he paid the utmoſt deference to them, but, i 
Vor. IX. Mn | the 


Mr. Burke.” 


city, that he ſhould have been reduced to the incapacity of 


often uſed— That he had not been the cauſe of loſing Ame. 
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the preſent caſe, he truly thought that Parliament might truſt 
as ſafely to the miniftry. It was their intereſt to convene 
them, in caſe of advice from the commiſſioners=--in caſe of 
invaſion- in caſe of emergencies that might require further 
ſupplies. It was their intereſt, and Parliament might truſt 
them at leaſt ſo far with as much confidence as they would 
majorities, The honourable gentleman had ſaid, we were 
not yet in a deſperate ſituation- the aſſertion did him honour, 
It was a proof of his ſuperior underſtanding---it was true, 
The honourable (gentleman had echoed an aflertion he had 


rica.“ He confeſſed he had frequently ſaid ſo, and he was 
ready to ſubmit his conduct to parliamentary enquiry. It 
might be, as the honourable gentleman had ſaid, a new lan- 
guage, and it might be uſed for the purpoſe of preventing | 
harſh cenſures. Was it ſo much owing to his inability, neg- ; 
ligence, or deſign, as to the inflammatory conduct of ſome 
men, that we had Joſt America? He had never touched on 
that point, and he wiſhed to be ſilent on it. He had, on a 2 
former day, given his opinion on the propriety of intereep- “ 
ting the Spaniſh flota. It would not be honourable, and 
therefore it would not be politic. He agreed with the honour- 
able gentleman that great ſupplies muſt be granted and the 
utmoſt efforts made, even this ſummer. He hoped they 
would be made, and he expected they would be ſucceſsful. 
Mr. Burke could not, he ſaid, have the moſt diſtant com- 
pariſon made between the majorities of Parliament, and the 
minority, without feeling 8 at the pretended equa- 
lity. Blind, biaſſed, and manacled, as the majorities have 
of late been, ſtil] the dignity of the Houſe, and the re- 
collection of what majorities were formerly, induced him 
to reprehend ſo unequal a compariſon. Majorities have 
been compoſed, even in this ſeſſion, of the independent 
part of the Houſe. The opinion of the minority, by con- 
rinuing the ſame for years together, brought them, by the 
tranſition of the contrary opinion, into the largeſt majo- 
rity that ever the preſent adminiſtration were bleſt with, 
Minorities have become majorities, by the abſurdity, in the MW _. 
firſt inſtance, and inflexibilty, in the ſecond, of the miniſtry. Si 
He could not avoid reverting to the dream of the learned gen- 
tleman, nor enough wonder, reflecting on his amazing ſaga- 


quoting examples from the records of barbarity. The con- 
duct of war, in the days of Rome, is, indeed, a very proper line 
for ours, It would have been the misfortune of that learned 

. gen- 
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gentleman, if he had been made a priſoner in thoſe da 83 


to have been ſet up to public ſale, with his doubts, and his 
ribbons about his neck, and been ſold for a ſlave. He was 
happy that his dream was ſo ſoon, and ſo eaſily read, and that, 
like all dreams, it had been born in the weakneſs of the brain, 
and had ended in nothing. He begged leave to ſay, to an ex- 
preſſion, that had fallen from an honourable gentleman, and 
anſwered to by the noble Lord, ſomething in favour of oppo- 


ſition. It was not, his wiſh that any gentleman ſhould join 


with oppoſition, before he had well conſidered the principles 
he entertained, ana the conduct of the party he was about to 
join, To young members he invariably ſaid, that he would 
rather wiſh them to join adminiſtration, than to adhere to 
oppoſition, before their minds are made up. It was fo much 
more ſhameful to change from oppoſition to adminiſtration, 
than from the latter to the former, that he begged them to be 
cautious and conſiderate in their choice, If the honourable 
gentleman did mean to join with the part of the Houſe to 
which he adhered, he would only ſay, that he would join 
with a ſet of men, as wiſe, as diſintereſted, and as worthy as 
ever exiſted, engaged in the greateſt, and the beſt of cauſes. 
He begged to ſay to the noble Lord, who denied himſelf to be 
the cauſe of American defalcation, that if he would not con- 
feſs that he had, through wilful blindneſs, loſt that continent, 
he muſt be forced to acknowledge that he had been the dupe of 
intereſted individuals, He had been miſinſormed, miſadviſed, 
and had miſconduRted the whole affair. He had not intended, 
perhaps, to loſe, but he had loſt America. 


267 


Mr. Turner informed the Houſe, that there were veſſels in Mr. Turner 


the Bay of Dunkirk, readyto fail, at an hour's warning, fit 
to carry 30,000 men. Marſhal Broglio was on the coaſt— 
30.000 men were in readineſs, and an invaſion was undoubt- 
edly the deſign. Was it not therefore a conſideration of the 
moſt materia] weight, for the Houſe to provide againft that 
danger, by ſitting, and deliberating, from day to day. 
The queſtion was called for and put; the Houſe divided 
for the motion 53, againſt it 105, Adjourned to June 2. 
une 2. | 


Sir James Lowther got up, and begged leave to wave the 81, Janes 


motion which he bad 7 himſelf to the Houſe to make Lœcber. 


reſpeRting a dower for the Ducheſs of Cumberland ;---decli- ' 
ning it for the preſent, becauſe of his Majeſty's having taken 
into conſideration the caſe of the Ducheſs of Glouceſter; he 
therefore concluded he would now make a ſimilar proviſion 
for the other branch of the Royal Family.---After this, Sir 
M m 2 | James 
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Tames reviewed the Iriſh and Roman Catholic bills, and 
hoped the two nobles who patronized the former, and the 
honourable gentleman who brought in the latter, would de- 
clare what length they meant to go in their future bills which 
they intended to bring in the next ſeſſion on the ſame grounds, 
that they might not de hurried through in a ſimilar manner 
to the laſt, but that Parliament might know what they were | 
doing, He likewiſe ſaid ſomething about the Diſſenter's ob- 
jections to the Catholic bills. | 
Earl Nugent openly declared it was his intention, early in 
the next ſeſſion, to move for the Iriſh import bill; and for 
this plain reaſon, becauſe the export bill, without it, would 
avail them nothing. Ireland could not afford to give long 
credit, which however ſhe muſt be neceſſitated to do, unleſs 
in her commerce with our plantations ſhe was permitted to 
| barter for, and import their commodities. Contending at 
the ſame time, that their preſent national neceſſities demanded 
this indulgence of the Engliſh Parliament. | 
Sir George Sir George Jonge ſaid, he ſhould oppoſe the bill, becauſe 
| Tenge. the preſent neceſſities of Ireland were created by her voting 
i ſums of money to government which they were unable to 
| 


Earl Nugent. 


on yo ny op Was A Pa 


A. 

Lord Neww- : Ton Newhaven ſaid, he ſhould move early in the next ſeſ- 
baver- ſion for the import bill to be brought in, not even excepting 
ſugars, though he found. the noble Lord was inclined to give 

it u 5 
Mr. Gilbert. "Mr. Gilbert ſaid, he fhould propoſe an enquiry into the 
trade of both countries, before he voted for any more com- 
mercial bills at all. | | 
Sir George Six George Savile now roſe to explain himſelf reſpecting the | cl 
Sevill. Roman Catholic bill, and aſſured the Houſe, the diflenters an 
were very anxtous for the Catholics to enjoy the fulleſt pri- | 
vileges with the reſt of his Majeſty's ſubjects. up 
Sir James Sir James Lowther now moved for an addreſs to his Maje- He 
Lewther. fty, imploring him moſt © gracioufly to continue his Parlia- am 
ment _—_ y adjournments, till a PPY termination might I fav 
be put to the preſent public exigencies.” He ſupported this ] 
motion principally on the impoſhbility of ſelecting the mem- ¶ ve! 
bers from the remote parts of the kingdom in time, ſhould-M fro: 
his Majeſty find it neceffary to call them together, in conſe - claſ 
quence of the right veſted in him to convene his Parliament | 
within fourteen days. 3 niſt 
Sir Philip Sir Philip Jennings Clerke ſeconded the motion on the ge- ity 
Jennings neral ground of neceſſity; faid the nation was in imminent Wi 7:ca 

| | dange', 


he would demonſtrate from the official paper then in his 


rica; and fince he found the noble Lord who preſided in that 
| | bes | de- 
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danger, for that he had been informed, ſince he came into 
the Houſe, that the Breſt fleet had been ſeen within a few 
leagues of Plymouth ; he ſaid he was more particularly for 
the motion from the old adage, that © in the multitude of 
counſellors there was ſafety.” 

Earl Nugent ſaid, he fancied, that if even the motion was Earl Neger. 
carried, the laſt ſpeaker would be diſappointed in his hopes, 
as he believed very few counſellors would remain in town. 
[Here a flight altercation took place between his Lordſhip 
and the Speaker about order.] | 

Mr. T. Luttrell approved of the motion upon the ſame qr. 7. 
grounds with the former ſpeakers ; adding, there was a vaſt Lutrell. 
deal of buſineſs that he knew required the attention of Par- 
liament at this criſis. Said he had a motion to make relative 
to the manning of the navy, of which he had long given 
previous notice to the Houſe, He roundly aſſerted, that 
though the ſeamen voted by Parliament were 60,000, yet 
the utmoſt the admiralty had ever muſtered was in Septem- 
ber laſt, when the number was 51,000. : 

Mr. Penton, one of the Lords of the admiralty, got up, Mr. antes. 
and ſaid, it was a very eaſy matter to make ſuch aſſertions as 
he had juſt heard, but not quite fo u. to prove them; which 


hand; for, notwithſtanding the honourable gentleman had 

advanced, that there were never more than 51,000 ſeamen, 

he would as roundly aſſert, and prove alſo, that there were 

borne on the books the 3iſt of December laſt, as proved at the 

navy board, and which could admit of no impoſition what- 

ever, that 59, 869 ſeamen, including marines, which are in- 

cluded in the vote of Parliament above alluded to, were borne, 

and at the ſame time there were actually muſtered 56, 704. | 
Mr. . Luttrell ſaid he ſuppoſed theſe accounts were made Br. 7. 
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up in the like manner as thoſe which were laid before the Luttrell 
Hauſe, reſpe&ing the ſhips, &c. on the Jamaica ſtation; 
among which the Niger, and two others that were ſtated, he 
law himſelf a few days after in Cowes roads. | 
Mr. Penton ſaid, that was very probable, for if thoſe veſſels 14;. Paus. 
were either going to Jamaica with convoys, or returning | 
from thence on the fame buſineſs, they were neceffarily 
claſſed under the ſhips on the Jamaica ſtation. ' 
Honourable Mr, Fitzpatrick ſaid, he fancied he could fur- Mr. Fita 
niſh the Houſe with an additional reaſon or two for the neceſ- Patricl. 
ity of their continuing to fit. He was juſt arrived from Ame- 
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department did not think proper to Jay any of the intelligence 
before them he had received from Sir William Howe by the 
ſame ſhip he came over in, he would endeavour to give them 
all the information in his power. He failed the 25th of 
April; the draft of the conciliatory bill had been received 
ten days before that; but, inſtead of being publiſhed in the 
proper way, in order to produce the deſired effect, it was 
only poſted up, and diſperſed among the lower claſs ; no no- 
tice whatever of it having been ſent either to the Congreſs or 
to General Waſhington. The bill was ill received by our 
own army; they thought themſelves reduced thereby to a 
very humiliating ſituation : they were promiſed a reinforce- 
ment of 20,020 men, inftead of which they were to receive 
a French fleet. He faid he had had a conference with two or 
three people high in the confidence of Congreſs, who treated 
the conciliatory bill with contempt ; ſaid, if it had come from 
Lord Chatham it would have been received, but not from the 
preſent miniſtry. He cenſured the conduct of government 
for their treatment of General Burgoyne; and ſuppoſed that 
Sir Willam Howe, who was now on his paſſage to England, 
would meet with a ſimilar reception. He had learnt fince his 
arrival in England, to be aſtoniſhed at nothing; for ſince two 
men of ſuch oppoſite principles had gone out with the Ame- 
rican commiſſion, he ſhould not be ſurpriſed at any thing that 
might happen ; but he thought they ſhould at leaſt have 
gone out in two ſhips, without they had come to a previous 
agreement before they failed, not to mention the word Ame- 
rica for fear of quarrelling. He concluded his ſpeech by 
ſaying the people of Falmouth, where he landed, diſcovered 
ſuch an anxiety to know how matters went on in America, 
that he thought from thence this country itſelf was not very 
remote from a civil tumult. | 
Lord George Germain replied ; ſaid what the honourable 
gentleman had ſpoken as coming within his own knowledge, 
he had no right to doubt; but he muſt beg leave to undeceive 
him and the Houſe with reſpe& to matters which he advanced 
from the information of other perſons ; becauſe if ſuch facts 
exiſted, he muſt have been apprized of them likewiſe, which 
was not the caſe. As to the reinforcement of 20,c00 men, 
he had never made, nor heard of any ſuch promiſe. The 
general officer had not, as he knew of, been ill treated by 
any part of adminiſtration, nor did he complain of any thing, 
except not being admitted into the royal preſence, which was 


juſtified by precedent. Every thing had been done that the 
3 nature 
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nature of his ſituation would admit of; a board of general 
officers had been called to enquire into his conduct, who re- 
fuſed to take cognizance of it. This, however, did not pre- 
vent the general's ſtating his whole conduct to Parliament, 
which he has been permitted to do in the ampleſt manner. 
With reſpect to Sir William Howe's diſpatches, which were 
received but yeſterday, he had hardly time to read them over 
himſelf, before he ſent them to his Majeſty, and therefore he 
could not have ſtated them to the Houſe if he had thought it 
neceſſary. In regard to America not receiving the concilia- 
tory bill, becauſe it came from the preſent miniſters, if that 
was the only impediment to peace, it might ſoon be removed, 
for he would willingly reſign his employment, whenever it 
appeared that his holding it prevented the conciliation ſo 
much to be wiſhed. 

The Houſe divided; for the prorogation 94, againſt it 54. 
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Mr. Temple Luttrell recommended it to the admiralty board Mr. Temple 
to ſubſtitute, in the place of impreſſing, the plan of hiring Lutereli. 


ſeamen for three years, with a bounty on their voluntary en- 
trance. He enforced this advice with many powerful argu- 
ments, and proved, as far as reaſon and experience can con- 
vince, that it was the only mode in the preſent ſituation, that 
ean be effectual. Many thouſand able and experienced ſea- 
men, were at this time, totally loſt to the country by being 
concealed among their friends. The dread of impreſſing, 
not the fear of engaging in the ſervice for the war, was the 
only reaſon that induced them to fly. Remove the ſuſpicion 
they entertain of being kept for life, and they would repair 
with chearfulneſs to the ſhip fide, and accept the bounty. 
The Commons were this day ſent for to the Houſe of 
Lords, when the King put an end to the ſeſſion, by a ſpeech 
from the throne, which ſee at the end of the Lord's debates, 
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The following Speech was delivered on the 2 5th of May, in the 
Houſe of Commons, by the Hon. James Luttrell. 


THOUGH I deſpair from any thing I can ſay to awaken 
Miniſters to a ſenſe of their duty, when fo many gentlemen 
of much greater abilities and importance than myſelf have 
failed in the attempt; yet, when I reflect a moment on the 
preſent times—times, Sir, of general outcry of an invaſion, 
of the failure of public credit, the exceſs of taxes, the decline 
of commerce, the bankruptcy of merchants, the murmurs and 
diſcontent of our fellow ſubjects, and when we have been 
told, that our fleets and armies are ſcarcely fufficient to pro- 
tect this iſland, and its foreign dependencies, much leſs ade. 
quate to revenge the groſſeſt inſults and indignities ever dated 
to be offered to the Crown of England by the Houſe of Bour- 


don, - indignities announced by a meſſage from his 2 
Inſults warmly acknowledged by the Miniſters in full Parlia- 


nrent---at fo. humiliating a period of our hiſtory, with the 
ſword of Great- Britain ſheathed in difgrace ; I cannot find 
myſelf ſeated in the preſence of men, who have brought ſo 
much diſhonour, and ealamity on my country, without per- 
ſevering to reprobate their paſt conduct- without the utmoſt 
ealouſy and miſtruſt of their future conduct. 8 
The papers now upon the table are proofs preſented to us 
by Government, that they had full and timely intelligence of 
the armament at Toulon; they knew its progreſs N 
from the 3d of January, till it ſailed on the 13th of April, 
with a fair wind; and though that fleet was but ſeven or 
eight days moderate fail from the Streights of Gibraltar, it 
was ſuffered to be at fea eighteen days, and none of our ſhips 
ordered out, or found to be in readineſs to proceed againſt 


that fleet, either by ſtrengthening our force in the Mediter- 


ranean, or upon any other plan whatſoever: for it was not 


till the 1ſt of May, when the wind changed to the weſtward, 


that Admiral Byron received his orders. The nation will 
judge whether Miniſters have acted like wiſe men, who made 

roper uſe of intelligence, or like perſons taken by ſurprize, 
and totally ignorant of the operations of France. Their con- 
duct is ſomewhat ſimilar to that extraordinary General, Prince 
Charles of Lorraine, (now Governar of the Low Countries) 
who having received certain intelligence, that the King of 
Pruſſia intended to ſurprize his camp, ſurprized the King of 
Pruſſia, by getting drunk, and making no preparations for a 

_—T | us 
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defence; by which means his army of 80,000 men was cut 
to pieces, and defeated by the King's army of only 25, ooo. 

I beg leave to remind the Houſe, that the Conciliatory 
Bills are founded on a principle, that we are able to contend 
with France, Spain, and America, How does it agree with 
that principle to find difficulty in oppoſing one ſingle French 
ſquadron ? | SE, | 

The miniſterial argument, that becauſe all is in danger, 


we muſt only look at home, may be conſiſtent with their fa- 


yourite ſelfiſh policy in the extreme; but I truſt, the nation 
has more enlarged ideas, and therefore I think the ſailing 
of the Toulon fleet cannot be too often repeated; the 
neglect of miniſters, which made that fleet of conſequence, 
cannot be too much cenſured, As a member of this Houſe,. I 


muſt think it my duty to inveſtigate the charge; but, Sir, I 


am called upon by additional conſiderations, for I was bred in 
a profeſſion in which I was early taught to look up with emu- 
lation and reſpect, to thoſe great naval characters, who have 
ſo often diſtinguiſhed themſelves, at the hazard of their lives, 
in their country's ſervice, and done all that men could do to 
merit the eſteem of the people; to merit a fair and honourable 


protection from the Crown and Parliament. Need I fay, 


Sir, that Lord Howe is one of thoſe characters; or that to ſee 
him ſacrificed and betrayed muſt give every honeſt man 
pain? I cannot therefore pay a compliment to that ſort af 
candour in miniſters which conſiſts in pretending to beiſo 
careful of this ifland, that fo gallant an admiral was not 


thought of till too late to ſend him any aſſiſtance, or even in- 


telligence, Pr þ e 

I have heard miniſters plead, that they knew not the deſ- 
tination of the Toulon armament : I ſhould: imagine their in- 
telligence that eighty-maſters of merchant veſſels were ſent to 
Toulon as pilots---their intelligence that 2 of diſtinc- 


of France, were to embark; added to the haſtineſs of the 


miniſters to prepare for its. deſtination being to America, 


Were miniſters ignorant that our army in America depends 


for ſubſiſtence or retreat upon our ſuperiority; by ſea? Were 


they ignorant that a ſcattered fleet is not a match for one that 
is united? Were they ignorant that a ſingle ſhip can outſail 
a fleet? And ought not a man of war to have carried intelli- 
gence to Lord Howe of a ſuperior fleet to his own ſtanding to 
the weſtward? If miniſters could not fpare a ſquadron, was 
the object hazarded not worth ſparing one ſingle ip. 

Vol. IX. „ Miniſters 


aries from the court 


equipment, and the ſtrength of the fleet, would have alarmed 


Cad 


2 


274 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778. 
Miniſters knew the Toulon armament was deſtined to 
commit hoſtilities againſt us. Were they ignorant that we 
are unprepared to contend with it in any part of the globe? 
Ought not a fleet then to have been ready to oppoſe it? Ml © 
ought not the ſame Admiral, and the ſame ſhips, to have been 
ready to fail from Spithead in time, when wind was fair, in- 
| ſtead of delaying till it was too Jate, and the wind contrary ? 4 
| . Could no privy council be found between January and May, 
| to determine how to act, ſhould the Toulon fleet put to 
| ſea? Were they all that time wrangling who ſhould have the 
reverſion of the Cinque Ports ? or are they totally indifferent 
how many gallant officers, ſhips, or troops, are ſacrificed 
through their wavering policy of extreme raſhneſs, or extreme 
| indolence and ſomnolency ? | 

Wbat is the ſituation of Lord Howe? Was he ſent to 
America to watch the motions of the French, or to protect 

| the army, and to ſcatter his fleet along the coaſt, to prevent 
| the Americans from interrupting our commerce? Lord t 
| Howe is known to be as vigilant as he is brave; but it may { 
be difficult to enter into his great mind, that au inſulted flag t 
is parading at Spithead ; or that miniſters, who promiſed to 
be his truſty centinels upon Europe, have ſlept on the watch, 
or been regaling at a mere puppet-ſhew ; whilſt that gallant 
admira}, without time to collect his ſcattered ſhips, is ſuffered 
to be attacked by a fleet ſuperior to his own---a fleet from 
France---a fleet eſcaped from under the eye of government, 
and gone forth in dehance of that boaſted navy of Great-Bri- 
tain,” which the Earl of Sandwich ſo often pledged his faith to 
be ſuperior to the united fleets of France and Spain, That 
| boaſted navy, which, by the grants upon our journals appears 
| to have coſt this nation, in the eight years of that Earl's ad- 
| :. miniſtration, twice as much as the eight years of the laſt ya 
| . War. L 2 1 | SS 2 I 
- Had a fingle ſhip been ſent in time to Lord Howe, with Ar 
orders to prepare, perhaps the great naval {kill of that Admi- 


| ral, joined to the abilities of the gallant officers who ſerve un- ſor 
der him, might have united a force, and ſo managed it, as to "© 

have protected that part of the coaſt where General Howe's I 

| army is employed. But then we muſt judge of Lord Howe's fir 
fleet by his returns in November, and attribute to the canh- bi 

0 


dence which miniſtry place in our running no hazard of de- 
feat in America; that allowing for the Briſtol gone to Ja · Bu 
maica, and a ſixty- four gun ſhip returned home, that ther one 
remains, the Eagle 64, St. Albans 64, Reaſonable 64, Non 

ſuch 64, Somerſet 64, Centurion 50, Preſton 50, - 50 Be 
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Experiment 50, Renown 50, Phoenix 40, Rainbow 40, 
Roebuck 40; the Ardent 64, and Trident 64, on their paſ- 
ſage out. In all ſeven fail of the line, five fifty-gun ſhips, 
three forty-gun ſhips, and about twenty-ſix frigates, with the 
advantage of ſmaller rates to ſupply the fleet with men. But 
Parliament muſt ſee that under the molt flattering circum- 


ſtances, that fleet could not prot 
York, Nova Scotia, and Canada. 
But what ſhall be ſaid ſevere enough of Miniſters, if they 
have. hazarded ſo formidable an attack from the French, not 
only without the advantage of Lord Howe to command our 
fleet, but perhaps deprived of half the ſhips I have before 
ſtated ; for, if report ſays true, Lord Howe, in the Eagle, 
with two ſixty- four gun ſhips, and ſome frigates, are now in 
their paſſage home. Others only ſay, that a part of our ſhips 
are ordered to return, but not Lord Howe. Sir, if either of 
thoſe reports are founded on truth, what ſort of a fleet will 
then remain in America to protect the Britiſh army? Or 
ſhould any ſquadron ef ours be met on their paſſage home by 
the Toulon fleet, would they not be ſacrificed through the fatal 
neglect of miniſtry? For though I will admit that it might 
not have been Count D*Eftaing's original plan to have ſteered 
to intercept them, yet when we conſider the ſtrong ſouth-weſt 
winds which blowed in the beginning of May, which would 


ect the Delaware, New 


have driven the French fleet (it in the weſtern ocean) up into 


our northern latitudes, it is no longer improbable that our 
men of war ſhould be met on their paſſage home, and be taken 
by ſo ſuperior a force. | ” RE 
A Mediterranean fleet of obſervation was the more neceſ- 
ſary, becauſe a fair wind depends not only upon the place 
bound to, but the place bound from ; whereas a ſquadron 
ſent from our channel, having the ſame wind with the French 


fleet, might not find equal advantages to ſhape a courlſs- for 


America, and thereby arrive too late to be of any utility. 

How far the reſources of this country, its ſea and land 
ſorces, are equal to contend with France, Spain, and Ame- 
rica, miniſters, who have made the taſk inevitable, muſt an- 
ſwer to the nation. But I do ſay, if Parliament is ſo panic- 
truck about invaſions is grown fo very humble, and inſig- 
vificant, as to give up all hopes of revenging the inſults of 
the Houſe of Bourbon, and baſely mean to yield up the do- 
min ion of the ſeas to our natural enemies, without ftriking 
one blow, for the ancient honour and reputation of the Britiſh 


flag: Parliament ought, at leaſt, in common juſtice to the 
characters of gallant officets, who have lived to ſerve their 
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country in better days, and under better miniſters, to have 
ſecured to them a ſafe and honourable retreat, which the 
army and navy in America may, through the fatal treachery 
and negle& of miniſters, be totally cut off from, for want of 
timely intelligence, and a proper addition of ſhips; and, 
ſhould the hand of Providence have interpoſed ſo much in our 
favour, as to have rendered eighteen days ineffectual to the 
_ deſigns of France, and ſo ordered the winds, that, whilſt 
they blew ftrong at eaſt, both in the Channel and Mediter- 
ranean, when the French fleet ſailed, and, though the wind 
did not change to the weſtward with us till the 1ft of May, 
that it ſhould have changed in the Mediterranean ſoon after 
Comte D*Eftaing. I believe ſo providential an event would 
not be attributed to the prayers of the Earl of Sandwich, or 
be ſufficient to convince the nation of the vigilance, foreſight, 
and wiſe precaution of government. 
| 1 ſhall take this opportunity to ſay a few words relative to 
| the armament at Cadiz, I have heard it ſaid, that it is only 
= meant to protect their galleons. But can we be a moment 
deceived in the intentions of the Spaniards, when we ſee them 
ſend out a force equal to the utmoſt exigency of being abſo- 
lutely at war with Great-Britain. Is it not a proof, that they 
do not expect to be at peace with us, even till the month of 
June, when, at the lateſt, their galleons ſhould arrive? Is 
it not a proof, that they, too, have ſigned the treaty ? What- 
ever be the real deſtination of that armament, let me remind 
7 miniſtry, that the Review is over, and Gibraltar defence- 
EiS, | | 
As to an invaſion, I have too great an opinion of the ſpirit 
of Engliſhmen, to dread its conſequences. I hope, like- 
wiſe, that we have at laſt got a fleet to guard our coaſt, We 
Enow we have an admiral to command it [Keppel] juſtly 
confided in by this country, and whom the French — Spa- 
niards dread, by their dear- bought experience. 

I cannot fit down, Sir, without touching on the difficulty 
which gentlemen on that fide the Houſe have expreſſed, to 
ben to their underſtandings the warlike order of the mi- 
nority members, who ſo long reprobated the civil conteſts, 

I think I can, in very few words, prove my conduct to be 
conſiſtent, if not to their fatisfaction, at leaſt to their con- 
viction. | | ” 

I never mean to retract my opinions on that ſubject. I ac- 

knowledge I wiſhed the Americans ſucceſs, as long as you 
waged an unjuſt, raſh, and ſavage war againſt them, without 
holding out redreſs of grievances, and conſtitutional terms of 

peace. 
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peace. And, Sir, the ſame ſentiments which warmed me in 
their cauſe, muſt animate me to call ſtrenuouſly upon mini- 
ſtry for vigorous meaſures, againſt France and Spain. It is 
becauſe I glory in oppoſing Arbitrary Power, and never wiſh 
to ſee deſpotic principles eſtabliſhed in the conſtitution of 
Great- Britain, whether by the arms of our enemies, or 
through the treachery of our miniſters. | 

I ſhall give my hearty vote for the Right Hon. Member's 
motions. They are founded on ſtrong incontrovertible facts, 
furniſhed by government themſelves. 


In the debate on the contractors bill, Governor Pownall's 
ſpeech, page 167, is misftated. He voted for the bill's going. 
to a committee; becauſe, as he obferved, the ſenſe of the 
Houſe had already been twice taken upon it, and a reſpectable 
majority having both times appeared in favour of it, he 
thought there was an indecency upon a ſmall majority to re- 
fuſe ſending the bill to a committee. 
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N 
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NINTH 


DAIR, Mr. thinks that place- 
men and penſioners, as well as 
contractors, ought to be expelled 
the Houſe 167 


Adam, Mr. enters into a diſcuſſion 


of the characters of the French 


miniſters 2 
—— recommends the late Lord Cha- 


tham as an exampie for the mini- 


ſters . 210 
Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons 

to the King we | 
———- the anſwer thereto 73 


Army, navy, and ordnance, an ac- 
count of the expences of, ſince 
the commencement of the war 
| 124 
Articles of agreement between the 
Lords of the treaſury and Meſs. 
Harley, and Drummond for fo- 
reign money — WO 
Aſtley, Sir Edward, riſes in ſupport 
of the contractors bill 165 
Aubrey, Mr. repreſents the delenda 
eft Carthago as the favourite maxim 
of the preſent miniſtry 42 
accuſes adminiſtration of at- 
tempting to ſtarve and extirpate 
the colonies 4 
——  —— conſiders Lord North's ad- 
miniſtration as unfortunate 71 
——— repreſents the French and 
American war unitcd as a fiate of 
deipair ib. 
Aubrey, Mr. conſiders Lord Cha- 
tham as the only man who could 
ſave the nation from ruin ib. 
= much cammends the enqui- 
ry into the expenditure of the pub- 
lic money 92 


} 


D 
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THE 
VOLUME. 


Authentic papers reſpecting the 
__ equipment and ſailing of the French 
fleet from Toulon 202 
Bacon, Mr. A. riſes in defence of the 
honeſty of government contractors 


| hel Fn 

Baker, Mr. propoſes the removal of 
the preſent miniſter, as an amend- 
ment in the addreſs to his Majeſty 
| 8 


—— is ſevere on the contractors for 
providing the gold coin 86 
— riſes in defence of the Iriſh 97 
| expreſſes his aſtoniſhment at 
Lord North's temerity 112 
Barre Col. conſiders Lord North as 
little better than a penſioner to 
France 70 
obſerves that Lord North ſaid 
nothing to the purpoſe of the Ca- 
nada expedition 79 
remarks on the enormous ſup- 
plies, and the ſhameful manner in 
which they had been 5 
7 
complains of the public money 
lying in the hands of favourite 
placemen favourite agents, and fa- 
vourite contractors 
compares the expences of the 
laſt glorious war with the preſent 
diſgraceſul, ruinous, and inglori- 
ous war ib. 
— takes a more particular view of 
agents, contractors, ſplitting of pro- 
fits, &c. ib, 
= conſiders the ſhameful manage- 
ment in the rum contract 89 
— is ironically ſevere on the 


warmih 


I N 


vwarmth of Lord North 
— complains of enormous ſums 
being unaccounted for 90 
—— paints our gloomy proſpects, in 
the ſtrongeſt colours ib. 
— itrongly recommends public 
economy op! 
ſaid that contracts ought to be 
open, and offered to the loweſt 
bidder =} 


——— alludes to a member; who, while 


he talked of his independence, 


got 30, oool. a year by private con- 


tracts | ib. 
— ſtates the caſe, how a miniſter 
may plunder the nation 


tham to be buried at the public ex- 
pence 195 
—— complains of the waſte of the 
public money 
Beauchamp, Lord, objects to the 
diſmiſſion of the preſent miniſtry, 
as moved for by Mr. Luttrell 
———— conſiders the taxes in Ireland 
as greater, in proportion, than in 
England 119 
—— ſpeaks in ſupport of the bill in 
favour of the Roman Catholics 


Bull, Mr. Alderman, laments = 
little confidence there is to be pla- 
ced in miniſterial aſſurances 94 

conſiders the preſent war as 
founded on injuſtice, and execu- 
ted in inhaman'ty ib. 

— repreſents the ſole views of ad- 


miniſtration, to enrich and aggran 


dize themſelves; to plunder, im- 


poreriſh, and enflave the people ; 


95 
Burke, Mr. ere the Houſe· tax 


bill as a bill of puniſnment upon 


the citizens of London 3 8s 
— objects to paying for hatchets, 
tomohawks, icalping-knives, &c. 
for the uſe of the Indians 87 
—— conſiders Ireland as the chief 
dependency -of the Britiſh Crown 
97 


D 
ib. 


248, 270 


44 


Campbell, 


E 


Burke, Mr. conſiders the Crown rai- 
fing troops without the conſent of 
parliament as uaconſtitutional 111 


laments that this country is 
reduced to the poor dependence 
of hopes and pray ers, the arms of 
old women 1 

— conſiders the trade of Ireland 

as kept under the moſt cruel, op- 
pPreſſive, and unnatural reſtriction: 


177 

8 the Iriſh as a very 
peaceable people 178 
— defends the minority 266 


Burgoyne, Gen. ſpeaks in defence 
158 


—— moves for the late Earl of Cha- 


of Mr. Hartley's motion for con- 
tinuing the ſeſſion of parliament 
1 

complains of perſecution 
258 

replies to Mr. Wedder- 
260 

his n on Mr. Vyner's 
motion for an enquiry into the Sa- 
ratoga buſineſs 218 
Byng, Mr. conſiders the Houſe tax 
as oppreſſive and injurious 85 
— ſpeaks in behalf of the Iriſh 


burne 


07 
expreſſes his pat at the 
inſolenee of the miniſter 112 
accuſes Lord North of muſter- 
ing all his forces to oppoſe the con- 
tractors bill 165 
Lord Frederick, come, 

plains of the partiality in Which 
proviſion was made for the Ame- 
rican ſufferers 3 160 
Canada, proceedings of the Houſe, 
on the expedition there 73 
Cavendiſh, Lord John, wiſhes that a 
proviſion was made for the deſeen- 
dants of the late Ld. Chatham 196 


City of London, petition for leave 


to bury the Earl of- Chatham in 
the Cathedral of St. Paul 201 
Clarke, Sir Phil, Jen. gives notice of 
his intended motion relat. ve to con- 
. tractors 98 


Clarke, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Conway Gen. expreſſes his reſentment 


„ 


Clarke, Sir Phil. Jen. conſiders the 

preſent race of miniſters as a ſet 
of dangerous men 154 
alludes to theſhameful ma- 


nagement in the gold contract 155 


— conſiders contracts to mem- 
bers as an arrant job, and as cre- 
ating dangerous influence in the 
_ Houſe ib. 

moves for a bill to prevent 
members taking a contract with go- 
vernment 156 

w—— ſpeaks in . of the con- 

0 1 ball 

—— confiders the object of that 
bill as to take care the public are 
not defrauded 164 

Conolly Mr. riſes to ſtate the dange- 
rous and defenceleſs ſtate of Ireland 

3 


at the treatment we had received 
from France 67 


—— expreſſes very little apprehen- 


ion from the fear of an iuvaſion 68 


w——— Cconliders the Americans as 
already an independent ſtate 69 


Cooper, Sir Grey, preſents to the 
. Houſe articles of agreement between 


the Lords of the treaſury and Meſſ. 
- Harley and Drummond for m__ 
money 0 


— — moves for a further proviſion a 


for the American refugees 160 
ned Mr. attributes the great ex- 
diture to the enormous riſe of 


all the materials uſed in ſbip-build- 
ing, &. 9. 


is of opinion that parlia- 
ment are not competent judges, 
reſpecting the Saratoga buſineſs 235 
Coxe, Mr. H. foretells the approach 
of a French war 35 


| Debates on the ſtate of the navy = 
on Mr. Grenville's motion 
for papers relative to the treaty be- 


tween France and America 45 
— on the motion for an addreſs 
to the king 48 


on the contraQor's bill 


8 


Debates on the Canada papers 


— on continuing the convict act 
83 
on the firſt reading of the 
houſe. tax bill 84 
on the army ſupplies 86 
on Col. Barrẽ's motion for a 
committee to enquire into the ex- 
penditure of the public money 87 
—— on Sir William Meredith's 
motion to repeal the declaratory 
3 116 
. on the trade of Ireland 118 


163 ———— on the proviſion bill for the 


King's children 121 
on Mr. Powys's motion to 
give further inſtructions to the 
American commiſſioners 147 
on a motion for a bill to ex- 
clude contractors from a ſeat in the 
Honfe of Commons. I $4 


Debates on 'the army recruiting bill, 


159 
on a motion to repeal the 
Quebec act 160 
on granting a ſum for the 
American refugees 167 
163 
on the King's meſſage for a 
vote of credit 168 
on the Iriſh importation bill 


2 173 
on the death of Lord Chat- 
n 194 


. on the bill in favour of — 


Roman Catholics 197 
on Sir William Meredith's 
motions reſpecting the French fleet 


209 


Dundas Mr, is rather for forming 3 


federal union, than loſing America 
totally 71 
———— Conſiders the plan of the Ca- 
nada expedition as a wiſe one 78 
— repreſents the powerof Britain 
as ſufficient to check France, and 
recover America 153 


Dunning, Mr. wiſhes to preſerve the 


1654 


dependence of America 
Dunning, 


4 


5 
Dunning Mr. ſeconds the motion for 
the repeal of an act to prevent the 
growth of popery further 197 
Egerton, Sir Thomas, riſes in defence 
of the Mancheſter people againſt 
the obſervations of Mr. Wilkes 
111 
———- conſiders the granting of in- 
dulgencies to Ireland as hurtful to 
England 119 
— dqefends the intereſt of the 
Mancheſter people againſt the pro- 
poſed act, in favour of Ireland 175 
Ellis, Mr. confiders the Houſe of 
Commons as an improper aſſem- 
bly to diſcuſs ſtate affairs 210 
— ſays the buſineſs of parliament 
is to raiſe money, and not to de- 
bate on the meaſures of govern- 
ment ib. 
Ferguſſon, Sir Adam, defends the 
character of the Glaſgow people 
againſt the aſſertions of Earl Nu- 
gent 175 
ſtates the injuries the Glaſ- 
gow people would receive, ſhould 
the Iriſh trade bills paſs 292 
Fox, Mr. moves that the preſent 
ſtate of the navy, is inadequate for 
our defence - 16 
—— gates the plan of the Canada 
expedition as wrong and impracti- 
cable | 
—— conſiders the ſecretary for the 
Americin department as the au- 
thor of the ruin of this country 


—— conſiders his mind and judg- 
ment as unprejudiced 148 
— thinks it impoſſible for us to re- 
gain the dependence of the Ame- 
_ rican colonies 149 
—— conſiders the dependency of 
America as of very little conſe- 
quence to this country ib. 
— points out the dangers ariſing 
from the Crown obtaining too 
much power 150 
Vox. IX. 


3 


Fox, Mr. thinłs that America may be- 
come the Arcadia, but never the 
Britain of the world ib. 

conſiders the concilatory act as 

totally inadequate to the object it 

was to ſerve | 1 

cenſures adminiſtration for 

calling thoſe perſons to their aſſi- 
ſtance whoſe meaſures they con- 

demn | 152 

oppoſes the granting a vote of 

cbredit to ignorant miniſters 171 

re fers to a former reſolution, 
that the navy in its preſent ſtate 
is inadequate to the defence of the 
empire 172 

— thinks the preſent inauſpicious 
miniſtry have ſealed their fatal cha- 
racer ib. 

conſiders the painful pre- emi- 

nence of office at this time to be 
little envied '. nos 
refutes the arguments uſed by 

Mr. Ellis 211 

propoſes an amendment to the 
motion for an enquiry into tlie Sa- 
ratoga expedi: ion „ 

— is for referring the papers rela- 

ve to the Saratoga expedition to 
a committee _ 8 235 

—— againſt the proroguing the par- 
liament 325 

French ambaſſador's declaration of 
the American treaty, a copy of 


47 

Gaſcoigne, Mr. brings up the re- 
port of the reſolutions agreed to 
in the committee of ſupply 86 
— moves ſeveral amendments 
in the Iriſh importation bill 200 


Germain Lord G. acknowledges that 


appearance was againſt the mini- 
{try : but that it could not juſtify 
condemnation 5 
— Teplies to Gen. Burgoyne 


| . 
— replies to Mr. T. Luttrell, 
230, 240 


O Gilbert, 


3 


Gilbert, Mr. propoſes a tax on place - 

men | 6 
Gordon, Lord G. conſiders Lord 

North as a right hon. privy coun- 

fellor contractor 158 
accuſes the blue-ribbanded 
Lord, of a ſhameful a& of vena- 
lity and corruption ib. 
adviſes the noble Lord, to 
call off his butchers and ravagers 
from the colonies, and to repent of 


his crimes 159 
—— gives a very ſpirited reply to 
Lord North ib. 


conſiders the contractors 
bill as neceſſary and pleaſing to the 
people in general 166 
ſays the Houſe is compoſed 
of taylors, and ſhoe-makers, col- 
hers, and cabbage- alters, potatoe- 
foreſtallers, ſour-crout-makers, &c. 


| ib. 
votes for an enquiry into the 
Saratoga buſineſs 238 


Grenville, Mr. moves for copies of 
all communications from our am- 
baſſador at France : 

makes a ſecond motion to 

the ſame purpoſe 131 

wiſhes to revive the commit- 
tee on the ſtate of the nation 235 

Harley, Mr. declares his conduct in 
parliament was never influenced 


by contracts 156 


Hartley, Mr. ſtates the expences of 
the army, navy, and ordnance, 

fince the commencement of the 
War 124 
his obſervations on thoſe 
enormous expences — 146 
—— eſtimates the great loſs we 

ſuſtain by the American war 127 
— thinks it endleſs to attempt 
to recapitulate the grievances and 


follies of that war ib. 
———z— conſiders the fatal effects of 
the fall of public credit 128 


ſays the havock and ruin of 


the curſed American war overtakes 


4 


us at every turn ib. 


* 
Hartley, Mr. laments the horrible 


waſte of men, money, and ſhips, 
to purchaſe the loſs of the colonies 


ib. 

preſſes the neceſſity of an 
immediate peace with America 
12 

—— conſiders us as laviſhing the 
riches of this nation in the pur- 
ſuit of injuſtice, folly, and mad- 
nefs 130 
lays the imputation of all 
our mis fortunes on the preſent mi- 
niſtry 


131 
conſiders the loſs of America 
as entirely owing to the unpardo- 
nable obſtinacy of adminiſtration 


ib. 

foretells the deſtruction of 

Gen. Burgoyne's army 132 
—— - reads his motion 133 
moves for an addreſs to his 
Majeſty, 244 
—- withdraws the ſame 248 


—— moves for an addreſs to the 
King not to prorogue the parlia- 
ment 251 

Houſes, a tax thereon propoſed by 

Lord North, oppoſed by the gen- 
tlemen 1n oppoſition 0 

Jenkinſon, Mr. confiders the Ames 
rican war as a juſt one 65 

——— and alſo a popular war 66 

repreſents our army and 
funds as in no bad ſtate ib. 

—— conſiders the French na- 
tion as a declining ſtate 67 

ſays the treaſury- board 

was always very exact in making 


enquiries before they entered on 
contracts 


9 

maintains that the pub- 
lic finances were never more pru- 
dently managed than at preſent 
2249 

Jolliffe, Mr. conſiders the event of 
the Canada expedition as the loſs 
of a whole army, and all the hopes 
of the conqueſt of America 74 


4 Joliffe, 


3 
Jolliffe, Mr. repreſents it as a diſgrace 
which the nation can never reco- 
ver, and as the blackeſt page in 
the Engliſh hiſtory 75 
—— — thinks the enquiry into the 
conduct of the Generals Howe, 
and Burgoyne ſhould not be haſti- 
ly entered into | ib. 
ſtates the intended advanta- 
ges from the Canada expedition 76 
— endeavours to ſupport the 
miniſter who forwarded the-Cana- 
da expedition ib. 
—— conſiders the miniſter rather 
as unfortunate than as deſerving 
of cenſure 
s of opinion, that the mi- 
niſter merits the hearty thanks of 


his country 78 
is againſt repealing the Que- 
bec act 160 


Johnſtone, Gov. declares he always 
has been, and ſtill is, againſt the 


independence of America 70 
ridicules Lord North's 
ſelf-ſufficiency 92 


undertakes the American 
commiſſion with hopes of ſucceſs 


152 

wiſhes for the repeal 51 
the declatory law ib. 
confiders the generality of 
. the Americans as averſe to inde- 
pendence, and as dreading the 
power of Congreſs 153 
Irnham, Lord, ani madverts on the 
conduct of adminiſtration to the 
Duke of Glouceſter 138 
— ſeconds Mr, Wilkes, in wiſh. 
ing the marriages of the royal 
brothers were publicly declared 
144 

- arraigns the conduct of as 
miniſtry reſpecting the marriage 
of the Duke of Glouceſter 
——— conhders the opinions of the 
privy council as liable to change 
frequently and wantonly ib. 
Keppel, Adm. wiſhes rather for a 
ſmall fleet well manned and fitted, 


O02 


D 


145 


K I 
than many ſhips badly equipped 


35 

King, ſends a meſſage to the Houſe 
concerning the treaty ſigned be- 
tween France and America 46 
receives an addreſs from the 
Houſe of Commons on the decla- 
rations of the French 72 
— his anſwer thereto 73 
ſends a meſlage to the Houſe 
concerning the Faviog out and 
embodying the militia 32 
ſends another meſſage, praying 
a proviſion for his children 121 
ſends another for a vote of cre- 
dit 167 
ſends a meſſage to the Houſe of 
Commons, on their addreſs for pro- 
viſion to be made for the Chatham 
family 200 
Letter from Gen. Waſhington, to 
Gen. Burgoyne 224 
Liſt of the ſelect committee appoin- 
ted to inſpect into the expendi- 
ture of public money 96 
Lowther, Sir James, wiſhes that the 
marriages of the royal Dukes were 


publicly acknowledged 146 
moves for continuing the ſeſ- 
ſion 266 


Luttrell, the Hon. James, wiſhes go- 
vernment had offered proper terms 
of peace to the colonies "KY 

—— — conſiders the ruinous conſe- 
quences attending the war ib. 

has no hopes of peace with 

America while the preſent miniſtry 

continue in office 

conſiders the preſent miniſtry 

as a Janus | ib. 

wiſhes to open the eyes of 
our Sovereign to his —— : 

— — conſiders the miniſtry as an 
arbitrary and jealous ſet of men ib. 

-——— accuſes adminiſtration of ha- 

ving loſt one half of the empire, 

and nearly ruined the other half 
45 39 


uttrell, 3 


„„ 


Luttrell, the Hon. James, repreſents 
the preſent miniſtry as odious, mi- 
ſtruſted, and abhorred in America 
ib. 
moves an addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty for the removal of particular 
ſervants, on certain occations 49 
inſiſts that no good can ariſe 
from accommodations attempted 
by the preſent minftry 43 
conſiders the peace and pro- 
ſperity of the empire as ſacrificed 
to private ambition 4 
——— his ſpeech on the Toulon ar- 
mament 272 
Luttrell, Mr. T. charges the mini- 
{ry with delivering a fallacious ac- 
count of the navy 13 
enters into a long enquiry 
into the papers, relative to the na- 
we 16 
enquires into the comple- 
ment. of men on board our fleets 
0 > 6 I 
accuſes the admiralty of fall. 
fity and deceit 18 


bezzlements 19 
takes under conſideration the 
monies of late years granted by 
parliament ib. 
takes notice of the wiſe and 
honeſt management of the marine 
boards | | 20 
laments that miniſters are 
ſuffered to employ money for other 
purpoſes than thoſe intended 21 
ſtates the difference between 
former and preſent expences ib. 
conſiders the manufacturing 

of the naval debt as a mockery of 
all numerical inveſtigation 22 


compares the difference be- 


tween the Lords Hawke and Sand- 
wich ö 
— ſuews the very indifferent 
ſtate of our preſent navy 
—— —— complains of the bad timber 
uſed in repairs 24 
ſtates the wretched condition 


of ſome particular ſhips 


complains of very large em- 


* 


1 


X. 


Luttrell, Mr. T. conſiders the French 

ſhips as better built than ours 26 
ſtates the bad condition our 
ſhips are in at home ib. 
takes a review of our navy 
at the beginning of the laſt war 


2 
ſtates the ſtrength of the 
French fleets at that period ib, 
repreſents the preſent naval 
force of the French and Spaniards 
as formidable | 28 
conſiders our ſupplies as ex- 
ceedingly reduced ib. 
conſiders the facility of an 
enemy landing on this iſland 29 
N arraigns the haughty lan- 

guage of the miniſter ib. 
conſiders the ſtate of our na- 


vy in former reigns 30 
explains what is the uſe of 
frigates in an engagement JI 


inſiſts that our ſhips fit for 
ſervice are leſs in number, and 
worſe in condition, than ever was 
known 32 
laments the great want of 
ſeamen to man our fleets ib. 
conſiders it as impoſſible- to 
ſtand againſt the naval power of 
France, Spain, and America 33 
- recommends our attention 
to the Aſiatic, and African trade 
== 34 

ſeconds Mr. Fox's motion, 
relative to the inadequate ſtate of 
our navy p 35 
ſevere on Ld. G. Germain 

2 

Macdonald, Mr. confiders Ld. North 
as blamelcſs in the Canada expe- 
dition 74 
Mawbey, Sir Joſeph, 1s very ſevere 
upon th: contractors in f 

| 1 
Melliſh, Mr. laments the preſent 
times, in which the Houſe tamely 
ſuhmits to the infolence of the 
Houſe of Bourbon 63 
conſiders what are the reſour- 
ces of both France and America 64 
Memorial, 


— 


ET Gs” 


Memorial delivered by the American 
commiſſioners to the court of France 


an extract from 51 
Meredith, Sir William, moves for 
a repeal of all the American com- 
pulſive acts 1 16 
— conſiders the powers given 
to the American commiſſioners as 
not ſufficieat ib. 
——— accuſes adminiſtration of 
being thoughtleſs and regardleſs of 
what is paſt, preſent, and to come 
20 
———- Conſiders the firſt Lord of 


the admiralty as guilty of deceit ib. 


moves three reſolutions reſ- 
pecting the ſailing of the Toulon 
fleet, &c. 208 
Midleton, Lord, brings up the re- 
ports from the committee appoin- 
ted to enquire into the acts relative 
to the trade of Ireland 122 
— brings up the further pro- 
ceedings of the committee on that 
buſineſs 136 
Navy, a ſtate of, being the ſubſtance 
of all the papers from the acmiral- 
ty and other offices, laid upon the 
table | 3 
— weekly account of the ſhips 
and veſſels employed in North 
America 5 10 
ſtate of the ſhips and veſſels 
of war on the Jamaica ſtation 12 
——= account of the number of 
ſeamen and marines employed 14 
— army, and ordnance, an ac- 
count of | 12 
Newhaven, Ld. ſpeaks in defence of 
the Iriſh importation bill - 242 
oppoſes Mr. Hartley's mo- 
tion for an addreſs 246 
North, Lord, opens the budget 1 
— hints at the attempts of ſome 
people to depreſs the credit of the 
nation 8 
— mentions the experiment h 
had made of criminal labour on 
the river Thames 


houſes, on wines imported &c. 5 


— propoſes an additional tax on 8 


1 Ao 


his calculation of the produce 
of thoſe taxes ib. 
North, Lord, conſiders the propofi g 


of taxes as no very agreeable buſi- 
neſs 6 


denies that the French had any 
hoſtile intentions 


gives notice that he ſhall 1 
a meſſage from the King 

deſires the Houſe to take no- 
tice, that he never ſaid France had 
not ſigned the American treaty, ib. 
declares it is his firm reſolution 
to keep his place 46 
preſents the King's meſſage to 
the Houſe 1b. 
preſents to the Houſe the de- 
claration from the French court of 
the American treaty ib. 
moves for an addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty on the above declaration 48 
—— declares he will not quit the 
helm while the ſhip of the ſtate 
was toſſed about in a ſtorm 69 
declares he ſees no foundation 
for the preſent public alarms tb. 
conliders the dread of an inva- 
ſion as a mere bugbear. ib. 
hopes that every gentleman 
will not ſeruple to hazard his life 
and fortune in the diſpute with the 
court of France 79 
riſes to declare he is willing to 
ſhare part of the blame for the fai- 
lure of the Canada expedition 79 
—— preſents a meſſage to the Houſe 
from the Kin 82 
moves for leave to bring in a 
bill for continuing the act for em- 
ploying convicts on the river- 
Thames | | 83 
preſents the bill for laying a 

tax upon houſes 8 
— riſes in great warmth, and de- 
clares he knows currency from fter- 
ling | | : 


— 15 called ſeveral times to order | | 
ib. N 


— moves for the whole Houſe to 
form itſelf into a committee on the 
trade of Ireland 


97 
North, 
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dit | 
— attempts to clear adminiſtra- 


nim on the above occaſion 
— preſents his Majefty's anſwer 
to the addreſs for the proviſion of 


- — apologiſes for his own conduct 


vided with every thing 


* 
North, Lord, thinks the Iriſh catho- North, Ld. denies Gen. Burgoyne 


lies juſtly complain of the ſeverity 
of the penal laws, 120 


—— preſents a meſſage from the 


King, praying a proviſion for his 
children 121 


— objects to the terms Mr. Hart- 


ley propoſes for making peace with 
America 134 


— confſiders the expences of the 


three laſt years as amounting only 
to 23, 500, oool. ib. 


— infſiſts that his heart cannot be 


to blame, though his head may 


I 
preſents the proviſion bill tor 
the King's children 137 
puſhes the ſecond reading of 


the proviſion bill for the royal chil- 


dren 138 


— is againſt making any further 
conceſſions to America 
— declares whatever he did, by 


154 


the way of contracts, was always 
for the beſt 158 


— delivers a meſſage to the Houie 


from the King for a vote of cre- 
167 


tion from the imputation of trea- 
chery and incapacity - 169 


—— conſiders it as the duty of Bri- 


tain to give Ireland ſome recom- 
pence for the exertions ſhe has 


made 177 


— agrees to the motion for bury- 


ing the late Lord Chatham at the 
public expence 196 


— aſſures the Houſe, that the 


King approves of their addreſs = 
ib. 


the Chatham ſamily 200 


212 


— believes that the French fleet 


were ill-manned, and badly pro- 
213 


1. 


is a perſecuted man 265 
Nugent, Lord, urges the improprie- 
ty of enquiring into the ſtate of 
the nation 74 
— takes a view of the trade of Ire- 
land | 118 
— makes a motion for particular 
indulgencies to be granted the 
Iriſh 119 


— Makes further motions relative 


to the encouragement of the Iriſh 
trade "120 
— objeQs to the reading of the 
contractors bill 163 
cenſures the illiberal ſentiments 
of the Glaſgow people 175 
Obſervations of Mr. Coxe, Adm. 
Keppell, and Lord North 35 
Penton, Mr. endeavours to vindicate 
the conduct of adminiſtration 171 
Petition of the free burgeſſes, free- 
holders, and inhabitants of the 
town and county, of Newcaſtle 
upon Tyne 95 
of the mayor, &c. of the 
borough of Wigan in * 
180 
of the land owners and ma- 
nufaQurers of Wigan 181 
of the gentlemen, clergy, 
&c. of Preſton ib. 
of the manufacturers of gla 
in Stourbridge, and Dudley 182 
of the merchants and manu- 
facturers of nails in Dudley ib. 
of the merchants, &c. of 
Glaſgow ib. 
of the mayor, and capital 
burgeſſes of Walſall 183 
of the mayor, &c. and ma- 
nufacturers of gloves, at Worce- 


ſter ib. 
of the mayor, &c. of Bri- 
3 1 | ib. 
of the ſociety of merchant 
venturers at Briſtol ib. 


of the importers and manu- 


facturers of hemp, iron, and ſteel, 
184 
Petition 


of Briſtol 
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Petition from ſeveral perſons inhabi- Petition of the gentlemen, merchants, 
tants of Yeovil, Preſton, &c. ib. «ec. of Liverpool 191 
— of the manufacturers of of the mayor, bailiffs, &c. 
Aberbrothock 185 of Liverpool ib. 


| of the merchants, &c. of of the tallow-chandlers and 
| Wolverhampton ib. Aſoap-boilers of Lancaſter ib, 
| of the gentlemen, &c. of = of the merchants and tra- 
the county of Lancaſter ib. ders of Lancaſter ib. 
| — of the burgeſſes, &c. of of James Buchanan, in be- 
| Newton in Lancaſhire ib. half of the merchants, &c. of Glaſ- 
| —— of the gentlemen, &c. of gow ib. 
| Warrington ib. of the gentlemen, tradeſ- 
— another from the ſame 186 men, &c. of Mancheſter ib. 
: of the tallow-chandlers and of the merchants and manu- 
ſoap-boilers of Liverpool ib. facturers of Preſton 192 
: of the merchants and traders of James Buchanan, in the 
| in the town of Lancaſter ib, name of the merchants, &c. of 
i from the gentlemen, mer- Glafgow | ib. 
chants, &c. of Liverpool ib. of ſeveral perſons of Brid- 


of ſeveral manufacturers of port, Beamiſter, Broadwindſor, &c. 
fail cloth in Warrington, Lanca- ib. 
ſter, &c. ib. of the tallow-chandlers of 
from the gentlemen, mer- London ) ib. 


chants, &c. of Liverpool 187 of gentlemen, merchants, 
4 of the gentlemen, 3 &c. of Lancaſter ib. 
: &c. of the county of Cheſter, ib from the chandlers and ſoap- 
8 of Stockport ib. makers at Briſtol 193 
: - of the gentlemen, trade- of the glaſs manufacturers 
| ſmen, &c. of Mancheſter ib. of Briſtol ib. 
of the mayor, bailiffs, &c. of the ſugar refiners of Lon- 

; of Liverpool ib don 194 
ö of the gentle men, merchants — of the manufacturers of 
: & c. of Liverpool 185 glaſs in London ib. 
: of the merchants, and tra= -— —— of the mayor, aldermen, &c. 
ders of Lancaſter ib. of the city of Exeter ib. 


—— of James Buchanan, in be- Pitt, Mr. laments the baneful in 
half of the miniſters, &e. of = fluence that prevails over the coun- 
_ Glaſgow, ib. Ccils of this country 65 

of the gentlemen, clergy, Pownal, Gov. riſes to ſtate the origin 

&c. of the county of Cheſter ib. and progreſs of the treaty, between 

of the gentlemen, clergy, France and America 0 
of Stockport 18 reads part of a memorial 

— (of the gentlemen, trade- delivered by the American com- 


ſmen, &c. of Mancheſter ib. miſſioners to the court of France 
—— of the gentlemen, callicoe | „ 
printers, &c. of Blackburn ib. animadverts on the further 


— of ſeveral manufacturers, of progreſs of that bulineſs 63 
ſail-eloth of Warrington, &c. 190 laments the loſs of a favou- 
—  =— of the merchants and manu- rable opportunity that offered of 
taQturers of Preſton ib. ſettling tle American * So 
3 dt. etition 


duct of the French in their nego- 
tiations with the Americans 56 
recapitulates the different 


acts of the American congreſs 57 


ſtates the little probability 
there is of the Americans ever 
giving up their independency ib. 


» propoſes enlarging the po- 


wers of our American comimitiio- 
ners 58 


- conſiders it as more the inte- 


reſt of America to form commer- 


- cial connections with us than with 


the French 


can independency 60 
ſtates the time when England 
was without a miniſter 61 


———- propoſes ſuch meaſures as he 


thinks ought to be adopted 62 


Powys, Mr. propoſes to give further. 


. inſtructions to the American com- 
mĩſſioners 
Pultney, Mr. declares he does not 
deſpair of the ſucceſs of the Ame- 
rican commiſſioners ib. 
— conſiders American indepen- 
ence as the eve of their advance- 
ment to a great naval power 148 
repreſents us as able to reduce 
America, ſhould they refuſe our 


offers ib. 


Reports from the committee appoin- 
ted to conſider the ſeveral acts re- 


lative to the trade of Ireland 122 


—— orders of the Houle there- 

apon 123 
on that buſineſs further con- 
ſidered 136 


Rigby, Mr. conſiders the general cry 


as not ſo much againſt mcaſures as 
againſt men 41 
— wonders that any doubts ſhould 
ariſe as to the Duke of Glouceſter's 
marriage 138 
— prefers erectinz 2 monument 
to the memory of the late Earl of 
Chatham to the motion {or burying 
tim at the public expence 195 


I 8 ˙ E X. 
Pownall, Gov. ſhews the artful con- 


argues in defence of Ameri-- 


147 


Rigby, Mr. ſpeaks in favor of the 
prorogation of parliament 258 
Robinſon, Mr. reports the Houſe- 
tax bill with the amendments 115 
Savile, Sir Gearge, moves for leave 
to bring in a bill to repeal the Que- 
bec att . | 160 
moves for leave to bring in a 
bill for the repeal of an act to pre- 
vent the further grow th of popery 
SY : I 
Sawbridge, Mr. makes his . 
motion, for ſhortening the dura- 
tion of parliaments TIS. 
Speaker of the Houſe, calls on Mr, 
Wilkes to make his promiſed mo- 
tion relative to aids and benevo- 
lence 98 
Sutton, Sir Richard, offers an amend- 
ment to a clauſe in the Houſe tax 
bill 114 
Thurlow, Mr. divides the objects of 
the intended bill in favour of the 
Roman catholics 198 
—— {4id he had formed an opi- 
nion of the Saratoga buſineſs, but 
would not declare it 235 


Toulon, authentic papers reſpecting 


the equipping and failing of the 
French fleet from thence 202 
ſubſtance of ſeveral others 
on the equipment and failing of 
that fleet | = ih 
Townſhend, Mr, T. wiſhes indulgen- 
cies to be granted to the Roman 
Catholics in Ireland 119 
thinks that the alienated 

affections of the Irith catholics 
ſhould be recalled by indulgencies 
120 

wiſhes to ſee all the bran- 
ches of the royal family in afflu- 
ence, ſuitable to their high ſtation 


14 
ſpeaks highly of Sir Guy 
Carleton's military abilities 160 
points out the very de- 
fenceleſs ſtate of our ſeveral depen- 
dencies in North America 


To:;nſhend, | 


108 
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Townſhend, Mr. T. fears Britain is 
betrayed and that treachery aud 
corruption threatene i our uin ib. 

charges adminiſtration with 
ignorance, lazineſs, incapacity, 
and treachery 169 

———=— draws a picture of our na- 
tional defence; a militia without 
arms, and going to encamp with- 
out tent equipage ib. 

aſks, where is now the 

boaſted reſpectability of our navy 
170 

delivers a ſhart but moſt 
feeling eulogium on the metits of 
the late Ear} of Chatham 195 
moves for the payment of 
Lord Chatham's debts 242 

Turner, Mr, conſiders government 

contractors as private 3 
15 

=—— conſiders the act of impreſ- 

ſing as contrary to the ſyſtem of 

our liberties 150 

Vyner, Mr. moves for an enquiry 

into the ftate of the army which 
ſurrendered at Saratoga 216 

Walpole, Mr. T. complains of the 
injuſtice of being heavily taxed 
to ſupport folly and cruefty 85 

— expreſſes his aſtoniſhment, 
that the legitimacy of the Duke 
of Glouceſter's children ſhould be 
doubted by any man 146 

Waſtcote, Lord, expatiates on the 
care taken of the American ſuffe- 
rers by the treaſury bench 162 

Wedderburne Mr, fpeaks in favour 
of a prorogation of parliament 260 


, a 


—— doubts Gen. Burgoyne's 
capacity to vote in the Houſe ib. 


Wilkes, Mr. makes his annual mo- 
tion concerning the Middleſex 
election 35 

— riſes to ſpeak on the ſubject of 
aids and benevolences 98 

— conſiders it as the duty of every 


Engliſhman to watch over the con- 
ſtitution an 
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Wilkes, Mr, confiders the majority 
of the Houſe as diſgraceſul in the 
eyes of all Europe 00 

—— repreſents the nation as guided : 
by a cameleon adtniniſtration ib. 

—— conſiders the new doctrine of 
aids, benevolences, and ſubſcrip- 
tions as ruinous to the nation ib. 

— ſtates th> danger of entruſting 
too much power in the harids of 
the Crown | 100 

—— ſtates the power of the Com- 
mons in money-bills in preference 
to that of the Lords ib. 

—— ſhews that many cruel exactions 
have been termed voluntary - loans 
and benevolences 101 

—— alludes to the late unconſtitu- 
tional mode of getting ſubſcrip- 
tiotts and raifing troops 102 


—— accuſes the Secretary at war 


with uſurping the power of Par- 
liament —̃ 
—— takes a view of the illegality 
of raifing troops without the con- 
ſent of parliament * 
—— conſiders the danger of Gibral- 
ter and port Mahon, being garri- 
ſoned by foreign troops 104 
— reprefents the ſalus populi as the 
firſt law of every ſtate 105 
—— affirms that lawyers, in general 
ſeem leaſt to underſtand the na- 
ture of government ib. 
conſiders the preſent admini- 
ſtration as men who with occafio- 
nally to be deceived 106 
— obſerves that we did the ſame 
thing with Portugal and Holland, 
as the French with America 107 
— inſiſts that the navy of this 
country owes its greatneſs to the 
colonies ib. 
— repreſents the glory of England 
as withered like a flower ib. 
— thinks America will never re- 
turn to a dependence on this coun- 
try 108 
— conſiders the preſent æra ag 
fatal to the libertiesof Europe ib. 
Wilkes, 


% 


N 


oP I 
Wilkes, Mr. ſeverely cenſures the ar- 


D 
durary principles of the King of 
dweeden . 109 
—— exults in the happy encreaſe of 

the royal family 13 

— thinks the royal children ſnould 
not be left to the abſolute depen- 
dence of the crown, or the caprice 
of miniſters | 140 
- thinks that the marriage of the 
two royal brothers ought to be pub- 
licly declared . T2 
—— recommends ſome proviſion” to 
be made, for life; for the wives of 
the royal brothers 143 
—— ſeconds Mr. Vyner's motion 
for enquirivg into the ſlate of Gen. 
Burgoyne's army at the time of its 
ſurrender 216 
compares Gen. Burgoyne's ar- 
my, to that of the Romans at 
Candium 236 
Wray, Sir Cecil, wiſhes the miniſtry 

to be removed, even out of the 
world, if it could be legally done 
41 
— conſiders the parliament as ha- 
ving no right to paſs laws binding 
America in any caſe whatever 117 
— expreſſes his diſlike to govern- 
ment contracts made privately 157 


- 


_ "wards the whole Iriſh nation 


MVSEVM | 
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Wray, Sir Cecil, takes a general review 

of the commercial ſtate of Ireland 
— conſiders the rich only as cal- 
. culated for ſlaves, and not the poor 


b. 


| 1 
—— profeſſes the beſt diſpoſition t 
7 
Vonge, Sir George, laments the Hl 
ſtreſſed fituation of public affairs, 
and the miſconduR of the miniſtry 


accuſes the French of having 
fomented the American'war ib. 
reflects on the ſhameful and 
deplorable ſtate of our navy 49 
conſiders his Majeſty as kept 

totally in the dark, as to the true 

ſtate of things ib. 
— arraigns the inſolence and 

effrontery of adminiſtration ib. 
conſiders the Houſe tax bill 
as one of the moſt oppreſſive and 
injurious taxes that ever was devi- 
* 85 
thinks it is high time that the 
Houſe ſhould enquire into the ex- 
penditure of public money 156 
objects to the vote of cre» 
dit on account of the inability of 
the miniſtry properly to apply 3 
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